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Fairfax County History Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

 
June 5, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 

Fairfax County Government Center 
Conference Room 4/5 

12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

 
The Fairfax County History Commission conducted an in-person meeting with some remote 
attendees on June 5, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. 

 
--- 

 
Call to Order 

 
1.  Audibility of Members’ Voices 

 
Before proceeding, Chairperson Garvey-Hodge ensured mutual audibility for the Commission 
members attending online. Commission members joining virtually confirmed their audibility and 
location accordingly. 

 
Attendance 

 

Commissioners Present per Districts: District: 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chair At-Large 
David Meyer City of Fairfax 
Elise Murray Hunter Mill 
Anne Barnes Mount Vernon 
Sallie Lyons Mount Vernon 
Tammy Mannarino Mount Vernon 
Sue Kovach Shuman Providence 
Kevin Bradley Providence 
Cheryl-Ann Repetti Sully 
Esther McCullough* ** Sully 
Subhi Mehdi Dranesville 
Anne Stuntz, Secretary Hunter Mill 
Brian Heintz Braddock 
Russell Brooks, Vice Chair Franconia 
Gretchen Bulova Braddock 
Jenee Lindner ** Springfield 

 
Commissioners Excused: 
Jordan Tannenbaum 

 
Commissioners Absent: 
None 
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County Liaisons Present: 
Laura Kviklys, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Stephanie Newman, Heritage Resources Branch, Department of Planning and Development; 
Liz Crowell, Archaeology and Collections Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority; 
Christopher Barbuschak, Virginia Room, Fairfax County Public Library; 
Sarah Petroff, Heritage Conservation Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority 

 
Staff Present: 
Corinne Bebek, History Commission Substitute Clerk 
Keisha Strand, History Commission Clerk-elect* 

 
Special Guests Present: 
None 

 
*Joined virtually or by phone (voice-only) 
**Joined after roll call 

 
--- 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Business 

 
Chair Announcements, Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

Chairperson Garvey-Hodge began the meeting with the following announcements: 
• Lillian Blackwell Marker unveiling event occurred recently. 
• Cheryl Repetti has completed the Annual Report, and the final draft will be uploaded to 

Egnyte. 
• History Commission will present Annual Report to Board of Supervisors on June 11th 
• June is LGBTQ Month, Immigrant Heritage Month, and Caribbean Heritage Month. 
• A new History Commission Clerk will start in August, Keisha Strand. 
• Senior executive leadership team retreat mid-year recap. A 1-page handout was distributed 

in hardcopy to the History Commission. See Attachment 1. 
-- 

 
Minutes 

 
The April 2024 minutes have not been finalized and approved yet. The May 2024 minutes were 
not approved during this meeting as they have not been vetted by the History Commission at 
this time. 

 
-- 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Elise Murray reviewed the Treasurer’s report for the period ending May 31, 2024. See Attachment 
2 for the May report. 

--- 
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Staff Reports 
 

Heritage Resources Branch, Laura Kviklys: 
• Laura Kviklys, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, gave projects, 

program, and staff updates, in addition to a presentation overview of what the Heritage 
Resources Branch does on a daily basis. See Attachment 3 for the staff report. June 15, 
2024 is Gum Springs Day. Stephanie Newman provided an update on the staff work 
request process and upcoming VFOIA changes that take effect on July 1, 2024. See 
Attachment 4 for staff work request process; see Attachment 5 for final staff work 
request form. 

 
Subhi Mehdi moved, and was seconded by Russell Brooks, that the Fairfax County History 
Commission adopt the updated VFOIA all-virtual and remote participation policies as 
presented by staff on June 5, 2024. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Archaeology and Collections Branch (ACB), Liz Crowell: 

• Liz Crowell, Fairfax County Park Authority, provided ACB program and project 
updates to the Commission. See Attachment 6 for the ACB request to the History 
Commission. 

 
Elise Murray moved, and was seconded by Kevin Bradley, that the History Commission 
give the Archaeology and Collections Branch of the Park Authority a grant of $15,000 to 
support a limited term employee/intern to process legacy archaeological collections for 
approximately six months. These funds will come from the FY 2024 budget. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Heritage Conservation Branch (HCB) and Resident Curator Program, Sarah Petroff: 

• Sarah Petroff provided HCB project and program updates to the Commission on behalf 
of HCB staff. Anne Stuntz asked if the Margaret White Gardens house had been 
demolished yet. Sarah indicated this had recently occurred. Anne suggested that a 
demolition on a Historic Inventory site should be included in future reports. See 
Attachment 7 for the staff report. 

 
Virginia Room, Christopher Barbuschak 

• Christopher Barbuschak, Fairfax County Public Library, provided staffing, program, 
collection, and archive updates. The History Commission discussed the considering 
the purchase of Sketches in Virginia but indicated that additional details such as 
authenticity and dates of creation would need to be provided ahead of a decision. It 
was noted that the Virginia Room staff would be able to provide the requested 
information and provide assistance with research if additional information is needed 
for the request to be considered. See Attachment 8 for the Virginia Room staff 
report. 

 
--- 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Budget and Inventory Committees, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray provided an update regarding the budget allocation and funding 
for “Fairfax Resolves” see Attachment 9. 
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Elise Murray moved and was seconded by Subhi Medhi that the History Commission 
use the $7,728 set aside for publishing the “Fairfax County in 1860” project to fund a 
pocket “Fairfax Resolves” for distribution. This is a fitting memorial to Edith Moore 
Sprouse for the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. This motion replaces the March 6, 2024 motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Discussion followed among commission members on what should occur if the request cannot 
be completed in time. It was noted that this is being treated as any other deadline the History 
Commission commits to and if it cannot be met, further discussion would ensue. 

 
•  The Inventory Committee met with staff to establish procedures for processing 

nominations, see Attachment 10 for Inventory Committee report. 
 

History Conference Committee, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge reported that the History Conference Keynote 

Speaker will be Ron Maxwell. See Attachment 11 for report. 
 

Awards Committees, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 
• One Lifetime Achievement nomination has been received; 2 books have been 

submitted for an award. 
 

Advocacy Committee, Annual Report, and County Children’s Project: 
• Anne Stuntz reported that the Advocacy Committee did not meet this past month. The 

next meeting will take place on June 27th. Additionally, it was announced that the 
Advocacy Committee would staff History Commission tables at a number of Juneteenth 
events this month including Vienna, Gum Springs, and Sully. 

• Cheryl Repetti reported that a final version of the Annual Report has been distributed to 
the Board of Supervisors and can be found in the Egnyte folder. 

• Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge noted that the County Children’s Project, children’s 

coloring book has been approved by county procurement and coordination with the artist 
is the next step. 

 
Ethnic and Oral History Committee, Esther McCullough: 

• Esther McCullough updated the Commission that the Ethnic and Oral History Committee 
has completed the Rosenwald Oral History project. There was no quorum present at the 
May 16, 2024 meeting and therefore no decisions were made. 

 
250th Commission, Gretchen Bulova: 

• Gretchen Bulova indicated that 4th of July events for the next three years have been 
planned. See Attachment 12 for report. 

 
Architecture Review Board (ARB) Liaison, Elise Murray: 

• Elise Murray submitted the report prior to the meeting. See Attachment 13 for the 
ARB Report. 

 
Markers Committee, Cheryl-Ann Repetti: 

• Cheryl-Ann Repetti indicated that the committee met on May 21st and discussed the John 
West Marker which requires a change, in addition to general discussion around other 
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markers. 
 

Cheryl Repetti moved, and was seconded by Elise Murray, that the text of the John West 
Marker be modified to remove “near here” from the first sentence so it reads “here.” The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
See Attachment 14 for the Markers Committee report. 

 
-- 

 
Old/Unfinished Business 

 
Updates on the renaming of Bailey’s Community Center to Minnie Peyton Community Center, 
Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

• The Board of Supervisors indicated on May 21, 2024 that the research portion of this project 
is complete and now it has moved on to the naming commission of Neighborhood and 
Community Services. 

 
AAHI Project, Chairperson Lynne Garvey-Hodge: 

• This project began as a database of information to capture the African American 
experience in Fairfax County. 

 
Updates to Proposed Letter Writing Policy, Subhi Medhi: 

• The updated draft Letter Writing Policy and Process Flow Chart can be found as 
Attachment 15 and Attachment 16. 

 
Subhi Medhi moved, and was seconded by Jenee Lindner, that the History Commission adopt 
the proposed letter writing policy. The motion failed after the History Commission discussion 
which is documented below. 

 
Discussion followed the motion related to the definition of the Executive Leadership Team, edits sent 
after the deadline that may not have been incorporated into the revision, and use of the term “must” 

in the policy. Concerns were raised regarding the timing proposed in the policy and procedures 
related to possible commissioner objections to letter content and consideration of appeals; concerns 
with the term executive privilege, the necessity of the policy, and policy/procedure/guideline 
nomenclature were also raised. Commissioner Medhi noted that issues in the past with letter 
retention and distribution have raised the need for the proposed letter writing 
policy/procedure/guidelines. A suggestion was provided from Commissioners that the County 
Attorney should review the letter writing policy/procedures/guidelines. Based on the discussion, 
friendly amendments for the terminology of the Executive Committee, Chair/Chairperson, and Must 
have been accepted by Commissioner Medhi. This topic has been tabled until the August 2024 
History Commission meeting. A revised letter writing policy/procedures/guideline document will be 
developed and distributed ahead of the August meeting. 

 
Cheryl Repetti made a motion, and was seconded by Tammy Mannarino, that the letter 
writing topic is tabled until the August 2024 meeting and be set as an earlier agenda item. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

-- 
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• No new business. 

New Business 

 

--- 
 

Announcements 
• Anne Stuntz Historic Vienna exhibit upcoming. Flyer will be shared once 

received. 
 
 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge adjourned the meeting at 10:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Corinne K. Bebek 
Substitute Clerk, Fairfax County History Commission 

 
 
 
 

Date: 04/27/2025  
 

Anne Stuntz, Corresponding Secretary 
Fairfax County History Commission 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1: Senior Executive Leadership Retreat Recap 
Attachment 2: Treasurer’s Report, May 2024 

Attachment 3: DPD Staff Report 
Attachment 4: Work Request Process 
Attachment 5: Work Request Form 
Attachment 6: Archaeology and Collections Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 7: Heritage Conservation Branch Staff Report 
Attachment 8: Virginia Room Staff Report 
Attachment 9: Fairfax Resolves Update 
Attachment 10: Inventory Committee Report 
Attachment 11: Conference Committee Report 
Attachment 12: 250th Committee Report 
Attachment 13: Architecture Review Board Liaison Report 
Attachment 14: Markers Committee Report 
Attachment 15: Draft Letter Writing Policy 
Attachment 16: Letter Writing Process Flow Chart 
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Fairfax County History Commission 
Executive Leadership Team, Offsite Retreat 

Held in the Library, Burke Presbyterian Church 

Saturday, February 3, 2024 – 1:30pm – 6:00pm 

Snacks of cheese/crackers/cut-up veggies, brownies + Great Harvest cookies + bottled water were provided 

 
Commission Members in Attendance: 

David Meyer (immediate past Vice Chairman) 

Russell Brooks (current Vice Chairman) 

Cheryl Repetti (immediate past Chairperson) 

Anne Stuntz (Current & Immediate past Secretary) 

Sue Kovach Shuman (Immediate past Treasurer) 

Elise R. Murray (Current Treasurer) 

Lynne Garvey-Hodge (Current Chairperson) 

Our Agenda was as follows: 

A G E N D A 
I. Welcome & Reviews of Past/Recent successes 

II. Goals for our Time Together 

III. “Lessons Learned” from 2023 to assist in 2024 

IV. Healthy Team Characteristics: 

(EMPATHY, 5 Dysfunctions of a Team, 

7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Emotional Intelligence) 

V. Visioning a Future for the FCHC 
(including Onboarding practices to implement, NAPC, AAM, etc.; site visits, 

conferences(NTHP), books, periodicals) 

[Roberts Rules, 3rd Edition, In Brief, Honorary Board Members, 

Sample 30 second Elevator Speech for FCHC] 

VI. Proactive ways to prepare for potential turn-over of 

some 7+ Commissioners: end of 2024 

VII. Tasks/Timelines/Assignments & Summary 

 
With everyone present, our time together began at 1:45pm. 

 
After a few introductory comments including gratitude for everyone making time to gather, the team participated in two 

“ice breaker” activities: Individually & then collectively identifying an adjective to match the first letter of their name: 

D - Discernment & Debonair; R – Reflective & Resourceful; C – Charming & Creative; A – Amazing & Awesome; 

S - Super & Splendid; E – Exceptional & Exciting; L – Loquacious & Lovely 

These adjectives nicely round out personalities for an Outstanding Leadership Team! 
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Fairfax County History Commission - Executive Leadership Team, Offsite Retreat 

We then participated in another exercise involving the choosing of a photograph that appealed to each of us – and then 

sharing with one another “why” the picture was so. This activity helped us learn a bit about one another – who was a 

dog lover, enjoyed convertibles as a younger person, fuzzy chicks that were once family pets, high school colors were 

revealed, etc. – it was a healthy “get to know one another” activity. 

We discussed a few administrative items before we launched into Goals & Future orientation conversations: 

* Paying the Clerk for his summary of the 2023 History Conference. 

[Since the Conference Committee had recommended using the $450 amount for the 2+ hour monthly meetings for 

which the Clerk is paid and then doubling that amount = $900.00 + extra time to review the 6 hour conference video & 

craft a meaningful summary – the $1,000.00 recommended amount made perfect sense. From that information the ELT 

was in unanimous agreement o same. 

* Purchasing a copy of “Robert’s Rules of Order” – Newly Revised “In Brief” for all Commission members 

(Russell to make motion on same 22/7/2024) – At $7.99/each – with shipping it would cost the Commission 

approximately $170.00 

* Accepting Marion Dobbins Cohen’s request to serve as an Honorary Member; Discussion = recommendation that she 

be made an Advisory Committee member which would allow us to better use her subject matter expertise as a former 

Merrifield/The Pines neighbor; [This has been discussed with Marion & she is fine with the Advisory Committee Title. 

This will also require a vote of the Commission (as well as potential AC members, Tom Shoop & Steve Sherman) 

Our agreed upon Goals for our time together was to review successes from 2023 

& to discuss opportunities/challenges for 2024. 

Successes from 2023 

 
* The African American History Inventory (ongoing) * Annual History Conference 

*Outreach (ongoing) 
 

* Ft. Belvoir relationship (ongoing) 
& EO9931 Street naming/marker 
event on July 24, 2023; 

* Pan Am Cemetery (ongoing) 
 

* Dunn Loring (ongoing; excellent mtg. {finally…} w/ 

County on same 1/5/2024; w/Karl Frisch & Janice Szymanski; 
Sue Kovach Shuman, Elise R. Murray & Lynne Garvey-Hodge) 
“Lessons Learned” 

 

* Buddy System instituted to match new Commission 

members w/more senior long-term members; 
Need to amplify & expand the Onboarding process 

 

*Randall Estates Marker & now nomination for 

National Register [this is a later item addition rom the mtg. 
on 2/3/24] 

Challenges for 2024 
 

*Adherence to VFOIA regulations *Minnie Peyton” re-naming of Baileys Crossroads 
Community Center 

*Ongoing communication w/key stakeholders: FCPS, FCPA 

[Cheryl to acquire & for distribution org. charts w/ names of same for 
Commission distribution; “Who’s Who” 

* Black/African American Markers & ongoing maintenance 

costs for same 

*Increase visibility & build relationships w/I the County & the 

Commonwealth 
*Clarify & seek increase of County Staf f Support 

*Improve process planning – i.e. BHM calendar; History 

Conference & financial support 

*Proactively Prepare or Commission Member Turnover in 
2025 
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Fairfax County History Commission - Executive Leadership Team, Offsite Retreat 

 

Onboarding Opportunities for New Commission Members: (suggestions) 

 

(1) Continue w/ the Buddy System & ensure strong follow-thru; can be as simple as a phone 

call to review the FCHC website; check in after 3 months 

(2) Get with Stephanie to Create a Powerpoint that describes the Commission – a useful tool 

for a variety of applications 

(3) Learn Historic Locations/Markers & Inventory List – especially for the new Commission 

member’s district 

(4) Learn County Structure/Who’s Who/ Committee Structures 

(5) Become Familiar w/ the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) & attend 

1-3 webinars within the first year (no cost!); National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP); 

American Alliance of Museums (AAM), etc. 

(6) Have a “30 Second Elevator Speech” ready that describes the Commission 
(see next page) 

 
OTHER TOPICS Covered: 

Healthy Team Characteristics: 

EMPATHY! & The 5 Dysfunctions of a Team: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Habits of Highly Effective People & especially: 
“Bcgi⭲ witk tkc E⭲d i⭲ Mi⭲d” – Habit  2 

“Scck Ïiíst to U⭲dcísta⭲d, ľkc⭲ to Bc U⭲dcístood” – Habit 5 

Emotional Intelligence – the importance of vs. IQ 

Drafting a Commission Code of Conduct – (Cheryl & Russell) 

to include Effective Communication, Integrity, Honesty & Public Decorum, et al 

May wish to refer to “George Washington’s Rules of Civility” 

With close out activities & commitments, the meeting officially ended at 6:00pm 
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Fairfax County History Commission - Executive Leadership Team, Offsite Retreat 
 
 

Fairfax County HISTORY COMMISSION ELEVATOR PITCH - DRAFT 
 

The passion and purpose of the Fairfax County History Commission is recording, preserving, and promoting public 

interest in the county’s rich history. Since its creation in 1969, the commission has advised the county government on 

issues relating to history and historic preservation. It has 21 experienced and dedicated members, appointed by the 

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, representing all corners of the county. The commission works in partnership with 

other county government organizations, along with state and federal agencies, to provide research, expert advice, and 

ardent advocacy for preserving Fairfax County’s historic landmarks and sharing its story, which is as important and 

complex as that of any jurisdiction in the country. 

Here are a few recent examples of the commission’s work: 
 
 

• An exhaustive compilation of Confederate street names, monuments, and public places, prepared at the request 

of the Board of Supervisors. 

 
• A partnership with George Mason University’s Center for Mason Legacies to create the African American History 

Index, an online database of Black historic sites, communities, and events. 

 
• The Annual Fairfax County History Conference (now 20 years strong) 

 
• An effort to protect the integrity of the historic 1800 Fairfax County Courthouse building, resulting in a masonry 

repair and repainting plan. 

 
• Providing information about the importance of preserving the Dunn Loring Elementary School building, which 

has been proposed for demolition. 
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Attachment 16 
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