EMBARK

The Work Underway

Embark Richmond Highway is a multi-faceted project promoting revitalization
along a 7.5 mile segment of the Richmond Highway Corridor by creating a series of
mixed-use activity centers supported by a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system; roadway,
pedestrian and bicycle improvements; enhanced open space and park systems; and
ultimately a three-mile extension of the Metrorail Yellow Line from Huntington to

Hybla Valley.

The Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Amending the Comprehensive Plan, the County’s guide to development and
preservation of the natural environment, is an essential part of this effort. With
the help of residents and community stakeholders, nodes along the proposed BRT
route are being envisioned as compact, environmentally sustainable, and walkable
living, shopping, working and recreational places. The main Comprehensive Plan
land use changes focus on four Community Business Centers (CBCs): Penn Daw,
Beacon/Groveton, Hybla Valley/Gum Springs, and Woodlawn. Traditionally, the
CBCs have served the daily needs of the surrounding community as commercial
shopping hubs. Within these areas, changes to land use, density and mix are being
developed to create better mixed-use centers. Urban design and streetscape
guidance is being developed and will apply corridor-wide. The goal of Embark is to
leverage transit, infrastructure improvements, and a new land use mix to facilitate
sustainable economic vitality. Concepts and diagrams of the reimagined look for
Richmond Highway can be viewed on the project website.
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Current Focus Area COMPREHENS|VE PLAN AMENDMENT

ROAD WIDENING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (VDOT)

Promote revitalization along
Richmond Highway Corridor

Ensure that the health and leisure
needs of residents, visitors, and
employees are well provided in future
development plans

Provide a variety of safe, reliable,
effective, and interconnected
transportation modes

Encourage high-quality urban design

Support the economic success of the
corridor

Maintain the primarily residential
nature of stable communities
surrounding the CBCs

Preserve, enhance and restore the
environment

Recognize and accept responsibility
for the stewardship of heritage
resources

Naturalize/daylight streams and
waterways when possible
Incorporate environmental features
into streets, play areas, gathering
spaces, and areas of respite

Frame Richmond Highway with
building facades and multimodal
paths and sidewalk zones

Locate higher densities around
potential BRT stations

Use urban densities to create places

BRT ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (FCDOT)

(BRT timeline for environmental evaluation only)

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Public Amenities and Assessments

The following were confirmed for the Richmond Highway
Corridor through transportation, environment, and
human services assessments:

The Comp|eted transportation BRT land uses and grld streets
analysis is in support of BRT  Will accommodate future growth

level development of Richmond Highway Corridor
CBCs

The urban parks network will ESieliagWVEIEdee] il NaglE SIS
provide guidance to attainable [sl=Naals]fe)/=le ElpleNaglololSigald=le 1S
and enjoyable acreages of park development is created

spaces

{t

A sufficient level of libraries A sufficient level of fire and
has been identified rescue facilities has been
identified

Heritage resources will
continue to be supported and
encouraged within the
Corridor

The opportunity to provide
an additional school has been
identified

Stay Informed!

Embark project website: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/embarkrichmondhwy
facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse
DPZ-richmondhighway@fairfaxcounty.gov
VDOT project website: http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/richmond_highway.asp

Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). To request this information in an

E Fairfax County ensures nondiscrimination in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI of the

alternate format, contact Fairax Couny Department of Planning and Zoning at 703-324-1334, TTY 711.



Stay Informed!

fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/embarkrichmondhwy

facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse

DPZ-richmondhighway@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/richmond_highway.asp
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Background

Embark Richmond Highway is a multi-year effort involving land use and transportation planning. Contingent upon
adopted Comprehensive Plan recommendations and funding, the effort will include design and construction activities
for a bus rapid transit (BRT) system along Richmond Highway and North Kings Highway. An expanded and connected
system of roadways, walkways, trails and bicycle facilities are planned to work seamlessly with the BRT system that will
operate primarily in dedicated lanes. This planning effort will also address the future extension of the Metrorail Yellow
Line to Hybla Valley.

The components of Embark Richmond Highway include:

(1) A Comprehensive Plan Amendment that will consider the planning goals and objectives for the corridor; land use
density and mix for the areas in the vicinity; and corridor-wide transportation systems, urban design, public
facilities and other elements supportive of BRT.

(2) Road widening to accommodate six vehicular traffic lanes, median-running BRT, and separate bicycle and
pedestrian facilities on both sides of the Richmond Highway.

(3) The implementation of a BRT system to increase transit ridership along the Richmond Highway corridor and
ultimately lead to the future Metrorail extension to Hybla Valley.

The county is currently updating its Comprehensive Plan to support the population and job growth associated with the
planned transit system along the Richmond Highway corridor. The focus of the Plan amendment is planning for
walkable, urban-style mixed use development in the vicinity of the future transit stations, with the goal of creating
vibrant, active communities where people can live, work, shop and play — all with easy access to transit.

Comprehensive Plan Amendment Timeline

Winter 2016/2017 : a5 .
e Spring/Summer 2017 2018

Transportation [ Draft Planning Text Recommendation and
Analysis : Public Hearings

Fall 2016
Refine Land USe
AEHEES

Fall/Winter 2016 _
Transportation Public B
Facilities Assessment

e -

Penn Daw CBC, view looking west Beacon Groveton CBC, view looking east

These conceptual massings represent possible configurations of land use redevelopment with the bus rapid transit. The different
colors represent different land uses.

End of 2017/Early
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