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1. Michael Mahrer, Senior Director of Advancement, English Empowerment Center 
(EEC) (formerly Literacy Council of Northern Virginia) 

• Understanding English is a key human service need. 
• CCFAC should continue to include Literacy/Educational 

Development/Attainment as one of its categories for the Consolidated 
Community Funding Pool (CCFP). 

• EEC’s participants need support, time, and empathy. 

2. Gerald V. Poje, Ph.D, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax (UUCF) 

• The County’s current goal to build 10,000 units by 2034 does not meet the true 
need of 46,000 new homes. 

• Greater public engagement is needed. Staff should explore ways to build better 
citizen engagement. 

• Fairfax has made great progress through donations of county land to build 
additional affordable homes, but better land transfer partnerships with the 
Fairfax County Public Schools and the Park Authority should be pursued. 

• Future plans can better serve Fairfax by leveraging a much stronger role from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

• A written statement, submitted in advance of the hearing, provides greater 
details on policy recommendations. 

3. Diana Kim, Resident 

• Affordable housing is no longer affordable. 
• Greater assistance is needed to help the working poor and middle class. 

 

Additional Submitted Written Testimony 

 

4. Holly Kearl, Resident 

• Continue funding Cornerstones and other food pantries in Fairfax County to 
meet people’s basics needs for food and shelter.  



5. Mary Paden, Housing Committee Chair, Fairfax NAACP  

• Recommends the FY 2027- FY 2031 Consolidated Plan prioritize housing 
security, including rent utility relief, rapid rehousing, and legal assistance in 
eviction court proceedings. 

• Direct additional funds to care for homeless people in 2027. 
• Support community-building, empower residents, and test/enforce housing 

laws.  
• Recommend adding childcare, mental and physical health care, as permitted by 

the funding guidelines. 

6. Neera J. Datta, Resident and Advocate 

• Demand for legal assistance exceeds the supply of available pro bono help. 
• Clear, accessible public information and timely support are difficult to access. 
• Recommend CCFAC include funding for eviction education materials and 

community legal education partnerships as part of its upcoming funding 
priorities. 

• Fairfax County should fund the development and wide distribution of printed and 
digital materials that explain the eviction process in everyday language, ideally 
designed like a flow chart that visually walks residents through each step, from 
receiving a notice to avoiding a judgment. These materials should be developed 
collaboratively between attorneys, local housing advocates, and graphic design 
professionals to ensure both accuracy and accessibility. 

7. Sue Mairena, President, Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) 

• Support funding for ACCA to continue emergency assistance, including food, 
financial assistance with rent, utility, and prescriptions, and furniture donations.  

8. Kerrie Wilson, Chief Executive Officer, Cornerstones 

     Brian Funaki , Chair, Advocacy Committee, Cornerstones 

• Prioritize and expand FY 2027 – FY 2031 CCFP funding for: 
o Housing Stability & Prevention: Emergency assistance for rent and 

utilities, eviction/diversion navigation, legal/mediation partnerships, and 
flexible funds that keep families housed. 

o Shelter, Supportive & Rapid Re-Housing: Adequate operating support for 
emergency shelter, services-rich permanent supportive housing, and 
time-limited subsidies with intensive case management.  



o Wrap-Around Services that Make Housing Work: Affordable childcare 
access, behavioral health connections, benefits navigation, and financial 
coaching integrated with housing. 

o Food Security & Basic Needs: Continued investment in coordinated food 
distribution and essential supports that prevent small setbacks from 
becoming housing crises. 

9. Karen Courtney, Resident 

• Expand CCFP investments in affordable housing and person-centered services. 
• Invest in emergency shelter and long-term housing with supports, strong 

community partnerships, and prevention and wrap-around services (e.g., access 
to affordable childcare, food security, and eviction prevention). 

10. Rev. Debra Peevey (retired) and Candy S. Cox, Cornerstones Volunteers 

• Continue support for Cornerstones’ focused services, including fully funding 
food pantries at Lake Anne Plaza in Reston and the Community Resource Center 
in Herndon to assist new mothers, aging residents, and hungry families. 


