
From Intergenerational
Programs to

Intergenerational
Community

Photo Credit: Bridge Meadows

Presentation composed by and is the property of Generations United; it includes material from

“Intergenerational Community Planning,” (copyright 2022, American Planning Association).



Yet, the combined

population of

young & old

presents

challenges,

opportunities



Why “IG” Action Matters

 Combined population of old & young increases from 38%

to 43% of the U.S. between 2016 & 2060. (implications for

working, tax-paying public)

 “Age segregation” in housing, services, facilities—

misconceptions, missed opportunities

 Research:  children do better when engaged with older

adults and older adults do better when engaged with

children (“Case for Intergenerational Programs” doc)



“Intergenerational” refers to effecting
connections and  interactions between
children & youth and older adults (and,
by extension, may include their
caregivers).

“Multigenerational” refers to any two
or more generations being present; it
may or may not address interactions
between generations.

Intergenerational or Multigenerational



A park as a multigenerational setting

Matt Kaplan, Ph.D., Professor, Intergenerational Programs and Aging, Penn State University
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Universe of Intergenerational Actions
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Ways to mobilize community action

 Network of intergenerational

providers, advocates

 Intergenerational focused
Community for All Ages

mobilization

 “City” planning through an

intergenerational lens

 Other, e.g., inter/multi-

generational housing strategy
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… a community-wide public

process that fosters connections

between children & youth and

older adults as a part of daily life

and does so in concert with

planning for the built

environment and economy

“IG” Community Planning Defined



In other words…

 Adding an “intergenerational lens” to city planning

(“Comprehensive Plan” and/or other planning)

 Setting direction for the well-being of children, youth, and older

adults as interdependent and alongside planning for the built

environment and economy (treating “people & place” as

interdependent)

 Infusing city planning with data, input, and methods that

advance the well-being of children, youth, and older adults,

with emphasis on those who are economically or otherwise

challenged





INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNITY PLANNING
PAS 603, CHAPTER 3, PAGE 36



INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNITY PLANNING
PAS 603, CHAPTER 3, PAGE 37



Intergenerational Lens & the Built

Environment--Recap

o “City” or “urban” planning:

comprehensive plan

o Planning for “human needs” + built

environment

o Citizen action with the

sustainability & authority of local

government

o Integrating age/population

specific strategies, plans

o Intergenerational housing, home

sharing, other housing strategies

o Community resources, services,

facilities bridging generations

o Holistic ecosystem of generations,

life & place

o Community-wide and targeted area

strategies



How It’s Different from “the Usual”

 Making the case, getting

intergenerational-infused

planning approved

 Establishing intergenerational

vision and goals

 Engaging young and old in the

process

 Documenting and analyzing

community conditions by age

cohort and corresponding

resources

 Identifying and selecting

intergenerational aims and

strategies

 People/intergenerational aims

and strategies integrated with

those for the built environment

and economy



Creating an INTERGENERATIONAL

COMMUNITY

“Raise and
engage” Determine

Intergenerational
aims

Integrate “IG” in
community plan

overall

Focus on tangible
aspects of

intergenerational
living

Implement



What Can You Do?

 Get the report, absorb it, determine how it might work in your

community

 Discuss it with your circle of IG enthusiasts to gauge interest, energy

 Share the idea with colleagues in city/county planning

department, administration (Mayor and/or City Manager’s office),

city/county council/supervisors

 Develop action and media strategy



Resources



For more information:

www.gu.org

Irv Katz ikatz@gu.org
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