
 
 

 
 
 

Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
February 5, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams 
 

The Fairfax County History Commission conducted a virtual meeting with all remote attendees 
on February 5, 2025. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Vice Chair, Subhi Mehdi, ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 
Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Subhi Mehdi, Vice Chair Dranesville 
Tammy Mannarino, Secretary Mount Vernon 
Brian Heintz, Treasurer Braddock 
Anne Stuntz Hunter Mill 
Sue Kovach Shuman Providence 
Jordan Tannenbaum Springfield 
Margo Coleman Mason 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti Sully 
Jenee Lindner Springfield 
David Meyer** Fairfax City 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
Gretchen Bulova, Chair 
Elise Murray 

 
Commissioners Absent: 
Anne Barnes 

 
County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Elizabeth Crowell, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Stephanie Langton, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 

 
Staff Present: 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk 



 
 

 
 
 

Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
**Joined after roll call 

 

--- 
 

Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Anne Stuntz to approve the January 8, 2025, History Commission Meeting 
Minutes and the History Commission pay the Clerk [Keisha Strand]. 

 
Jordan Tanenbaum seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

Cheryl-Ann Repetti offered a friendly amendment to reflect Jenee Lindner as the Cemeteries 
Committee Chair. 

 
Sue Kovach Shuman seconded the amended motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
-- 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Brian Heintz reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending February 1, 2025. (See 

Attachment 1). He shared that there was only one expenditure related to the $7500 allocated for 
Randall Estates. This was a partial payment and the other half will be settled next month. 

 
There was a discussion regarding unresolved payments from the 2024 History Commission 
Conference. Elise Murray will continue to work on settling the payments. 

 
A motion was made by Jordan Tanenbaum to accept the February 2025 Treasurer’s Report. 

Sue Kovach Shuman seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

--- 
 

250th Commission and History Commission Collaboration 
 

Subhi Mehdi gave a presentation to the commission which included the following: (See Attachment 
2 and Attachment 3) 

 
• History Commission 250th Committee 



 
 

 
 

• 250 Video Series: A Documentary 

o Theme - Revolution of Ideas 
o To focus on people’s voices 
o Oral History Interviews 
o The History Commission’s 250 Committee will partner with the Oral History 

Committee (internally) and Channel 16 (externally) 
o Subhi Mehdi (250 Committee) and Sue Kovach Shuman (Oral History Committee) 

will co-lead the series 
 

• Examples of Revolutionary Ideas. 
o Natural Rights and Equality 
o Popular Sovereignty 
o Republicanism 
o Separation of Powers 
o Individual Liberty and Freedom 
o Economic Freedom and Free Enterprise 
o Federalism 
o Rule of Law 

 
• From Idea to Execution: Next steps 

o Identify interviewees 
o Design the documentary based on draft background paper 
o Write background scripts 

 
Sue Kovach Shuman shared that there was a meeting on Monday, and it was discussed to have 
commission members interviewed in the studio. Channel 16 wants to do 25, and there is an idea to 
do a podcast with a few people, especially those who may not feel comfortable on camera. A message 
will be ready by the next meeting to share with supervisors. 

 
There was a discussion among the Commission regarding the list of topics initiated by Jordan 
Tanenbaum. The committee agreed to be mindful that the concept of inclusiveness means different 
things to different people so the use of discernment is necessary. 

 
-- 

 
New Business 

 
• 2025 Workplan, Subhi Mehdi 

 
o Executive committee met and decided to create a workplan. Each committee chair is 

asked to provide the following; (See Attachment 4) 
▪ A one to two sentence mission statement of the committee. 
▪ High level annual meeting schedule. 
▪ Top level priorities for the year. 
▪ Estimated expenditure needs. 

 
There was a discussion about the history of the oral and ethnic history committee name. 



 
 

 
 
 

• Annual Report Aligned with Fiscal Year 
 

o Discussed later in the agenda during Committee Reports. 
 

--- 
 

Old/Unfinished Business 
 

• 2025 Committee Assignments and Committee Descriptions 

o Subhi Mehdi shared that the most recent version of committee assignments is in 
Egnyte, and that Chairman Gretchen Bulova is still working on it. See Attachment 5 

 
• Dunn-Loring School Update, Tammy Mannarino 

o The commission voted at the January 2025 meeting to send a letter to the Planning 
Commission ahead of their January 15th meeting. That letter was submitted and is 
available in Egnyte (See Attachment 6). The Planning Commission acknowledged they 
received it, and voted to approve the proffers as well as to recommend rezoning of the 
Dun-Loring School. 

 
o Tammy represented the history commission at the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

(BOS) meeting. The main message was that the commission felt there is a lack of respect 
for the inventory. She also shared the recommendations below with the BOS. 

 
1. Make early communication with the Architectural Review Board (ARB) and History 

Commission mandatory when demolition of an inventory site is contemplated. The 
BOS acknowledged this and implied that the outcome may have been different had 
these groups been consulted. 

 
2. To look at Dunn-Loring School in the body of the historic schools in Fairfax County, 

and perhaps make a multiple property nomination for National Register. The BOS did 
not speak on that recommendation. 

 
o The BOS did vote to rezone the school, and it will be in the hands of the School Board to 

decide when this will be built. 
 

Sue Kovach Shuman mentioned that the BOS thanked the commission and the ARB several times. 
Chairman McKay said to staff that he wants the first recommendation to be implemented, and 
Supervisor Jimenez also encouraged the School System to not be dismissive of the History 
Commission. She expressed to the commission that it is imperative to make sure that happens before 
more schools are lost. Sue suggested that the commission stay on top of the matter and maybe reach 
out to staff to work with them on the language. 

 
There was a discussion about sending a follow up letter to the BOS. 

 
A motion was made by Tammy Mannarino to write a letter to the Board of Supervisors, as a result 
of the History Commission meeting on February 5th, reiterating its recommendation. 

 
Sue Kovach Shuman seconded the motion, which was followed by a discussion. 



 
 

 
 
 

There was a discussion among the commissioners regarding the letter; ensuring that the commission does 
not thank BOS for something that has not yet been done, that the commission not only reminds the BOS of 
the recommendations but also stresses the importance that they be implemented. 

 
A amended motion was made by Tammy Mannarino to write a letter to the Board of Supervisors 
summarizing the History Commission’s recommendations from the February 5th meeting and their 
responses. 

 
Margo Coleman seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Franconia Community Center Renaming due January 

o Subhi Mehdi shared that Chairman Gretchen Bulova spoke with Supervisor Lusk, and 
he wants the commission to write the text labels for the 3 conference/community 
rooms. Phyllis Walker Ford is assisting in this work, and the initiative is in Egnyte. 
See Attachment 7 

 
• Cartersville Baptist Church, Citizen Information Request 

o Subhi Mehdi shared that there was a query from a couple of citizens about some 
discrepancy in the inception date of the church. 

o The executive committee asked Stephanie Newman to do some research on at least 
three historic churches to see how it's been done for them so that we can respond 
properly to this citizen query. (See Attachment 8) 

o David Meyer shared that he had done some research for a book he authored, and that 
this information is available in the Virginia Room. He will share his research with 
Stephanie. 

 

--- 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys: 
• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 

program, and staff updates. See Attachment 9 for the staff report. She included the 
following topics: Modern Countywide Survey, Gum Springs Study, Post-Modern 
Survey, Mount Gilead Documentation and Demolition, Sunnyside/DeBell House, Dunn 
Loring Rezoning, Staff Work Request Forms and the ARB Administrator, Planner III 
Position. 

 
 

Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Elizabeth Crowell 
 

• Dr. Elizabeth Crowell, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and 
project updates to the Commission. See Attachment 10 for the report. 

 
o Because of the weather ACB is focusing on some projects on indoor activities 

such as laboratory processing of artifacts from the Phase II archaeological 
survey of the Fairfax Arms site. 

o Monticello asked ACB to provide artifacts from a site we have called Accotink 
Quarter, which had ceramics that were produced by enslaved people. Those 
items have been sent them as materials out on loan that they will be 
incorporating into their work. 



 
 

 
 

o ABC will be doing a ground penetrating radar survey near Mount Gilead 
House to ensure that they know the locations of associated archaeological 
features there. 

o In the process of updating ACB standard operating procedures, and are working 
with a consultant. They met for a two-hour meeting earlier in the day to discuss 
converting the artefact database into a Geo database that can be used with GIS. 

 
Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Stephanie Langton  

• Stephanie Langton provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on 
behalf of HCB staff. See Attachment 11 for the staff report. 

o She reported that the roof project continues at Mount Gilead House. The 
curators are looking forward to moving in the spring. Staff is awaiting the 
demolition permit for the carriage house. The documentation has been 
completed and everything will be taken care of before the curators move in. A 
resident curator lease signing will be coordinated with the completion of these 
projects. 

 
Anne Stuntz asked that staff rename their staff reports to Heritage Conservation Branch Update 
so that it stands out in the Egnyte folder. 

 

Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 
• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 

collection, and archive updates. See Attachment 12 for the Virginia Room staff 
report. He mentioned recent donations to the Virginia room including items from 
the descendants of the Coffer Family of Burke, VA. They gifted the Virginia Room 
with family papers, clothing and an antique sideboard. The sideboard was in the 
Virginia Room until 1975 when it was loaned to the Lee-Fendall House Museum in 
Alexandria. The museum is now reorganizing their space, and after fifty years, they 
decided to return it to the library. It is currently in the staff workroom. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Advocacy Committee, Anne Stuntz: 

 
• Anne Stuntz shared the committee met earlier in the week. See Attachment 13 for the 

report. 
o The committee discussed running the annual report on the Fiscal Year versus the 

Calendar Year. 
 

A motion was made by Anne Stuntz that the History Commission change its annual report to cover 
fiscal years moving forward. 

 
Tammy Mannarino seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
o The committee also discussed the below upcoming events: 

▪ Mount Vernon Town Hall this Saturday 
▪ April 26 Fairfax “HisTree” Day at Historic Blenheim and Earth Day 

Festival at Sully 
▪ Juneteenth Celebrations at Gum Springs, Fairfax, and maybe Sully 



 
 

 
 

o Anne encouraged the commission members to notify the committee of other events 
in their districts. 

 
 

Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Sue Kovach Shuman: 
 

There was no additional update for the Ethnic and Oral History Committee. See 
Attachment 14 for the report. 

 
History Conference Committee: 

 

The Park Authority is working on reconciling payments. 
 
 

Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 
 

• Cheryl-Ann Repetti shared the committee met on January 22, 2025. See Attachment 15 
for the report. 
o The committee discussed Dolley Maddison and James Milton Goins markers 

See Attachments 16 and 17. 
o The committee voted to bring a motion to the full commission to approve 

funding for the markers. 
 

There was a discussion addressing Dolley Madison, on whether it was respectful to identify 
her as Dolley or Mrs. Madison. The Committee came to a consensus that the general public 
knows her as Dolley, therefore identifying her in that way is respectful. 

 
A motion was made by Cheryl-Ann Repetti that the History Commission allocate up to $2100 to 
produce and install the Dolley Madison marker in, or near McLean Central Park. 

 
Anne Stuntz seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
A motion was made by Cheryl-Ann Repetti that the History Commission support the production and 
installation of the Goins marker in the vicinity of the corner of Laura Bell Lane and Zion Drive. 

 
Tammy Mannarino seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
o Cheryl-Ann Repetti also noted that the cost of the markers had gone up by 

$200, therefore the new price for markers is $3,145. 
 

250th Commission, Gretchen Bulova: 
 

Discussed earlier in the meeting during the presentation. (See Attachment 18 for the report) 
 
 

Update on AAHI Project, Updates from Mary Lipsey: 
• Subhi Mehdi stated that Mary Lipsey is working with students who are creating then and 

now posters of several county historical sites. 
• She reminded the Commissioners that Mary Lipsey continues to add new material to the 

AAHI inventory. 



 
 

 
 

--- 
 

Commissioner Reports 
 

Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 
 

• No Report.  
--- 

 

Announcements/ News to Share (See Recording) 
 

• Brian Heintz shared that the Marine Corps Museum, the weekend of the 20th has 7 
Iwo Jima Veterans that are returning for the 80th anniversary and so you can 
check out their website for details. 

• Tammy Mannarino, The Mount Vernon Town Hall is 8 to 10AM on Saturday at 
Mount Vernon High School. If anyone wants to come work the booth they are 
welcome. 

• Tammy Mannarino, shared that she is going to be part of a panel on February 22nd 
for the Augusta Resolves celebrating the 250th Anniversary of that set of resolves 
in Augusta County. 

• Anne Stuntz, shared that there is an article about Phyllis Walker Ford in the 
Fairfax Independent. It includes a picture of the History Commission’s Luther 
Jackson marker. It sites her oral history and the AAHI 

• Jenee Lindner shared that The Fairfax Public Schools Black History Month event 
scheduled for this week was postponed until the 19th of February Unfortunately, 
there were students from Woodson High School that were in the fatal plane crash 
in Washington D.C., and they are going to wait out of respect. 

• Jordan Tannenbaum shared that on February 25th at 2PM, The Advisory Council 
has a free webinar on preserving historic black business districts as part of their 
“Preserve the Past, Build for the Future” webinar series. 

• Sue Kovach Shuman shared that she will be a guest lecturer again at a class on 
historic preservation at Northern Virginia Community College. This will be the 
year third year that she has done this and that she is delighted that people are 
interested in what we do. 

• Margo Coleman, shared that there would be an honorary renaming of Little River 
Turnpike 236. It was scheduled for the 5th of February, but now it's been changed 
to the 19th. 

• Cheryl-Ann Repetti, shared that there is a Fairfax County Black History event to 
take place at the Government Center on the 21st at 5PM. 

• David Meyer, shared that The City of Fairfax, is the owner of the Old Town hall, 
which is in this the historic district and they just completed the Chocolate Lovers 
Festival. The Old Town hall is going to be closed for over a year, for a $3,000,000 
renovation of the interior. The front portico was restored last year at a cost about 
$800,000 and now the building itself is going to undergo it’s most significant 

restoration since it was built in 1900. It will include all electrical HVAC window 
restorations, new elevators, and restrooms. 

 
 

Subhi Mehdi adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 



 
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Keisha Strand 
Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Tammy Mannarino, Corresponding 
Secretary Fairfax County History 
Commission 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Treasurer’s Report, January 2025 
Attachment 2: 250 Video Series Presentation 
Attachment 3: 250th Video Series Background Document 
Attachment 4: FCHC 2025 Workplan 
Attachment 5: History Commission Committees Assignments 
Attachment 6: Dunn-Loring Letter to Planning Commission 
Attachment 7: Franconia District Room Naming 
Attachment 8: Cartersville Baptist Church Work Request 
Attachment 9: DPD Heritage Resources Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 10: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 11: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 12: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 13: Advocacy Committee Report 
Attachment 14: Oral History Committee Report 
Attachment 15: Marker Committee Report 
Attachment 16: Dolley Madison Marker Text 
Attachment 17: James Milton Goins Marker Text 
Attachment 18: 250th Committee Report 

Date: April 08, 2025 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 3 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Attachment 4 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 5 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 6 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 7 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 8 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 9 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 10 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 12 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 

Attachment 13 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 14 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 15 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Attachment 16 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Attachment 17 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 

Attachment 18 
 
 



 
 

Fairfax County History Commission |February 5, 
2025 Page 10 

 
 
 
 


	Fairfax County History Commission Monthly Meeting
	Call to Order
	Attendance
	Commissioners Excused:
	Commissioners Absent:
	County Liaisons Present:
	Staff Present:
	Special Guests Present:
	Minutes
	Treasurer’s Report
	250th Commission and History Commission Collaboration
	New Business
	Old/Unfinished Business
	• Dunn-Loring School Update, Tammy Mannarino
	• Franconia Community Center Renaming due January
	• Cartersville Baptist Church, Citizen Information Request
	Staff Reports
	Committee Reports
	Commissioner Reports
	Announcements/ News to Share (See Recording)
	Attachments

