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Spring 2021 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

     We are already well into the New Year, but coronavirus vaccine 
availability continues to be a major subject of conversation and 
concern.  After a chaotic roll-out of the registration process for 
vaccinations, Mason District residents have reported that, once 
they get an appointment for a shot, the process is quick and 
smooth.  Health Department staff and volunteers work tirelessly to 
ensure that residents are welcomed, escorted to the health 
providers who administer the vaccine, and then escorted to seats 
for the prescribed 15-minute or so rest time following the shot.  
Residents also are given a card that identifies the type of vaccine 
they received, and the timeline for the second dose in the two-shot 
regimen of the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines.  The biggest 
challenge is availability of the vaccines.  Vaccine production has 
been ramped up by the Biden Administration but, even with increased production, the 
disbursement of vaccines from the federal government to the states, and eventually to local 
Health Departments, takes time.  Updated information about COVID-19, vaccine distribution, 
testing sites, etc. is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/.   
 
     As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect us all, scammers continue to do all they 
can to take advantage, too.  Offers of “skipping the line” for quicker access to vaccines – for 
a fee, of course – are lies.  Ignore them.  Obtain in-demand supplies, such as face masks, 
test kits, and household cleaners, only from reputable dealers.  Never click on an unsolicited 
link about COVID.  Such links may contain software that steals your user names and other 
sensitive personal information.  To learn more about COVID-19 scams, visit www.aarp.org/
covid19fraud. 
 
     Food insecurity affects many local families, and the pandemic has placed more residents, 
especially children, at risk.  Local church and faith community food pantries are operating at 
maximum levels, and need donations (food and/or money) to keep serving our neighbors in 
need.  Visit the Capital Area Food Bank website www.capitalareafoodbank.org/ to make a 
donation, which may be tax-deductible.  
 
     The Mason District Budget Town Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 15, 2021, 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Because of COVID-19, the meeting will be conducted virtually, and 
there is information on the back page of this newsletter about how to access the meeting 
link.  The proposed FY2022 county budget will be presented by Chief Financial Officer Joe 
Mondoro, and Management and Budget Director Christina Jackson.  A question-and-answer 
period will follow the presentation. 
 
     A friendly reminder from the Fairfax County Police Department: effective January 1, 
2021, it is against the law to hold any personal communications device, such as a cell 
phone, while driving in Virginia.  The General Assembly legislation applies to all jurisdictions 
in Virginia, and can be enforced by local authorities as a primary offense. 
 
     It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you 
will let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  My office is providing 
assistance by e-mail and phone from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and we 
are ready to assist with any county-related matter. 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross 
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003 
PHONE:  703/256-7717     FAX:  703/354-8419     E-MAIL:  mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

http://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/MASON
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/
https://www.aarp.org/covid19fraud
https://www.aarp.org/covid19fraud
https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/
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AARP Tax Aide Resumes 
with New Safety Procedures 

 
AARP Volunteers will provide residents with free tax preparation 
assistance at a new temporary location.  Because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, AARP’s procedures have changed, for 
everyone’s safety.  Tax preparation is by appointment only 
(NO walk-ins), and appointments are limited to 15 minutes.  To 
register for the first of two appointments, you must first com-
plete a Tax Preparation Intake Packet.  Packets are available 
by one of two ways: 
 

  At the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Colum-
bia Pike in Annandale, inside the entry door to the right (by 
the bulletin board).  DO NOT proceed into the building be-
cause it is CLOSED to the public.; or 

 

 Visit the Mason District Tax-Aide website https://
tinyurl.com/masontaxaide2020 to download and print the 
packet. 

After reading the packet's instructions: 
1. Fill out the packet completely (Important!). 
2. Assemble your tax documents on paper.  No information 

will be accepted from cell phones. 
3. Call the number listed in the packet for an appointment and 

directions to the new temporary location. 
 

Note: At the first appointment: 
1.    Documents will be checked for completeness. 
2.    The documents will be scanned.  Paper image is digitized 
       and stored securely in the cloud. 
3.    You will leave the appointment with your documents.   
Your tax return will be prepared by IRS-certified counselors 
without your presence.  Issues and questions will be addressed 
and discussed with you by phone. 
 

Note: The second appointment will be scheduled to review, 
sign, and receive a copy of your completed tax return.  Bring 
all tax material to this appointment.  For information about 
AARP Tax-Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, send an e-mail to 
taxaide@aarp.org, or call 1-888-687-2277. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Information 
 

Vaccine eligibility is occurring in phases. Vaccine-eligible people 
can register for appointments online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
covid19, click on “Vaccines,” or call 703-324-7404; TTY 711 to 
register by phone.  For recent updates, visit www.fairfaxcounty. 
gov/health/novel-coronavirus/vaccine.  There you can find the 
Vaccine and Registration Data Dashboard, FAQs about the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and much more.  
 

 Ways to Stay Informed  

 Health Department Call Center: 703-267-3511; TTY 711 

 Text FFXCOVID to 888777 for Fairfax County COVID-19 
updates; For Spanish, text FFXCOVIDESP to 888777 

 Follow on Facebook: Fairfax County Government and 
Health Department 

 E-Mail questions/concerns to ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov 
(staffed Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

 Follow on Twitter: @fairfaxcounty and @fairfaxhealth 
 

If you registered for a vaccine appointment with Fairfax County, 
and received a vaccine from another provider first, send an e-
mail to ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov to cancel your appointment.  

Senior Citizen Tax Relief 
Applications Due Date Extended 

 
On January 26, the Board of Supervisors extended the applica-
tion due date to Monday May 3, 2021.  The Department of Tax 
Administration (DTA) mailed applications to residents in Janu-
ary, which asked residents to sign an affidavit to certify they still 
are within the program threshold (short form), and return it to 
DTA. 
 
The preferred methods to return completed applications: 
 ➢    E-mail at TaxRelief@fairfaxcounty.gov; 
 ➢    Fax at 703-802-7595; or 
 ➢ First-Class mail to: Department of Tax Administration 
        ATTN: Tax Relief Section, 12000 Government Center 
        Parkway, Suite 225.5, Fairfax, VA 22035-0032. 
 
Residents in the program also received a letter with their appli-
cation that included additional methods available to discuss 
their application with DTA staff, which include virtual meetings 
by Zoom video conferencing, and by telephone (703-222-8234; 
TTY 711).  Real estate tax relief is available for older adults 
and people with disabilities who meet certain qualifica-
tions.  Qualified residents also may be eligible for car tax and 
rent relief.  For more information, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
taxes/, or call 703-222-8234; TTY 703-222-7594.  

Work is underway to plan an abbreviated Spotlight by Star-
light concert season for the coming summer.  COVID-19 
caused the cancellation of the entire 2020 concert series, and 
will affect how concerts are presented this summer.  When the 
free concerts return, all CDC guidelines will be observed and, 
most likely, will limit the number of attendees for both the even-
ing concerts and the Saturday morning children’s concerts. 
 
At press time, concerts are being planned for Mason District 
Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale, from July 7 through 
August 21, 2021 (Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday morning children’s concerts at 10 a.m.), and 
cultural music and dance performances at Ossian Hall Park, 
7900 Heritage Drive in Annandale, on Saturday evenings at 
7:30 p.m.  For a complete, updated schedule of concerts, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances after May 1, 2021. 

 

Time to Spring Forward! 
 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 

https://tinyurl.com/masontaxaide2020
https://tinyurl.com/masontaxaide2020
http://www.aarp.org/taxaide
mailto:taxaide@aarp.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/novel-coronavirus/vaccine
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/novel-coronavirus/vaccine/data
http://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcounty
https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountyhealth
mailto:ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://twitter.com/fairfaxcounty
http://twitter.com/fairfaxhealth
mailto:ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:TaxRelief@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances
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➢ 

➢ 

Land Use News 
 

➢ The Planning Commission is deliberating the Zoning 
Ordinance Modernization (zMOD) draft following public testi-
mony heard in January.  The proposal is  scheduled for a pub-
lic hearing before the Board of Supervisors on March 9.  The 
proposed new Zoning Ordinance addresses land use regula-
tions and definitions, removes gaps and inconsistencies, and 
creates a streamlined, user-friendly document that is easier to 
understand.  The latest draft and other information about the 
zMOD project is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-
development/zmod.  Questions?  Call the Zoning Administra-
tion Division at 703-324-1314, or send an e-mail to the zMOD 
Team at dpdzmodcomments@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
  
➢ Four of the South County Site-Specific Plan Amend-
ment (SSPA) nominations in Mason District were moved to 
the 2021 work plan for further study – Annandale Public Stor-
age, First Christian Church, the Gibson Property, and Dar Al-
Hijrah.  The Board of Supervisors approved Supervisor Gross’ 
amendment to withdraw the Western Annandale CBC nomi-
nation from any further consideration.  Information about the 
SSPA process is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-
development/plan-amendments/sspa/south, or by contacting 
the Planning Division of the Department of Planning and De-
velopment at 703-324-1380; TTY 711. 
 
➢ The Annandale Urban Design Guidelines were updated 
to remove redundancies, modernize streetscape materials, 
and add new design topics, such as public art and complete 
street sections, consistent with those in other district design 
guidelines.  In February, residents provided online comments 
about the updated draft.  To learn about the Volume II: Dis-
trict Design Guidelines for Annandale and view the docu-
ment, visit www.fcrevite.org/annandale/design-guidelines.  For 
information or assistance, contact the Department of Planning 
and Development, Community Revitalization Section at Revi-
talization@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-324-9300. 
 
➢ Road paving in Mason District will be discussed at a 
virtual meeting on Monday, March 22, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. by 
staff at the Fairfax County Department of Transportation and 
the Virginia Department of Transportation.  Information is 
available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2021-paving
-and-restriping-program, or call 703-877-5600. 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross helps to “Stuff the Bus” at the 
George Mason Regional Library during one of two food collection drives 
held this winter to benefit the ACCA Food Pantry.  Stuff the Bus is a 
food pantry giving program that partners with nonprofit organizations to 
restock food pantry shelves, and is hosted by MV Transportation and 
the Fairfax County Neighborhood and Community Services,. 
  

Photo courtesy of Fairfax County Neighborhood and Community Services. 

Coming Attractions 
 

A Virtual Scam Jam, hosted by AARP and the Fairfax Silver Shield Task Force is scheduled for Friday, April 23, 2021,from 
9 -11:30 a.m.  Learn from the experts how to protect yourself from fraud and financial scams that affect hundreds of local res- 

     idents every day.  For more information, visit www.aarp.org/fairfaxscamjam.  Question?  Contact Melissa Smarr at 703-324- 
     1929; TTY 711. 
 

The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, April 24, 2021, from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., and un-
used, unwanted, or expired prescription medicines may be dropped off at all Fairfax County Police Stations.  For patrol sta- 

      tion locations near you, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department.  Information about year-round 
     disposal of over-the-counter and prescription medicines is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/drug-disposal. 
 

Document Shredding, hosted by the Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program, returns to the Mason District Gov-
ernmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Saturday, May 1, 2021, from 7 - 11 a.m.  Cars must be in line by 

     11 a.m.  Up to four medium-sized packing boxes per vehicle accepted.  For safety, participants must remain in their vehicles  
     for these drive-through events. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding, or call 703-324- 
     5230; TTY 711, for additional locations, and information about accepted and prohibited items. 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Fairfax County Transitions from 

Plastic Yard Waste Bags 

Fairfax County is working to phase out the use of plastic bags 
for yard waste collection to align with its environmental vision 

and reduce the amount of plastic bags from entering our envi-
ronment.  The change applies to private collection companies’ 

customers (90 percent of the county) and residents 

who reside in the county’s solid waste collection     
areas.  Residents may use compostable paper bags 
or reusable containers marked “Yard Waste.”  Other 

options include composting and mulching at home, or 
grasscycling.  Fairfax County’s yard waste collection 

season runs from March through December.  Information about 
yard waste options is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/recycling-trash/county-collection-customers/yard-

waste.  Questions or concerns may be answered by e-mail at 
trashmail@fairfaxcounty.gov, or by calling 703-324-5230. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zmod
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zmod
mailto:dpdzmodcomments@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/sspa/south
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/sspa/south
http://www.fcrevite.org/annandale/design-guidelines
mailto:Revitalization@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Revitalization@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2021-paving-and-restriping-program
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2021-paving-and-restriping-program
https://www.aarp.org/fairfaxscamjam
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/fairfax-county-police-department
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/drug-disposal
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/document-shredding
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/county-collection-customers/yard-waste
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/county-collection-customers/yard-waste
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/county-collection-customers/yard-waste
mailto:trashmail@fairfaxcounty.gov


Mason District 
Supervisor  

Penny Gross 

6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

 

PHONE: 
703/256-7717; TTY 711 

 

FAX:  
703/354-8419 

 

E-MAIL: 
mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 
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Mason District Virtual Budget Town Meeting 

Monday, March 15, 2021 
7 - 8:30 p.m. 

Supervisor Gross welcomes Chief Financial Officer Joe Mondoro, and Manage- 
ment and Budget Director Christina Jackson, who will present the proposed 
FY2022 Fairfax County Budget and answer your questions.  To attend, please 
RSVP by e-mail at mason@fairfaxcounty.gov by Thursday, March 11 to 
receive a meeting link or call-in number.  Information about the Fairfax County 
Budget is available online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget. 

Community Notes 
 

➢ The Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive Housing’s Hypothermia Prevention Program 
continues through April 1, 2021.   Donations of bottled water are needed for shelter guests.  
Additionally, new queen size sheet sets and pillows are needed for guests who have secured 
permanent housing.  To schedule and deliver a donation, or learn what is needed most, contact 
Sami Smyth at ssmyth@newhopehousing.org, or call 703-799-2293 ext. 11. 
 

➢ The Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board offers mental health support, suicide 
prevention, and overall wellness resources to counter the stress and social isolation caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  If you, or someone you know, is experiencing suicidal thoughts, call the 
CSB at 703-573-5679; text "CONNECT" to 855-11 to contact PRS CrisisLink or call 703-527-4077; 
call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255).  In an immediate, life-
threatening situation, call 9-1-1.  For more information and resources, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
community-services-board/prevent-suicide. 
 

➢   The Annandale (Station 8) and Bailey’s Crossroads (Station 10) Volunteer Fire Depart-  
ments are 501c (3) organizations that rely on donations for equipment purchases to serve the 
public’s emergency needs.  Donations may be sent to the Annandale Volunteer Fire Department, 
P.O. Box 806, Annandale, VA 22003; and to the Bailey’s Crossroads Volunteer Fire Department,  
P.O. Box 1159, Falls Church, VA 22041.  For information, call 703-941-1328. 

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross 
Mason District Governmental Center 
6507 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Mason Matters! The Newsletter to Keep YOU Informed 
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