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Fall 2018 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

     Welcome to soggy September!  The extraordinarily wet summer 
created a number of flooding issues in homes and neighborhoods, 
as stormwater overtopped streambanks, roof gutters, and other 
conveyances.  Public and private infrastructure is designed to 
handle normal one, two, and 10 year storms, but the unexpected 
intense storms of the past couple of years have taxed our various 
systems, both old and new.  Saturated soil cannot absorb additional 
runoff, which collects in low spots, across roadways, and, 
unfortunately, sometimes basements and lower floors.  Regular 
maintenance of gutters and downspouts should be part of spring 
and fall cleaning, and check to be sure that the ditch sections or 
drainage areas in your yard are clear, and not blocked by debris or 
raked leaves.  Hurricane season is upon us, but extra precautions 
can ensure that your home and possessions are high and dry.  More information about 
emergency preparedness may be found at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency. 
 
     Now that school is back in session, school bus safety is paramount for our students and 
their families.  Nearly every school in Fairfax County has lighted signs posted to remind 
drivers that 25 mph is the speed limit for student arrivals and departures.  Police will ticket 
scofflaws.  Likewise, never, ever, pass a school bus that is operating its red flashing lights 
while loading and unloading children.  That infraction will net you a huge fine and points on 
your driver’s license. 
 
     A frequent complaint to my office focuses on the number of large household items placed 
at the curb for trash collection.  It’s unsightly and sometimes dangerous, and certainly 
disrespectful of neighbors.  Ordinary household trash (kitchen garbage, etc.) and recycling 
are included in the fees you pay for county trash collection (in sanitary service districts) or a 
private hauler, but those large items usually are subject to additional fees for “bulk pick up.”  
Matresses and box springs, sofas, tables, appliances, and large quantities of brush are 
examples of bulk pick up items.  An easy rule of thumb—if you can’t fit it in a trash can, or 
cans, it’s bulk pick up, and you need to call your hauler for a special pick up.  Households 
with county collection are allotted up to five free bulk pickups per year, but you have to call 
to schedule it. 
 
     For the 23

rd
 time, it is my pleasure to invite you to the annual Mason District Holiday 

Town Gathering, our town meeting to kick off the holiday season.  Come and enjoy 
refreshments, seasonal music by local talent, and my State of the District report.  The 
Holiday Town Gathering will be held on Monday, December 10, from 7 until 9 p.m., and the 
whole family is welcome.  I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
     It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you 
will let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  My office is open from 
8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, and we are ready to assist with any county-
related matter. 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross 
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003 
PHONE:  703/256-7717     FAX:  703/354-8419     E-MAIL:  mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

http://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/MASON


Mason Matters! Fall 2018 

November 6 Ballot Information 
 

On the ballot for the November 6, 2018 General Election will be 
elections for U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, a 
$182 million Public Safety Bond for Fire and Rescue ($73 mil-
lion); Police Department ($59 million); Courts ($5 million); and 
Adult Detention Center ($45 million), and two Virginia Constitu-
tional Amendments.  If approved, the $182 million Bond Refer-
endum would be used to: 
 

 renovate, expand, or replace four aging fire stations that are 
37 years old, or older (includes Seven Corners Fire Station 
28); and one of the eight remaining volunteer fire stations 
that are 40 years old, or older; 

 renovate, upgrade, or replace one police station and two 
specialized operational facilities (includes renovation and 
upgrade of the Mason District Station); 

 complete the next set of courtroom renovations at the Jen-
nings Judicial Center; and 

 infrastructure replacement/upgrades and full renovation of 
the Adult Detention Center. 

 

Ballot information is available online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
elections/upcoming.  Information about the 2018 Public Safety 
Bond is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bond/. 

Transportation Projects 
 

Wilson Boulevard Bridge In Design - VDOT has in design 
the one-way bridge that links the eastbound Route 50/Arlington 

Boulevard service road (crossing Route 7) 
to eastbound Wilson Boulevard in the Sev-
en Corners area of Mason District.  Adver-
tisement for the bridge construction is 
planned for November 2018, and construc-
tion is anticipated to begin in March 2019, 

with completion in November 2019. Information about the pro-
ject is available at www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/
wilson_over_50.asp, or call 703-259-3256.  
 

Route 236/Duke Street Bridge over I-395 - VDOT is in the 
planning process of rehabilitating the Route 236/Duke Street 
bridge over I-395 to improve safety for drivers, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians.  The improve-
ments include a new concrete bridge deck 
and steel beams, replacement of the west-
bound sidewalk with a shared-use path, and 
widening the eastbound sidewalk.  Project 
information is available at 
www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/duke_st_i-395.asp, 
or call 703-259-2607. 

Absentee In-Person Voting 
for the November 6 Election  

 

Registered voters may vote absentee in-person at seven satel-
lite locations, including the Mason District Governmental Center, 
6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, from October 13 to Novem-
ber 3.  Voting hours are Monday through Friday, from 3 to 7 
p.m.  The site will be closed on Monday, October 8 in ob-
servance of Columbus Day.  Voting also is available Saturdays,  
October 13, 20, 27, and November 3 (last day to vote absen-
tee in-person), from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Please bring a current 
and valid photo identification. 
 

The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot by mail, fax, e-mail, 
or online is Tuesday, October 30 at 5 p.m.  Send completed 
absentee ballot applications to: Mail: Office of Elections, Box 
10161, Fairfax, VA 22038; Fax: 703-324-3725; or E-Mail: ab-
senteeballot@fairfaxcounty.gov.  For inclusion in the Election, 
all mailed absentee ballots MUST be received at the Office of 
Elections by 7 p.m. on Election Day, November 6, 2018.   
 

Students attending college outside the metropolitan area may 
call the registrar’s office at 703-222-0776 to request an applica-
tion for an absentee ballot.  When the registrar receives the 
completed ballot application, a ballot will be sent directly to the 
student.  Students’ completed ballots must be received in the 
Electoral Board Office by 7 p.m. on Election Day. 
 

If you have moved since you last voted, update your address 
before October 15, 2018.  First-time voters are urged to con-
tact the Fairfax County Office of Elections for instructions.  Infor-
mation is available on-line at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
absentee, by phone at 703-222-0776; TTY 711, or by e-mail at 
voting@fairfaxcounty.gov.  The deadline to register to vote is 
October 15, 2018 at 5 p.m.; online: 11:59 p.m. 
 

Absent military or overseas citizens are eligible to vote using the 
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, available at 
www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/military-overseas/
index.html. 

Freeze Your Credit for Free 
 

Good credit is one of our most important financial assets.  This 
fall, a new federal law, called the  Economic Growth, Regulato-
ry Relief and Consumer Protection Act, provides free credit 
freezes and year-long fraud alerts.   
 

A security freeze is a tool that gives you the choice to “freeze” 
or lock access to your credit file.  A freeze prevents 
the credit reporting agencies from releasing your 
credit report or score. This blocks everyone so new 
accounts, services, instant credit, or a loan cannot be   

                opened using your information.  
 

Under Virginia Code § 59.1-444.2, unless you are a victim of 
identity theft, a $5 fee is required to freeze your credit file at 
each credit reporting agency.  After September 21, 2018, you 
will be able to freeze and unfreeze your credit files for free at 
the three major credit reporting agencies.  For more infor-
mation, log-on to www.identitytheft.gov. 
 
For information and resources to defend against identity theft, 
contact the Consumer Affairs Branch of the Fairfax County 
Department of Cable and Consumer Services online, or call 
703-222-8435, Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., to 
speak with a consumer specialist.  Consumer Affairs is your 
clearinghouse for consumer information and your connection 
for tools to protect against identity theft.   

North Beauregard Street at North Chambliss Street - Im-
provements for pedestrian safety are proposed at the crossing 
between North Chambliss Street and Shackelford Terrace, and 
traffic flow on southbound North Beauregard Street.  The pro-
posed project, developed in 2011 by the Mason District Base 
Realignment and Closure Task Force and Fairfax County De-
partment of Transportation staff, was added to the priority list of 
FCDOT’s Spot Improvement Program, and funded by the 2014 
Transportation Bond Referendum.  For project information, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/projects/beauregard-
chambliss-intersection, or contact Seyed Nabavi at 703-877-
5759; TTY 711, or by e-mail at seyed.nabavi@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/upcoming
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/upcoming
mailto:AbsenteeBallot@FairfaxCounty.gov?subject=Absentee%20Ballot%20request
mailto:AbsenteeBallot@FairfaxCounty.gov?subject=Absentee%20Ballot%20request
https://www.vote.virginia.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2155/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2155/text
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter35.1/section59.1-444.2/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/identity-theft-resources
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/csd/consumer
mailto:seyed.nabavi@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Land Use News 
 
Bowling Alley in Downtown Annan-
dale - The bowling alley was sold, 
and the new owners plan to reinvest 
and update it rather than redevelop the 
site as high rise apartments. 
 
The Shops at Baileys Crossroads - Development on 
Leesburg Pike at Charles Street is nearing completion.  The 
CVS Pharmacy already is open, and other tenants are ex-
pected to move in before the end of the year. 
 
The St. James Sports and Active Entertainment Center - 
The state-of-the-art complex has 450,000 square feet of activ-
ities under roof, including two full-size ice hockey rinks, bas-
ketball courts, swimming pools, and a turfed, regulation size, 
football/soccer field, as well as spa services, dining options, 
and a gift shop.  The complex on Industrial Road in Spring-
field opened in mid-September. 
 
Route 50 Walkway Connectivity Projects Advance to Con-
struction - The projects will complete missing sidewalk 
sections and connect to existing sidewalks: 

 Rt. 50, from Patrick Henry Drive to Olin Drive: includes 
a 5 ft. concrete sidewalk with ADA ramps, curb and gut-
ter, drainage structures, water service adjustments, en-
trance reconstruction, pavement markings and new sign-
age.  

 Rt. 50, from South Street to Aspen Lane: Construc-
tion entails a 5 ft. concrete sidewalk between the east-
bound service road and the grass median, curb and gut-
ter, water line relocation, asphalt pavement, and new 
pavement markings.  The sidewalk will connect to the 
existing sidewalk at 6519 Arlington Boulevard. 

Additional projects will be advertised this fall, with construction 
planned for spring 2019.  For more information, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/projects/route-50-
pedestrian-improvements, or call 703-877-5759. 

(L-R) Ms. Virginia 
Kinneman and 
Mason District 
Supervisor Gross  
celebrate National 
Night Out on 
August 7, 2018 at 
the Annandale 
Shopping Center 
with residents, 
vendors, and 
public safety 
personnel. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Virginia Kinneman 

Coming Attractions 
 

National Fire Prevention Week will be observed October 7-13. This year’s theme is “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware – fire can 
happen anywhere.”  Fire stations throughout Mason District will host Fire Prevention Open Houses on Saturday, October 13,  

     from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  For more information, call 703-246-3801, or log-on to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems. 
 

The fourth annual Taste of Annandale will be held on Saturday, October 13, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Tom Davis Drive, between 
Columbia Pike and John Marr Drive.  The event opens with a 5K race at 9:30 a.m.  Runners can register online at 

     https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/AnnandaleTasteofAnnandale5k.  Admission is free, and information is available at    
     https://tasteofannandale.com, Facebook at www.facebook.com/tasteofannandale2018, or call Bob Kahane at 703-856-8773. 
 

The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, October 27, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and unused or expired 
prescription medicines may be dropped off at all Fairfax County Police Stations.  For more information and locations near  

     you, visit the DEA Web site at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html. 
 

The Annandale (Station 8) and Bailey’s Crossroads (Station 10) Volunteer Fire Departments invite you to enjoy a Crab Legs, 
Shrimp, and Football afternoon on Sunday, October 28, 2 - 5 p.m. at the Annandale Volunteer Fire Department Station,  

     7128 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Tickets available online at www.avfd.org or www.bxrvfd.org.  For more information, call  
     703-941-1328, or send an e-mail to crabfeast@avfd.org. 
 

Mason District’s Holiday Town Gathering will be held on Monday, December 10, from 7 - 9 p.m. at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy seasonal music by local perform 

     ers, refreshments, and door prizes.  For more information, call Supervisor Gross’ Office at 703-256-7717. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Tips for Curbside Recycling 
 

Make the most of recycling by including reusable materials: 
 mixed paper, magazines, junk mail, newspapers; 
 flattened cardboard, glass bottles and jars; 
 metal food and beverage cans, milk and juice cartons 

(remove caps and straws); 
 plastic food and beverage bottles, jugs, and tubs. 
 
Materials that are NOT recyclable curbside: 
 NO takeout containers, NO plastic bags, NO diapers; 
 NO pizza boxes, NO StyrofoamTM, NO packaging peanuts; 
 NO clamshell containers - StyrofoamTM or clear plastic; 
 NO household hazardous waste or used electronics. 
 

For more recycling information, visit: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle to download a fact sheet 
that is available in five languages, other than English, including 
Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  
 

For a complete A to Z list of recycling and trash topics, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/z-list-
recycling-and-trash-topics, or call the Solid Waste Management 
Program at 703-324-5230; TTY 711.  Note: Residents with pri-
vate trash collection should call their haulers for recycling and 
other trash collection information. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/
https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/AnnandaleTasteofAnnandale5k
https://tasteofannandale.com
http://www.facebook.com/tasteofannandale2018
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle
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6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 
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703/256-7717; TTY 711 

 

FAX:  
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mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 
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Mason District’s Holiday Town Gathering 
Monday, December 10 at 7 p.m. 

Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room 

An evening of live entertainment, light refreshments, and information about 
accomplishments launches the holiday season in Mason District.  Supervisor 
Penny Gross welcomes you, your friends, and neighbors to enjoy an evening of 
commaraderie, and to participate in a drawing to win a door prize! 

Community Notes 
 

AARP volunteers will assist residents with free tax form assistance from January 30 to April 
15, 2019 at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  The 
schedule is: Mondays and Thursdays 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m.; and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  (No Tax-Aide service on President’s Day, 
Monday, February 18, 2019.)  All returns will be filed electronically.  A Travel Team is available to 
assist with preparation of forms for residents with disabilities, who cannot leave their homes, by 
calling 571-766-6268.  For more information about AARP Tax Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or 
call 1-888-227-7669.  


The Bailey’s Crossroads Community Shelter’s Hypothermia Prevention Program will be 
in effect December 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.  The program welcomes churches, organizations, 
and individuals to donate hot meals, breakfast items, beverages, and snacks.  Clothing such as 
hats, gloves, adult size (new) thermal underwear, scarves, and gloves will be needed.  For more 
information/volunteer, contact Khristina Koontz at kkoontz@newhopehousing.org, or call 703-820-
7621 ext. 218.  If you see someone at risk, call 911.  Information about Fairfax County’s program 
is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program, or call 703-324-
9492.  
 

    The Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) is a volunteer organization serving 
neighbors in dire need of assistance, including furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will 
pick up your donated furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt.  The most needed items are 
mattresses/box springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining 
room tables, and chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves. 

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross 
Mason District Governmental Center 
6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Mason Matters! The Newsletter to Keep YOU Informed 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.aarp.org/taxaidehttp:/www.aarp.org/taxaide
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program

