CHILD CARE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
April 8, 2025
7:00 p.m.
Government Center
Conference Room 7

Wynne Busman, Mercedes Dash, Evelyn Evans, Tom

MEMBERS PRESENT Fitzpatrick, Anne Goldstein, Valerie Inman, Monica Jackson,
Lisa Farinholt-O’Brien
MEMBERS ABSENT Sangeeta Sarkar
STAFF PRESENT Flor Philips, Suzanne Ritchie
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
PRESENT None
Call to Order

Evelyn Evans, Council Chair, called the April 8, 2025 Child Care Advisory Council meeting
to order at 7:05 p.m.

Review of Minutes

The March 11, 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve
without any changes was made by Anne Goldstein, seconded by Lisa Farinholt-O’Brien,
and passed unanimously.

Information Sharing & Updates

Council member Monica Jackson asked about the proclamation for Early Childhood
Educators Week, which will be held from May 5-9. The text for this proclamation has
already been submitted to the Chairman’s office for review and approval. There is a
recent trend to present proclamations at community events instead of Board of
Supervisors meetings, so it may be possible to invite a supervisor to present the
proclamation at such an event. Staff will check if there are any community events
scheduled for that week.

Jackson also provided a list of other proclamations that could help promote early
childhood education in the county. Her suggestions include:
o Week of the Young Child (April)
Family Engagement Month (November)
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day (May)
Literacy in Early Learning Month (March)
STEAM in Early Childhood Week (Fall or Spring)

O O O O

Council member Lisa Farinholt-O’Brien informed the council that VA Delegate
Laura Jane Cohen, who represents the 15th district, expressed interest in attending
a council meeting. Delegate Cohen wants to understand the Child Care Advisory
Council's (CCAC) priorities regarding child care and the budget. The staff clarified
that Delegate Cohen can attend the meeting to learn more about the council's work.




e During the discussion about the FY26 budget proposal, the council agreed that their
communications to the Board of Supervisors should be consistent and presented
as a unified group. The proposed budget cuts impacting early childhood programs
include the following:

1. Transitioning the Employee Child Care Center to a private provider.

2. Eliminating NCS funding support for the Bridge to Kindergarten Program,
which is administered by FCPS.

3. Eliminating funding for professional development training related to the Ages
and Stages Questionnaire screening tool.

Staff will draft a message that the council can edit and use in their testimony at the
upcoming public hearings on the budget. Additionally, it was suggested that the council
should reestablish alignment with the Human Services Council, particularly during the
budget process.

CCAC Teams Channel

Staff and council members examined the features of the CCAC Teams Channel, with a
focus on the files section. The staff also created a new folder named "FY26 Budget" to
store the draft language for the budget testimony.

Parent representatives(CCAC)
Due to time constraints, this item was postponed and rescheduled for further discussion
at the May 13, 2025 meeting.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. The motion was made by Evelyn Evans and

seconded by Anne Goldstein.

Next Meeting
May 13, 2025
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