CHILD CARE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
February 11, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Virtual meeting via Teams

Wynne Busman (Bolton Landing, NY), Mercedes Dash
(Fairfax), Evelyn Evans, Anne Goldstein (Reston), Val Inman
MEMBERS PRESENT (Herndon), Monica Jackson (Springfield), Lisa Farinholt-
O’Brien, Tom Fitzpatrick, Sangeeta Sarkar (Herndon)
MEMBERS ABSENT None
STAFF PRESENT Rhonda Houck-Morofsky, Flor Philips, Suzanne Ritchie
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
PRESENT None
Call to Order

Evelyn Evans, Council Chair, called the February 11, 2025 Child Care Advisory Council
meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

Review of Minutes

The January 14, 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve
without any changes was made by Wynne Busman, seconded by Monica Jackson, and
passed unanimously.

Information Sharing & Updates
e CCAC member Wynne Busman has heard from Supervisor Jiminez’s office and was
told she will be reappointed on February 18.
e The agenda item about the new CCAC Teams channel has been postponed and will
be included in the agenda for the March meeting.

CLASS observation data

Rhonda Houck-Morofsky, Program Manager of School Readiness, Early Childhood
Programs & Services, gave an update on the Ready Region initiative, including CLASS
observation data. Fairfax County Early Childhood Programs & Services leads the Capital
Area, which includes Fairfax and Arlington counties and the cities of Fairfax, Alexandria,
and Falls Church.

The four focus areas for lead agencies are:
1. Strengthening quality
2. Building relationships
3. Increasing access
4. Engaging families



Progress to date includes forming a family council, hiring a coordinated enrollment
coordinator, securing a mixed delivery grant, conducting classroom observations, and
creating a shared governance team.

The presentation focused on Strengthening Quality through the Virginia Quality Birth to Five
(VQB5) system, which assesses teaching quality for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
based on teacher-child interactions and approved curricula. VQB5 was developed after
finding that 40% of children in Virginia started kindergarten without key skills. In addition,
students from low-income families are less likely to enter kindergarten with the skills
needed to succeed, with only 43% having the necessary skills compared to 63% of their
higher-income peers.

Teacher-child interactions are measured using the Classroom Assessment Scoring System
(CLASS). CLASS observations provide detailed feedback to educators and are conducted
in the fall and spring for every publicly funded birth-five classroom. Scores range from
1.00-7.00, with higher scores indicating better interactions. The score categories are meets
expectations, exceeds expectations, and needs support. Sites that fall into the 'needs
support' category receive mentoring and coaching to help improve the quality of their
teacher-child interactions and scores for future observations.

CLASS observation data for program year one (2023-2024) covered over 700 sites in the
capital region, including centers, schools, and family childcare homes. These sites fell into
the 'meets expectations' category, with an average score of 5.25. Notable variations were
observed, especially in infant observations. Year two scores will be shared this fall.

The second component of strengthening quality is using approved curricula. While VDOE
doesn't mandate its use, sites incorporating curricula in at least one classroom receive an
additional 100 points on their observation scores. Most ECE sites in Virginia use curricula,
with anincrease from 78% in the practice year to 82% in year one. In the capital region,
curriculum use includes 85 centers, 63 family childcare homes, and 94 schools.

VQB5 Quality profiles were published in the fall of 2024. In addition, strategies to recognize
sites that demonstrate improvements in CLASS scores annually are currently being
developed.

Questions from Council Members during the presentation:

Dranesville representative Valerie Inman inquired about the number of families on the
family council and whether there was equal representation. Rhonda responded that there
are 10 representatives, with plans to recruit more, reflecting the capital region's diversity.
Hunter Mill representative Anne Goldstein-Rugel asked for information to share about the
council and emphasized the importance of engaging family voices. Rhonda noted that
while this was a good idea, the newly formed council is still working with the Virginia Early
Childhood Foundation to define its role in the Capital Area Region.

During the curriculum discussion, Mt. Vernon representative Tom Fitzpatrick asked if the
data collected from site was self-reported and whether the names of the curricula used


https://earlychildhoodquality.doe.virginia.gov/

are included. Houck-Morofsky confirmed that the data is self-reported and that sites do
indicate the curricula they use. Anne Goldstein-Rugel inquired if public school sites all use
the same curriculum. Houck-Morofsky responded that FCPS developed and uses its own
curriculum called Program of Study. Arlington County uses Creative Curriculum, with
some sites also using the Montessori method, while public school sites in Falls Church
also use Creative Curriculum.

Rhonda informed the group that they are welcome to send her any additional questions
they may have at a later time.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. The motion was made by Evelyn Evans and

seconded by Mercedes Dash.

Next Meeting
March 11, 2025

7:00 p.m.
In person at the Government Center
Conference Room 4/5
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