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Spring 2022 

Access 
monthly 
news and 
updates. 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

     Welcome to the Spring 2022 edition of Mason Matters!  I 
encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities and events 
listed in this newsletter.  Hopefully, as we enter the third year of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our community efforts to combat the crisis – 
vaccines and boosters, masks, social distancing, washing hands 
frequently – will permit a gradual return to in-person activities later 
in the Spring.   
 
     I want to welcome the residents in the Fort Buffalo and 
Woodburn precincts, realigned from the Providence District into 
Mason District as a result of reapportionment following the 2020 
Census.  Mason District now is 719 acres larger, with a population 
of about 124,000.  Also added are the historic James Lee  
Community Center and Woodburn Elementary School, and a portion of Fairview Park, 
including the Fairview Park Marriott hotel. The western boundary of the Woodburn precinct 
now is the Capital Beltway/I-495.  The Fairfax County Electoral Board will recommend some 
precinct boundary changes to address the state senate and delegate districts, and eliminate 
split precincts.  However, if your address was in Mason District before reapportionment, your 
address still is in Mason District! 
 
     The proposed Fiscal Year 2023 county budget is scheduled for release in late February, 
after this newsletter is published, but you can access budget information on-line at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/.  By law, county budgets must be balanced, and the Board of 
Supervisors must make hard decisions about school funding, services, and tax rates, 
keeping in mind that the majority of revenues that provide county services come from real 
estate taxpayers.  The Board will review the recommendations, make adjustments, and 
advertise a real estate tax rate, before adopting a final budget in early May.  Fiscal Year 
2023 begins on July 1, 2022.  
 
     A new proposal for expansion and renovation of Justice High School was submitted to 
the Department of Planning and Development by Fairfax County Public Schools.  The 
proposal, which would rezone the existing property to permit increased Floor Area Ratio to 
accommodate the expansion, will be subject to an extensive public land use process, 
including review by the Mason District Land Use Committee, the Planning Commission and, 
ultimately, the Board of Supervisors.  More information will be available later in the Spring. 
 
   The health and wellness of a community depends on the health and wellness of its 
residents.  The Northern Virginia Community Health Assessment is underway, and 
participation in the four-minute, anonymous survey is easy.  To access the survey, which is 
available in nine languages, log on to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
NoVAHealthAssessment-English.  Survey results will help local health care systems and 
providers prepare and plan for future health care needs. 
 
     It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you 
will let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  My office is open 8:30 
a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and we are ready to assist with any county-related 
matter. 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross 
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003 
PHONE:  703/256-7717     FAX:  703/354-8419     E-MAIL:  mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

http://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/MASON
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NoVAHealthAssessment-English
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NoVAHealthAssessment-English
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AARP Tax Aide Returns by 
Appointment to Mason District 

 
AARP volunteers returned to the Large Conference Room at the 
Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in 
Annandale, to provide free tax assistance, by appointment, to 
clients of all ages.  Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the  
method of service is “Drop Off” tax documents by appointment 
only.  (No walk-ins.)  First, obtain and complete a Tax Prepara-
tion Intake Packet, available one of two ways: 

• At the Mason District Governmental Center inside the first 

entry doors to the right (under the bulletin board); or 

• Visit https://sites.google.com/view/virginia-d5-taxpayers/  

home/sites/mason-district-government-center to download, 
print, and complete the packet. 

• Then, call the number in the Intake Packet to schedule an 

appointment. 

• Bring to the appointment tax documents with a photo ID, all 

Social Security cards, and (if possible) last year's tax return. 
 
At the appointment, clients will be interviewed by an IRS-
certified counselor, who will accept the tax documents, prepare, 
and review clients’ tax returns without clients present.  Counse-
lors will advise clients when to return to review their taxes, sign, 
receive a copy of the completed tax return, and take their tax 
documents.  All tax returns are filed electronically.  COVID-19 
protocols are in effect.  Masks are required, and only the 
client may enter the Tax-Aide area. 
   
Hours of operation are: Mondays and Thursdays from 1 to 8 
p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. until 
1 p.m.; Saturdays from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Note: Federal tax 
returns are due April 18, 2022, and Virginia tax returns are due 
by Sunday, May 1, 2022 (when the due date falls on a Satur-
day, Sunday, or holiday, you have until the next business day to 
file with no penalty).  For information about AARP Tax-Aide, 
visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, send an e-mail to taxaide@aarp.org, 
or call 1-888-687-2277; TTY 877-434-7598. 

Board of Supervisors Expands 
 Senior Citizen Tax Relief Program 

 
The Board of Supervisors (BOS) approved the expansion of the 
Real Estate Tax Relief Program for senior citizens and people 
with disabilities by increasing qualified incomes and net worth, 
adding a new 75 percent tax relief bracket, and offering an op-
tion to defer tax payments.  The changes will be phased in dur-
ing the next two years, starting January 1, 2022, with the high-
er income and net worth limits.  Fact sheets in English, Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Korean, and Arabic, and are available on the De-
partment of Tax Administration (DTA) website.  The deadline to 
renew 2022 tax relief applications is May 2, 2022.  The dead-
line for first-time applicants and certain hardship cases is 
December 31, 2022.  Information about tax relief and qualifica-
tions, is available by calling DTA at 703-222-8234; TTY 711, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., sending an e-mail to 
taxrelief@fairfaxcounty.gov, or visiting www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
taxes/relief/tax-relief-seniors-people-with-disabilities.  Infor-
mation about tax relief and other exemptions is available at  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/tax-relief-other-exemptions.  For 
information about in-person and virtual tax relief workshops, 
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/workshops, send an e-mail to 
taxrelief@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-222-8234; TTY 711. 

The Spotlight by Starlight summer concerts return to Mason 
District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Friday, 
June 17 through Sunday, August 21, 2022 (Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday morning children’s 
concerts at 10 a.m.).  Enjoy in-person performances by artists, 
such as Tom Paxton, performing on Sunday, June 19, 2022.  
 
Enjoy cultural music and dance performances at Ossian Hall 
Park, 7900 Heritage Drive in Annandale, on Saturday evenings 
at 7:30 p.m., from June 18 through August 20, 2022.  For a 
complete concert schedule, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances after May 1, 2022. 

Stuff the Bus this Spring! 
 
Food insecurity affects many local families, and the COVID-19 
pandemic has placed more residents, especially children, at 
risk.  Help prevent food insecurity by donating non-perishable 
food to assist individuals and families in need.  Fairfax County 

operates “Stuff the Bus,” a food pantry 
giving program that partners with nonprofit 
organizations to restock food pantry 
shelves.  Buses park at different locations 
to collect food donations.  For more infor-
mation about the “Stuff the Bus” program, 
a list of donation sites, collection dates and 
times, and most needed food items, visit 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-
the-bus, or call 703-324-7137; TTY 711.  Ready to donate now?  
Monetary donations are accepted online at 
www.volunteerfairfax.org/home/stuff-the-bus-virtual-food-drive. 

Spring Forward! 
 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Home Repair for the Elderly 
 

The Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment’s Home Repair for the Elderly Program provides minor 
home repairs and/or accessibility modifications to eligible low- 
and moderate-income seniors and individuals with disabilities.  
HREP provides skilled labor and up to $1,000 in material costs 
to complete small projects for qualified homeowners.  HREP is 
a FREE program for eligible applicants. For more information, 
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/home-repair-elderly-
program, or call 703-246-5179; TTY 711. 

https://sites.google.com/view/virginia-d5-taxpayers/home/sites/mason-district-government-center
https://sites.google.com/view/virginia-d5-taxpayers/home/sites/mason-district-government-center
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide/?cmp=RDRCT-ae445b35-20200401
mailto:taxaide@aarp.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason/sites/mason/files/assets/documents/pdf/2022-tax-relief-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/sites/taxes/files/assets/documents/pdf/2022%20tax%20relief%20fact%20sheet_es.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/sites/taxes/files/assets/documents/pdf/2022%20tax%20relief%20fact%20sheet_vi.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/sites/taxes/files/assets/documents/pdf/2022%20tax%20relief%20fact%20sheet_ko.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/sites/taxes/files/assets/documents/pdf/2022%20tax%20relief%20fact%20sheet_ar.pdf
mailto:taxrelief@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/relief/tax-relief-seniors-people-with-disabilities
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/relief/tax-relief-seniors-people-with-disabilities
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/tax-relief-other-exemptions
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/workshops
mailto:taxrelief@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/stuff-the-bus
https://www.volunteerfairfax.org/home/stuff-the-bus-virtual-food-drive/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/home-repair-elderly-program
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/home-repair-elderly-program
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➢ 

➢ 

Coming Attractions 
 
AARP and the Fairfax Silver Shield Task Force will host a Virtual Scam Jam on Friday, April 22, 2022, from 9-11:30 a.m.  
Experts will present information and answer your questions about how to protect yourself from fraud and financial scams that 
affect hundreds of local residents daily.  For more information, visit www.aarp.org/fairfaxscamjam.  Questions?  Contact  

     Melissa Smarr at 703-324-1929; TTY 711. 
 

Join the fun at Culmore Community Day on Saturday, April 23, 2022, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Woodrow Wilson Library, 
6101 Knollwood Drive in Falls Church.  Enjoy live music, folkloric dancers, activities for children, and visit the mini medical 
clinic for a free eye exam.  Free admission and more information is available by calling 703-324-8514; TTY 711.  
 
The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, April 30, 2022, from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.  Safely dis-
pose of unused, unwanted, or expired prescription medicines by dropping them off at a Fairfax County police station.  To find 
a patrol station near you, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department.  For year-round disposal of  

     over-the-counter and prescription medicines, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/drug-disposal. 
 
Document Shredding, hosted by the Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program, returns to the Mason District Gov-
ernmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Saturday, April 30, 2022, from 7 - 11 a.m.  Cars must be in line by 
11 a.m.  Up to four (4) medium-sized boxes (12.5” W x 15.5” L x 10.5” H) per vehicle accepted.  For safety, participants must  

     remain in their vehicles for these drive-through events.  For a complete schedule, and a list of accepted and prohibited items, 
     visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding, or call 703-324-5230; TTY 711. 
 

Support New Hope Housing-Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive Housing by going Over the Edge on Friday, May 6, 2022!  
Register online at www.OTEnewhope.com to rappel down the 14-story (160 ft.) Hilton Hotel in Crystal City, 2399 Richmond 
Highway in Arlington.  All proceeds will help your neighbors living on the edge of homelessness.  Questions?  Contact Jan  

     Sacharko at jsacharko@newhopehousing.org, or call 703-799-2293, ext. 27, about this once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Land Use News 
 

The Annandale Greenway Alliance is a community group 
working to develop safe pedestrian and cyclist access from 
Annandale Community Park to Green Spring Gardens  

Park.  With guidance from Fairfax County Active 
Transportation Program staff and the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation, the Annandale 
Greenway project proposes to connect missing 
sidewalk and trail segments between Annandale 
Community Park, Manassas Gap Park, Downtown 

Annandale, Mason District Park, Pinecrest Golf Course (along 
Elmdale Road), and Green Spring Gardens Park.  For more 
information, find @AnnandaleGreenway on Facebook.  

 
Planning a home improvement project this spring or 
summer? Beat the rush!  Start the permit applica-
tion process now.  Land Development Services staff is 
available to meet with you and provide guidance about 
popular spring projects such as decks, finished base-

ments, pools, spas and hot tubs, which all require building 
permits.  Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment for 
more information, or call 703-324-1780; TTY 711. 
 
A bus stop improvement project on Little River Turnpike at 
Oasis Drive (Metro Stop 5000578) begins, weather permit-
ting, in late winter.  The project entails construction of a new 

shelter pad, loading pad, a new bus shelter, 
bench, and trash can.  Motorists should expect 
temporary lane closures on eastbound Little River 

Turnpike, during work hours (9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.), to 
complete the bus stop upgrades.  Bus service temporarily will 
be suspended during the construction of the new bus shelter 

pad and loading pad.  Bus service is available on Little River 
Turnpike at Manitoba Drive (Metro Stop  5000583).  Project 
completion is anticipated in early spring. 

Population increases from the 2020 Decennial Census expand-
ed the Mason District boundaries to include the Fort Buffalo 
precinct and a portion of Woodburn precinct, east of I-495, both 
formerly in the Providence District.  The Board of Supervisors 
approved new Fairfax County magisterial district boundary lines 
on Tuesday, December 7, 2021.  Virginia Attorney General Mark 
Herring certified the boundary lines on January 14, 2022. 
  
 

Map courtesy of Fairfax County GIS and Mapping Services. 

New Mason District Boundaries 
Effective in 2022 

https://www.aarp.org/fairfaxscamjam
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/drug-disposal
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding
https://otenewhope.com/index.cfm
mailto:jsacharko@newhopehousing.org
https://www.facebook.com/AnnandaleGreenway
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/landdevelopment/
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Mason District Budget Town Meeting 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 at 7 p.m. 

Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room 
6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale 

Supervisor Gross welcomes Chief Financial Officer and Management and 
Budget Director Christina Jackson, who will present the proposed FY2023 
Fairfax County Budget and answer your questions.  Information about the 
Fairfax County Budget, including a revenue forecast, economic indicators, and a 
budget timeline, is available online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget. Reminder: 
Masks are required in all Fairfax County government buildings. 

Community Notes 
 

➢ The Annandale (Station 8) and Bailey’s Crossroads (Station 10) Volunteer Fire Depart-  
ments are 501c (3) organizations that rely on donations for equipment purchases to serve the 
public’s emergency needs.  Donations may be sent to the Annandale Volunteer Fire Department, 
P.O. Box 806, Annandale, VA 22003; and to the Bailey’s Crossroads Volunteer Fire Department,  
P.O. Box 1159, Falls Church, VA 22041.  For information, call 703-941-1328. 
 

➢ Road paving and restriping is coming to Fairfax County this spring.  Staff from the Fairfax 
County Department of Transportation and the Virginia Department of Transportation will present 
information and answer your questions about road paving.  A meeting schedule will be available 
after March 15, 2022, at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2022-paving-and-restriping-
program, or call 703-877-5600. 
 

➢ With the frequency of rainstorms, it is important to know who to call about flooding. For life-
threatening flooding emergencies, call 911.  To report street flooding involving storm drains in 
or along public streets, contact the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) at 1-800-FOR-
ROAD (1-800-367-7623); TTY 711, or visit https://my.vdot.virginia.gov.  To report sanitary sewer 
system flooding, call the Wastewater Collection Division at 703-323-1211; TTY 711, or visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/wastewater.  

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross 
Mason District Governmental Center 
6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Mason Matters! The Newsletter to Keep YOU Informed 

mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2022-paving-and-restriping-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2022-paving-and-restriping-program
https://my.vdot.virginia.gov/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/wastewater

