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Advisory Council Meeting

Cathy Hudgins Community Center at Southgate
12125 Pinecrest Rd, Reston, VA 20191

Minutes – October 3, 2023
(Hybrid Meeting held in Person and via ZOOM)

Council Members Present:
In Person: Caren Anton, Maryam Ovissi, Angela Davis,
Darlena Ricks, Gerald Padmore, Yasmine Aquino, Lisa
Hviding
Via Zoom: Gerald Padmore
Council Members Not Present:
Kathleen Jones, Andy Sigle
Community and Staff Present:
Quincy Lewis, Ha Brock, Hapa Siuhengalu, Karen De
Mijango (via Zoom), Brenda Oldknow (via Zoom)
Guests:
Nahom Sewenet (potential youth member)

Meeting Call to Order: Caren Anton, Chairman, at 7:01pm

Tonight’s Agenda: Approved after motion by Angela Davis and second by Maryam Ovissi

Past Meeting Minutes: Approved after motion by Maryam Ovissi and second by Angela Davis

Chairman’s Report (Caren Anton):
• Welcome to new council members Yasmine and Lisa. They will both be Fairfax members on the

board and Kathleen Jones is now filling one of the RA spots on the board.
• Kelsey Myers has resigned.
• We still have a few vacancies. One Fairfax and two RA spots. We also have a Fairfax youth

vacancy but there is a youth who is interested. (He joined for the later part of the meeting.)

Treasurer’s Report (Gerald Padmore):
See Treasurer’s report for detail

• September balance – $6,949.94
• The $750 for the 2023 scholarship will be paid out to the school soon.

CHCC at Southgate – Directors Report (Quincy Lewis and staff):
See Director’s report for detail

• The neighborhood clean-up went well.
• The family dinner night was successful. There were about 40 people served. The next one will be

November 17 and they will need volunteers.
• They plan to advertise the necessity trips more so that people know that that service is available.

2023-2024 Council GOALS
Progress Workplan including:
i. Increase balance in Advisory Fund to

enhance capability to support CHCC
programming efforts

ii. Have all Council members involved in
a minimum of 15 hours of service at
CHCC

iii. Have all Council positions filled
iv. Support CHCC staff to increase

outreach and programming to our
adult communities

v. Have all member complete NCS
Volunteer training
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• The computer class already has a waiting list.
• Community Day will include trunk or treat and the CHCC will need candy and other treats to pass

out. Last year they had over 300 people come through that day.
• A food box was added outside the center by a Girl Scout troop and the troop plans to restock it

weekly.
• CHCC still needs the donation box and QR code for donations to Friends of South Gate.
• They plan to start a basketball team in January.

Reston Association (Ha Brock):
• Ha asked if CHCC would like to host MLK service day again this year and Quincy said that they

would. It will be January 13, 9am-12pm.

Cornerstones Report (Hapa):
• Hapa is the Director of Community Connected Sites and explained that their programming mostly

serves the residents in their areas.
• On October 24 there will be a No Sale Yard Sale at Stonegate.
• November 18 will be the Thanksgiving basket distribution.
• They can share information from CHCC on their newsletters.

Old Business:
• Scholarship Committee (Caren and Darlena) – No update at this time. Plan to have information

available for the CHCC’s January newsletter. Would like to have a landing page on the website for
scholarship information.

• Founders/Emeritus member category (Caren and Andy) – They are looking into if there are other
people who should be included in this.

• Website Update (Gerald and Angela) – Angela will email members asking for updated bio and
pictures.

New Business:
• November 28 Giving Tuesday program (Ha) – We need to edit the letter and create a video.
• Honors College Connects (Andy) – It might not be feasible given the deadline. Caren and Andy

will discuss and look further into this opportunity.
• Ha plans to shop for the supplies needed for the after-school clean-up program.
• Nahom is the youth interested in being a member of the board. He plans to send a bio to Gwen.

Adjourn:
Adjourned at 8:24pm. (Motion by Maryam Ovissi and seconded by Angela Davis.) Next meeting on
October 14th at 7pm.

Friends of South Gate Meeting Minutes:
• Friends of South Gate Meeting immediately followed. Called to order at 8:27pm.
• $300 approved for purchasing candy and other items for the Trunk or Treat. Motion by Maryam

and seconded by Darlena. Caren will shop for the candy and Maryam and Angela will shop for
other small non-food items.
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• $300 approved for purchasing cleaning supplies. Motion by Maryam and seconded by Darlena.
(Ha to shop for these.)

• Meeting adjourned at 8:31pm.
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