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Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
October 2, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 

Fairfax County Government Center 
Conference Room 7 

12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

 
The Fairfax County History Commission conducted an in-person meeting with some remote 
attendees on October 2, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 
Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chair At-Large 
Esther McCullough, Vice Chair * Sully 
Anne Stuntz, Secretary Hunter Mill 
Elise Murray, Treasurer Hunter Mill 
Anne Barnes Mount Vernon 
Sallie Lyons Mount Vernon 
Tammy Mannarino Mount Vernon 
Sue Kovach Shuman Providence 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti Sully 
Subhi Mehdi Dranesville 
David Meyer Fairfax City 
Gretchen Bulova Braddock 
Jenee Lindner Springfield 
Margo Coleman* Mason 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
Brian Heintz 

 
Commissioners Absent: 
Jordan Tannenbaum 
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County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Elizabeth Crowell, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 
Jenna Gilbert, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority 

 
Staff Present: 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 

 
Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
*Joined virtually or by phone (voice-only) 
**Joined after roll call 

 
--- 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Business 

 
Chair Announcements, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

 

Chairperson Garvey-Hodge began the meeting with the following announcements: 
• Esther and Lynne will be working with Keisha on the September minutes. Stay tuned. 
• “Fun Fact” from Commission Member, Sallie Lyons, Mount Vernon, shared about the 

history of Arthur T. Hyde’s house in Colchester. 
• Lynne Garvey-Hodge announced that October is the month of celebration for Italian 

Heritage as well as Disabilities. 
• Lynne Garvey-Hodge shared that the onboarding draft template will be updated based on 

feedback received from commission members. 
• Election of New Vice Chair unclear of the motion or second from the vote last month. 

 
Elise Murray moved and was seconded by Jenee Lindner and Anne Barnes, to elect Esther 
McCullogh as Vice Chair of the Fairfax County History Commission, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
A discussion occurred about the recorder that is owned by the commission. David to reach 
out to Elliott on its whereabouts. 

-- 
 

Minutes 
 

The April 2024 and September 2024 minutes will be voted on at the next meeting. 
 

-- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
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Elise Murray reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending July 1, 2024. See Attachment 1 
for the October report. 

--- 
 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys and Stephanie Newman: 
• Laura Kviklys and Stephanie Newman, Fairfax County Department of Planning and 

Development, gave projects, program, and staff updates. See Attachment 2 for the staff 
report. 

• They reviewed VFOIA updates and submission of event notices, and will reach out to 
the Office of the County Attorney (OCA) to receive answers to commission questions. 

 
There was a discussion between the commission on noticing events, commission member 
attendance, and discussions at events. 

 
• They reviewed upcoming events and dates for several public hearings on cases 

involving historical sites in Fairfax County. 
 

Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Elizabeth Crowell: 
• Dr. Elizabeth Crowell, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and 

project updates to the Commission. 
• Provided staff at River Bend, presenting their historic context, which was developed 

for the archaeological project to assist them with their interpretive planning efforts. 
• Work has been initiated at the Carter Family Cemetery. 
• Hosting an October event, “Archtober Fest”, to be held on October 12, 2024, from 

10am-2pm at the Sully Historic Site. Staff will be conducting activities and teaching 
the public on how archaeology contributes to interpretation. 

• Staff will be attending the Council of Virginia Archaeologists (COVA) conference in 
Williamsburg, VA, on November 16, 2024, Staff will be demonstrating how they are 
currently using some of the devices, funded by the History Commission, to map and 
mark sites. 

• Completed Archeology field work at Fairfax Arms in Colchester, and currently 
conducting laboratory analysis on artifacts recovered from Fairfax Arms. 

• Arranged for a ground penetrating radar study to be done at Mount Gilead. 
 
 

Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Jenna Gilbert: 
• Jenna Gilbert provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on behalf 

of HCB staff. 
• Historic Sites Volunteer Corps hosted their October event at Clemyjontri Park. Twelve 

volunteers participated to produce 60 hours. The next event will be at Ashgrove, date 
to be determined. 

• Resident Curator staff received an application for the Ashgrove property. The 
evaluation team meeting will be advertised soon. 

• HBC is accepting applications for the Lahey Lost Valley property. The application 
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period will close after 30 days of receiving an application. 
• The public hearing for the approval Mount Gilead curator lease will be on October 22, 

2024. 
• ARB approved demolition of the Mount Gilead Carriage house. The conditions are to 

document the building, following clearing and scrubbing, and save items for the 
rebuild. 

 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 
• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 

collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 3 for the Virginia Room staff 
report. 

• Eric Carzone will be the new Library Director, to begin on November 4, 2024. He 
comes from Montgomery County. 

• There was a 
• ‘Late Night in the Virginia Room” event, which was open until 11pm, 20 people in 

attendance for a great event. 
• The Virginia Room hosted a lecture for NOVA’s History 180 Archaeology Class, 

and the Fairfax County Youth Leadership Program. 
• Several commissioners donated yearbooks and drawings to the Virginia Room. 
• There will be a ceremony for the 50th anniversary of the WO&D Railroad Trail, 

several County Supervisors and staff will be in attendance. Monday, October 7, 
2024, at 10am. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Budget and Inventory Committees, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray provided an update regarding the annual budget allocation as well as 
funding for the “Fairfax Resolves”. As agreed, she will request $21,013 along with 
supporting documentation to approve the funding. 

 
• There was no update for the Inventory Committee 

 

History Conference Committee, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Ann Stuntz, requested for the commissioners to take a few flyers to make sure that 

their district supervisor has one. 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge reported that Elise Murray will be the handler for 

the History Commission Conference. The committee met last week, next meeting is 
October 22, 2024, at 7:30pm. Sherwood Library, Nan Netherton Room, 2nd Floor. 
There are 88 people registered out of a possible 130 spaces; all of the exhibitor tables 
have been taken. Bull Run Round Table will have a lot of attendance. There is a 
video, and several dignitaries and commission members will be in the video. 

 
 
 

Awards Committees, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
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• Five awards have been submitted, to include Lifetime Achievement, Cultural 
Heritage Engagement, Nan Netherton, Edith Moore Sprouse, and the Beth 
Mitchell awards. See Attachment 4 for list of winners. 

 
Elise Murray moved and was seconded by Tammy Mannarino, to grant the approval for the 
monetary awards of $1,100.00, and to approve the purchase of eleven plaques up to $650.00, 
for a total of $1,750.00, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

Advocacy Committee, Annual Report, and County Children’s Project, Ann Stuntz: 
• Ann Stuntz, noted that the Advocacy Committee supported Oakton Day in August, and 

discussed history with people who don’t know we exist; they are a lot of fun. Upcoming 
is Octoberfest and Providence event this Saturday, October 5, 2024. 

• Lynne, reported that the coloring book is still in the works 
 

Onboarding Commission 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge working on the flyers from the feedback provided by 

the commissioners. 
 

Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Esther McCullough: 
• Esther McCullough updated the Commission that the Ethnic and Oral History Committee 

held a meeting in September. They discussed presenting blurbs on history to the public, 
not on a set schedule, but from time to time. The committee needs to decide how they 
will meet in the future, as there has not been a quorum to be able to have an official 
meeting. 

• October 17th will be the interview for Commissioner Subhi Mehdi. 
 

Ft. Belvoir Committee, Tammy Mannarino: 
• Tammy Mannarino reviewed that there is a working group of stakeholders to name a new 

housing village at Fort Belvoir to Young Village, after the historic segregated Officers’ 

Housing. There will be a vote next month, and it is requested that the commission consider 
the name. 

 

250th Commission, Gretchen Bulova: 
 

• Gretchen Bulova shared about the Regional 250th meeting at Oakland, which included an 
overview of what has happened so far and initiatives to come. Fairfax County 250th 

Commission, still working on opt in list serve and newsletter. They will be presenting to 
the Board of Supervisors and have submitted a budget to the county for the Signature 
Experience, for a mobile exhibit that will go to the schools, parks, etc. 

• The History Commission 250th Committee had a great meeting, which included discussions 
on how the Committee can support the Fairfax County 250th Commission. The Facebook 
page has been converted and Chris Barbuschak will be updating it. Next committee 
meeting will be on October 22, 2024. 

 
 

Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 
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• Elise Murray, The ARB had to regretfully approve the demolition of the carriage house 
at Mount Gilead. The Park Authority did not have the money to maintain the house, 
which left it neglected and now it has to come down. 

. 
 

Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 
• Cheryl-Ann Repetti indicated that the committee did not have enough members for a 

quorum. There is a draft that was report that is still being worked out, to hopefully be 
presented next month. The Pines letter was sent in accordance with a motion passed at the 
September 2024 meeting. 

-- 
 

Old/Unfinished Business 
 

Re-naming of Bailey’s Community Center to Minnie H. Peyton Community Center at Baileys, 
September 14, 2024 – 10:00am Margo Coleman: 

• Margo Coleman stated that the event went well, with great weather. Lots of dignitaries were 
present and spoke. Each speaker took time to thank the History Commission, and those who 
played a role in making the event happen. 

• There is a plan to have a Springdale marker placed in the community. Margo Coleman will 
work with Cheryl-Ann Repetti for this. 

• Esther McCullough thanked the Colemans for pursuing this cause and making sure that the 
project happened. 

 
Update on AAHI Project, Updates from Mary Lipsey: 

• Lynne Garvey-Hodge stated that Mary submitted updates, she will share with the 
commission. 

 
--- 

 

 
• No new business. 

New Business 

 

--- 
 

Announcements (See Recording) 
• Jenee Lindner spoke on a panel for the Association of African American Military 

History, Pittsburg, PA, 
 

• Sally Lyons will be going to the Annual Archaeology meeting, listening to 
speakers and possibly having them speak for the commission events. 

 
• Tammy Mannarino, met with fellow in residence at Mount Vernon who is 

researching about Ann Washington, that there is evidence she was mixed race. 
 

• Still working on dates for the bylaws committee, per Anne Barnes 
 

• Sue Kovach Shuman, reported on programs for the Historical Society of Fairfax 
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County. Mary Lipsey will be discussing her book on Sunday, October 6, 2024, at 
George Mason beginning at 12:30pm. Mary Anne Dobbins will be at Merrifield on 
Sunday, October 13, 2024, at 2pm. 

 
• Lynne Garvey-Hodge, The Suffragist Memorial in September, had a wonderful 

presentation, Judge Quander was there. On October 25, 2024, Lynne will be at 
turning point for a Leadership for Women Program. 

 
• David Meyer, Jeff McKay asked him to serve on a board to help with 

homelessness. The City of Fairfax put money in their budget as part of the 
strategic plan for the Office of Historic Resources, 1-, 2-, and 5-year plan, to 
include a discussion about needing a new museum. Also, have endangered 
buildings and the city will receive proposals for readapting those building. 

 
• Subhi Mehdi, Supervisor Bierman has selected the second commissioner for 

Dranesville and may be here in November. 
 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge adjourned the meeting at 9:33 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Keisha Strand 
Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Stuntz, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

Date: 04/09/2025 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Treasurer’s Report, October 2024 
Attachment 2: DPD Branch Report October 2024 
Attachment 3: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 4: Conference List of Awards 
Attachment 5: Archeology and Collections Branch report 
Attachment 6: Heritage Conservation Branch and Resident Curator Program report 
Attachment 7: Nominating Committee Report 
Attachment 8: Conference Committee report 
Attachment 9: Ft Belvoir Working group report 
Attachment 10: Ft Belvoir Lesser Known History 
Attachment 11: Fairfax 250th report 
Attachment 12: 250th Committee minutes 
Attachment 13: ARB report 
Attachment 14: The Pines letter 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5: Archeology and Collections Branch report 
 

Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority 
History Commission Report 
October 2, 2024 
Liz Crowell reporting 

 

ACB provided Riverbend staff with historic context we developed for archaeology onsite to assist with their 

interpretive planning efforts. 

ACB initiated work at Carter Family Cemetery. Aimee Wells and Liz Crowell met with Gloria Runyon and 

DeeDee Carter, members of the Carter family, as a component of the project. 

Staff will be holding an "Arctoberfest event on October 12 from 10:00-2:00. Staff has reached out to other 

archaeological organizations who will be present onsite that day. Staff has been coordinating with RMI and 

Sully staff in the planning of the event. Staff will be available for activities that will assist in the 

understanding of how archaeology contributes to interpretation. 

Staff will be participating in the Council of Virginia Archaeologists (COVA) public outreach event to 

commemorate the 50th anniversary of COVA. The event will be held at the Southeastern Archaeological 

Conference (SEAC) in Williamsburg on November 16. 

Staff completed archaeological fieldwork at Fairfax Arms in Colchester prior to the removal of a pool. Staff is 

currently conducting laboratory processing and analysis of artifacts recovered from Fairfax Arms. 

Staff is preparing for a ground penetrating radar study, to be followed by a Phase I archaeological 

investigation at Mount Gilead. This work is being done prior to the house being occupied by a Resident 

Curator. ACB staff also will be monitoring the demolition of the carriage house (which was recently approved 

by the Architectural Review Board). 
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Attachment 6: Heritage Conservation Branch and Resident Curator Program report 
 
 

Heritage Conservation Branch 

Resource Management Division 

History Commission Updates 

October 2, 2024 

 

Historic Sites Volunteer Corps 
 

• The Historic Sites Volunteer Corps hosted their September event at historic 
Clemyjontri Grove, 12 volunteers signed up and dedicated 60 hours to the event! 

• The Historic Sites Volunteer Corps will have its next event in October at historic Ash 
Grove 

 
Resident Curator Program Updates 

 
• RCP staff have received one application for the Ash Grove property. The evaluation 

team meeting schedule will be advertised soon. Please check the Resident Curator 
Program website for information and updates. 

• The RCP is accepting applications for Lahey Lost Valley. Once staff receives an 
application, a deadline for additional applications will be set for 30 calendar days 
following the date the initial application was received. 

• The Board of Supervisor’s Public Hearing for the approval of the Mount Gilead house 
curator lease will be on October 22nd. Roof replacement work will begin in October. 

• The Architectural Review Board took action on 9/12/2024 to approve the demolition 
of the Mount Gilead carriage house. The approval was issued with the following 
conditions – FCPA document the building following the clearing and grubbing and 
prior to demolition, and FCPA plan to salvage materials as reasonable, and for use in 
the rehabilitation of the house where possible. Staff are awaiting quotes. 
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Attachment 7: Nominating Committee Report 

 
2024 Fairfax County History Commission Nominating Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
September 24, 2024 

Tysons Pimmit Regional Library 
11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 
 

The purpose of the Nominating Committee is to nominate a slate of officers for the annual election of the 
Executive Committee ( commission officers) for the following year (2025). 

 
The 2024 Nominating Committee comprises of three volunteer members: 

Jenee Lindner, Subhi Mehdi, and Cheryll Rapetti. 
 

The committee elected Jenee Lindner as the Chair. 
 

Guided by the job descriptions articulated in the commission by-laws, the committee discussed various 
options for the four office positions of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

 
The committee agreed to meet the following four Thursdays from 3:00 – 5:00 pm at the Tysons Pimmit 
Regional Library to complete its mission. 
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Attachment 8: Conference Committee report 

 
Summary of FCHC/History Conference Planning Committee Meeting 924/2024; 7:30pm; FCPL, Nan 

Netherton Room, 2nd Floor Next Meeting: October 22, 2024, Tuesday – 7:30pm, Nan 
Netherton Room Present: In Person: Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Cheryl-Ann Repetti, Sue Kovach Shuman 

Remote: Esther McCullough, Liz Crowell, Mike Irwin, Jordan Tannenbaum; Not Present: Sallie Lyons, Anne 
Barnes, David Meyer, Naomi Zeavin, Susan Gray, Megan Leining Theme of Conference: “WE Are Fairfax 
County – The Power of Place: Home!” 11/2/2024; 8:30am – 4:00pm; The Stacy C. Sherwood Center 
3740 Blenheim Blvd, Fairfax, VA 22030; (703) 385-1695; COMPLIMENTARY CONFERENCE including 
Breakfast & Lunch 
- ---------------------- Per the Reminder email sent out on 9/24/2024 – 12:01AM, we discussed the following & 
more: In terms of Budget, the Commission voted on 9/4/2024 to increase our budget to $6,500.00 – which 
was exceedingly good news! * We will gather and list on a flyer (that has the Agenda for the day on one side) 
placed on the tables, the names of all Conference Committee members since our first year working together. 
It is with great pride & joy that we can note how steadfast our committee has been these past 20 years! 
Bravo! We will also list current FCHC Advisory Committee members. * Flow of the day stays the same as 
decided in August, 2024; All speakers have received the Agenda/Run-of-Show and the blue, 2 page 
Conference Flyer * We have printed 500 Conference flyers (most recently Anne Stuntz valiantly delivered 
flyers to over 8 locations – THANK YOU, ANNE!!) and spent $94.50 +$152.00 – we are close to our $350.00 
allotment; still need Feedback sheets printed & miscellaneous; Flyers will be distributed to the Commission 
members on 10/2/2024 * With a surprise of more registrations than expected to date (compared to the past 
at this time of year) we are looking at a full audience of attendees. The 10 exhibitor/author tables have been 
registered for. Cheryl & Sue have agreed to host the Registration table. Due to our budget we will cap 
registrations at 130. * As of 9/30/2024, Elise R. Murray who will be in attendance – has agreed to assist in 
getting VIP’s to their correct table and making sure they have everything they might need. * Still to be done: 
ordering of balloons & chrysanthemums for the stage + any needed table cloths We also give Presenters a 
small gratitude plaque, which will need to be created soon. (Lynne has a template for same) * The Awards 
Committee has completed their decisions on the Awards; 11 award plaques will be distributed and 
$1,100.00 in Award monies given. W-9 forms will need to be sent to Awardees and Presenters who will be 
receiving Honorariums. * Lynne has a note into Kaveh w/ The City of Fairfax to see if we might be able to set 
up the afternoon of 11/1/2024 * Several Commission members & past Commission members have offered 
to donate their authored books for Trivia prizes * Someone needs to take charge of getting the signage up 
and the “Drop & Swap” table set up and monitored * Sue & Esther are working out our food for the day & 
we will likely not order personalized cookies; they are expensive. (as much as $4+ each); Jordan will need 
assistance in picking up and bringing the morning breakfast bagels to SCC. * Gretchen Bulova is aware that 
we will need approx. 130 “Fairfax Resolves” * We discussed the continued creation of the 20th Anniversary 
Video – Liz & Esther have agreed to review a batch of pics from Jack Hiller’s “reserve” & identify key pics that 
really “pop” & tell our story. If this could be done by Fri., 10/4 & forwarded to me, that would be great. 
Sharon Bulova, Jeff McKay, Gerry Connolly, Mary Lipsey, Barbara Naef have all agreed to provide background 
voice overs for the video & filming dates are being made & recordings completed. The meeting ended a bit 
before 9:00pm. THE NEXT Meeting will be on Tuesday, 10/22/2024 – 7:30pm – Same place: FCPL – Nan 
Netherton Room. Please be in touch if I left something out or if you have any questions. THANK YOU. 

Lynne 2 
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Summary of FCHC/History Conference Planning Committee Meeting 8/27/2024; 7:30pm; FCPL, Nan 

Netherton Room, 2nd Floor Next Meeting: September 24, 2024, Tuesday – 7:30pm, Nan 
Netherton Room Present: In Person: Lynne Garvey-Hodge Remote: Esther McCullough, Liz Crowell, 

Mike Irwin; Not Present: Sallie Lyons, Sue Kovach Shuman, Anne Barnes, David Meyer, Naomi Zeavin , 
Susan Gray, Megan Leining, Jordan Tannenbaum, Chery-Ann Repetti Theme of Conference: “WE Are 
Fairfax County – The Power of Place: Home!” 11/2/2024; 8:30am – 4:00pm; The Stacy C. Sherwood 
Center 3740 Blenheim Blvd, Fairfax, VA 22030; (703) 385-1695; COMPLIMENTARY CONFERENCE including 
Breakfast & Lunch A short meeting was had & we were done by 8:15pm. A small change to the Conference 
Agenda was discussed and the afternoon session will now reflect “Our Black Neighbors: Then & Now” 
preceding our 2nd Keynote speaker, Dr. Doug Owsley. See attached updated Agenda for close to final 
summary of the conference. Leonard Orange from Channel 16 will be overseeing the 20th Anniversary video 
production which we discussed. Short video interviews with the theme: “Commentaries on Conferences: 
Past, Present & Future” & with potential interviewees were identified: Gerry Connolly, Sharon Bulova, 
Debbie Robison, Carol Herrick, Mike Irwin & Esther McCullough (could be more?). Schedules w/ both 
Channel 16 and the interviewees will also determine who will speak. Lynne will have a first draft of a script 
ready by the 9/6/2024 for Leonard. We are still in the photograph/video gathering mode. Marion Hiller has 
been contacted to see if she can access any of the many, many pictures that Jack had taken during the 

conference & Nancy Olds has been contacted, too. Gerry Connolly’s office has been contacted as well. 
Channel 16 will do their best to shoot footage on site of the interviewee. It was agreed that the background 
music for the video should be patriotic and even Civil War oriented including the piece, “Ashokan Farewell”. 
Former Conference flyers have been sent to Leonard along with many, many photographs. Naomi Zeavin has 
suggested we take a look at one of her videos from her Youtube Collection, video #5, as it includes a strong 
start for us to consider. Stay tuned for more information/updates at our next meeting: September 24, 2024; 
7:30pm FCPL Nan Netherton Rm. The summary from our August meeting is attached – please review as I will 
be sharing the included budget at the 9/4/2024 History Commission meeting. We discussed the brochure – 
which Sarah Oberther has been hoping to work on. Lynne has created a first draft of a brochure which is 
attached to this email as well as summaries of all the 20 Conferences in the past + significant statistics. 
Please take a look! Please be in touch if you think of anything else we should include in this summary. 

THANK YOU! Lynne Garvey-Hodge 3 
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Summary of FCHC/History Conference Planning Committee Meeting 7/23/2024; 7:30pm; FCPL, Nan 

Netherton Room, 2nd Floor Next Meeting: August 27, 2024, Tuesday – 7:30pm, Nan 

Netherton Room Present: In Person: Jordan Tannenbaum, Chery-Ann Repetti, Lynne Garvey-Hodge; 

Remote: Esther McCullough, Liz Crowell, Mike Irwin; Not Present: Sallie Lyons, Sue Kovach Shuman, Anne 
Barnes, David Meyer, Naomi Zeavin, Susan Gray, Megan Leining Theme of Conference: “WE Are Fairfax 
County – The Power of Place: Home!” 11/2/2024; 8:30am – 4:00pm; The Stacy C. Sherwood Center 
3740 Blenheim Blvd, Fairfax, VA 22030; (703) 385-1695; COMPLIMENTARY CONFERENCE including 

Breakfast & Lunch Lynne reviewed the DRAFT Agenda. Discussion, elaboration, questions, decisions 
ensued including: * Agreement on the $1,250 cost for re-enactor Brian Hilton to launch the Conference 
and a projected total of conference expenditures = $6,000 – $6,500 to be presented at the 8/7/2024 
FCHC Meeting. Food Continued confirmation of our Reprise of the Past, the favored breakfast was 
Bagels, Lox & Cream Cheese/watch #’s. Jordan will be coordinating and working with the same vendor 

& using his well-honed negotiating skills to order no more than 106 Bagels (his favorite number). We 
will be working with Panera for our lunch offerings. Jason’s more recent bids came in too high. We 
should have all #’s ready for a draft Budget ASAP. Esther & Sue will be working with Panera. If 
difficulties in communication continue, we can always go back to vendors from2023, who are now in 
the county finance system.? Agenda (see attached to this email) Still need to discuss 20th Anniversary 
Conference Favors; check-in – ALL; Could this be copies of the Fairfax Resolves? Other? - Channel 16’s 

“20 Years of FCHC Conferences Anniversary video”. I believe of today (8/3/3024) a Final 
Conference Invitation via either – Cheryl or Sarah Oberther is under construction 
Please note next 2 pages for Conference intro. Info./DRAFT Budget. THANK YOU all for being there! I 
truly believe this will be an outstanding Conference & Celebration of 20 years of Excellence in Fairfax 

County by fulfilling our Commission mandate to Fairfax County citizens! Lynne Garvey - 
Hodge 
Fairfax County History Commission, Chairperson Historian I, At-Large Commissioner & Annual Conference & 

Awards Chairperson https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/events 

PO Box 110, Clifton, Virginia 20124, cp - (703) 862-5154 

“We must learn to live together as brothers and sisters or 
we will perish together as fools.” --Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 4 

“WE Are Fairfax County, The Power of Place: Home” 
“A human life, I think, should be well rooted in some spot of native land, where it 

may get the love of tender kinship for the face of the earth, for the labours of 
people to go forth to, for the sounds and accents that haunt it; for whatever will 

give that early home a familiar unmistakable difference among the future widening 
of knowledge. The best introduction of astronomy is to think of the nightly heavens 
as a little lot of stars belonging to one’s own homestead.” George Elliot (aka, Mary Ann 

Evans) 5 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/events
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Going Home, Song by Mary Fahl 

They say there's a place , where dreams have all gone 
They never said where, but I think I know 

Its miles through the night just over the dawn 
On the road that will take me home * I know in my bones, I've been here before 

The ground feels the same, tho’ the land's been torn 

I've a long way to go, the stars tell me so 

On this road that will take me home. * Love waits for me round the bend 
Leads me endlessly on 

Surely sorrows shall find their end 

And all our troubles will be gone 

And I know what I've lost, and all that I won 

When the road finally takes me home. * 
And when I pass by , don't lead me astray 

Don't try and stop me , don't stand in my way 

I'm bound for the hills where cool waters flow 

On this road that will take me home. * 

Love waits for me round the bend 

Leads me endlessly on 

Surely sorrows shall find their end 
And all our troubles will be gone 

And we'll know what we've lost and all that we've won 
When the road finally takes me home. 

I'm going home, I'm going home, I'm going home. 6 
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Fairfax County History Commission’s Annual Conference – 2024 “WE Are Fairfax County! – A County of 

Nations The Power of Place: Home” D R A F T Budget – 8/3/2024 Particulars: Location: The 

Stacy C. Sherwood Community Center 3740 Blenheim Boulevard, Fairfax, VA 22030; · (703) 385 -7858 8:30am 

- Cost: $0.00 [Normal rental space w/ amenities would exceed $5,000.00 for the day] THANK YOU, The Honorable 

David Meyer Attendees: General public seating set-up for conference are round tables of 6-8 & for 110-120 

attendees The Conference is completely complimentary this year with registrations being handled (as of am, 
8/3/2024) – on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/20th-annual-fairfax-county-history-conference- 
tickets-973459632967?aff=oddtdtcreator . Will need coordination between Chery & Mike on accessibility 

and maintenance of same. Expenses [draft] Honorariums: * George Washington, (Brian Hilton) 

$1,250.00 (+ travel??) * George Mason (Don McAndrews) 100.00 * Nancy Mason (Janis Harless) 

100.00 * ?? Panel Discussion members & other presenters?? Keynote Speakers * Ron Maxwell 200.00 
* Dr. Doug Owsley 200.00 Copies of Conference flyer (not certain if will be handled internally in the Countyor 

externally; Primarily electronically distributed) 350.00 Miscellaneous 200.00 Table Cloths & Decorations 

200.00 Award Plaques (5) @ $45.00 + shipping (Baudville #31623) 250.00 Award costs under different 

account: Approx. $500.00 Food (Bagels, juice, coffee, sugar, cream, fruit for breakfast; Panera for Lunch; 

remember 1/3 s/b vegetarian) 3,500.00 T O T A L $6,350.00 
Questions left to be confirmed/answered & info. which should be included on the Conference Flyer: (1) 
We have offered scholarships to FCPC students in the past – how to notify schools/students of same; 
check w/ Commission member Brian Heintz 
(2) We have also offered CCEU’s to FCPS teachers – see Brian Heintz & Craig Perrier (Lynne has a sample 
template from last year) 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/20th-annual-fairfax-county-history-conference-
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Attachment 9: Ft Belvoir Working group report 
Report to FCHC on Fort Belvoir History Working Group 

October 3, 2024 

 
Background: Following the Secretary of the Army’s letter recommending retaining the name Fort 

Belvoir and continuing collaboration to better understand and tell the history of the site, Dr. 

Moeller, Deputy to the Garrison Commander of Fort Belvoir invited Tammy Mannarino and Jenee 
Lindner to participate in a History Working Group. This group has grown over the summer and has 
worked to refine its path forward through a major shift in Fort Belvoir’s leadership in August. 

 

Current Members of the Fort Belvoir Working Group: 
Sean Lehane, Deputy to the Garrison Commander, Fort Belvoir 

Dr. John Moeller, former Deputy Garrison Commander, Fort Belvoir 
Vance Zavela, Fort Belvoir Liaison, Fairfax County Department of Economic Initiatives 
Tammy Mannarino, Fairfax County History Commission, Mount Vernon District 
Jenee Lindner, Fairfax County History Commission, Springfield District 
Judge Rohulamin Quander, Director, Quander Historical and Educational Society Inc. 
Karen Corbett Sanders, retired Mount Vernon District Representative, Fairfax County School Board 

William Rowe, Community Volunteer and Partnership Leader, NVRC 
Niki Zimmerman, President, Fairfax NAACP* 
Vincent Carter, President Gum Springs Civic Association, Woodlawn Descendant 

James Wells, Program Assistant Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House 
Heather Johnson, Interim Director, Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House 

 
Fort Belvoir Leadership Transition: 
In August, three key leadership positions turned over. Colonel David Stewart assumed Command of 
the Garrison at Fort Belvoir from Colonel Joseph Messina. Sean Lehane took over the civi lian 
position of Deputy to the Garrison Commander from Dr. John Moeller. There was also a change of 
the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Garrison Commander. Command Sergeant Major Dan Hopkins 
took over responsibilities from Command Sergeant Major Garth Newell. 

 
Fort Belvoir History Group Lines of Effort 

 

First Line of Effort: Raise Awareness of Antebellum Free Black Community of Woodlawn and 

Segregated Housing Development of Young Village 
• Recommend interpretive signage at Fort Belvoir Elementary School as well as 

educational opportunities 
• Recommend the new housing village be named Young Village and the streets named 

to memorialize African American Soldiers and local history/historical figures 
 

Second Line of Effort: Improve historical interpretation of Indigenous, African American and 

Women’s historical sites across Fort Belvoir including Belvoir Ruins 
• Recommend the placement of up to 25 additional markers. Replace the signage at 

Belvoir manor and/or include a QR code accessing an updated history of the site 
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Third Line of Effort: Create a fuller picture of military history on Fort Belvoir. 
• Recommend naming streets and suitable permanent structures on Fort Belvoir with 

ties to Fort Belvoir as well as to memorialize local historical figures. 
 

Moving Forward: 
Working Group Members are reaching out to their communities to share the efforts toward better 
understanding and interpreting the history of Fort Belvoir and the land it occupies. They are also 
seeking input regarding the name for the new housing village and other sites on post. Examples of 
that outreach include: 

 
• The Michaels Organization – On September 18th, Vance Zavela, Tammy Mannarino, Judge 

Quander and Karen Corbett Sanders met with the group that is planning the new housing 
village at Fort Belvoir to discuss the possibilities of naming and historic interpretation that 
this development affords. 

• Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) Community, Military and Federal Facilities 
Partnership – Tammy Mannarino provided a presentation to this group on September 19th. 
Working Group members, Will Rowe, Sean Lehane, Jenee Linder and Vance Zavela are 
regular attendees of this partnership. 

• The Association for the Study of African American Life and History – Jenee Lindner 
attended their Annual Conference from September 25-29, and served as a panelist on “The 
Power of Art to Communicate our Military History” 

 
Next Steps: 

 

• Working Group Tour of "Woodlawn: People and Perspectives" exhibit, which highlights the 
contributions of enslaved people and free Black families like the Hollands who lived and 
worked on the property. 

• Judge Quander will include some of this information in his remarks at the History 
Conference. 

• Seeking input regarding the name of Young Village for the new housing development. (See 

summary of Young Village history in Egnyte File) 

 
 

Proposed Motion for the FCHC: 
 

I move that the History Commission provide input regarding the use of the name of Young 
Village for the new housing development at Fort Belvoir at the November 6 meeting. 
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Attachment 10: Ft Belvoir Lesser Known History 
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State Commission 

Attachment 11: Fairfax 250th report 
History Commission 

Semiquincentennial Report 
October 2, 2024 

Submitted by Gretchen Bulova, Committee Chair 

1. Regional meeting held on October 2 at Oatlands to share 250th plans in the Northern Virginia area. 
 

Fairfax County 250 Commission 
1. The Commission still working on an “opt-in” list serve and newsletter. 
2. Making a presentation to the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, October 8th to review 250th plans to 

date. 
3. Submitted a budget request to the County to support a “Signature Experience” vehicle that would 

travel to county festivals, events, and schools between September 2025 and July 2026. 
 

History Commission Committee 
1. Met as a committee to coordinate History Commission initiatives and support for the 250th. The 

committee is researching oral history technology, short videos on Channel 16, and America250 
contests for school-age students. 

2. In addition, the committee will provide historical content for the “Signature Experience” as well as 
the FX250 newsletters. 

3. The next meeting will be held October 22 at 7 p.m. at the Government Center (Room 8) 
 

Fairfax Resolves Distribution: 
• Virginia Room – 10 copies (for archive and a few to hand out) 
• Freeman Store & Museum – 10 copies to go with exhibit 
• Sons of the American Revolution – 150 copies for registered participants 
• Allison Wickens, Mount Vernon - 25 copies - for tour in Alexandria last night 
• General Public at Market Square – approximately 300 copies 
• Gadsby’s Tavern for Fairfax Resolves Tour - 50 
• Pohick Church - 25 
• Fairfax 250 Commission Members - 10 
• Fairfax Museum -8 
• Gunston Hall & Mount Vernon for Symposium – 150 
• FCHC for August Meeting – 12 
• Fairfax Museum – 25 
• Historic Alexandria -100 
• FCPS, via Brian Heinz - 100 

 
Additional Distribution: 
• Future Fairfax 250 events 
• HC History Conference (150) 
• Supervisor Storck’s office 
• Virginia Room 
• As requested 
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Attachment 12: 250th Committee minutes 

 
Fairfax County History Commission 

250th Committee 
Wednesday, September 18th 
Government Center Room 8 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
 
Attending: Gretchen Bulova (Chair), Brian Heinz, Tammy Mannarino, Subhi Medhi, Sue Shuman 

 
1. Role of the Committee in supporting the Fairfax250 Commission, through December 2026. 

 
2. Review of VA250 and FX250 

a. Themes – following those provided by VA250, Virginia’s History is America’s Story 
b. Major events – Fairfax Resolves, VA250 July 4th celebrations, VA250 signature 

exhibit, VA250 History Mobile 
 

3. Activities to support 
a. Fairfax Resolves 250th anniversary, with publication of the pocket Fairfax Resolves 
b. Compiled a list of history organizations in Fairfax County to use as the marketing 

base for the commemoration 
c. Fairfax County 250th signature experience content curators 
d. Oral History technology and collecting process 
e. Channel 16 video content (12-16 episodes) 
f. Historical content for monthly 250th newsletter (four in 2025, twelve in 2026) 

 
4. Funding needs 

a. Oral History component of the signature experience 
i. Research options 

ii. Oral Histories deposited in the Virginia Room 
iii. Define what is captured, prompts, etc. 

b. Proposal to the History Commission for funding 
 

5. Assignments: 
a. Brian: America250 contests and how can be incorporated into the signature 

experience visits to schools, rec centers, and SACC programs 
b. Tammy: Map out historical content for 250th monthly newsletters 
c. Subhi: Map out video content, with an emphasis on diverse communities today 
d. Sue: Oral History technology used by GMU 
e. Gretchen: Outreach to Channel 16 to determine feasibility of video content, length, 

frequency, etc. AND oral history collection options used by local museums and 
libraries 

 
6. Next meeting: October 22 at 7 p.m. at the Government Center 
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Attachment 13: ARB report 
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Attachment 14: The Pines letter 
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