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Michael Mahrer, Senior Director of Advancement, English Empowerment Center (formerly
Literacy Council of Northern Virginia)

English is vital for self-sufficiency; need for English language instruction is growing.

Seven percent of Fairfax residents live in linguistic isolation and 50% of elementary

school students live in a home where English is not the primary language.

Last year, EEC served over 2,000 learners that came from 77 different countries and
speak 46 different languages.

Diane Checkon, Financial Empowerment Client, Britepaths

Referred to Britepaths after contacting Coordinated Services Planning (CSP) for
assistance with emergency rent, utilities and food.

Selected financial coaching to budget and prioritize financial obligations.

Approved for Empower Loan, which allows recipients to borrow up to $1000 for rent
and moving expenses and enables individuals to get back on track to financial
stability.

Marianela Funes, Community Organizer, Tenants and Workers United (TWU)

TWU works with low-income communities of color across Northern Virginia,
including south county along the Route-1 Corridor, to secure affordable and
supportive housing.

TWU clients increasingly face housing insecurity and are more vulnerable to
becoming homeless or unsheltered.

Allocate adequate funding to support eviction prevention, including more attorneys
who can represent people with varying immigration statuses.

Greater rent and utility relief to allow people to remain in their homes during
financial challenges.

More leased space for temporary emergency housing for homeless residents.

Keren Croasdaile, Community Member, Tenants and Workers United (TWU)

Resident of Penn Daw mobile homes, which provides homes that are accessible to
people struggling economically.

The Penn Daw community has provided her family with a sense of stability and
empowerment, but the fear of having the rug pulled out from underneath their feet
remains constant.



e More funding is needed to support emergency housing and temporary shelter, rent
and utility relief, and legal support services for eviction proceedings.

5. Juan Rivas, Community Member, Tenants and Workers United (TWU)
e Resident of Penn Daw mobile homes.
e Recommends more funding to support rent and utility relief programs as well as
Community Services Board (CSB) services.

6. Harmonie Taddeo, Executive Director, Western Fairfax Christian Ministries

e Speaking on behalf of WFCM, Lorton Community Action Center, and United
Community.

e With the end of pandemic-related federal benefits such as SNAP Emergency
Allotments coupled with Medicaid unwinding, and ongoing inflation and
underemployment, each organization has seen an increased need for emergency
services.

e InFY 2024, the three organizations served more than 1,568 unduplicated families,
consisting of 5,197 people, providing a total of 239,734 pounds of groceries (or an
average of 153 pounds per family valued at $301).

e The Return on Investment (ROI) for each dollar provided was $21.96 in groceries due
to partnerships with grocery stores, donations from community members, and bulk
purchasing.

e However, the current funding pool allocation of $14 million is insufficient and leads
to critical partners not being funded.

e Increasing the County’s investment in the Consolidated Community Funding Pool
(CCFP) would allow partners to serve more families and increase its ROL.

7. Jerry Poje, PhD, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax
e Emphasized three strategies to strengthen existing and future plans to improve
housing:

o Greater public engagement is needed in a county serving 1.1 million people,
including social media strategies and more innovative venues for seeking
input from multiple at-risk populations.

o Leveraging local resources by considering alternative models, including DC’s
Housing Production Trust Fund, land transfer partnerships with Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS), advocacy for an Affordable Homes for All initiative in
the Virginia General Assembly

o Re-evaluating Homeless and Special Needs Activities to include housing
insecurity among students by adapting the County’s “One University” project
with George Mason students to lower income, more diverse students at
lower cost Northern Virginia Community Colleges.



8. Mary Paden, Fairfax NAACP Housing Committee

e The housing cost burden is disproportionately largest among minority, non-white
residents, especially African American and Hispanic households.

e The disproportionality of African Americans experiencing unstable housing is
underscored by the percentage of homeless residents who are Black — over 50%,
compared with the percentage of Blacks in the Fairfax population — less than 10%.

e The main cause of homelessness is the lack of affordable housing and building and
preserving more affordable housing, including permanent supportive housing, is the
only long-term solution.

e Building takes time, but a greater focus on three priority areas can help people stay
housed or regain housing:

o Increasing the County’s investment in rent and utility relief and providing
services through the CSP 222 number;

o Directing additional resources to the Legal Aid Justice Society to represent
the growing immigrant population facing eviction courts and other civil
matters; and

o Initiate creative partnerships and pilot projects to house the homeless and
provide temporary shelter and services during periods of extreme heat or
cold, such as small sleeping pods, repurposed office buildings, and Medicaid
housing benefits.

9. Diana Ortega, Senior Finance and HR Manager, Former Client, Britepaths

e Shared personal story of seeking financial assistance through Britepaths as a single
mother of a four-year old, renting a basement while studying at George Mason
University to obtain a bachelor’s degree, working two jobs, and dealing with a
difficult relationship.

e Britepaths provided an emergency grant to help with rent, food and clothing,
ultimately preventing eviction and dropping out of college.

e However, the demand for emergency financial and food assistance remains high;
increasing allocations for emergency and food assistance, including support for
nonprofits like Britepaths, and seeking feedback from individuals with lived
experiences will allow families to stay in their homes and provide food for their
families.

10. Alison D. Flanagan, United Community
e Self-identified as the face of the working poor whose gross pay exceeds income
eligibility for supportive services and programs and shared personal story of being
homeless with a young child, living in inadequate housing, and facing evictions.



e The increased costs of rent and utilities has resulted in food scarcity, prioritizing
child’s needs over her own.

e Living paycheck to paycheck is not a long-term solution to financial stability.

e Increasing the supply of affordable housing and providing rent, utility, and food
assistance is vital.

e Improve emergency shelters and treat people with respect and dignity.

e Provide mental health care and substance abuse services so people do not consider
suicide.

11. Nayely Lopez, Strategy Manager, Opportunity Neighborhoods — Annandale, FACETS

e Seeking support for a community center/shared programming space at Fairmont
Gardens in Annandale.

e Many tenants lack access to transportation so parent-teacher conferences, food
distribution, and other basic services are conducted in the apartments’ parking lot.

e Repurposing a vacant apartment would create a community hub that facilitates
interactions between families and schools and residents and police, provides fair
housing support services (e.g., eviction prevention, tenant rights), educational
programming, food distribution, community dialogue, information and resource
sharing with other partners.

12. Hunter Doe, Resident

e Shared personal story as a Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) recipient of 11 years.

e Finding adequate housing is difficult because the subsidy is sometimes insufficient to
cover rent in a safe neighborhood, resulting in housing that is concentrated in areas
characterized by drug use, gang violence, and high crime.

e Shame and stigma are often associated with HCVs, but as a full-time caregiver for
children with disabilities and developmental delays, working outside the home is not
possible.

e Increasing voucher limits opens more neighborhoods up for housing and provides
children with a better chance for success.

13. Stephanie Santiago, Community Organizer, Centreville
e Advocated for increasing resources to organizations that provide help with
employment and emergency food assistance in the Centreville area.
e Residents’ paychecks have not kept pace with increases in rent and more people are
having to share housing — some with three families to one house.

14. Brook Winter, Fairfax Resource Center
e Expressed support for Fairmont Gardens’ request for community space.



Repurposing a vacant apartment and providing a dedicated staff person will elevate
the residents’ work and better meet the needs of the community.

15. Itzia Vazquz, Community Organizer

The high cost of rent causes families to struggle and creates barriers to basic needs.
Within the Latinx community, salary increases are limited due to lower levels of
education and language barriers.

Increasing resources to improve job skills (e.g., computers and technology) will allow
people to improve their economic circumstances and pay for rent, food, and
medicines.

Additional Submitted Written Testimony

16. Sue Mairena, President, Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA)

ACCA was awarded funding from the CCFP in FY 2025 for its Human Service
Ministries (HSM) programs, which include the Family Emergency Assistance, Food
and Nutrition Ministry, and the Furniture Ministry.

ACCA also partners with several groups to provide transportation to medical
appointments, housing rehabilitation, English language classes, and immigrant legal
services.

The Family Emergency Assistance Program (FEAP) provides rental assistance to at-
risk members of the community, including families with young children, the elderly
on fixed incomes, and victims of domestic violence; in FY 2024 Q1-Q3, FEAP provided
$242,009 in assistance for rent, utility bills, and prescriptions to 774 individuals.

In FY 2024, the Food and Nutrition program provided access and transportation to
food pantries to 4,361 individuals, a 12.8% increase over FY 2023 and over 166,000
pounds of food distributed.

In the first six months of FY 2024, the Furniture Ministry delivered essential items to
174 individuals in 54 households, including beds, chairs, tables, sofas, bedding,
blankets, mattresses, and microwaves.

The demand for assistance continues to grow and County support is vital to the
sustainability of ACCA’s programs.

17. Precious Burger, Resident, Retired FCPS teacher

Shared personal experience with housing instability and homelessness.
Advocate for rent relief and affordable housing.

Prioritize funding for temporary shelters.

Reframe homelessness from an abstract issue to the faces of teachers, nurses,
neighbors, family members, and friends, recognizing that anyone can be one
paycheck, one health crisis, or one life event from homelessness.



e Provide support to vulnerable individuals to regain stability, dignity, and hope.

18. Deb Haynes, Executive Director, Food for Others

e Food Insecurity in Fairfax County has reached its highest point of 27% of the
population according to the Capital Area Food Bank’s Hunger Report 2024 with at
least one in four residents experiencing food insecurity.

e Resources for food assistance are decreasing while the needs are increasing.

e Funding for the Food Access Program (FAP), which purchased bulk food for partner
agencies to distribute to their clients, was not extended into FY 2025 and the CCFP
funding for emergency food in FY 2025-2026 decreased.

e A full analysis of the CCFP is needed to ensure that all families in need receive vital
services like emergency food in an equitable manner.

19. Pam Michell, Resident, NAACP Housing Committee Member, and Continuum of Care
Advisory Committee Member

e The current length of stay in shelters has increased while the number of persons
moving out of homelessness has decreased.

e Non-white persons are disproportionately impacted since they are over-represented
in the homeless population.

e Increase funding for rent relief and rent subsidies to move persons experiencing
homelessness more quickly into stable housing and increase eviction prevention
money to decrease the number of evictions and the number of households needing
shelter.

e |t takes too long to build new shelters to address current needs; seek ways to make
more shelter space available in the county by using existing un/under-utilized
buildings.



