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Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
May 1, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 

Fairfax County Government Center 
Conference Room 2/3 

12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

 
The Fairfax County History Commission conducted an in-person meeting with some remote 
attendees on May 1, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 
Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chair At-Large 
David Meyer City of Fairfax 
Elise Murray Hunter Mill 
Anne Barnes Mount Vernon 
Sallie Lyons Mount Vernon 
Tammy Mannarino * ** Mount Vernon 
Sue Kovach Shuman Providence 
Kevin Bradley Providence 
Jordan Tannenbaum Springfield 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti** Sully 
Esther McCullough* Sully 
Subhi Mehdi Dranesville 
Anne Stuntz, Secretary Hunter Mill 
Brian Heintz Braddock 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
Russell Brooks, Vice Chair 
Gretchen Bulova 
Jenee Lindner 

 
County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Liz Crowell, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library 
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Staff Present: 
Corinne Bebek, History Commission Substitute Clerk 

 
Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
*Joined virtually or by phone (voice-only) 
**Joined after roll call 

 
--- 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Business 

 
Chair Announcements, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

 

Chairperson Garvey-Hodge began the meeting with the following announcements: 
• May is Haitian, Jewish American & Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific 

Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month. 
• Birthday wishes were provided for History Commission members Jenee Lindner and 

Esther McCullough. 
• Acknowledgements went to Cheryl Repetti for the work on the History Commission 

webpage 
• Acknowledgement of Channel 16 documentary on “Fairfax County’s Julius Rosenwald 

Schools” being released later in May 2024. 
• Noted the publishing of an article about the similarities between Clifton, VA and 

Ravenna, Italy, beginning with the stained glass window at Clifton Presbyterian Church 
and the Cathedral Mosaic Cross in Ravenna, Italy’s St. Apollinaire apse, in Clifton 
magazine. 

• The Chair provided her perspective on the letter writing policy. 
o During Spring of 2023 an ad-hoc committee was formed for the purpose of the 

Fort Belvoir street renaming. In August of 2023 Chairperson Garvey-Hodge 
received an email from Chairman McKay regarding Fort Belvoir. A meeting was 
scheduled on October 24, 2023 at Fort Belvoir to create a mutual history related 
relationship between Fort Belvoir staff and the History Commission members. 
The intent of the meeting and discussion was one of goodwill and not rooted in a 
specific project or plan. 

o On October 27, 2023, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge sent a letter expressing 
gratitude to the Fort Belvoir staff for the meeting and briefly recapped the 
discussion. The letter noted that some information previously provided to Fort 
Belvoir may not be reflective of the full committee’s viewpoints and 
recommendations. 

o The letter of gratitude and goodwill has raised concerns and questions around the 
History Commission’s letter writing policy. 

o Chairperson Garvey-Hodge raised the following concern: based on discussions 
with the advisory committee and feedback received was that the letter writing 
policy is cumbersome and concerning as some items may need quick 
turnarounds. Chairperson Garvey-Hodge indicated that the intent is not for the 
policy to make communication difficult. A caution was shared that the perception 
of the History Commission is more focused on policy and processes rather than 
history within the county. 
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o Chairperson Garvey-Hodge indicated that when the meeting writing policy 
agenda item is reached during the meeting this evening, that the committee 
should consider the caution raised. 

• On Tuesday May 14, 2024 Chairman McKay is hosting a Spring Social for County 
volunteers. 

 
Vice Chair David Meyer made an announcement regarding land acknowledgement for Hawaii 
regarding the purchase of islands by wealthy non-Hawaiians and Pearl Harbor. 

 
-- 

 
Minutes 

 
The April 2024 minutes were not approved during this meeting as they have not been vetted by 
the History Commission at this time. 

 
-- 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Elise Murray reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending April 30, 2024. See Attachment 
1 for the May report. 

--- 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources, Laura Kviklys: 
• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 

program, and staff updates. See Attachment 2 for the staff report. Additionally, it was 
noted that Kelly Atkinson has been announced as the new Planning Division Director, 
effective mid-May. 

 
Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Liz Crowell: 

• Liz Crowell, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and project 
updates to the Commission. See Attachment 3 for the staff report. An additional 
document was provided that describes the history of the archaeology program. See 
Attachment 4. 

o The History Commission raised the possibility of funding a minimum of 
$7,500 or up to $15,000 to support the ACB limited-term archaeology 
employee. Jordan Tannenbaum recommended we donate $15,000 to support 
the cost of an intern to conduct an inventory of the nearly 3 million artifacts 
the FCPA has in its possession at this time. The final decision regarding 
funding will be determined during the June 5, 2024, History Commission 
Meeting. 

 
Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB), Chairperson Garvey-Hodge: 

• Chairperson Garvey-Hodge provided HCB project and program updates to the 
Commission on behalf of HCB staff. See Attachment 5 for the staff report. 

• Anne Stuntz provided a brief update on correspondence related to an inquiry submitted 
to David Buchta about the rental program. It was noted that the rental program paused 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic and has not been reactivated. 
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o David Meyer provided a brief statement regarding the push to utilize historic 
facilities and properties for alternative income from events, weddings, and 
other rental uses. The historic properties are preserved for the public and it 
could be deemed inappropriate to utilize these historic public facilities for 
private event rentals. 

o Anne Stuntz noted that it would be beneficial to receive regular updates on the 
Park Authority decisions that are made regarding historic facilities and 
properties. 

 
 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 
• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 

collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 6 for the staff report. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Budget and Inventory Committees, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray noted that past expenditures on conferences and interns would be 
provided for the past 10-15 years for the benefit of the History Commission. 

• For the Inventory Committee, Elise Murray noted that updates would be forthcoming 
as coordination with staff is ongoing. 

 
History Conference Committee, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge reported that the History Conference Committee 
has developed brochures for the conference and are currently being refined. As this is 
the 20th conference, there is a desire to include highlights from past years. It was noted 
that Subhi Mehdi’s video oral history of her immigration story will be included in the 
Conference. Additionally, other speakers will be present to include communities of 
Fairfax and acknowledge their history within the conference. 

 
Awards Committee, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

• A letter was sent to the Board of Supervisors on April 11, 2023 to remind them of 
their opportunity to nominate any of their citizens for an appropriate History 
Award, as listed in the email and as referenced on our website. 

• The Chairperson noted that the timeline outlined in the Annual Report Policy 
voted on in January did not match what has transpired to date. 

 
Advocacy Committee, Anne Stuntz: 

• The Advocacy Committee minutes can be found as Attachment 7. 
• Tammy Mannarino noted that there were 11 Public Works Administration-funded 

schools were built in Fairfax County and only 4 remain today. 
 

Annual Report, Cheryl Repetti: 
• Cheryl Repetti reported that a draft of the History Commission Annual Report has been 

shared with the History Commission. While there is no watermark on the document, it is a 
draft. A finalized version for review will be provided next month. 

• A request for committee chairs to review the draft has been made. 
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County Children’s Project, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge noted that the children/adult’s coloring and activity 

book has been approved by staff and passed onto the procurement department for review. 
Additional updates will be provided as the book moves through the staff process. 

• Tammy Mannarino noted that River Farm and other organizations are very excited to have 
coloring pages of their properties. 

 
Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Esther McCullough: 

• Esther McCullough updated the Commission that the Ethnic and Oral History Committee 
met on April 25, 2024, to discuss upcoming interview selections. The most recent 
documentary recording from Channel 16 should be ready this week and is approximately 
20-minutes. Other Rosenwald School alumni were successfully interviewed recently as 
well. The documentary contains strong descriptions of racism; therefore, viewers should 
be aware of this prior to engaging with the documentary. 

• There is a desire for the Ethnic and Oral History Committee to have a standing meeting 
on the third Thursday of each month. The next meeting is intended to occur on May 16, 
2024. 

 
250th Commission, Subhi Medhi: 

• The Fairfax 250th Commission held an Open House meeting last week to gauge what other 
organizations have been thinking about doing to commemorate this important event and 
how the County could join. The results will be forthcoming. 

• The next meeting of the commission will be in the George Washington Library next week 
and there will be a speaker from the National Archives present. 

 
Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray submitted the report prior to the meeting. See Attachment 8 for the ARB 
Report. 

 
Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 

• Cheryl-Ann Repetti indicated that the committee has not met and therefore there are no 
updates. There are 2 submissions currently under review for Spring Bank and Dolly 
Madison trek through Fairfax. 

Website Coordination: 
• It was noted that the website coordination has moved to Stephanie Newman, Staff 

Liaison rather than a History Commission member. 
 

-- 
 

Old/Unfinished Business 
 

AAHI Project, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Additional updates from Mary Lipsey will be provided at an upcoming meeting. 

 
Letter Writing Policy, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

• The draft Letter Writing Policy can be found as Attachment 9. 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge reiterated the earlier remarks from the opening of the 

meeting. 
• Subhi Medhi indicated that the commission passed a motion in 2023 that was in favor of 

writing a letter writing policy for the History Commission. The draft policy has been 
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distributed and the discussion focus should be on the content of the policy. During the 
development of this policy, Subhi Medhi consulted past History Commission Chairs, other 
committee representatives, and current History Commission members. 

o The policy is beneficial due to the high turnover in the History Commission to 
retain institutional knowledge. This was part of the rationale for developing the 
policy. 

o Previously there was no policy or process in place even though the History 
Commission regularly communicates with external sources. 

o The policy would ensure consistency, mitigate risks, ensure compliance with 
VFOIA, allow for swift and professional responses as the communication 
expectations would be clear, and professionalism would be maintained. 

• The Chairperson offered that given the time involved in attempting to clarify, confirm and 
draft a “letter writing policy” that it is dubious as to whether its implementation will truly 
create an expeditious flow of a letter draft and it delivery in response to an external 
situation. 

• There was a request to delay motion on the letter writing policy until the next meeting on 
June 5, 2024. 

• Discussion regarding the appropriate venue and committee to review the policy. The 
potential of the bylaws committee to review this was raised as a consideration item as the 
committee provides the internal governance of the History Commission. 

• Anne Stuntz noted that the proposed policy is generally consistent with current History 
Commission letter writing and distribution practices and indicated slight concern with 
Option C. However, the letter writing policy would be beneficial to the History 
Commission and future members. 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge indicated that History Commission members should 
review and mark up the draft policy in smaller committee meetings to ensure that all 
questions and items are addressed to ensure the document is complete and fully captures 
the institutional knowledge from individuals that have not participated yet. 

• Tammy Mannarino noted that it may be beneficial to change the title to Letter Writing 
Policy and Procedures. Other commissioners offered alternative names. 

-- 
 

 
• No new business. 

New Business 

 

--- 
 

Announcements 
• Sue Kovach Shuman deferred the fun fact to the June 5, 2024 meeting. 
• Sue Kovach Shuman noted that a Historical Society event will be hosting an 

Author Event: The Grandfather of Black Basketball, on Saturday May 4, 2024. 
o Edwin B. Henderson II, grandson of the renowned local civil rights 

leader, will speak about the new biography he has written about his 
grandfather entitled The Grandfather of Black Basketball: The Life and 
Times of Dr. E.B. Henderson 

• Jordan T indicated that the People’s House will be opening and is an immersive 
experience designed to look and feel like the White House. 

 
 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge adjourned the meeting at 9:47 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 
 

Corinne K. Bebek 
Substitute Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Stuntz, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1: Treasurer’s Report, April 2024 
Attachment 2: DPD Staff Report 
Attachment 3: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 4: History of Archaeology Program 
Attachment 5: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 6: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 7: Advocacy Committee Meeting Minutes 
Attachment 8: Architecture Review Board Liaison Report 
Attachment 9: Letter Writing Policy 

 
Date: 

 
04/17/2025 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 6 
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Attachment 7 
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Attachment 8 
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Attachment 9 
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