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This year, the General Assembly Session ran 
from January 11th to February 25th 

• In Virginia, odd numbered years (2021, 2023) are called 
“short sessions”, with 45 total calendar days to work on 
bills and state budget revisions. 

• A state budget was not agreed on, so the work of Senate 
Finance and House Appropriations members continues 
past the 45-day period in order to reconcile a $1 billion 
dollar gap between the Senate and House budgets.

• This year, 2200 bills were filed or introduced with only 
867, or 39% of these, being passed.

• This year, 25 delegates are either retiring or seeking 
another office and 10 senators (with more than 160 years 
of combined legislative experience!) are not seeking re-
election this Fall. This means that at least 25% of 
Virginia’s legislature, or 1 in 4 members, will be new in 
2024! 





ADDRESSING THE RISE IN DANGEROUS 
ACTS OF SUFFOCATION

HB 1673 (Del. Bell) SB 1156 (Sen. Boysko)

Status: APPROVED by Gov and goes into effect July 1st

An amended version passed out of the Senate and the bill passed 
as is in the House. We preferred the original version but Senator 
Surovell, Morrissey, and Petersen would not vote for it as is. 



ALIGN FIREARMS SURRENDER PROTOCOL
ACROSS VIRGINIA CODE

HB 1729 (Del. Bennett-Parker) SB 909 (Sen. Favola)

Status: FAILED in House. Both bills passed out of the Senate, but 
failed in a House subcommittee on party-line votes

Much like abortion access and LGBTQ rights, firearms issues were 
hotly debated and unable to be passed through both chambers.



REPEAL VA’S PROHIBITION 
ON LGBTQ MARRIAGE

We support healthy relationships between consenting adults 
and believe that ALL Virginians have the right to safe, 
respectful, and violence free relationships and homes. 
Advancing equality and respect for LGBTQ Virginians is 
integral to creating communities free from sexual and 
domestic violence.  

SJ 242 (Sen. Ebbin) and HJ 460 (Del. Anderson), bi-partisan 
effort to repeal the 2006 amendment to VA’s Constitution. 

Status: FAILED in House. Both passed out of Senate on 
party-line vote and failed in a House Subcommittee. 



OTHER
BILLS
OF 
INTEREST

HB 1416 (Del. Brewer), SB 1436 (Sen. 
Dunnavant) Reinstatement of STI testing for 
defendants in sexual assault cases 

 We supported w/OAG, VVAN, etc. These bills PASSED 
and go into effect July 1st 

HB 2129 (Delaney) Child victims, expands 
eligible age for use of two-way closed-circuit 
TV. 

 We supported w/VVAN, VACA, VA NOW, etc. This bill 
FAILED to pass in the final hours of session. 

HB 2150 (Del. Delaney) Trace Evidence 
Collection Kits

 We supported w/FNEs, VVAN, etc. This bill PASSED and 
has a delayed enactment of July 1, 2025



OTHER 
BILLS
OF 
INTEREST

HB 1493 (Davis) creating “Shared Parenting” 
presumption in child custody cases

 We opposed w/VPLC, Family Law Coalition, etc. This bill 
FAILED to pass in House Committee. 

HB 1707 (Durrant), HB2432 (LaRock) forced 
outing for Trans youth in schools

 We opposed w/EV, ACLU, and others. These bills FAILED 
to pass on party-line vote in Senate. 

HB 2278 (Byron), SB 1385 (Newman) 15-week 
ban on abortion access, criminalizes providers

 We opposed along with repro advocates. These bills 
FAILED to pass on party-line vote in Senate. 



SO, WHAT’S NEXT/ON THE HORIZON? 
Veto session, Wednesday April 12th

 This is where lawmakers consider the Governor’s suggested amendments to bills and decide to 
accept, reject, or modify further. This is a marathon day that usually includes a few surprises. 

Waiting on that final state budget…

 Lawmakers are set to return to Richmond on April 12 to take up vetoes and legislative 
amendments from Gov. Glenn Youngkin. If there’s no budget to vote on by then, the next big 
deadline is June 30, when the state’s current budget year ends.

NEW VIRGINIA LAWS 2023 

 An annual legislative guide for sexual and domestic violence advocates and survivors intended 
to provide updates on what new laws will impact our work to respond to and prevent violence in 
Virginia. For previous guides, visit: https://vsdvalliance.org/advancing-policy/legislative-advocacy/ 

https://vsdvalliance.org/advancing-policy/legislative-advocacy/


SO, WHAT’S NEXT/ON THE HORIZON? 
A 10-year Sustainability Plan for Virginia’s Movement to End Sexual and 
Domestic Violence 

 The Sustainability Planning Alliance, a small group of SDVA Directors and Action Alliance 
leadership, have been meeting for the past 18-months to map out a plan that involves local and 
state partners, private and public funders, lawmakers, etc. in sustaining the future of our work. 

Ongoing policy study groups 
 Issue-specific inter-agency working groups will continue to examine issues like protective 
orders and firearms, criminal/legal systems reform, sustainability planning, etc. with the intention 
of building policy and practice-based solutions for the field.  

Engaging the 35 new legislators this Fall and Winter! 

 Given that 25% of our legislature will be brand new and we’re losing quite a few SA/DV 
champions, it’s imperative that we build new and meaningful relationships across the political 
and geographic spectrum 





Next On the Docket w/JPT 
dates and topics include: 

May 5th  Protective Orders and Firearms 
Restrictions in Virginia 

June 2nd Tech Facilitated Abuse

July 7th Best Practices in Confidentiality 
for SDV Advocates

August 4th Making Coordinated 
Community Response (CCR) Teams 
Work in your community 
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