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Mr. Chairman—This year, there have been more mass 
shootings in the United States than there have been days. 
In fact, based on our current trajectory, it’s not 
inconceivable that as a country we could ultimately end up 
averaging two mass shootings a day before the end of this 
year.   
 
These statistics, while staggering, do not include accidents, 
shootings that do not result in injuries, or shootings that 
results in 3 or fewer person becoming gunshot victims. 
And finally, they do not include suicides, which are 
responsible for approximately 62% of gun deaths in the 
United States.  
 
Firearm deaths across our country are up approximately 
13.5%, however deaths among children and adolescents 
are up a staggering 30%, making gun violence the leading 
cause of death for Americans between the ages of 1 and 
19.  
 



We have been fortunate in Fairfax County to be relatively 
sheltered from this epidemic of violence and tragedy. 
However, the comparative safety that we enjoy in our 
county is no accident. It is the result of the values of our 
community, this Board, and the investments that we have 
made into our world class public health and law 
enforcement systems. Despite these successes, we cannot 
afford to be complacent.  
 
While there are historic number of guns in our country –
approximately 120 guns for every 100 people—the 
number of gun owners has been steadily decreasing now 
for several years. When a gun owner chooses to make 
their home gun-free, their options for disposing for their 
firearms are often not readily apparent or limited to self-
apparent options such as a private sale—which presents a 
whole host of accompanying risks and challenges as 
private gun sales in Virginia only require that the 
purchaser be a state resident, and either 18 or 21 years of 
age depending on the type of firearm.  
 
While the Fairfax County Police Department does currently 
administer a program to take custody of unwanted guns 
from county residents, the County does not currently have 
any measures in place to incentivize the surrendering of 
unwanted firearms or organize coordinated collections. 
 
Gun buyback programs are one tool that has had 
demonstrated success across the country in providing such 



incentives. Jurisdictions across the United States have 
appropriated dollars to such programs or have 
alternatively partnered with private sector and non-profit 
partners to provide incentives such gift cards and other 
commodities in exchange for firearms.  
 
There is no one policy that can prevent all gun violence, 
but gun buyback programs are one potential option that 
Supervisor Alcorn and I feel should be explored in terms of 
reducing the risk of gun violence in our County.  
 
Therefore Mr. Chairman, Supervisor Alcorn and I move 
that:  
The County Executive direct the appropriate staff to 
conduct a review of successful gun buyback programs 
across the United States, with a specific focus on those 
that have occurred in jurisdictions comparable to Fairfax 
County. The review should focus on programs that have 
been particularly effective, consider an array of incentives, 
and highlight private sector and non-profit partners that 
have been involved in those efforts.  
 
That review should culminate in a presentation to the 
Public Safety Committee this calendar year and include 
recommendations for the Board to consider regarding the 
establishment of a gun buyback program in Fairfax County.  
 
This motion has been prepared in coordination with the 
Deputy County Executive for Public Safety and Security, 



and as Chair of the Public Safety Committee I would work 
with him to ensure that the report date out to the 
Committee is achievable for staff and in harmony with our 
existing committee schedule.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 


