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Fairfax County History Commission 

Monthly Meeting 
 

March 5, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
Fairfax County Government Center 

Conference Room 2/3 
12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
 

The Fairfax County History Commission conducted an in-person meeting on March 5, 2025. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 
 ---  

Call to Order 

Attendance  

Commissioners Present per Districts: 
Gretchen Bulova, Chair 

 District: 
Braddock 

Subhi Mehdi, Vice Chair 
Tammy Mannarino, Secretary 
Brian Heintz, Treasurer 
Anne Stuntz 
Sue Kovach Shuman 

 Dranesville Mount Vernon Braddock 
Hunter Mill Providence 

Margo Coleman 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti 

 Mason Sully 

David Meyer  Fairfax City 

Commissioners Excused:  

Jordan Tannenbaum 
Jenee Lindner 

Commissioners Absent: 
Anne Barnes 

 
County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Aimee Wells, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 

 
Staff Present: 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 

 
Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
**Joined after roll call 
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Chairperson Gretchen Bulova announced that Elise Murray resigned from the commission. She 
stated that Elise had been a member of the Commission for more than 40 years, and served on 
numerous committees. Chairperson Bulova acknowledged her many efforts including Elise’s role on 

the Architectural Review Board (ARB) as the History Commission Liaison. The Commission offered 
appreciation in her absence. 

--- 
 

Minutes 
 

There was a discussion regarding edits submitted by Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi that did not get 
included in the shared Egnyte folder. The Commission agreed that the edits were too substantial and 
need additional time to be reviewed before voting approval. 

 
The February 2025 minutes will be voted on at the next meeting. 

 
There was a discussion about the purchase of a recorder for the clerk. The Commission members and 
staff have been unable to locate the recorder used by the previous clerk. 

 
A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi that the History Commission to purchase a tape 
recorder for the clerk to record and document the meeting minutes, to use for the clerk by next month 
not to exceed $500. 

 
Commissioner Margo Coleman seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
-- 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Commissioner Brian Heintz reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending March 1, 2025. 
See Attachment 1. 

• Commissioner Heintz shared that there were 3 expenditures: 
o Two minute taker fees for $1,350.00 and $900.00 
o The remaining $1,583.00 for WJE consultant payment for the Randall Estates 

National Register nomination. 
• Chairperson Gretchen Bulova assisted with settling the 2024 HC conference funds. 
• The Commission is requesting $21,013.00 for the FY2026 budget. 
• The ending balance is $51,498.41. 

 
-- 

 
New Business 

 
• Membership Renewals – National Trust, National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 

 
Chairperson Gretchen Bulova shared that the Commission memberships for the National Trust and 
the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions has expired. 

 
A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi that the History Commission renew its 
membership for the National Trust in the amount of $250.00, and for the National Alliance of 
Preservation Commissions in the amount of $200.00. 
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Commissioner Sue Kovach Shuman seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Funding request to support CLG Grant Application 
 

Chairperson Gretchen Bulova informed the commission about the funding request for a Certified 
Local Government (CLG) Grant. 

o Laura Kviklys shared that last year the History Commission provided matching 
funds for the Randall Estates National Register CLG grant project through the 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR). 

o This year, Fairfax County DPD is pursuing a CLG grant to develop a tangible 
map of historic African American communities in Fairfax County. Staff is 
requesting that the History Commission consider providing up to $10k in match 
funding. 

o The map project is as a continuation of the African American Historic Resources 
survey from 2021. Staff and community members have already identified 45 
individual historic African American communities in Fairfax County. 

o The map project will be in conjunction with the History Commission. Research, 
printing costs, and physical maps for distribution will be written into the grant. 
DPD has pre-qualified contractors, staff will reach out to them for quotes on the 
project cost. 

o Staff requests that the History Commission consider this and vote in April. 
 

There was a discussion between the History Commission and staff noting that the African 
American map is the most popular handout at events. The research involved in the project will 
ensure accuracy of information. Members of historic African American communities will be 
heavily involved in this project. 

 
• I-95 Corridor Section 106 Consulting Party 

Chairperson Gretchen Bulova shared that the History Commission was asked to be a consulting party 
on the I-95 corridor project. See Attachment 2 

o She stated that she agreed on behalf of the commission and asked if any member 
would like to serve as the liaison. 

o Liaison responsibilities will be listening, keeping up with the project, communication 
will come through the DPD. 

o The History Commission’s role is to express any concerns we have through the 
project. 

o Chairperson Gretchen Bulova said that she will serve for now and encouraged 
commission members to consider this position. 

 
• ARB Liaison needed 

Chairperson Gretchen Bulova stated that we need a new liaison due to Elise Murray’s resignation. 
 

There was a discussion between the commission members about the responsibilities and 
requirements for the ARB Liaison. Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti volunteered to serve in the 
role temporarily for 3 months. 
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--- 
 

Old/Unfinished Business 
 

• Cartersville Baptist Church Report 
 

Chairperson Gretchen Bulova noted that there was a public inquiry about the date on the historical 
marker versus the date on the Inventory of Historic Sites. The inquiry was forwarded to the 
commission by Supervisor Alcorn. In response to a History Commission work request, Stephanie 
Newman performed some research into the inquiry. See Attachments 3 and 4. The History 
Commission needs to respond back to Supervisor Alcorn. 

 
Ms. Newman shared that she investigated 5 church buildings to see how they are dated in the 
inventory. Three of the churches were historically white and two were historically African American. 
All are listed by the date of construction for the building extant at the time the nomination was 
written. 

 
Ms. Newman explained that most sources indicate the Carterville Baptist Church congregation 
formed around 1863. There is a discrepancy amongst sources regarding the date the congregation 
constructed its first church building (c. 1863 vs c. 1903, See Attachments 3 and 4), which is no 
longer extant. The building that was extant when the nomination was written, and which is still 
standing today, was built in 1979. If the date associated with Cartersville on the Inventory followed 
the same methodology as the five churches surveyed, then, the date would be 1979. 

 
Ms. Newman explained that a point to consider in dating Cartersville is that the nomination 
specifically states that the site, not the building, was nominated. There is currently not enough 
information to determine when the congregation first worshipped on the site. 

 
 

There was discussion about how the History Commission will respond Supervisor Alcorn about the 
inquiry. The Commission was in agreement that the response should notify the supervisor of the 
results of the research and the History Commission’s procedure. Ms. Newman will draft a response 
for commission input and approval. 

 
• Dunn-Loring School Update 

 
Commissioner Tammy Mannarino shared that the follow up letters, voted on at previous meetings, 
were created and submitted to the Commission and the Board of Supervisors (BOS). She stated that 
she did not think the BOS would further respond. Therefore, this is no longer an old business item. 
The History Commission will keep an eye on the proffers as they are met. See Attachment 5 

 
• Update on Sunnyside, Cheryl-Ann Repetti 

 
Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti shared that while she did not attend the Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) meeting on January 26, 2025, she understood that the BZA did give the church the permit to 
build on the site. She stated that she had heard about efforts to move the house but was unsure if 
there had been any communication with the owners about that. Staff asked the Park Authority if the 
house could be moved to a park-owned property, and they said this could not be done. 
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• Franconia Community Center Room Name Text 

 
Commissioner Tammy Mannarino shared that in July 2024 there was a Board Matter on the room- 
naming process in the Franconia Community Center. The History Commission was asked by the 
BOS to review names. Laurel Grove, Jasper, and Walker were the proposed names and there was an 
add-on request to develop text for interpretive panels on the rooms. Tammy stated that the History 
Commission needed to research to approve these names. She drafted a letter and suggested that the 
Commission could go forward with the current research that had been done or do a bit more research 
before the approval. 

 
Chairperson Gretchen Bulova stated that she had met with Supervisor Lusk and that at this point 
time has run out on the approval of names. The referenced names will be the names and Supervisor 
Lusk only needs the Commission to write the text for the room panels. 

 
There was further discussion and the Commission agreed that the History Commission would create 
the text for the room panels and submit it to Supervisor Lusk before the next Commission meeting. 

 

Commissioner Tammy Mannarino moved that the History Commission respond to the Franconia 
District naming board matter with a letter and with text for an interpretive panel before the next HC 
meeting 

 
Vice Chairperson Suhbi Mehdi seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

--- 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys: 
• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 

program, and staff updates. See Attachment 6 for the staff report. 
• She discussed the following: 

o The Dunn Loring letter was submitted on behalf of the History Commission, and 
the vote took place on February 4, 2025. The BOS approved the redevelopment 
application and there is no estimated timeline for when the demolition will take 
place, but staff will inform the commission once available. 

o Sunnyside special permit was approved by the BZA. Staff has reached out to the 
Park Authority to try and find a new location for the building with no success . 
$5,000 for a historical marker has been approved in the event the building is 
demolished. 

o April 5th is the unveiling of the West Springfield High School 16 African 
American marker. 
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Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Aimee Wells: 
• Aimee Wells, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and project 

updates to the Commission. See Attachment 7 for the report. 
• She discussed the following: 

o Aimee Wells shared that staff completed a loan to Monticello for artifacts 
found at Linden Hill. 

o Staff will finally be hiring for the Collections Assistant position, which the 
commission gave money to fund. 

o Staff monitored the demolition of the carriage house at Mount Gilead last week. 
They ground the slate down and put soil over it, no clue if grass will grow. 

o Rabbit Branch Stream Valley Park, proposing trails which will be funded by the 
Federal Government. 

 
Ms. Wells shared concerns for archeological work in this period of downsizing. She suggested 
that commission members read the Heritage Resource Policy Plan as well as the County 
Strategic Plan and advocate where they see a need. Ms. Wells shared that she will be 
participating in the Council of Virginia Archaeologists Legislative Committee which tracks 
historic preservation legislation. She will keep the commission up to date on what is going on. 
She further encouraged the commission members to have conversations with the supervisors to 
express the importance of the work that is being done, and that every effort should be made to 
maintain it. 

 
Several commissioners thanked Ms. Wells for her thoughtful statement. 

 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 
• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 

collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 9 for the Virginia Room staff 
report. 

• He discussed the following: 
o In February the Virginia Room published several of its digitized newspapers to 

the Virginia Chronicle. 
 

o Staff discovered that DPD had street files building permit dating back to the 
1940s that they were going to throw away because they scanned things in. Even 
though they have been digitized, some of the items the information is not 
legible so having the actual document is beneficial. 

 
Mr. Barbuschak stated that he and Denise Dressel worked together to convince 
the staff to give the Virginia Room the single-family home and the multi- 
property residential files. However, with the commercial building files, they are 
only scanning in the occupancy permits. There are drawings, plat maps, and 
building permits that list the architect, the owners, the cost, which are all very 
valuable records to have. Unfortunately, all the A and B street names materials 
had been destroyed, but Mr. Barbuschak was able to get that process paused. 

 
Mr. Barbuschak stated that now the Virginia Room staff will have to carve out 
a place to keep these items. He suggested that it would be helpful if the History 
Commission would write a letter supporting preserving these documents. 
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Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti moved that the History Commission draft a letter to Roger 
Marcy thanking him for allowing the Virginia Room to take their commercial files, and emphasizing 
the importance of preserving the documents. 

 
Mr. Barbuschak offered to draft the letter. Commissioner Tammy Mannarino and 
Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti offered to assist with reviewing the letter, to be sent before the 
next commission meeting. 

 
Commissioner Brian Heintz seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
--- 

 
Chairperson Gretchen Bulova announced that she needed to depart due to an emergency. She 
relinquished the gavel to Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi. 

 
Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi assumed the leadership of the meeting. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
 

Advocacy Committee, Anne Stuntz: 
 

Commissioner Anne Stuntz shared that she had brought books related to Fairfax County 
history from her personal collection for the commission members to take as they wish. The 
remaining books will go to Chris Barbuschak Virginia Room to sell. 

 
The updated timeline in the Annual Report Policy was posted in Egnyte, with the approved 
changes as voted by the commission in February. See Attachment 9. 

 
Commissioner Stuntz encouraged the commission members to look at this and we will still 
start early to reach out to committee chairs for last year’s accomplishments before you forget. 
Everything due by June 30th. We will present in the fall. See Attachment 10 for the 
Advocacy Committee’s March report 

 
 

Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Sue Kovach Shuman: 
• Commissioner Sue Kovach Shuman shared that the committee met on the February 3rd, 

Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi met with channel 16 on the previous day. See 
Attachment 11 for the report. 

o The committee brainstormed on ideas for the questions we will ask in the oral 
histories. Channel 16 will do the interviews but the committee will provide the 
scripts. 

 
o She encouraged the commission members to talk to their supervisors or people in 

their districts about anyone who would be good candidates for the interviews, 
and to provide a list and 2-3 sentences on each person and why they would be a 
good choice. There is a script of what to ask the supervisors in terms of who will 
be a good candidate for this interview. 
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o The producers will have leeway to ask follow-up and clarifying questions. They 
want to start in a couple of weeks. 

 
Inventory Committee, Tammy Mannarino: 

 

• Commissioner Tammy Mannarino shared that the committee met at 6pm before the 
current meeting. See Attachment 12 for the meeting agenda. 

o The committee went through the list of pending nominations. 3 have been 
pending since 2020, and the committee is motivated to tackle them. 

o The first 2 are cemeteries that are nominated. 
o Inventory Committee meetings will take place prior to the History 

Commission meetings. 
 

Vice Chairperson Suhbi Mehdi gave a gentle reminder for committee chairs to submit 
mission statements and priorities for the History Commission Work Plan. 

 
Marker Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 

 
• Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti shared that the Marker Committee met on 

February 26, 2025. See Attachment 13 for the report. 
o The committee reviewed 2 recommendations, McLean Community Center 

and Merrifield Baptist Church. 
o The committee needed to revise the Goins marker because the text exceed 

the character amount. They removed a couple of words and quotations to get 
the count down. 

 
Commissioner Cheryl-Ann Repetti moved that the History Commission approve the revision 
recommended by the markers committee for the Goins maker be approved so that it reads as 
follows: 

 
James Milton Goins (1918-1990) 
Nearby stood the home of James M. Goins, civil rights activist and resident of the historic African 
American Sideburn community. Goins fought racial discrimination to obtain road paving, streetlights, 
and water and sewage systems for Zion Drive. He was president of the Sideburn Civic Association, 
helped to develop the David R. Pinn Community Center, and acquired funding to build affordable 
housing for minorities in the area including Goins Manor. Goins’ activism earned him accolades 

including the Fairfax County Federation of Citizen Associations Citizen of the Year, the Governor’s 

Award for Volunteering Excellence, and the nickname Godfather of Zion Drive. 
 

Commissioner Margo Coleman seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

250th Commission, Chair Gretchen Bulova: 
 

Vice Chairperson Subhi Mehdi noted that the report is in the Egnyte folder. See Attachment 14. 
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--- 
 

Announcements/ News to Share 
 

• Commissioner Tammy Mannarino shared that she got a tour of the Virginia 250th 
mobile. The Fairfax County one is in the works. It was at Mount Vernon, they had 
a hologram of Patrick Henry, and a lot of school groups went through. 

 
 

Vice Chairperson Suhbi Mehdi adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Keisha Strand 
Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 

 

 

Date: 4/15/25 
 

Tammy Mannarino, Corresponding 
Secretary Fairfax County History 
Commission 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Treasurer’s Report, March 2025 
Attachment 2: VDOT Section 106 I-95 Consulting Party 
Attachment 3: Cartersville Baptist Church Inventory Report 
Attachment 4: Cartersville Baptist Church Work Request 
Attachment 5: BOS Dunn Loring Testimony Follow Up Letter 
Attachment 6: DPD Branch Report, March 2025 
Attachment 7: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 8: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 9: History Commission Annual Report Policy 
Attachment 10: Advocacy Committee Report, March 2025 
Attachment 11: Oral History Committee Report, March 2025 
Attachment 12: Inventory Committee March 2025 Agenda 
Attachment 13: Marker Committee Report, March 2025 
Attachment 14: History Commission 250 March 2025 Report 
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