Mason Matters!
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
SPRING 2019

MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov

A Message From Supervisor Gross
Special Interest
Articles:
Report Inoperable Vehicles to FCPD
Wilson Blvd. Bridge
Rehab to Begin this
Spring
Document Shredding
Event July 13, 7-11 a.m.
Water Mains to be Replaced along Holmes
Run Road and South
Street
Land Use News
Incredible Edibles
Seedling Sale

 Community Notes
 Budget Town Meeting

Look for MASON MATTERS! The Television Show
on Cable Channel 16
Every Thursday at 7 P.M.
Every Friday & Sunday at 6:30 P.M.
Daily on the Web at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason

March 7 at 7 p.m.

Dear Mason District Neighbor:
Snow, freezing cold temperatures, and gloomy skies are offset,
occasionally, by brilliant sunshine above leafless trees in dormancy.
Winter’s cold grip will loosen, but the specter of the 35-day federal
government shutdown still hangs over the metropolitan region. Fairfax
County has the region’s largest share of federal employees and
contractors, but the financial damage to our local economy still is to be
calculated. That will add extra drama to County Executive Bryan Hill’s
proposed FY 2020 budget, which will be released on February 19, but
the priorities will remain the same – public education, public safety,
transportation, human services, and the environment, for example.
Along with the budget release, property assessment notices will be
in local mailboxes in mid-February. Approximately 65 percent of county
revenue is derived from real estate taxes, and another 15 percent
comes from personal property taxes (vehicles). Although Fairfax County always ranks high in
terms of overall household income, withholding taxes are paid to the state and federal
governments, not the county; hence, the reliance on the two property taxes to pay for public
services.
The Mason District Budget Town Meeting about the proposed FY 2020 budget will be held on
Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 7 p.m., in the Main Community Room of the Mason District
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale. County Executive Hill and Chief
Financial Officer Joe Mondoro will present the budget, followed by a question and answer period.
The meeting is open to the public, and I look forward to seeing you there.
This spring also presents opportunities for public input for both the Fairfax County Strategic
Plan and a new 50+ Community Survey. Check out “Coming Attractions” on page 3 of this
newsletter for information about the strategic plan. The 50+ Community Survey, facilitated by the
National Research Center, will be mailed to a scientific random sample of local adults, age 50
and older, about issues such as retirement, health care, housing, and caregiving. If you, or
someone in your household, receives a survey, please be sure to complete it and mail it in, or
use the online website listed in the survey packet. The survey is totally anonymous, and will be
used to help plan a better age friendly community. For more information, visit the Fairfax County
website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/50-plus-community-survey.
New this spring in Mason District, and county-wide, – a permanent receptacle for unused
and expired prescriptions is located in the lobby of the Mason District Governmental Cen ter, and all police district stations. Look for the big green box, and declutter your medicine chest.
Please, no sharp items, pressurized canisters, or liquids. As you are decluttering, remember that
Mason District hosts the Salvation Army Family Thrift Store, Goodwill, and some charitable thrift
shops that will accept gently used household items, which you may not need anymore. And don’t
forget donations to food pantries. Hunger is a year-round problem for some of our neighbors,
so food pantries need replenishment (non-perishable foods or cash donations) regularly.
Finally, Spotlight by Starlight, the free summer concert series at Mason District Park, is in
development. A calendar of concerts will be available later this spring, and I encourage you to
spend an hour or so enjoying free, live, professional entertainment all summer long. Just thinking
about the summer programs brightens these cold winter days!
It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor. Please let me know
whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you. My office is open from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and we are ready to assist with any county-related matter.
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Report Inoperative Vehicles on
Private Property to FCPD
The Traffic Division of the Fairfax County Police Department
(FCPD) has an Impound Officer who responds to residents’
complaints about inoperative (junk) vehicles that are on private
property. The Fairfax County Code, Chapter 110 - Inoperative
Motor Vehicles, Trailers and Semitrailers, regulates the storage
of inoperative vehicles on private property.

Spotlight by Starlight is a free summer concert series presented by the Fairfax County Park Authority and the Friends of
Mason District Park. All performances at the Newton W. Edwards Amphitheatre at Mason District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike
in Annandale, are on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday at 7:30
p.m. Performances for children on Saturday begin at 10 a.m.
Back by popular demand, the Capitol Steps will perform on Sunday, July 21, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
The concert season begins Saturday, June 15 through Friday, August 23, 2019. Shows are cancelled if it is raining.
If inclement weather is in the forecast, call 703-324-SHOW
(7469) one hour prior to scheduled performance for cancellation
updates. For a complete schedule, including Saturday evening
cultural music and dance performances at Ossian Hall Park,
7900 Heritage Drive in Annandale, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances after May 1, 2019.

Wilson Blvd. Bridge Rehabilitation
to begin this Spring
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) anticipates
that the Wilson Boulevard over Arlington Boulevard Bridge Rehabilitation Project will begin construction in Spring 2019.
Built in 1958, the one-way bridge links the eastbound Route 50/
Arlington Boulevard service road (crossing Route 7) to eastbound Wilson Boulevard in the Seven Corners
area of Mason District. Barring unforeseen
delays, construction will be completed in December 2019. Information about the project
can be found on VDOT’s website www.virginiadot.org/projects/
northernvirginia/wilson_over_50.asp. Questions? Contact the
project manager, Vicente Valeza, Jr., P.E., by e-mail at Vicente.Valeza@vdot.virginia.gov, or call 703-259-3256.

Violation of Chapter 110 is a Class 2 misdemeanor, subject to a
fine, and towing and storage costs as applicable. Inoperative
motor vehicles are defined in Section 110-2-1(3) as: not in operating condition, or do not display valid license plates, or do not
display a valid inspection decal, or does display an inspection
decal that has been expired for more than 60 days.
The FCPD Impound Officer, after first seeking voluntary compliance with a warning, will issue a Notice of Violation. If the Notice
of Violation is disregarded, criminal enforcement action is taken,
and the vehicle is towed. Complaints about
expired vehicle license plates and safety inspection decals are investigated if expired for
at least six months. Barring unusual circumstances, inoperable vehicle complaints usually
are resolved within 90 days of the report.
Information about inoperative vehicles on private property is
available on the new FCPD Web form accessible at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/report-inoperable-vehicle. Questions
about inoperative vehicles can be answered by the Impound
Officer via e-mail at FCPDJunkVehicle@fairfaxcounty.gov. Parking complaints, or complaints about inoperative vehicles on public roads, should be reported to the Non-Emergency Police
number at 703-691-2131, or by e-mail at FCPDParkingEnforcement@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Document Shredding Event
The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will
host a Document Shredding event on Saturday, July 13,
2019, from 7 - 11 a.m. at the Mason District Governmental
Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale. Cars must be in
line by 11 a.m. For more information and additional locations, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recyclingtrash/document-shredding, or call 703-324-5230; TTY 711.

Water Mains to be Replaced along Holmes Run Road and South Street
This spring, Fairfax Water will begin replacing water mains
along South Street, east of Annandale Road to Rt. 50/Arlington
Boulevard, and Holmes Run Road, between South Street and
Beechwood Lane. Property owners in the affected area will be
notified in advance of water service interruptions, which will last
short periods of time during construction. Access to homeowners’ driveways will be maintained, and the pavement of affected
roads will be restored, in accordance with the Virginia Department of Transportation’s requirements.
Later this year, water infrastructure work will be scheduled along
Marc Drive, and along Leesburg Pike, from Columbia Pike to
the Fairfax/Arlington county line. For emergency repairs to existing water infrastructure, call Fairfax Water’s after-hours emergency number at 703-698-5613.

Location map courtesy of Fairfax Water

Mason Matters!

Spring 2019
Land Use News
Interim Park Coming to Bailey’s Crossroads - The property at 5827 Columbia Pike (formerly the Landmark Building)
will undergo further transformation this spring. The Fairfax
County Park Authority and the Office of Community Revitalization (OCR) are proceeding with the development of an interim park that will include shaded seating areas and landscaping, an open grassed play area, flexible space for event
programming, and a potential future basketball court. Construction is scheduled to begin in April, and an Opening Day
Celebration is being planned, and details are forthcoming
in the spring. For more information, contact Suzie Battista,
OCR Program Manager, at 703-324-9317, or by e-mail at
suzianne.battista@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross (in
“FROG” glasses)
presented the Friends
of Green Spring with
The Harold L. Strickland Collaboration and
Partnership Award at
the 2018 Elly Doyle
Park Service Awards
ceremony on November 16, 2018.
Photo by Don Sweeney
Fairfax County
Park Authority

Incredible Edibles Featured in
Native Seedling Sale

Sidewalk Connectivity Project in Design for Peace Valley
Lane - The project entails construction of a concrete 5 ft.
wide sidewalk with utility strip that is approximately 900 ft.
long, on the south side of Peace Valley Lane. The sidewalk
connects with the existing sidewalk at the cul-de-sac and the
existing crosswalk approximately 150 ft. east of the entrance
of Justice High School. For more information, contact Jeffrey
“Jeff” Fasceski, P.E., project manager at 703-877-5792, or by
e-mail at Jeffrey.Fasceski@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District is
featuring a collection of shrubs and trees that provide a valuable food source for wildlife and humans - berries, fruit, and nuts!
The Shrub and Small Tree package includes American Wild
Plum, Paw Paw, American Elderberry, Black Chokeberry, and
American Hazelnut for $17.95. The Tree package includes
Flowering Dogwood, American Persimmon, and Common
Hackberry for $12.95. Online payments by credit or debit card.

Medford Drive Sidewalk to be Constructed this Spring - A
475 linear foot sidewalk with curb and gutter will be constructed along the east side of Medford Drive, from Davian Drive to
Four Year Run, to facilitate student/pedestrian access to Annandale High School. This project was funded by the 2014
Transportation Bond to complete missing pedestrian links that
enhance safety, connect neighborhoods, and improve access
to schools.

A full, non-refundable payment must accompany orders received by Tuesday, April 2, or while supplies last. A confirmation receipt will be provided, and directions to the pickup site
at the Sleepy Hollow Bath and Racquet Club, 3516 Sleepy Hollow Road in Falls Church. Orders may be picked up on Friday,
April 5, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., or Saturday, April 6, 9 a.m. - noon.
To order, visit the Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-waterconservation/native-seedling-sale; call 703-324-1460 TTY 711.

Coming Attractions
Share your vision for the future of Fairfax County and our community at “A Community Conversation: The Fairfax County

 Strategic Plan,” on Wednesday, March 6, 7-8:30 p.m., hosted by Fairfax County Government at the James Lee Com-

munity Center, 2855 Annandale Road in Falls Church. Help identify key priorities, important issues, and opportunities the
county should address. For more information, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/strategicplan/. Need assistance to attend?
Arrangements for reasonable ADA accommodations, child care, transportation, and interpretation services, contact Amy Ordonez at 703-787-4962; TTY 711, or by e-mail at Amy.Ordonez@fairfaxcounty.gov.
A low-cost Rabies Vaccination Clinic is set for Sunday, March 10, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. for dogs and cats at the Mason District
For more information and a complete schedule, call 703-830-1100, or visit the
Fairfax County Animal Services Division website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/communityassistance/rabiesclinics.

Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike.

Culmore Multicultural Day 2019 “Healthy Environment, Healthy Community” will be held on Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m.
Enjoy live music, folkloric dancers, children’s
activities, and more. For more information, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/culmore-day, or call 703-324-8514; TTY 711.

 - 2 p.m. at the Woodrow Wilson Library, 6101 Knollwood Drive in Falls Church.


The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will co-host the popular, semi-annual book sale on Thursday, April 25,
(Library
services begin at 1 p.m.) The book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale. For more information,
call 703-813-6616 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/george-mason-regional.

 3 - 9 p.m.; Friday, April 26, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Sunday, April 28, 12 - 5 p.m.

The DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is set for Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and unused or expired

 prescription medicines may be dropped off at all Fairfax County Police Stations.

For more information and locations near
you, visit the DEA Web site after April 1 at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html.
The Annandale (Station 8) and Bailey’s Crossroads (Station 10) Volunteer Fire Departments invite you to an All You Can Eat

 Crab Leg and Shrimp Feast on Saturday, April 27, 2 - 5 p.m. at the Annandale Volunteer Fire Department Station, 7128
Columbia Pike in Annandale. Tickets available online at www.avfd.org or www.bxrvfd.org. For more information, call 703941-1328, or send an e-mail to crabfeast@avfd.org.

Supervisor Penelope A. “Penny” Gross
Mason District Governmental Center
6507 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
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AARP volunteers currently are providing free tax help to residents until Monday, April 15 at
the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale. The schedule is:
Mondays and Thursdays 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (No Tax-Aide service on President’s Day, Monday, February 18,
2019.) All returns will be filed electronically. A Travel Team is available to assist with preparation
of forms for residents with disabilities, who cannot leave their homes, by calling 571-766-6268.
For more information about AARP Tax Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669.


The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) needs your help with reporting Grandkid Scams.
Scammers pretend to be a family member with an urgent need, “Grandma, I need money for bail,
but don’t tell anyone.” Report this scam to the FTC at 1-877-FTC-HELP (382-4357); TTY 1-866
-653-4261, or online at www.ftc.gov/complaint. For consumer information: www.ftc.gov/passiton.

Mason District
Supervisor
Penny Gross
6507 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
PHONE:
703/256-7717; TTY 711

Vietnamese-speaking volunteers are needed to help older adults in the Annandale/Falls
Church area by delivering Meals on Wheels, assisting with IT needs, and social visiting. For more
information visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-adults/volunteer-solutions, call 703324-5406; TTY 711, or apply at http://bit.ly/vietnamese-speaking-volunteers.

FAX:
703/354-8419

 The Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) is a volunteer organization serving
neighbors in dire need of assistance, including furniture. Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will
pick up your donated furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt. The most needed items are
mattresses/box springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining
room tables, and chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves.

mason@fairfaxcounty.gov

Supervisor Gross welcomes County Executive Bryan J. Hill, and Chief Financial
Officer Joe Mondoro, who will answer questions about the proposed FY 2020
Fairfax County Budget. Information about the Fairfax County Budget, including a
revenue forecast, economic indicators, and a budget timeline, is available online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.

Visit us on the Web:

Thursday, March 7 at 7 p.m.

Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room
6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
mason

Mason District’s Budget Town Meeting

E-MAIL:

