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Legislation Overview 
• Legislation authorized Fairfax County to adopt an ordinance imposing a 

$0.05 tax on most disposable plastic bags provided by grocery stores, 
convenience stores and drugstores.

• The state Tax Commissioner is “to collect, administer, and enforce” the 
tax in essentially the same manner that the retail sales and use tax is 
collected, administered, and enforced. 

• Revenues are to be appropriated for (1) environmental clean-up, (2) 
mitigation of pollution and litter, (3) education, and (4) the provision of 
reusable bags to recipients of federal food support program (i.e., SNAP 
and WIC).
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Adoption and Implementation

• County ordinance adopted 
9/14/2021, effective 1/1/2022

• Revenue collected by Virginia 
Tax and disbursed monthly, with 
a two-month lag

• CY 2022 revenues from the bag 
tax will exceed $2 million 

• $2.116 million as of end of 
11/2022
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Project Identification and Selection

• Biannual solicitation and selection process 

• Projects to be funded at both 3rd Quarter and Carryover Reviews

• Evolving process modeled on Environmental Improvement Program

• Solicit project proposals from interested agencies

• Evaluate requests and supporting information

• Consult with requesting agencies

• Select and rank top projects

• Share ranked project recommendations with DMB and Board
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Examples of Projects Funded at CY 2022 Carryover
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Project Name Lead Agencies Statutory Objectives Funding 

Operation Stream Shield DPES, OPEH Environmental clean-up, 
Pollution/litter mitigation

$370,000

Waste Collection at Parking Lots 
and Bus Shelters/Stops 

DPWES Pollution/litter mitigation $102,960

Storm Drain Education and 
Labelling

DPWES, NVSWCD Education programs, 
Pollution/litter mitigation

$60,000

Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Campaigns at Housing Properties

DPWES, HCD Education programs, 
Pollution/litter mitigation

$50,000

Reusable Bag Purchase DFS FCPA, NCS, VCE Education programs, 
Pollution/litter mitigation,
Bags to SNAP/WIC recipients 

$16,000

Bulk Purchases of Vehicle Fluids DVS Education programs, 
Pollution/liter mitigation

$14,500

Volunteer Stream Cleanup Clean Fairfax,  
FCPA, NVSWCD 

Environmental clean-up, 
Pollution/litter mitigation 

$5,000
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Questions?

Susan Hafeli

Susan.Hafeli@fairfaxcounty.gov

571-292-4495
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