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Why Permits Are Required

 The purpose of the 

Virginia Residential 

Code is to protect 

the health, safety 

and welfare of 

Virginia residents.



What This Means To You

 Protect your family

 Protect your investment

 Avoid higher costs in the future

 Required by law



When Permits Are Required



When Permits Are Required



When Permits Are Required



Who can Apply?

 Licensed 

Contractor/Subcontractor

Architect/Engineer

Owner’s Agent with Permit 

Authorization

Owner/Tenant



Hiring A Contractor

 To indicate their responsibility for the work

 Enforcement actions against the contractor 

for code violations become more difficult if 

permit is issued to homeowner

 The County will verify the contractor is 

properly licensed as required by State and 

local laws



Possible Unlicensed 

Contractor

 Reluctance to obtain a permit

 Contractor asks you to obtain the permit

 Contractor requests an affidavit granting 

authority to obtain a permit in your name

To verify if a contractor is licensed: 

 https://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup

 or call (804) 367-8500

https://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup


10 Tips for Hiring a Contractor

 Hire only licensed contractors.

 Check the status of the contractor’s license.

 Get three references, review past work.

 Get at least three bids.

 Get a written contractor and don’t sign anything until 

you completely understand the terms.

 Pay 10% down, or $1000, whichever is less.

 Don’t let payments get ahead of work. Keep record 

of payments.

 Don’t make the final payment until you’re satisfied 

with the job.

 Don’t pay cash.

 Keep a job file of all papers relating to your project.



What is PLUS?

 PLUS is the central platform to create and 

submit applications online, pay fees, 

track application status and receive 

electronic notifications.

 Customers can complete their zoning, 

building, permitting or other land 

development, submit complaints and 

environmental health processes online 

through the PLUS portal.



PLUS - Log In



PLUS - Dashboard



PLUS - Create Application



PLUS - Residential





The Permit Process:
Minimum Submission Requirements

 You must apply for your permit using PLUS.  Plans 

must clearly illustrate the nature of all of the work to 

be performed

 Minimum scale of 1/8 inch = 1 foot for commercial, 

minimum scale of 1/4 inch = 1 foot for residential

 Code year used for the design.

 Name, address and occupation of the building 

designer.

 If prepared by a Virginia registered architect or 

professional engineer, the plans must contain an 

embedded digital signature, seal and date.

 Project name, address of the building.

https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/


The Permit Process:
Review and Issuance

 Submit application, drawings and house location 
plat (survey) 

 Pay fees

 Typical reviews
 Zoning
 Site
 Building
 Health
 Wastewater 

 Permit issued

 Inspections



House 

Location Plat

(Survey of 

Property)



House Location Plats

 House location PLATS must:

 Be clear and legible.

 Show the entire parcel and show all property line 

bearings and distances.

 Be drawn to a designated scale no larger than 1” 

equals 50’.

 Show existing and proposed structures properly 

identified, accurately located and dimensioned 

and drawn to the designated scale.

 Be signed and sealed by a licensed professional in 
accordance with Virginia Administrative 

Code 18VAC10-20-380.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title18/agency10/chapter20/section380/


Permit

 Posting of the permit

 Approved submission 
documents

 Permit is valid for 6 
months or 6 months 
from last passed 
Inspection



Inspections

 It is the permit holders' responsibility to schedule 

inspections

 Inspections must be scheduled through PLUS



What is Needed for 

Inspections

 Ladders, scaffolds and other equipment 

necessary to access construction must 

be provided to the inspector

 Please ensure the approved building 

plans, site-related plan and shop 

drawings are also on site and available



Inspections

 Inspections are required for each phase of 

construction

 You may request an inspection in-person or 

virtual

 The final inspection marks the completion of 

your project and grants permission to occupy 

– a new house will also require a certificate of 

occupancy



Permits Library Online

 Building Permit Type

 Residential

 Commercial

 Administrative

 Licenses

 Elevators

 Permit Amendment

 Other

 Site Permit Types

 Site Plans

 Site Plats

 Studies

 Waivers

 Address Changes

 Other

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/permit-library

Many PLUS YouTube instructional videos are available.



Customer Experience Team

The Herrity Building

12055 Government Center Parkway

3rd Floor, Suite 324

703-222-0801

TTY: 703-324-1877

Hours of Operation:

Monday - Thursday   8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday   9:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.



Additional Resources

 Building Permits: 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/

 

 Planning & Development:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/

 Consumer Protection: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/consumer

 PLUS:     

 https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx

 To verify if a contractor is licensed: 

https://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup

or call (804) 367-8500

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/buildingpermits
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/consumer
https://plus.fairfaxcounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
https://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup


LDIH – Land Development 

Information History

 The Land Development Information History (LDIH) system consolidates 

building, site, zoning and complaint information from numerous county 

systems into a single repository. LDIH performs an overall search on land 

development records. These easy-to-use cataloging system features 

make this the simplest and quickest method to retrieve site- and 

building-related information. LDIH data is updated nightly. Please note 

that LDIH contains only those records that were uploaded prior to the 

launch of PLUS.



Other Helpful Phone Numbers

 Permits Branch – 703-222-0801

 Site Permits – 703-222-0801

 Planning & Development – 703-222-1082

 Building Plan Review – 703-222-0801

 Residential Inspections – 703-222-0801

 Department of Code Compliance – 703-324-1300

 Health Department – 703-246-2201

 Wastewater – 703-324-5015

 VDOT – 703-383-2888

 Consumer Protection – 703-222-8435



Thank You!
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