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Fairfax County History Commission 

Monthly Meeting 

 

December 4, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 
Fairfax County Government Center  

Conference Room 2/3 
12000 Government Center Parkway, 

 Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
 

The Fairfax County History Commission conducted a conducted an in-person meeting with 
some remote attendees on December 4, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 7:54 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 

1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 

Before proceeding, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 

Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chair        At-Large 
Esther McCullough, Vice Chair  Sully 
Anne Stuntz, Secretary                                                              Hunter Mill 

Tammy Mannarino Mount Vernon 
Sue Kovach Shuman* ** Providence 
Brian Heintz Braddock 
Jordan Tannenbaum                                                               Springfield 

Margo Coleman                                                                         Mason 

Anne Barnes                                                                              Mount Vernon 

Subhi Mehdi                                                                          Dranesville 

Sallie Lyons                                                                                 Mount Vernon  
 
Commissioners Excused: 

    Gretchen Bulova 
David Meyer 

     

    Commissioners Absent:  

Elise Murray, Treasurer 

Jenee Lindner 
    Cheryl-Ann Repetti  
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County Liaisons Present: 

Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development;  
Jenna Gilbert, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority  
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library;  

 
Staff Present: 

Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 

 
Special Guests Present: 

None 

 
*Joined virtually or by phone (voice-only) 

**Joined after roll call 

 
--- 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Business 

 

Chair Announcements, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

 
Chairperson Garvey-Hodge began the meeting with the following announcements:  

• National Universal Rights Month,  

o 12/2-International Day for the Abolition of Slavery 
o 12/3-International Day for People with Disabilities 
o 12/10-International Human Rights Day 
o 12/20-International Human Solidarity Day 

• “Fun Fact” from Commission Member, Tammy Mannarino, Jackson Miles Abbott 

• Thank You’ s & Summary of 2024/ELT Commitments, On-boarding & Future Vision  

• Slate of proposed Officers, 2025 

o Chair - Gretchen Bulova 
o Vice Chair – Subhi Mehdi 
o Secretary – Tammy Mannarino 
o Treasure - Brian Heintz 

 

Jordan Tannenbaum moved, and was seconded by Esther McCullough, that the History 

Commission approve the 2025 proposed officers slate. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
-- 

 
Minutes 

 
The September 2024, October 2024 and November 2024 minutes will be voted on at the next meeting. 

 

-- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Treasurer’s report will be deferred until the next meeting. 

--- 
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There was a discussion among the commission regarding the significance of the minutes and 

treasurer reports being completed and approved in a timely manner for reporting and record 
keeping purposes.  

 
Staff Reports 

 

Heritage Resources Branch, Stephanie Newman: 

• Stephanie Newman, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave 

projects, program, and staff updates. See Attachment 1 for the staff report. Dunn 
Loring School was discussed and Sue Kovach Shuman arrived virtually to the meeting 

having just attended an in-person community meeting regarding the replacement of the 

school.  The Commission is interested to learn the Architecture Review Board’s 

position on December 12. 

• She reviewed VFOIA updates and submission of event notices, and the IF/THEN 

responses from the Office of the County Attorney, OCA. 

 

There was a discussion between the commission on the IF/THEN responses. Commission 

members asked where they could appeal these interpretations of the law. 

 

 

• ADA requirements for items needed on FCHC website; staff will assist with ensuring 

that documents posted will be in compliance if provided to staff in a timely manner.  

 

 

Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB): 
 

There was no update for the Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB) 
 
 

Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Jenna Gilbert: 

• Jenna Gilbert provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on behalf 
of HCB staff. See Attachment 2 for the staff report. 

• Historic Sites Volunteer Corps is currently on winter break, will resume events in early 
spring of 2025.  

• Resident Curator Program evaluation committee has selected the curator for the 
historic Ash Grove house. They are also accepting applications for Lahey Lost Valley, 
the deadline will be 30 days after the first application is submitted. 

• Roof replacement is ongoing at Mount Gilead house, and preparations are in process 
for the demolition of the carriage house. See Attachment 3 

 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 

• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 
collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 4 for the Virginia Room staff 
report.  

• Officially launched the Family History Backpacks, they contain prompt cards, 
questions, a guide on how to do oral histories, and a recorder. The bags are in 
available in multiple languages, and there are already some on hold. 

• Paul McCray will be giving a lecture on December 15, 2024, from 2pm – 3:30pm, 
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on the history of the W&OD Railroad.  

• New photograph collection, courtesy of Carole L. Herrick, is available online.  
 
 

--- 
 

Committee Reports 

 

Budget and Inventory Committees 

 

There was no update for the Budget or Inventory Committee 
 
 

History Conference Committee: 

 

There was no update for the History Conference Committee 
 

 
Awards Committee: 

 

There was no update for the Awards Committee 

 

 
Advocacy Committee, Annual Report, and County Children’s Project, Anne Stuntz: 

• Anne Stuntz reviewed the draft of the children’s project and coloring book with the 
Commission. See Attachment 5. 
 

 
Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Esther McCullough: 

• Esther McCullough updated the Commission that the Ethnic and Oral History Committee 
will be meeting will be December 17th at 7pm, at the Freeman Store and Museum in 
Vienna. The meeting will last about an hour the committee will be discussing the 
transitioning process of the committee in Esther’s retirement from the commission. 
 
There was a discussion among the commission about the Rosenwald School history. 
 

 

Ft. Belvoir Committee, Tammy Mannarino: 

• Tammy Mannarino updated the Commission that she was able to visit the Fort Belvoir 
archives and is still in the research process. They are going to have to approach Youngs 
Village without that information, but they are still moving forward with the naming of that 
housing project.  

 

250th Commission, Tammy Mannarino: 

• Tammy Mannarino shared about the Semi-Quincentennial event. See Attachment 6 for 
report.  

• State-wide commemoration of Lafayette’s 2024 and 2025 visit. 

• Upcoming conference in Williamsburg, VA in March 2025, for the 250th, called 
convening. The conference itself is free. Conference registration is open, but the lodge is 
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not yet open for reservations.  

 
 
Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison: 

 

There was no update for the Architecture Review Board (ARB) 

.  
 
Markers Committee: 

 

There was no update for the Budget or Markers Committee 
 

 

Onboarding Commission  

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge completed the flyers from the feedback provided by 
the commissioners. See Attachment 7 

 

 

-- 

 
Old/Unfinished Business 

 

Update on AAHI Project, Updates from Mary Lipsey: 

There was no update for the AAHI 
--- 

 
New Business 

 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge comments on the end of year updates and suggestions 

for continuing the work of the committee. 

o Ongoing communication with key stakeholders. 

o Experience attending the Board of Zoning Appeals public hearings. See 

Attachment 8 

o Increasing visibility in the community . 

o Conference planning. 

o Keeping up and continuing the Markers Committee. 

o Review of the Resolution in the Commission Member Book. 

 
--- 

 
Announcements  

 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge, this time on the commission has been the 

highlight of her life. She shared gratitude and thanks to the commission members 
and the staff over the years. In addition, she shared cowrie shells with the 

commission members as a token of remembrance of the purpose and mission of 
the commission. The cowrie shell was worn by Phylis Wheatley, an American 
poet who was a freed slave. It is a symbol of luck and prosperity.  

 

• Sally Lyons is resigning from the History Commission and has enjoyed the past 20 
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years. Thanks to Lynne for running several things for so many years. In the next 

years or two things will be moving fast and so the commission members will need 
to stay on top of things.  

 

• Esther McCullough, Thank you to everyone. The experience has been rewarding 
because she did not expect to be on the committee this long. She learned very 

quickly to get out there and get involved, and sought to find out where all the 
African American churches were. The research resulted in a brochure being 
created and distributed across the county. Teamwork is how things come together 

to make big impacts. It’s important to always remember the purpose of this 
commission, which is history.  
 

• Subhi Mehdi, thank you to Lynne, Sally, and Esther for all of their work and for 
the work they have done to leave the commission in good standing.  

 
 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 

 

 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
Keisha Strand 

Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 
 

 
 

    _____ __________________________  
        Date:    4/17/2025 

 
Anne Stuntz, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

 

Attachments 

Attachment 1: DPD Branch Report December 2024 
Attachment 2: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 

Attachment 3: Proposal for Mount Gilead Carriage House 
Attachment 4: Virginia Room Staff Report 

Attachment 5: Family Fun Activity Book Draft 
Attachment 6: 250th Semi-Quincentennial Report 

Attachment 7: Draft Onboarding Flyer 
Attachment 8: Letter to Board of Zoning Appeals for Sunnyside 

Attachment 9: VFOIA Guidance:  If/Then 
 



Page 7 of 42 
Fairfax County History Commission | December 4, 2024  

Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 11 of 42 
Fairfax County History Commission | December 4, 2024  

Attachment 3  
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 6 
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Attachment 7  
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Attachment 8 
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Attachment 9 
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