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DATE:  November 12, 2024 

 

TO: Security and Door Hardware Industry 

 

FROM: William C. Aceto, P.E., Chief Engineer / Assistant Fire Marshal 

 

SUBJECT: Electric Strike Requirements, Submittal Information, and Inspections 

 

 

As a follow-up to special locking device plan submittal training, this memorandum provides 

further guidance concerning submittal requirements for electric strikes.  

 

• All proposed electrical / special locking devices on fire door assemblies, regardless of the 

type, require a fire permit application submittal through PLUS (FDLOCK), review and 

approval of plans, and an issued permit prior to installation.  

 

• “Special Locks” permits (FDLOCK) are not required for electric strikes that are not 

installed on fire door assemblies, but they must be shown on the building permit drawings. 

 

• Any electrical / special locking devices including electric strikes, that are connected to the 

fire alarm system shall require a fire alarm permit. 

 

• Electric strikes are permitted on internal stairway security gates / doors that are not 

otherwise required to be fire rated. However, because they must comply with the 

requirements in the Uniform Statewide Building Code Section 1010.1.9.12, a “special 

locks” permit (FDLOCK) is required.   

 

• When submitting for a “special locks” permit (FDLOCK), all existing and new electrical / 

special locking devices shall be identified on the floor plan including locking that would 

not otherwise require a permit.  Note: Product submittals are not required for devices that 

do not require a permit (i.e., electric strikes, existing approved locks, etc.) 

 

• Low voltage inspectors shall verify that a “special locks” permit (FDLOCK) has been 

applied for through PLUS before conducting and approving the low voltage permit 

inspection. 

 

• Low voltage inspections shall be conducted and passed prior to any fire alarm / door lock 

inspections being scheduled. 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/sites/fire-ems/files/assets/documents/pdf/fire%20marshal/door%20lock%20(fire%20alarm)%20plus%20guidelines.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/sites/fire-ems/files/assets/documents/pdf/fire%20marshal/fire%20alarm%20plus%20guidelines.pdf
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VCC2018P3/chapter-10-means-of-egress#VCC2018P3_Ch10_Sec1010
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