
16.a. That upon enactment of this act and through June 30, 2022, no landlord shall terminate a residential tenancy, or 

take any action to obtain possession of a dwelling unit, for nonpayment of rent, if the eligible tenant has qualified for 

unemployment benefits or experienced a reduction in household income, incurred significant costs, or experienced 

other financial hardship during or due, directly or indirectly, to the coronavirus pandemic, except as follows: 

1. If rent is unpaid when due, or if a payment under the terms of a payment plan is unpaid when due, the landlord 

shall, pursuant to § 55.1-1202, Code of Virginia, serve a written notice on the tenant that informs the tenant of the 

Virginia Rent Relief Program and provides the website address and statewide telephone number for that program. 

The written notice shall also provide information on how to reach 2-1-1 Virginia to determine whether there are any 

other available federal, state and local rent relief programs. 

2. The written notice shall also inform the tenant that the owner, landlord, or owner's licensed agent shall apply for 

rental assistance on the tenant's behalf within 14 days of serving the notice on the tenant, unless the tenant pays in 

full, enters into a payment plan or informs the landlord that they have already applied for rental assistance. The 

landlord shall apply for rental assistance on behalf of the tenant no later than 14 days after serving the written notice 

on the tenant, unless they receive the full amount owed by the tenant or confirmation from the tenant that the tenant 

has applied for rental assistance before the 14th day, or they have entered into a payment plan with the tenant. If the 

tenant has applied for rental assistance, the landlord shall cooperate with the tenant's application, by providing all 

information and documentation required to complete the application, including but not limited to the W-9 form and any 

supporting affidavits. In an initial application, if the landlord or the tenant does not receive written approval from the 

Virginia Rent Relief Program or any other federal, state, or local rent relief program within forty-five days of when a 

completed application for assistance is made by the tenant or the landlord, the landlord may proceed to obtain 

possession of the premise as provided in § 55.1-1251. For any subsequent application, if the landlord or tenant does 

not receive written approval from the Virginia Rent Relief Program or any other federal, state, or local rent relief 

program within fourteen days of submission of the subsequent completed application, the landlord may proceed to 

obtain possession of the premises as provided in § 55.1-1251. If a tenant who has not paid in full or entered into a 

payment plan with the landlord within 14 days after the written notice is served refuses to apply for rental assistance 

and also refuses to cooperate with the landlord in providing information and documentation required to complete the 

application made by the landlord, or if such tenant is determined ineligible for rental assistance, or there are no longer 

funds available through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (P.L. 116-136) and from the 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) (P.L. 117-2) for rental assistance through the Virginia Rent Relief 

program, the landlord may take action to obtain possession of the tenant's dwelling unit as provided in § 55.1-1251, 

Code of Virginia. 

b. If a landlord reports to a consumer reporting agency or debt collector regarding a tenant who is participating in the 

repayment plan or receiving assistance from a federal, state, or local rent relief program, the landlord shall report the 

account as “current" in accordance with the Public Law 116-136: Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act. 

c. If a tenant is complying with a written payment plan with the landlord or has resolved any non-payment of rent, the 

landlord cannot take any action to obtain possession of a dwelling unit for non-payment of rent. 

d. Nothing in this section relieves either the landlord or the tenant from their obligations to maintain the dwelling as 

those obligations are set forth in Article 2 and Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 55.1. 

e. Nothing in this section shall void any judgment for possession validly obtained by a landlord prior to the effective 

date of this act; however, a landlord shall not initiate, maintain, or advance any legal process to obtain possession of 

a dwelling unit for non-payment of the rent unless the landlord complies with the provisions of this section. 
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f. Notwithstanding any other language to the contrary, should the Governor declare a state of emergency pursuant to 

§ 44-146.17 of the Code of Virginia in response to a communicable disease of public health threat as defined in § 44-

146.16 of the Code of Virginia, and if that declaration specifically provides that the eighth enactment of Chapter 552 

of the Acts of Assembly Special Session I shall supersede the language set forth in enactment sixteen of this act then 

this sixteenth enactment shall not be effective so long as such a declared state of emergency remains in effect. 
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