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Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
September 4, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 

Fairfax County Government Center 
Conference Room 2/3 

12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

 
The Fairfax County History Commission conducted an in-person meeting with some remote 
attendees on September 4, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 
Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chair At-Large 
Jordan Tannenbaum ** Springfield 
Elise Murray, Treasurer Hunter Mill 
Anne Barnes ** Mount Vernon 
Sallie Lyons Mount Vernon 
Tammy Mannarino Mount Vernon 
Sue Kovach Shuman Providence 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti Sully 
Esther McCullough * Sully 
Subhi Mehdi Dranesville 
Brian Heintz Braddock 
Gretchen Bulova Braddock 
Jenee Lindner Springfield 
Margo Coleman Mason 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
Anne Stuntz, Secretary 

 
Commissioners Absent: 
David Meyer 
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County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Aimee Wells, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 
Jenna Gilbert, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority 

 
Staff Present: 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 

 
Special Guests Present: 
Denise Dressel* 
Karen Barber Thomas 

 
*Joined virtually or by phone (voice-only) 
**Joined after roll call 

 
--- 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Business 

 
Chair Announcements, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

 

Chairperson Garvey-Hodge began the meeting with the following announcements: 
• Welcome to new Commission member, Margo Coleman, Mason District & our new Clerk, 

Keisha Strand 
• Fun Fact” from Commission Member, Sue Kovach Shuman, Providence. Shared about 

Women’s Clubs 
• Election of New Vice Chair (4 mos. Term, September to December 2024) – Esther 

McCullough was nominated, Tammy Mannarino and Subhi Mehdi declined a nomination, 
and there were no other nominations from the floor. 

 
The vote to approve Esther McCullough as Vice Chair passed unanimously (unclear as to 
who made the motion and seconded). 

 
• Nominating Committee for 12/2024 election. 

 
Janee Lindner, Subhi Mehdi, and Cheryl-Ann Repetti volunteered to serve on the committee. 

 
• Vote on Letter Writing Guidelines. See Attachment 1. 

 
Subhi Mehdi, moved and was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum, to accept the proposed Letter 
Writing Guidelines. Motion passed by a vote of 10-2-1. Elise Murray and Esther McCullough 
opposed, Brian Heintz abstained. Anne Barnes was absent from the vote. 

-- 
 

Minutes 
 

Approval of the May 1, 2024, Minutes  
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A motion was made by Sue Kovach Shuman to approve the May 1, 2024, History Commission 
Meeting Minutes: 

 
I move that the History Commission accept the minutes and pay the Substitute Clerk [Corrine 
Bebeck]. 

 
Esther McCullough seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Approval of the June 5, 2024, Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Sue Kovach Shuman to approve the June 5, 2024, History Commission 
Meeting Minutes: 

 
I move that the History Commission accept the minutes and pay the Substitute Clerk [Corrine 
Bebeck]. 

 
Esther McCullough seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

The April 2024 minutes have not been finalized and approved yet. Laura Kviklys had offered to 
reach out to Elliott, former Clerk. 

 
-- 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Elise Murray reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending April 3, 2024. See Attachment 
2 for the August and September report. 

--- 
 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys: 
• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 

program, and staff updates, in addition to a presentation overview of the Franconia re- 
naming of community rooms for the new Franconia District Government Center project, 
Attachment 3. See Attachment 4 for the staff report. 

 
Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Aimee Wells: 

• Aimee Wells, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and project 
updates to the Commission. See Attachment 5 for the ACB request to the History 
Commission. 

 
Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Jenna Gilbert: 

• Jenna Gilbert provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on behalf 
of HCB staff. See Attachment 6 for the staff report. 

 
Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 



Page 4 of 88 
Fairfax County History Commission |September 4, 2024 

 

• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 
collection, and archive updates. He shared that staff had digitized the complete run 
of the Fairfax County Historical Landmarks Preservation Commission minutes 
1965-1969 and the Fairfax County History Commission minutes from 1969-2020. 
Mr. Barbuschak also provided an update on the purchase of “Sketches in Virginia”. 
See Attachment 7 for the Virginia Room staff report. 

 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti moved, and was seconded by Jenee Lindner, that the Virginia 
Room place the Fairfax County History Commission records online. It was left open to 
whether they would be housed on the History Commission website, or the Virginia 
Room website. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Cheryl -Ann Repetti moved, and was seconded by Brian Heintz, that the Fairfax County 
History Commission make a donation of $2,000 to the Friends of the Virginia Room for 
the purchase of the 4 Centreville drawings from the collection of Lewis Leigh Jr. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Budget and Inventory Committees, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray provided an update regarding the budget allocation and funding 
for “Fairfax Resolves”. See Attachment 8 for report, and See Attachment 9 for FY 
2026 Manual and Letter 

 
Tammy Mannarino moved and was seconded by Subhi Mehdi, that the History 
Commission approve the document. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
• The Inventory Committee met with staff to establish procedures for processing 

nominations, see Attachment 10 for Inventory Committee report. 
 

History Conference Committee, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge reported that the History Conference Keynote 

Speakers will be Ron Maxwell ( Hollywood director and screen writer for 
“Gettysburg” and “God’s and Generals”) and Dr. Doug Owsley (Forensic 
Archaeologist and Anthropologist) . She also shared that the Conference Committee 
has donated over 1,000 volunteer hours, the number of hours of education for 110 
Fairfax County citizens and guests for conferences at approx. 7 hours for each 
conference for 20 years is 15,400 hours of education. have been given to Fairfax 
County for history education. The History Commission is the longest standing 
committee that isn’t required and is the most diverse. See Attachment 11 for report, 
and Attachment 12 for draft conference brochure and agenda. 

 
The Commission discussed funding for the 2024 History Conference, which was followed 
by a vote. 

 
Elise Murray moved, and was seconded by Esther McCullough, that the Fairfax County 
History Commission allocates up to $6,500 funds for the 2024 Fairfax County History 
Commission Conference, to be submitted to the Fairfax County Park Authority account. 
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The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Awards Committees, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Five awards have been submitted, to include Tom Shoop’s book Ilda. 

 
Advocacy Committee, Annual Report, and County Children’s Project: 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge shared the County Children’s Project, children’s 
coloring book with the committee. 

• Tammy Mannarino stated that the History Commission was represented at several events 
to include, Juneteenth events and the Fairfax Resolve event. Ann Barnes attended the 
Oakton Day event. Upcoming events include Oak Hill, and Tour de Mount Vernon. 
Tammy stated for members to share if there are events in their districts so that the 
Committee can get a table, and that if any member would like to work an event to contact 
Anne Stunts. She also shared the committee had more African American Historic 
Inventory brochures made and that they are working on reprinting some of the maps. See 
Attachment 13 for committee minutes from June and July. 

 
Onboarding Commission 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge asked the Commission to review onboarding flyer 
drafts from September and provide ideas. 

 
Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Esther McCullough: 

• Esther McCullough updated the Commission that the Ethnic and Oral History Committee 
held a meeting on July 11th. The next meeting will take place on September 19th 

virtually. She shared that the calendar project is at a standstill, there is still a need for 
coordination between Subhi Mehdi, Sue Kovach Shuman, and staff from channel 16 on 
a recording interview. 

 
Ft. Belvoir Committee, Tammy Mannarino: 

• Tammy Mannarino gave a review of the leadership changes at Fort Belvoir including 
Garrison Commander, Deputy Garrison Commander and Command Sergeant Major 

 
250th Commission, Gretchen Bulova: 

 

• Gretchen Bulova shared about the Virginia Fairfax Resolves event. VA 250 event at the 
Barnes, Market Square, in Old Town, Alexandria, Virginia, on July 18th. See Attachment 
14 for report. 

 

Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 
• Elise Murray submitted the report prior to the meeting. ARB did not meet in August; 

the last report is from July, and they redid their bylaws. See report. See Attachment 
15 for the ARB Report. 

. 
 

Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 
• Cheryl-Ann Repetti indicated that the committee met on Aug 29th to discuss two issues, 

The Pines marker and Spring Bank Colored School marker. Guest, Karen Barber Thomas, 
shared comments on the marker on the history of the school, her family’s connections to 
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the marker, and advocated for the project. See Attachment 16 for the Markers Committee 
report. 

 
 
 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti moved, and was seconded by Anne Barnes, that the Fairfax County 
History Commission send a letter to Supervisors Jiminez and Walkinshaw, requesting that The 
Pines Maker is not moved. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti moved, and was seconded by Tammy Mannarino, that the Fairfax County 
History Commission allocate $2,500 for the design, creation, and installation of the Spring 
Bank Colored School marker. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
-- 

 
Old/Unfinished Business 

 
Re-naming of Bailey’s Community Center to Minnie H. Peyton Community Center at Baileys, 
September 14, 2024 – 10:00am Margo Coleman: 

• Margo stated that the new name would be put up on the building, and that Chairman Jeffrey 
McKay would be at the event. The staff have removed the other sign so that the building can 
be power washed, and the new sign put up. The ceremony would be about an hour, inside 
the building will be flyers on the history, as well as refreshments. Other dignitaries and 
county staff will be speaking. Also, there will be a shuttle. 

• Elise Murry stated that Supervisor Rodney Lusk requested that the History Commission vet 
names for the rooms in the new Franconia Center. Elise Murray offered to chair a special 
committee; volunteers included Jenee Lindner, Tammy Mannarino, Cherly Cheryl-Ann 
Repetti, and Anne Barnes. 

 
Update on AAHI Project, Updates from Mary Lipsey: 

• Lynne stated that the packet is in Egnyte Review file from Mary Lipsey. See 
Attachment 17 

 
Latest Dunn-Loring Letter & visits to same, Sue Shuman:  

• The letter has been done. See Attachment 18 
 

--- 
 

 
• No new business. 

New Business 

 

--- 
 

Announcements 
 

• Ft. Stevens Day 160th Anniversary of the Battle, Washington, DC, National Park 
Service & Alliance to Preserve Civil War Defenses of Washington, Angelina 
Grimke guest re-enactor, Lynne Garvey Hodge, 7/13/2024 
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• Dedication of WWI Memorial, “The Soldiers Journey” Pershing Park w/ Sculptor 
Sabin Howard; Candlelight Vigil, Sundown; September 13, 2024 

 
• September 20th, the Peoples Project opens in Washington D.C. It is to be an 

immersive experience dedicated to the White House, per Jordan Tannenbaum 
 
 

• The Army Historical Foundation is trying to get a preview of the screening new 
Tyler Perry movie, Triple Six Triple 8, at the Army Museum, per Jordan 
Tannenbaum 

 
• The Mount Vernon Regional Historical Society is having a presentation at Martha 

Washington Library, by Harry Lehman, The Beacon Airfield only existed for 15 
years but was very influential, we have a marker there. Lots of photographs, per 
Sallie Lyons 

 
• On Saturday Sept 21st Unveiling of Gunnell’s Chapel Marker. Also, the Oak Hill 

house the same day, per Cheryl-Ann Repetti 
 

• Jenee Lindner has been asked to speak on a panel for the Association of African 
American Military History, Pittsburg, PA. 

 
• Historical Society of Fairfax County, Marion Dobbins offered a walking tour of 

Merrifield’s Historic sites, Mary Lipsey to speak, and will talk about her book in 
October, Edwin Henderson Jr., will talk and discuss preservation work November, 
per Sue Kovach Shuman 

 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Keisha Strand 
Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 

Date:  
 

Anne Stuntz, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Letter Writing Policy 
Attachment 2: Treasurer’s Report, June, July, and September 2024 
Attachment 3: Franconia District GC Community Room Naming 
Attachment 4: DPD Branch Report August 2024, & September 2024 
Attachment 5: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 6: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 
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Attachment 7: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 8: FY2024 Budget draft 
Attachment 9: FY2026 Budget Manual 
Attachment 10: Inventory Committee Report, August 2024 
Attachment 11: Conference Committee Report 
Attachment 12: Conference Draft Brochure & Agenda 
Attachment 13: Advocacy Committee Minutes, June 2024 & July 2024 
Attachment 14: 250th Committee Report 
Attachment 15: Architecture Review Board Liaison Report 
Attachment 16: Markers Committee Report 
Attachment 17: African American History Inventory Project Updates 
Attachment 18: Dunn Loring Letters 
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Attachment 1 
 
 



Page 10 of 88 
Fairfax County History Commission |September 4, 2024 

 

 
 
 

 



Page 11 of 88 
Fairfax County History Commission |September 4, 2024 

 

 

Attachment 2 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 6 
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Attachment 7 
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Attachment 8 
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Attachment 9 
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Attachment 11 
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Attachment 12 Draft Conference Brochure and Agenda 
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Attachment 13 
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Attachment 16 
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Attachment 17 
African American History Inventory Project Updates 
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