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Joint Board Matter with Supervisors John Cook and Jeff McKay
Smart Phone Donation Boxes for Domestic Violence Shelters
June 4, 2019
The Artemis House Region I Domestic Violence Shelter opened earlier this year in
Southern Fairfax County. My staff and I toured the facility and it is a truly
remarkable facility with apartments that are inviting and welcoming. The addition
of 30 beds to temporarily house domestic violence victims will empower
individuals and their families to take control of their lives, providing a safe haven
and stability at a time they are most in need of support and security. Prior to this
facility, victims typically had to leave their communities, schools and support
networks to travel across the County to receive services. We want to personally
thank my three musketeers (as they call themselves) who worked tirelessly on this
project, Lisa Sales, Mattie Palmore, and Karen Stone. Their focus, vision, and hard
work helped bring these new services to fruition. We would also like to thank Tom
Fleetwood and Joe Meyer whose staff members were instrumental in the site
allocation, renovation process and in the day to day operations.
As you may expect, we still have more work to do as there are still many victims in
need of our outreach and support. Recently, we became aware of a significant need
for unlocked smart phones at our DV shelters. Victims often leave home with only
the clothes on their backs, and even if they have brought their phone, it is often
controlled by their abuser. A used phone can provide additional security and
comfort to these individuals by ensuring they have the ability to dial 911;
providing untraceable contact with their families and workplaces; and avoiding
further alienation and loneliness as they struggle to heal and rebuild their lives.
We have set a goal of 110 smart phones for the 90 beds in Fairfax County with an
additional buffer of 20 phones. This need is strictly for smart phones with the
ability to access the interne and provide safety capabilities. In this case, older flip
phones will not work. The donated smart phones will go directly to Shelter House,
who will ensure the phones are wiped clean of personal data and ready for personal
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use. With our engaged and caring community, we know we can reach this target in
a matter of weeks.
Therefore, Madame Chair, we ask with unanimous consent that the Board approve
and support an initiative to put smart phone donation boxes at each of our offices,
and to advertise this initiative regularly in each of our newsletters and through
social media. We also ask that Office of Public Affairs help advertise this need and
the guidelines for donation.
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Mount Vernon Council of Citizen's Associations 50th Anniversary
June 4, 2019
The Mount Vernon Council of Citizen's Associations (MVCCA) is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year.
The MVCCA is a non-partisan and non-profit organization of associations in the Mount
Vernon magisterial district of Fairfax County. The MVCCA operates independently of
the District Supervisor, routinely taking positions on issues and making recommendations
to the County. Over the past 50 years, the MVCCA has provided local neighborhoods
with opportunities to coordinate and cooperate with the County to improve our
communities for all our constituents.
Members of the MVCCA spend countless hours dedicated to the future of their
communities, working to propose the best solutions for their neighbors. This grassroots
organization has helped shape the neighborhoods that make up the Mount Vernon District
and continues to create a unique community that attracts residents and visitors alike. The
engagement opportunities MVCCA provides for residents give them a sense of
ownership and pride in their community; fostering a lifelong relationship with their
neighborhood and encouraging continued support for the Mount Vernon District and
Fairfax County.
The MVCCA has helped foster the civic activism that our District is well known for, with
educated residents and strong community leaders that understand and engage with our
local government. It is this leadership within the MVCCA that has driven many positive
changes in the District over the past 50 years and it will continue to be a positive force in
our community. The MVCCA has exemplified stewardship and we are thankful for the
time and effort all MVCCA members have dedicated to serving the Mount Vernon
District.
Therefore, Madame Chair, I ask with unanimous consent that the Office of Public Affairs
prepare a proclamation signed by the Chair and myself, commending and congratulating
the Mount Vernon Council of Community Associations on 50 years of service to the
Mount Vernon District to be presented to their Executive Committee by July 15, 2019.
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Consent to Filing of Comprehensive Sign Plan Amendment Application
for Liberty in Lorton
June 4, 2019
This is a request for the Board's consent to the filing of a Comprehensive
Sign Plan Amendment application on Board owned property within Liberty,
formerly the Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse project, specifically Tax Map
Reference 107-1((9))H1. A Comprehensive Sign Plan for Liberty, as a
whole, was approved by the Planning Commission on February 23, 2017.
The portion of the project for which this Comprehensive Sign Plan
Amendment application is requested is approved for commercial uses and is
being developed by Liberty Heights LC, a development entity affiliated with
Elm Street Development under an executed ground lease. This amendment
application proposes additional signage within the commercial portion of
Liberty
Therefore, Madam Chairman, I move that the Board, as owner in fee simple
of Tax Map Reference 107-1((9))H1, consent to the filing of a
Comprehensive Sign Plan Amendment application by Liberty Heights, LC.

