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Electronic meeting 
Fairfax County History Commission 

March 3, 2021 

The Fairfax County History Commission conducted a wholly electronic meeting on March 3. 
2021. 

Call to Order 
The Chair called the March 3, 2021 meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. Before proceeding, she read 
the following script: 

To conduct this meeting wholly electronically and to effectuate both the emergency procedures 
authorized by FO!A and the Emergency Ordinance, this Board needs to make certain findings 
and determinationsfor the record. It's a bit cumbersome. so I askyou in advancefor your 
patience. 

Audibility of Members' Voices 
The Chair then read the following statement: 

First, because each member ofthis Board is participating in this meeting from a separate 
location, we must verify that a quorum ofmembers is participating, and that each member's 
voice is clear, audible, and at an appropriate volume.for all ofthe other members. Accordingly, I 
am going to conduct a roll call, and ask each board member participating in this meeting to state 
your name and the location from which you are participating. I ask that each ofyou pay close 
attention to ensure that you can hear each ofyour colleagues. Following this roll call, we will 
vote to establish that every member can hear every other member. 

Roll Call 
The Chair proceeded to conduct a roll call as follows: 

Commissioners Present per Districts: Location: 

Gretchen Bulova Fairfax 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Vice Chair Springfield 
Mary Lipsey Springfield 
Jordan Tannenbaum Fairfax 
Phyllis Walker Ford Clifton 
Sallie Lyons Colchester 
Sue Kovach Shuman Mantua 
Tammy Mannarino Mt. Vernon 
Steve Sherman, Secretary Franconia 
Bob Beach Fairfax 
Anne Stuntz Hunter Mill 
Barbara Naef Reston 
Barbara Peters, Treasurer Annandale 
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Esther McCullough 
Anne Barnes* 
David Meyer* 
Carole Hen-ick* 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti, Chair 
*Arrived after the commencement ofmeeting 

Herndon 
Mt. Vernon 
City ofFairfax 
McLean 
Centreville 

Commissioner Absent 
Elise Munay 

County Liaisons Present: 
Elizabeth Crowell and Megan Leining, Fairfax County Park Authority; Chris Barbuschak, 
Virginia Room; Denice Dressel, Fairfax County Dept. ofPlanning & Development. 

Guest Staff Present: 
Nicole Brannan and Corinne Bebek, Fairfax County Dept. ofPlanning & Development 

At this point, the Chair passed the virtual gavel over to Vice Chair Lynne Garvey-Hodge so that 
she may be heard to make the following motions: 

I move that the History Commission certify for the record that each member 's voice may 
be adequately heard by each other member ofthis Board. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum and passed unanimously. 

Second, 1 move that the History Commission certify that the State ofEmergency caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic makes it unsafe for this Commission and the public to 
physically al1end this meeting in person, and the usual procedures cannot be 
implemented safely or practically. As a result, I.further move that the FCRHA conduct 
this meeting electronically through a dedicated video- and audio-conferencing line. and 
that the public may access this meeting by calling 1-844-621-3956 and entering access 
code 129 520 9946. 

The motion was seconded by Esther McCullough and passed unanimously. 

Finally, l move that the History Commission certify that the maLters on its agenda today 
relate to the COVID-19 emergency itself, are necessaryfor continuity in Fairfax County 
government, and/or are statutorily required or necessary to continue operations and the 
discharge ofthe History Commission's lawful purposes, duties, and responsibilities. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum and passed unanimously. 

The virtual gavel was returned to the Chair. 



Fairfax County Histo1y Commission 
March 29, 2021 
Page 3 

The Chair introduced guest staff Corinne Bebek as the substitute clerk and Nicole Brannan as the 
presenter for the potential River Farm Historic Overlay District agenda item. 

Approval of the February 3, 2021 Minutes 

A motion was made by Jordan Tannenbaum to approve the February 3, 2021 History 
Commission Meeting Minutes. 

I move that the Histo,y Commission accept the minutes andpay the clerk [Ryan 
Johnson]. 

The motion was seconded by Esther McCullough and passed unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report 

Barbara Peters reported for the period ending February 26, 2021 : 

• Commissioner Peters repo1ted that the books will be closing a week prior to the History 
Commission meetings; the report title may be changing. 

• It was noted that the donation to the Park Authority Archaeology & Collections program 
transfer will not appear in this report but will be reflected in the April Treasurer's Report, 
the actual balance is about $20,000 less than what is currently reported. Additionally, the 
Fairfax City deposit refund will be reflected in the April Treasurer's Report. 

• Revenue: $26.98 for budget adjustment 

• Ending Balance: $75,891.10 

• Park Authority/History Conference Account 
o Balance carryover: $1,899.81 

• Commissioner Garvey-Hodge asked what the total amount of the Fairfax City deposit 
refund is. 

o Commissioner Peters : Not certain. 
o Other Commissioners indicated the refund is approximately $400 or $450. 

The entire Treasurer's Report is attached to these minutes as Attachment 1. 

Presentations 

Nicole Brannan, Fairfax County Dept. of Planning and Development presented on the potential 
River Farm Historic Overlay District. Questions from the commissioners and answers are 
highlighted below. 

• Commissioner Lipsey: are there any docks or piers on the property? 
o Answer - do not believe there are any docks or piers on this property but there 

may be a hurricane fence. 
• Commissioner Stuntz: this preserves the important identified contributing structures but 

does allow development? No preservation of open space other than the easements? 
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o Answer - correct, there are restrictions within the conservation easements, but 
any development would have to go to the Board for approval. 

• Chair Repetti provided an overview of the River Farm Historic Overlay District public 
meeting from March 2, 2021. 

• Liz Crowell indicated that preliminary archaeological survey was done by high school 
students in I 987 on the property. Two sites were registered with the state: a prehistoric 
site; and nineteenth century structures. The staff report includes some guidance pertaining 
to archaeology. 

• Commissioner Mannarino indicated her appreciation for staffs work on this given the 
short timeframe. Recommends that archaeology is done for the site and would request 
that the view from the south and the original drive be protected. 

• Commissioner Bulova indicated that Senator Surovell was successful in passing 
legislation [SB1457] which could help Fairfax County protect the area from subdividing 
if passed. 

• Commissioner Stuntz asked if money from Richmond was involved in this? 
o Answer-yes, the Assembly earmarked $2 million in the budget for River Farm. 

• Chair Repetti provided closing comments on this item and indicated that the History 
Commission should provide support ifdesired or have a representative present at the 
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors hearings for the River Farm HOD. 

Tammy Mannarino made the following motion: 

I move that we support the Historic Overlay District asproposed and we recommend that 
the Planning Commission and Board ofSupervisors approve it. 

The motion was seconded by Bob Beach, discussion followed: 
• Commissioner Tannenbaum: the letter should urge that the plot of land is not subdivided 

as concern of adverse effects to the prope11y. There is the possibility of using SB 1457 if 
passed. 

• Commissioners discussed logistics of the letter. The letter will be drafted by Chair 
Repetti and Commissioner Mannarino. 

• Commissioners agreed that the initial motion should be amended, seconded by Bob 
Beach and passed unanimously. 

The motion was restated by Chair Repetti with the amendment for the record: 

Tammy has moved that we support the creation ofa Historic Overlay District of 
Wellington at River Farm and support staff's report. We specifically state our opposition 
to subdivision and encourage the Board use the powers we anticipate it having under 
SBJ 457 and we will do so through a written letter to the Planning Commission and 
Board ofSupervisors prior to their meeting. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum and passed unanimously. 

Unfinished Business 
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Richmond Highway BRT: 
• Formal notification from the Federal Transit Authority and FCDOT found no effects or 

no adverse effects to historic prope1ties within the corridor and questioned the 
contributing versus noncontributing structures within Gum Springs. Additional research 
and community outreach is needed; the History Commission requests to be involved. 

• Commissioner Tannenbaum noted that before impact or effect can be determined, 
properties need to be looked at for meeting the historic property criteria. 
Recommendation made to bring in the Advisory Council or the Keeper of the National 
Register weigh in. TCP [Traditional Cultural Prope1ty] within Gum Springs, potential 
eligible properties with the Groveton School and others need to be pointed out prior to 
the process starting. 

• Commissioner Mannarino indicated that comments are due on March 15, discussion of 
how to move forward followed. Recommendations are listed below: 

o Questioning the non-eligibility recommendation and reaching out to the SHPO on 
the matter. 

o Requesting to see the response to the latest submissions. 
o Steps to follow: first identify value and evaluate property, obtain a second report; 

a letter should be written with a listing of the properties in question with an 
argument for eligibility and assessment of integrity. 

Anne Stuntz made the fo llowing motion which was clarified by Jordan Tannenbaum, the 
clarified motion is reflected below: 

I move that the History Commission write a letter as a Consulting Party.for the 
Richmond Highway BRT to the Federal Transit Authority raising questions on the 
National Register eligibility ofa number ofpotential historic properties and urge the 
Federal Transit Authority to, ifnecessary, take these questions to the Keeper ofthe 
National Register to determine ifthey meet the eligibility criteria. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum who restated the motion for the record. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Barnes requested clarification on how these letters are being transmitted. Chair 
Repetti clarified that the letters are finalized and sent via email. 

Soapstone Connector: 

• FHWA made a determination ofadverse effect for the property which has been sent to 
the state for concurrence. A Consultation meeting is set for the end ofMarch. 
Commissioner Tannenbaum has requested to represent the Fairfax County History 
Commission at the Section 106 Consultation since only one member is allowed to attend 
per agency/commission. Commissioner Tannenbaum is seeking clarification on the 
quantity of individuals that are able to attend the meeting and indicated that Chair Repetti 
should also attend. 
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o The Commission endorsed Commissioner Tannenbawn's attendance. 
• Commissioner Tannenbaum requests to write letter on behalf of Commission to the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regarding the adverse effect finding for 
Soapstone and why the research is imp01iant. 

Anne Stuntz made the following motion with support from Jordan Tannenbawn: 

I move that the History Commission prepare a letter to the United States Advis01y 
Council on Historic Preservation that in accordance with section 800. 6.A. I .II that the 
Advisory Council participate in the Consultation ofthe Soapstone Connector which will 
have an adverse effect on the Association Drive Historic District a property eligible for 
the National Register. 

The motion was second by Barbara Naefand passed unanimously. 

New Business 

Hiring a New Clerk: 

• Compensation for position will be $450/month + FICA for minutes produced. 
• Commissioner Garvey-Hodge will review resumes and conduct interviews. 
• Commissioner McCullough requests that the job description be clarified to state that the 

compensation on the payment schedule is tied to the production of minutes. 
• Other Commissioner discussion included the requirement of attendance at History 

Commission meetings; availability of recording equipment; and specificity of how to 
apply for the position. Additional discussion included where to post the job description 
such as GMU and NVCC. 

Anne Stuntz made the following motion: 

I move that the History Commission approve finding a new clerk at the new rate of 
$450/month + FICA for minutes written. 

The motion was seconded by Esther McCullough and passed unanimously. 

Email security: 

This topic was put on hold until the April meeting due to the length of the meeting agenda. 

Staff Reports 

• Liz Crowell, Fairfax County Park Authority provided an update on the Archaeology and 
Collections Branch. The Report is attached to these minutes as Attachment 2. 
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• Megan Leining, Fairfax County Park Authority provided an update on the Heritage 
Conservation Branch and the Virtual Virginia Association of Museums Conference. The 
staff report is attached to these minutes as Attachment 3. 

• Chris Barbuschak provided an update from the Virginia Room and indicated that 
digitizing The Fairfax Herald is underway. The staff report i s attached to these minutes as 
Attachment 4. 

• Denice Dressel, Fairfax County Dept. of Planning and Development provided a staff 
report on: Richmond Highway BRT; Wellington at River Farm Potential HOD; Hollin 
Hills Potential HOD; Holmes Run Acres Potential HOD; Gum Springs Cultural 
Resources Study; Pride of Fairfax National Register Nomination; and future survey 
efforts and funding opportunities for documenting African American architectural survey 
throughout the county. The staff report is attached to these minutes as Attachment 5. 

Barbara Naefmade the following motion: 

I move that the History Commission commit $7, 500 to the cost share program to.fund a 
Countywide African American Architectural Survey. 

The motion was seconded by Tammy Mannarino and passed unanimously. 

Anne Stw1tz made a follow-on motion: 

I move that the History Commission write a letter in support ofthe African American 
Architectural Survey to be submitted with the package before the deadline. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum and passed unanimously. 

Committee Reports 

History Conference, Esther McCollough: 

Met on February 24, 2021 ; began discussing how to set up the next History Conference, likely to 
be virtual possibly November 6 or 13; considered content and came up with a 4-part conference 
schedule over 4 years with year 1 starting with Fairfax County Native Americans and African 
Americans, confirmations from participants. Next meeting March 24 @ 7:00 p.m. via Webex to 
continue discussing content and arrangement of program. 

African American History Initiative, Phyllis Walker Ford: 

Met on February 9, 2021 ; 14 members in attendance; covered array of topics for first meeting; 
discussion on type ofproduct and methods for analysis and reference; what history may be out in 
the communities, each committee member look within their district to find what has already been 
collected; and making a list of African American cemeteries in the area. Next meeting March 9 
@ 2:30p.m. 
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Semi guincentennial, Gretchen Bulova: 

State Commission met February 12; survey results and discussion of African American Heritage 
Tourism. Fairfax County Work Group met on February 19 and shared ideas lessons learned from 
previous Fairfax County Commemorations. 

Inventory, Anne Stuntz, acting Chair: 

Met on March 1; discussed the William Goldsmith house outside Vienna; website updates for 
Inventory plaque. Next meeting April 5 @ 7:30 p.m. 

Markers and Cemetery Preservation. Mary Lipsey: 

Met with Supervisor Palchik's Office for a youth Marker Contest within Fairfax County; 2 
markers have been ordered for James Lee ES and Canollton. DAR Chapter trying to find and 
mark grave ofJohn Pipsico; Cemetery Association working on cleanups at various family 
cemeteries. 

Ethnic & Oral History, Esther McCullough: 

Committee has not met but are looking at setting up a meeting on March 25 @ 7:30 p.m. to 
finalize items. 

Resident Curator Program, Bob Beach: 
BOS hearing to be held on March 23, 2021 for the leasing ofthe Hannah P. Clark/Enyedi House 
as part of the Resident Curator Program; BOS hearing TBD on lease on service source for 
Elmore Farmhouse; Turner Farmhouse continuing improvements; Stems House continues with 
bathroom renovation and covered porch repairs; staff working with park operations to repair well 
and septic at Margaret White Gardens. The staff report is attached to these minutes as 
Attachment 3. 

Bylaws, Anne Barnes: 

Meeting scheduled for February 25 but was pushed to March 25 at 7:00; committee members are 
Cheryl Repetti, Anne Stuntz, Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Elise Murray, Anne Barnes and Carole 
Herrick. 

Advocacy, Anne Stw1tz: 

No updates, committee has not met. 

David Meyer, Fairfax City Update: 
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February 25 Connecting Fairfax City for All meeting overview; City Council reviewing Annual 
Budget, Capital Improvements Project includes funding for the Fairfax City Museum for 
possible building addition. 

Announcements 

• Commissioner Lyons: Friends ofFairfax Archaeology is organizing a field trip to 
Abbingdon occurring on May 1, 2021. 

• Commissioner Lipsey: Saturday March 13, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. there will be a virtual 
workshop on family history beyond ancestry at George Mason Regional Library. 

• Commissioner Naef: the Confederate Names Inventory research Collection has been 
established in the Virginia Room and is complete. 

• Chair Repetti: thanked all staffwho attended the African American History Inventory 
meetings. 

Esther McCullough made the fo llowing motion: 

ff there are no other updates, 1 motion that the Committee adjourn. 

The motion was seconded by Jordan Tannenbaum and passed unanimously. 

Meeting Adjourned at l 0:36 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Corinne Bebek 
Clerk, Ad Interim, Fairfax County History Commission 

~ 
Steve'sherman, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

Attachments: 
Attachment l - FCHC Treasurer' s Report March 3, 2021. 
Attachment 2 - Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB) Staff Report. 
Attachment 3 - Heritage Conservation Branch StaffReport. 
Attachment 4- Virginia Room Staff Report. 
Attachment 5 - Dept. ofPlanning and Development Staff Report. 


