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Fall 2019 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

     As long as human history has been recorded, transition has 
been a major influence on the human condition.  Transition 
happens all around us every day, sometimes significant, 
sometimes not.  The most significant change for Fairfax County 
happened earlier this month, with the election of a new chairman 
and four new members of the Board of Supervisors.  That’s the 
most significant transition for the Board since 1991, when the Sully 
District seat was added to address a growing population.  As we 
thank Chairman Sharon Bulova and Supervisors John Cook, Cathy 
Hudgins, and Linda Smyth for their decades of public service, we 
welcome new Chairman Jeff McKay, James Walkinshaw 
(Braddock), Walter Alcorn (Hunter Mill), Rodney Lusk (Lee), and 
Dalia Palchik (Providence) for the coming term.  The new Board, 
including re-elected members John Foust, Pat Herrity, Kathy Smith, Dan Storck, and me, will 
take office on January 1, 2020.   
 
     The faces may change, but the challenges for local governance remain the same: good 
schools, safe neighborhoods, clean water and air, housing choices that are affordable for a 
variety of incomes, multi-modal transportation solutions, parks, libraries, human services, 
sound budgeting, and prudent use of taxpayer dollars.  Much of that is embodied in One 
Fairfax, the social and racial equity policy that commits the county and schools to 
intentionally consider equity when making policies or delivering programs and services.  All 
residents deserve an equitable opportunity to succeed – regardless of their race, color, 
gender, nationality, sexual orientation, religion, disability, income, or where they live.  It’s a 
tall order, but one that can be accomplished, for all, by working together in this wonderful 
community we call Fairfax County.  
 
     The print edition of Mason Matters! is published in the spring and in the fall, but my office 
publishes a monthly e-edition of Mason Matters that will keep you informed about many 
activities and opportunities in Mason District and Fairfax County.  If you would like to 
subscribe to the e-edition, simply send your name, your Mason District address and your e-
mail address to mason@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
     The 24

th
 Annual Mason District Holiday Town Gathering will be held on Thursday, 

December 12, from 7 to 9 p.m.  Please plan to attend and enjoy live entertainment, 
refreshments, and door prize drawings.  Oh yes, you also will hear my annual State of 
Mason District report.  I look forward to seeing you there.  
 
     It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you 
will let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  Effective January 1, 
2020, my office is open from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and we are 
ready to assist with any county-related matter. 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross 
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003 
PHONE:  703/256-7717     FAX:  703/354-8419     E-MAIL:  mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

http://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/MASON
mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Brighten Your Evening Walks: 
Report Streetlight Outages  

 
Fall season marks the beginning 
of cool evenings that are great 
for long walks, but the days are 
getting shorter too, which pro-
vides a great opportunity to re-
port streetlight outages in your 
neighborhood.  In Mason District, 
streetlights are maintained by 
Dominion Energy.  When report-
ing an outage directly to Domin-

ion Energy, provide the location of the pole (closest intersection 
or street address), the pole number, and call 1-866-DOM-HELP 
(366-4357); TTY 711.  Additional information about reporting an 
outage, and checking the status of a repair, is available at 
www.dominionenergy.com/outages/streetlight-outages. 

 
Streetlight outages also may be reported through Fairfax Coun-
ty’s interactive Streetlight Reporting Map, which makes it easy 
to identify pole numbers and report streetlight outages from your 
desktop or mobile device.  The Streetlight Reporting Map is ac-
cessible at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/capital-projects/
report-streetlight-outage.  If a particular streetlight is not on the 
map, it may be privately maintained by a homeowners’ associa-
tion or other group. 

395 Express Lanes Open  
 
With the November opening of the 395 Express Lanes, drivers 
can anticipate the following improvements to their commute: 

  
An electronic, dynamic tolling system to help manage and 
keep traffic moving.  
 

An added lane to give customers three reversible lanes 
24/7.  This new capacity will help reduce congestion on both                 

       the Express Lanes and the regular lanes. 
 

Quicker access to the Pentagon and Pentagon City thanks 
to the improved Eads Street Interchange. 
 

New and expanded transit service: Transurban, the opera-
tor of the 395 Express Lanes, will provide Virginia with $15 
million a year to improve transit service in the corridor. 

 
Visit the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission’s com-
muter choice program (www.novatransit.org/programs/
commuterchoice/i395-95commuterchoice/) to see the first 10 
projects funded through this agreement.  By the agreement’s 
end, Transurban will have provided more than $2 billion to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia for transit improvements.  

REMEMBER: 
- Customers will need an E-ZPass® or E-ZPass® Flex 
to travel the 395 Express Lanes 24/7.  
- Motorcycles and buses always ride free, and motor-
cycles don’t need an E-ZPass®. 
Visit expresslanes.com for up-to-date information 

about Express Lanes.  Questions?  Contact the Express Lanes 
Customer Service team at 1-855-495-XPRS (9777), or Brent 
McKenzie at bmckenzie@transurban.com. 

Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive 
Housing Welcomes its Guests  

 
The Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive Housing begins operations 
this fall.  This modern facility is designed to satisfy LEED Silver 
requirements, includes a vegetated roof area, and features: 

 52 emergency shelter beds for single adults, and four medi-
cal respite beds; 

 18 individual living quarters; 

 Outdoor picnic and activity area; 

 Surface parking, as required; 

 24-hour staffing, including guidance and counselling; and 

 Hypothermia Prevention Program. 
For program information, visit the Office to Prevent and End 
Homelessness at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless, or call 703-
324-9492; TTY 711.  

Rules of the Road Refresher 
 
Most drivers heed traffic laws, but a reminder may be helpful.  
Here are a few traffic laws worth remembering from the Code 
of Virginia, Title 46.2. Motor Vehicles, Chapters 8, and 9. 
 
§46.2-821: Failure to stop and yield when approaching inter-
section of highway controlled by stop sign; Penalty $97 
 
§46.2-829: Failure to yield right of way to emergency vehicle; 
Penalty $97 
 
§46.2-841: Improperly passing to the right of a vehicle pro-
ceeding in same direction; Penalty $97 
 
§46.2-873: Speeding at school crossing zone; Penalty $7 per 
mile over limit plus $67 cost 
 
§46.2-924: Failure to yield to pedestrian in clearly marked 
crosswalk or at intersection; Penalty $97 
 
The Code of Virginia has two laws about passing school buses: 
§46.2-859 (reckless driving), and §46.2-844 (traffic infraction).  
Information about reckless driving, and other penalties, is avail-
able at the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles website at 
www.dmv.virginia.gov/drivers/#points_6.asp.  Information 
about moving violations and point assessments, is available at 
www.dmv.virginia.gov/drivers/#points_assess.asp.  For traffic 
violations and fines, visit the Fairfax County General District 
Court website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/generaldistrict/traffic/
prepay-list. 

(L-R) State Senator Rich-
ard Saslaw (35th District), 
Fairfax County Board 
Chairman Sharon Bulova, 
Mason District Supervisor 
Penny Gross, House Dele-
gate Alfonso H. Lopez 
(49th District), and Lee 
District Supervisor Jeff 
McKay, inaugurated the 
opening of the Bailey’s 
Shelter and Supportive 
Housing with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on 
Thursday, October 24, 
2019.  The facility is locat-
ed at 5914 Seminary Road 
in Bailey’s Crossroads. 
 

Photo courtesy of Fairfax County 
Television Channel 16 

https://www.dominionenergy.com/outages/streetlight-outages
https://fairfaxcountygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=ec243fa910a24f54864d59277d5338b3
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/capital-projects/report-streetlight-outage
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/capital-projects/report-streetlight-outage
http://www.novatransit.org/programs/commuterchoice/i395-95commuterchoice/
http://www.novatransit.org/programs/commuterchoice/i395-95commuterchoice/
https://expresslanes.com/
mailto:bmckenzie@transurban.com
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➢ 

➢ 

Land Use News 
 

Signalized Pedestrian Crossing Under Construction on 
Columbia Pike at Lincolnia Road – Construction is in pro-
gress for a signalized pedestrian crossing on the south side of 

Columbia Pike at Lincolnia Road.  The median 
island on Lincolnia Road was trimmed back to 
accommodate a high visibility crosswalk (block 
style) and ADA ramps, which will connect to exist-
ing sidewalks on Lincolnia Road.  The new south 
side crosswalk and the existing east side cross-
walk on Columbia Pike will have Accessible Pe-
destrian Signals with tactile directional arrow on 

pushbutton, an audible signal indication during the flashing 
“DON’T WALK,” and a percussive tone during the “WALK.”  
The project is anticipated to be completed this winter. 
 
Route 50 STARS STUDY in Progress – The Virginia De-
partment of Transportation (VDOT) is developing a Strate-
gically Targeted and Affordable Roadway Solutions (STARS) 
study along the Route 50/Arlington Boulevard corridor, from 

the Seven Corners junction at the newly installed 
bridge deck to Jaguar Trail.  The study entails a 
comprehensive traffic operations and safety per-
formance evaluation of the entire corridor, includ-
ing the service roads, to identify corridor-wide 
and spot-specific problems.  The study also 
would develop and evaluate potential traffic oper-

ational improvements, road geometric improvements, and 
safety enhancements.  For project information, contact Bobby 
Mangalath, P.E. at Bobby.Mangalath@vdot.virginia.gov, or 
visit the VDOT website at http://virginiadot.org/projects/
northernvirginia/route50fallschurchstudy.asp. 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross and area residents celebrated the 
50th Anniversary of Hidden Oaks Nature Center on Saturday, October 19, 
2019.  The festivities included the unveiling of a tree sculpture designed and 
carved by chain saw artist Andrew Mallon, which features a variety of wildlife 
that live in the woods.  The sculpture was carved from a stump of a tulip 
poplar that was struck by lightning, and it can be seen from inside and out-
side the nature center.   

Photo courtesy of the Fairfax County Park Authority 

Coming Attractions 
 

A Community Open House is scheduled for Saturday, November 23, from 2 - 4 p.m. at the new Bailey’s Shelter and 
Supportive Housing, located at 5914 Seminary Road in Bailey’s Crossroads.  See this modern facility first-hand, and learn    

     about programs that assist our homeless neighbors. For information about shelter programs, visit www.newhopehousing.org, 
     or contact Jan-Michael Sacharko at jsacharko@newhopehousing.org, or call 703-799-2293, ext. 27 
 

Gardeners’ Holiday Open House will be held at Green Spring Gardens Park, 4603 Green Spring Road in Alexandria, on 
Sunday, December 8, from 12 - 4 p.m.  The Friends of Green Spring (FROGS) invite novice and experienced gardeners for 

     a festive day of activities.  Children can enjoy a puppet show at 1 or 3 p.m. (Advanced registration recommended).  For more 
     information, call Green Spring Gardens Park at 703-642-5173, or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring. 
 

Supervisor Penny Gross invites you to Mason District’s Holiday Town Gathering to be held on Thursday, December 12, 
from 7 - 9 p.m. at the Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.    

     Enjoy seasonal music by local performers, refreshments, and door prizes.  For more information, contact Supervisor Gross ’  
     Office at 703-256-7717, or by e-mail at mason@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Fairfax County Public Library 
Launches New Catalog 

 
Readers of all ages will have a user-friendly, smarter search-
ing library catalog this fall.  Features include direct download 
of e-Books and e-Audiobooks; optional user-created logon 
(instead of library card number); auto-renewals of physical 
materials; and text notification (in addition to e-mail notifica-
tion).  For more information about the new system, including 
FAQS, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/new-library-catalog. 

Fire and Rescue Uses New Tool for 
Community Risk Reduction  

 

Fairfax County’s Fire and Rescue Department responds to med-
ical emergencies, fires, and many forms of rescue, and is one of 
25 selected by the National Fire Protection Association to 

pate in the Community Risk Reduction (CRR) pilot program.  
The program uses a Community Risk Assessment tool that iden-
tifies local risks to life and property, highlights underlying condi-

tions that may contribute to them, and develops data-informed 
plans about fire prevention and other risk-reduction activities. Infor-
mation about CRR Life Safety Educational Programs is available 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/educational-topics. 

http://virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route50fallschurchstudy.asp
http://virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route50fallschurchstudy.asp
http://www.newhopehousing.org
mailto:jsacharko@newhopehousing.org
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/new-library-catalog
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Mason District’s Holiday Town Gathering 
Thursday, December 12 at 7 p.m. 

Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room 

Enjoy an evening of live entertainment, light refreshments, and learn about 
accomplishments achieved in Mason District at Supervisor Penny Gross’ 
Holiday Town Gathering!  Join your friends and neighbors during an evening of 
camaraderie, and participate in a drawing to win door prizes! 

Community Notes 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 
    

 
   

➢ AARP volunteers will provide residents with free tax form assistance from January 30 to 
April 15, 2020, at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.
The schedule is: Mondays and Thursdays 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays:
9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (No Tax-Aide service on President’s Day, 
Monday, February 17, 2020.)  All returns will be filed electronically.  For more information about 
AARP Tax Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669.

➢ The Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive Housing’s Hypothermia Prevention Program is in 
effect from November 15, 2019 to March 31, 2020.  The program welcomes winter clothing 
donations, and to find out what is needed most, contact Leo Patrician at 703-578-8852, or 
lpatrician@newhopehousing.org.  If you see someone who may need shelter, call the Fairfax 
County Police non-emergency number at 703-691-2131.  An officer will conduct a wellness check 
and, if the person agrees, will transport the person to the nearest shelter. If you see someone at 
risk of hypothermia, call 911. Information about the county’s Hypothermia Program is available 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program, or call 703-324-9492.

➢ The Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) is a volunteer organization serving 
neighbors in dire need of assistance, including furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will 
pick up your donated furniture and give you a tax-deductible receipt. The most needed items are 
mattresses/box springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining 
room tables, and chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves. 

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross 
Mason District Governmental Center 
6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Mason Matters! The Newsletter to Keep YOU Informed 

mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.aarp.org/taxaide
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/hypothermia-prevention-program



