
M a s o n  M a t t e r s !

Special Interest  
Articles:  

Document Shredding 
Event August 15

Land Use News

Native Seedling Sale 
Features Super 
Shrubs, Tiny Trees, 
and Space Savers

• Community Notes 

• Budget Town Meeting 
March 12 at 7 p.m. 
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SPRING 2020 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

     Spring ushers in warmer weather, blooming shrubs and trees, 
and budget season in Fairfax County.  The public process starts 
with the release of the County Executive’s proposed FY 2021 
county budget.  The Board of Supervisors then begins its review, 
making changes and adjustments, before approving the revised 
budget in early May.  Virginia law prohibits localities from operating 
at a deficit; our annual budgets must be balanced.  The adopted FY 
2021 budget takes effect on July 1, 2020.   
 
     Fairfax County continues its stewardship of financial resources 
to sustain county programs and services, and works to optimize 
efficiencies in county-wide operations, preserving its Triple A bond 
rating.  That financial stewardship has served us well, since 
changes in the global economy and uncertainties in federal funding can affect local 
economic forecasts.  The Mason District Budget Town Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
March 12, at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, beginning at 7 
p.m.  County Executive Bryan Hill and Chief Financial Officer Joe Mondoro will present 
budget details, and answer questions from the audience.  Public hearings about the budget 
will be held on April 14, 15, and 16.  Log on to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget for more 
information about the proposed budget, public hearings, economic indicators, and revenue 
forecasts.   
 
     The 2020 Senior Citizen Tax Relief Workshops, sponsored by my office for qualified 
Mason District residents, will be held on Thursday and Friday, March 19 and 20, at the 
Mason District Governmental Center.  Hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon both days.  Staff 
from the Department of Tax Administration will be available to answer questions and help 
with any application issues. Residents will be assisted on a first-come, first-served basis.    
 
     April 1 is Census Day, and that’s not a joke!  An accurate count of every person (from 
newborns to centenarians) living in Fairfax County is crucial for allocation of federal funds to 
localities and, not coincidentally, for the redrawing of federal, state, and local legislative 
districts.  Watch for your invitation from the Census Bureau in mid-March, and plan to 
respond right away.  It’s quick, it’s easy, and it’s free.  It’s also our civic duty. 
 
     Fraud and financial scams affect hundreds of local residents every day.  To combat such 
activity, AARP and the Fairfax Silver Shield Task Force are sponsoring a free Fraud 
Fighting Event on Saturday, April 18, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m., at the Fairfax County 
Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax.  Top experts and law 
enforcement officials will discuss scams that can affect you and/or your friends and 
neighbors.  Registration for this FREE event is required at aarp.cvent.com/
FairfaxScamJam2020, or call 1-877-926-8300.  Shredding trucks also will be on-site from 
7 to 11 a.m. to destroy sensitive documents you no longer need.   
 
     It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor.  Please let me 
know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance.  My office is open from 8:30 a.m. until 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, and we are ready to assist with any county-related matter. 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross 
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003 
PHONE:  703/256-7717     FAX:  703/354-8419     E-MAIL:  mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

http://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/MASON
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget


Mason Matters! Spring 2020 

2020 Census: We Need You for a 
Complete and Accurate Count! 

Spotlight by Starlight is a free summer concert series present-
ed by the Fairfax County Park Authority and the Friends of Ma-
son District Park.  All performances at the Newton W. Edwards 
Amphitheatre at Mason District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in 
Annandale, are on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday at 7:30 
p.m.  Performances for children on Saturday begin at 10 a.m.  
Performances back by popular demand, include Tom Paxton 
on Friday, July 10, and the Capitol Steps on Sunday, July 19, 
2020, both at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The concert season begins Sunday, June 14 through Fri-
day, August 21, 2020.  Shows are cancelled if it is raining.  If 
inclement weather is in the forecast, call 703-324-SHOW (7469) 
one hour prior to scheduled performance for cancellation up-
dates.  For a complete schedule, including Saturday evening 
cultural music and dance performances at Ossian Hall Park, 
7900 Heritage Drive in Annandale, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances after May 1, 2020. 

Once every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau counts every 
resident in the United States, as mandated by Article I, Section 
2, of the U.S. Constitution.  An accurate population count is 
needed for the distribution of more than $675 billion in federal 
funds back to state and local governments.  For every Northern 
Virginia resident who is not counted in the census, our region 
could lose $1,200 a year in federal funding for: 

National Direct Student Loans; Highway Planning and 
Construction; 

Head Start and special education programs; The National 
School Lunch Program; 

Medicare and Medicaid, and Section 8 Subsidies in Fair-
fax County. 

Responses to Census Bureau surveys are kept confidential 
and protected under Title 13 of the U.S. Code.  Under this law, 
the Census Bureau will never share a respondent’s personal 
information with immigration enforcement agencies, like ICE; 
law enforcement agencies, like the FBI or police; or allow it to 
be used to determine their eligibility for government benefits.  
The results from any census or survey are reported in statistical 
format only.   

Here is what you will receive in the mail: 

• March 12-20: An invitation to respond to the census. 

• March 16-24: A reminder letter. 

If you have not responded, you will receive more notifications: 

• March 26-April 3: A reminder postcard. 

• April 8-16: A reminder letter and paper questionnaire. 

• April 20-27: A final reminder postcard before receiving a 
follow-up in person. 

Information about the 2020 Census is available on the Fairfax 
County website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/census, or send 
an e-mail to census2020@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-324-
2391; TTY 711.  Information about completing the census form, 
partnering with the Census Bureau, and applying for Census 
Jobs is available at www.census.gov, or contact the Call Center 
at 301-763-INFO (4636) or 800-923-8282; TTY 1-800-877-8339. 

Document Shredding Event 
 

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will 
host a Document Shredding event on Saturday, August 
15, from 7 - 11 a.m. at the Mason District Governmental 
Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Cars must be 
in line by 11 a.m.  For everyone’s safety, participants will 
not be able to stand and watch their paper being shredded.  
These are drive-through events and participants will be 
asked to remain in their vehicles.  For additional locations, 
or information, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/
recycling-trash/document-shredding, or call 703-324-5230; 
TTY 711. 

FCDOT Begins Phasing Study for 
Seven Corners CBC 

Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) will 
begin a phasing study to determine the order in which recom-
mended transportation improvements, identified in the Compre-
hensive Plan, should be constructed for the Seven Corners 
Community Business Center.  It is anticipated that public out-
reach will begin when preliminary information is ready for the 
public to review and comment.  The Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors adopted a Comprehensive Plan amendment for the 
Seven Corners CBC (Plan Amendment 2013-I-B2) in 2015.  For 
more information about the project and updates, visit the 
FCDOT website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/
seven-corners, or call Transportation Planner Nanditha Parad-
kar, P.E., at 703-877-5667. 

Water Mains to be Replaced along 
Leesburg Pike/Bailey’s Crossroads  

 

This spring, Fairfax Water will begin replacing water mains 
along Leesburg Pike, between Columbia Pike and Dawes Ave-
nue, in Bailey’s Crossroads.  Property owners in the affected 

area will be notified in advance of any water service 
interruptions (lasting short periods of time) during 
construction.  Construction is expected to end this 
fall.  Questions or concerns may be directed to Mr. 
Jerry Scott at 703-289-6351.  Fairfax Water’s after-
hours emergency number is 703-698-5613.  Addi-

tional information about this and other Fairfax Water projects is 
available at www.fairfaxwater.org/index.php/projects.  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/seven-corners
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/study/seven-corners


Mason Matters! Spring 2020 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Land Use News 
 

 
Paving and Bike Lanes Coming to Mason District Roads - 
The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Fairfax 
County Department of Transportation staff will discuss road 

paving and restriping, to include bike lanes, on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
in the Large Conference Room of the Mason 
District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia 
Pike in Annandale.  Residents may submit com-

ments about the plan and general traffic safety concerns on 
the roads scheduled for paving until March 17, 2020.  Visit 
FCDOT at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2020-paving-
and-restriping,or call 703-877-5600; TTY 711. 
 
Community Task Forces to Screen SSPA Nominations - 
The South County Site-Specific Comprehensive Plan Amend-
ment process begins the Screening Phase of 22 nominations 
(six in Mason District, eight in Lee District, and eight in Mount 
Vernon District) for inclusion in the Comprehensive Plan Work 

Program.  The public is invited to attend the 
Task Force meetings, which will be scheduled 
in March and April 2020.  The Task Force 
meeting dates and list of nominations is avail-
able on the South County SSPA webpage 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-
amendments/sspa/south.  Questions about the SSPA pro-
cess?  Contact the Planning Division of the Department of 
Planning and Development at 703-324-1380; TTY 711.  SSPA 
is the process that allows anyone to nominate site specific 
land use changes to the Comprehensive Plan, the guiding 
document for land use and development decisions in Fairfax 
County.  Information about the Comprehensive Plan is availa-
ble at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/fairfax-
county-comprehensive-plan.  For the latest land use news, 
follow the Fairfax County Land Use Planning at 
www.facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse. 

Native Seedling Sale Features 
Super Shrubs and Space Savers 

 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District is 
featuring a collection of small shrubs and trees that are hardy in 
small spaces, and bear flowers and fruit food sources for birds 
and pollinators.  The Super Shrubs and Tiny Trees, and the 
Space Savers packages, include eight shrubs/small tree seed-
lings for $15.  No large tree packages are offered this year.  
Online payments by credit or debit card at http://nvswcd-
velocitypayment-com.3dcartstores.com/, where pre-made rain 
barrels and composter do-it-yourself kits also are available. 
 
A full, non-refundable payment must accompany orders re-
ceived by Tuesday, April 2, or while supplies last.  A confirma-
tion receipt will be provided with a map to the pickup site at the 
Sleepy Hollow Bath and Racquet Club, 3516 Sleepy Hollow 
Road in Falls Church.  Orders may be picked up on Friday, 
April 17, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., or Saturday, April 18, 9 a.m. - noon.  
To order, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/
native-seedling-sale; call 703-324-1460 TTY 711. 

Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors Chairman Jeff McKay (L) 
and Mason District Supervisor 
Penny Gross (R) recognize 
Fairfax County Public Library’s 
David Newhall (center) with the 
Don Smith Award from the Em-
ployees Advisory Council for his 
outstanding contributions to the 
well-being of his fellow employ-
ees.  Newhall received his 
award before the Board of Su-
pervisors on January 28, 2020. 
 

Photo courtesy of the Fairfax County 
Office of Public Affairs 

Coming Attractions 
 

A low-cost Rabies Vaccination Clinic is set for Sunday, March 8, 12 to 2 p.m. for dogs and cats at the Mason District Gov-
ernmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike.  For more information and a complete schedule, call 703-830-1100, or visit the Fair-
fax County Animal Services Division website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/communityassistance/rabiesclinics. 

 
The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and unused or expired 
prescription medicines may be dropped off at all Fairfax County Police Stations.  For more information and locations near 
you, visit the DEA Web site after April 1 at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html. 

 
The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will co-host the popular, semi-annual book sale on Thursday, April 
23, 3 - 9 p.m.; Friday, April 24, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, April 26, 12 - 5 p.m.  
(Library services begin at 1 p.m.)  The book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale.  For book sale 

      highlights, visit http://georgemasonfriends.blogspot.com/ or call 703-813-6616.  Information about all library services is avail- 
      able at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/george-mason-regional. 
 

Culmore Multicultural Day 2020 will be held on Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Woodrow Wilson Library, 6101 
Knollwood Drive in Falls Church.  Enjoy live music, folkloric dancers, children’s activities, and more.  For more information, 
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/culmore-day, or call 703-324-8514; TTY 711. 

 
The Annandale (Station 8) and Bailey’s Crossroads (Station 10) Volunteer Fire Departments invite you to an All You Can 
Eat Crab Leg and Shrimp Feast on Saturday, April 25, and on Saturday, July 25, 2 - 5 p.m. at the Annandale Volunteer 
Fire Department Station, 7128 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Tickets available online at www.avfd.org or www.bxrvfd.org.  

     For more information, call 703-941-1328, or send an e-mail to crabfeast@avfd.org. 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

http://nvswcd-velocitypayment-com.3dcartstores.com/
http://nvswcd-velocitypayment-com.3dcartstores.com/


Mason District 
Supervisor  

Penny Gross 

6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

 

PHONE: 
703/256-7717; TTY 711 

 

FAX:  
703/354-8419 

 

E-MAIL: 
mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 
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Mason District’s Budget Town Meeting 
Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 7 p.m. 

Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room 
6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale 

Supervisor Gross welcomes County Executive Bryan J. Hill, and Chief Financial 
Officer Joe Mondoro, who will present the proposed FY 2021 Fairfax County Budget 
and answer your questions.  Information about the Fairfax County Budget, including 
a revenue forecast, economic indicators, and a budget timeline, is available online 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget. 

Community Notes 
 

➢ The Fairfax County Health Department is working with the Virginia Department of Health and 
our local healthcare community to limit the spread of the Coronavirus that began in Wuhan, 
China.  Information about the Coronavirus, and other communicable diseases, is available at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/.  Updates also available at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/. 
 
➢    AARP volunteers are providing free tax help to residents until Wednesday, April 15 at the 
Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale.  The schedule is: 
Mondays and Thursdays 1- 8 p.m. (No Tax-Aide service on President’s Day, Monday, February 
17, 2020.); Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m.   Please Note: A limited number of Mason Tax-Aide appointments will be available on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  To schedule an appointment, please call 571-281-8532. All 
returns will be filed electronically.  Bring tax documents with a photo ID, all Social Security cards, 
and (if possible) last year's tax return.  Focus is on residents with low to moderate incomes.  No 
age requirement, or income threshold.  For more information about AARP Tax Aide, visit 
www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669.  
 
➢    The Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) is a volunteer organization serving 
neighbors in dire need of assistance, including furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will 
pick up your donated furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt.  The most needed items are 
mattresses/box springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining 
room tables, and chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves. 

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross 
Mason District Governmental Center 
6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Mason Matters! The Newsletter to Keep YOU Informed 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb
http://www.aarp.org/taxaidehttp:/www.aarp.org/taxaide

