CHILD CARE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
January 14, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Virtual meeting via Teams

Wynne Busman (Bolton Landing, NY), Anne Goldstein
(Reston), Val Inman (Herndon), Monica Jackson (Springfield),

MEMBERS PRESENT Lisa Farinholt-O’Brien (Springfield), Sangeeta Sarkar
(Herndon)

MEMBERS ABSENT Mercedes Dash, Evelyn Evans

STAFF PRESENT Flor Philips

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

PRESENT None

Call to Order

Monica Jackson, Council Vice-Chair, called the January 14, 2025 Child Care Advisory
Council meeting to order.

Review of Minutes
The November 12, 2024 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve

without any changes was made by Wynne Busman, seconded by Anne Goldstein, and
passed unanimously.

Information Sharing & Updates

Term expiration dates
e The staff reviewed CCAC members' term expiration dates. The re-appointment

process for members Valerie Inman and Wynne Busman is taking longer than
expected. Members whose terms expire in 2025 include:

Sangeeta Sarkar (February 28)

o Evelyn Evans (September 30)

o Mercedes Dash (September 30)

o Thomas Fitzpatrick (September 30)

@)

County Lobbying Policy
e CCAC members reviewed the annual memorandum regarding the County’s
lobbying policy before the meeting.

o Advocacy Procedure: To maintain consistency and effectiveness in the county’s
lobbying activities:

= BAC Members Interested in Advocacy: Members of a Board,
Authority, or Commission (BAC) interested in advocating on
behalf of their BAC should first contact the County’s Richmond
legislative team, led by Claudia Arco.



= Individual Advocacy: If a BAC member is lobbying as an
individual and not representing their BAC, there is no need to
contact the legislative team.

Any specific questions regarding the policy or lobbying activities on behalf of the
CCAC can be sent to Flor or Suzanne who can pass them on to the legislative staff
for review.

County Updates

e The 2025 Annual School Readiness Symposium, hosted by Fairfax Futures is
scheduled for March 22. The theme is Cultivating Quality in Early Childhood
Education.

e The County’s Budget process timeline was reviewed. The County Executive will
release the FY 2026 Advertised Budget Plan on February 18. The Board of
Supervisors will hold public hearings on the budget April 22-24. There could be
opportunities for the council to go to the hearings, depending on how the advertised
budget impacts funding for ECE.

e Early Childhood Programs and Services (ECPS) once again received the Ready
Region grant and will continue to serve as the lead agency for the Capital region.
The grant is effective July 1, 2025 and the duration is for the next three years.

e Staff will provide an update on the Equitable School Readiness Strategic Plan in
February. The focus groups have concluded and included engagement with
families, providers and non-profit partners. The steering committee will meetin
February and plans to have a draft of the goals in place. The plan should be
completed by March or April.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. The motion was made by Lisa Farinholt-O’Brien

and seconded by Wynne Busman.

Next Meeting
February 11, 2025

7:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting via Teams


https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/budget-process-timeline

