
Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
January 8, 2025, 7:30 p.m. 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams 
 

The Fairfax County History Commission conducted a virtual meeting with all remote attendees 
on January 8, 2025. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1. Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Chairperson Gretchen Bulova ensured mutual audibility for the 
Commission members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their 
audibility and location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 
Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Gretchen Bulova, Chair Braddock 
Subhi Mehdi, Vice Chair Dranesville 
Tammy Mannarino, Secretary Mount Vernon 
Brian Heintz, Treasurer Braddock 
Anne Stuntz Hunter Mill 
Sue Kovach Shuman** Providence 
Jordan Tannenbaum Springfield 
Margo Coleman Mason 
Elise Murray Hunter Mill 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti** Sully 
Jenee Lindner Springfield 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
None 

 
Commissioners Absent: 
Anne Barnes 
David Meyer 

 
County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Aimee Wells, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Sarah Petroff, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 

 
Staff Present: 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 



Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
**Joined after roll call 

 

--- 
 

Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Jordan Tannenbaum to approve the September 4, 2024; October 2, 2024; 
November 6, 2024; and December 4, 2024, History Commission Meeting Minutes: 

 
Jenee Lindner seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

Subhi Mehdi moved that the History Commission pay the Clerk [Keisha Strand]. 

Tammy Mannarino seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

A motion was made by Tammy Mannarino to approve the amended September 23, 2023, History 
Commission Meeting Minutes: 

 
Jordan Tannenbaum seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
There was a discussion about the status of outstanding minutes, See Attachment 1, Tammy 
Mannarino provided an update. 

-- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Gretchen mentioned the transition of the Treasurer position to Brian Heintz, and expressed thanks to 
Elise Murray for her hard work 

 
Elise Murray reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending January 1, 2025. The balance is 
the same, but does not include the park authority purchases. See Attachment 2 for the January 
report. 

 
--- 

 
Chair’s Update 

 
Chairperson Gretchen Bulova presented the Chair’s update to the Commission. 

 
• She shared gratitude for the new leadership team, appreciation for the previous leadership 

team, and acknowledged long term service of Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Esther McCullough, 
and Sallie Lyons. 



 

There was a discussion among the Commission regarding the tradition of presenting Jefferson cups 
to retired individuals. Elise Murray mentioned that the county no longer allows commissions to 
purchase gifts with the budget funds. Anne Stuntz volunteered to research the cost of engraving to 
present to the executive committee for a decision on whether to take up a donation for the cups. 

 
-- 

 
New Business 

 
• Commission Start Time and Adoption of 2025 Calendar 

 
o Chairperson Gretchen Bulova proposed to the Commission that an earlier start time 

be implemented for the Commission meetings (from 7:30pm to 7:00pm). This was a 
solution to commission members driving home late at night. 

 
Subhi Mehdi moved that the History Commission change the start time of its monthly meetings to 
7:00pm. 

 
Sue Kovach Shuman seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
o Chairperson Gretchen Bulova presented the proposed 2025 calendar of dates for the 

History Commission. See Attachment 3 for the dates. 
 

Subhi Mehdi moved to adopt the History Commission 2025 Calendar of dates 

Jenee Lindner seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

There was a discussion on whether to meet in July of 2025, and the Committee concluded that if 
there is a discussion to change that day, a vote can take later. 

 
The Commission also discussed with staff the requirements for virtual meetings. Laura Kviklys 
clarified that the Commission can hold 50% of their meetings virtually, which virtual meetings 
must be noticed three days prior. She further explained that the current virtual meeting, scheduled 
due to the State of Emergency, does not count toward the 50% requirement. 

 
 

• 2025 Committee Assignments 

 
o Chairperson Gretchen Bulova shared that many committee assignments are now 

vacant, due to recent commission retirements. She requested that the Commission 
review the list and respond to her by January 27th, which committees they would like 
to serve on, as well as Committee Chair positions. See Attachment 4 for Committee 
Assignments. 



There was a discussion regarding the need for a position description of each committee chair. 
Chairperson Gretchen Bulova stated that she would check the binders to see if the descriptions 
already exists and would further discuss with the Executive Committee. 

 
 

• Forest Restoration at Huntley Meadows Park/Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) site, 
 

o Tammy Mannarino shared that a letter regarding the Huntley Meadows Park/AAA 
site, was shared from the Friends of Huntley Meadows Park (FOHMP). The letter 
was sent to the Park Authority and copied to the History Commission Chair, and 
various Historical Societies. In the letter, the friends group shared its concerns 
about the site and that reforestation work will be done there. See Attachment 5 
for the letter. 

o Previous to the letter, both Tammy Mannarino and Sue Kovach Shuman were 
invited to attend a tour of the site with Gary Powers Jr. It was fascinating to see 
the gun emplacement, vestiges of where the barracks were, and read some oral 
histories. 

 
Tammy asked Aimee Wells to respond to questions that arose from the letter. 

 
Aimee responded that a major issue involving this project is communication. She shared that the 
program is called “Helping Our Land Heal”, which is conducted by the Natural Resources Branch. It 
is a multi-step process and the only work that has been done is invasive species removal. When the 
Park Authority took over in 1975, the site was not at that time considered historic, as it came about in 
the 1950s. Staff are looking at an approach to scope the work appropriately. Once a scope is 
approved work will begin, and they will reach out to stakeholders to include history groups. She 
shared that everyone who got the FOHMP letter will receive a response back from parks. 

 
Tammy stated that the site is not on the list historic inventory, and it is outside of the Historic 
Overlay District (HOD) for Huntley Meadows. It would be good to do an overlay of the Washington 
D.C area AAA sites and compare to civil war defense and WWII defense sites to make the 
connection. 

 

--- 
 

 
 

• Dunn-Loring School Update 

Old/Unfinished Business 

 

o Tammy Mannarino shared that on the same day as our the last History Commission 
meeting, there was an in-person Dunn-Loring community meeting, and then the public 
schools gave a presentation with the ARB. 

 
o Laura responded that after the December ARB meeting, FCPS submitted updated 

proffers that were much more in line with what was requested. She shared that the update 
is included in the staff report. 

 
There was a discussion regarding the History Commission sending a letter to the Planning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors prior to the January 16 Planning Commission meeting 
stating its position and suggestions to proffers. 



Subhi Mehdi moved that the History Commission write a letter to the Planning Commission and 
copy the Board of Supervisors, expressing agreement with the ARB and adding the request for 
contextualization by January 13, 2025. 

 
Jordan Tannenbaum seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Franconia Community Center Renaming due January, Elise Ruff Murray 

o Due to technical issues with Elise Ruff Murray’s sound, this discussion was put off 
until the Commissioner Reports portion of the meeting. 

 
--- 

 
Staff Reports 

 
Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys: 

• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 
program, and staff updates. See Attachment 6 for the staff report. 

• She discussed the following: 
o Dunn Loring Elementary School (RZ-2023-PR-00018), Providence District. 

▪ Feb 4th BOS, Public Hearing 
o Misión Evangélica, Sunnyside/DeBell House, (SP 2022-SU-00144, 6321 Old 

Centreville Road, Centreville), Sully District, took place on December 4, 2024, 
where the board asked the applicant to conduct a feasibility study. 

o Architectural Review Board Administrator, Planner III Position is still open for 
recruitment. 

 
Tammy Mannarino mentioned a previous discussion to have someone from the History Commission 
testify at the February 4th Board of Supervisors meeting. 

 
Tammy Mannarino moved that that the Chairperson Gretchen Bulova, Tammy Mannarino, and 
Sue Kovach Shuman be authorized testify on behalf of the History Commission to the Board of 
Supervisors meeting on February 4, 2025. 

 
Subhi Mehdi seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Aimee Wells: 
• Aimee Wells, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and project 

updates to the Commission. See Attachment 7 for the report. 
o Archaeological fieldwork was completed for the Colvin Run connector Trail 
o Contracting is being done for fieldwork for the Royal Lake Trail. 
o Upcoming tree work to take place at Summers Family Cemetery. 

 
Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Sarah Petroff: 

• Sarah Petroff provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on behalf 
of HCB staff. See Attachment 8 for the staff report. 

• Historic Sites Volunteer Corps is currently on winter break, will resume events in early 
spring of 2025. 

• Resident Curator Program evaluation committee has selected the curator for the 



historic Ash Grove house. Draft lease agreement for curator. They are also accepting 
applications for Lahey Lost Valley, the deadline will be 30 days after the first 
application is submitted. 

• Roof replacement is ongoing at Mount Gilead house, and preparations are in process 
for the demolition of the carriage house. 

 
Anne Stuntz asked that staff rename their staff reports to something other than History 
Commission Update so that it stands out in the Egnyte folder. 

 
 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 
• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 

collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 9 for the Virginia Room staff 
report. 

o The Virginia Room hosted a program on Dec 15, 2024, with Pail McCrae of 
NOVA Parks. He gave about 2k documents and records related to the 
operation of the WO&D railroad. Staff will be working on processing those 
for the public. 

o There are two new Finding Aids published 
▪ Fairfax Home Economists in Home and Community Club Records 
▪ Springfield Acres Garden Club Collection 

o Staff has scanned 56 yearbooks through the Library of Virginia. 
o  The Fairfax County Zoning Department released a cool database, 

residential building permits going to the late 1940s are all digitized and now 
available. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
 
 

Advocacy Committee, Anne Stuntz: 
 

There was no update for the Advocacy Committee 
 
 

Awards Committee, David Meyer : 
 

There was no update for the Awards Committee 
 
 

Bylaws, Anne Barnes: 
 

There was no update for the Bylaws Committee 
 
 

Budget Committee, Elise Murray: 
 

There was no update for the Budget Committee 



Cemeteries Committee, Jenee Lindner: 
 

There was no update for the Cemeteries Committee 
 
 

Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Sue Kovach Shuman: 
• Sue Kovach Shuman shared that she has uploaded the committee report from the 

December 17, 2024 meeting, to Egnyte. See Attachment 10 for the report. 
• She mentioned that the committee will need to work with the 250th Committee on the 50 

oral history interviews. 
 
 

Financial Review Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 
 

There was no update for the Financial Committee 
 
 

Ft. Belvoir Committee, Tammy Mannarino: 
 

There was no update for the Fort Belvoir Committee 
 
 
 

History Conference Committee: 
 

There was no update for the History Conference Committee 
 

There was a discussion about the after-conference committee report and final works to be done. 
Wrap up reimbursements. Sue Kovach Shuman volunteered to contact Lynne to see if she plans to do 
one. 

 
Inventory Committee, Elise Murray: 

 

There was no update for the Inventory Committee 
 
 

Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 
 

There was no update for the Markers Committee 
 
 

250th Commission, Chair Gretchen Bulova: 
 

Subhi Mehdi discussed that the History Commission has offered to provide the history content for 
the Fairfax County 250th Commission. There will be a video of oral histories, and the committee 
will be working with Channel 16 on this project. 



 
 

--- 
 

Commissioner Reports 
 

Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 
 

• Elise Murray, The ARB met and had a routine meeting in December. No updates. See 
Attachment 11 for the ARB Reports. 

. 
Website, Cheryl-Ann Repetti 

 

There was no update for the website committee. 
 

Subhi Mehdi asked regarding the website content going to staff. Cheryl responded that staff posts 
the minutes, but the commission still discusses if there needs to be new pages or website updates. 
Page for Oral Histories? 

 
Subhi Mehdi asked if commissioner bios should be on the website, the Commission agreed to not 
have bios on the website. 

 
 
 

• Franconia Community Center Renaming due January 
o Elise Murray stated that the History Commission was asked to assist with the 

renaming of the new meeting rooms at the Franconia Community Center. The 
request was beyond the scope of the Committee. 

o Phylis Walker Ford, who is a member of the community has been introduced to the 
project and will report to Chairperson Gretchen Bulova. 

 
--- 

 
Announcements/ News to Share 

 
• Sue Kovach Shuman received correspondence from Glassgow Middle School 

regarding a program they are planning with reference to Martin Luther King. They 
would like for the Historical Society and the History Commission to endorse and 
be involved. 

 
On behalf of the Historical Society of Fairfax County, she also invited the 
commission members to the Mary Riley Styles library on Tuesday Jan 28, 2025. 
Edwin Henderson will talk about how to create a historic district and answer 
questions. The event will be noticed. 

 
• Jenee Lindner shared about a Black History event at Woodson High school the first 

week in February. Authors from the Black Communities of Fairfax will attend. 
 

• Jordan Tannenbaum is the acting chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic 



Preservation. 
 
 
 

Gretchen Bulova adjourned the meeting at 8:59 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Keisha Strand 
Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 

Date:  4/15/25  
Tammy Mannarino, Corresponding 
Secretary Fairfax County History 
Commission 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Status of Outstanding Minutes as of January 2, 2025 
Attachment 2: Treasurer’s Report, November 2024 and December 2024 
Attachment 3: 2025 History Commission meeting Schedule 
Attachment 4: History Commission Committees 
Attachment 5: Friends of Huntley Meadows Park Letter 
Attachment 6: DPD Branch Report January 2025 
Attachment 7: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 8: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 9: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 10: Ethnic and Oral History Committee Report 
Attachment 11: Architecture Review Board Liaison Report 
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