
Unite, Uplift  
& Celebrate! 

A Black History Month Celebration

 A CENTURY OF BLACK HISTORY 
COMMEMORATIONS: 

PROMOTE, PROTECT, PRESERVE

Friday, February 20, 2026 • 5 p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center

12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22035

Fairfax County Presents
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Reception
5:30 – 6 p.m.

SAXOPHONE PERFORMANCE
Tony Craddock

Program
6 – 8:30 p.m. 

WELCOME
Mistress of Ceremonies:  Nelfred “Tilly” Blanding

Retiree • Fairfax County Government

BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM: “LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING”
Nikki Joy Brown

Founder of  The Culture Cup

INVOCATION
Rev. Dr. Keith E. Donalson, Sr.

Senior Pastor • Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church • Herndon, VA

YOUTH PERFORMANCES
Lady Wolves Step Team 

Step Team • Westgate School Age Child Care (SACC)
Lady Panthers

Cheer Team • Gum Springs Community Center

PROCLAMATION & REMARKS
Jeffrey C. McKay

Chairman At-Large • Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Rodney L. Lusk

Franconia District Supervisor • Fairfax County Board  of Supervisors
Bryan J. Hill

County Executive • Fairfax County Government

PERFORMANCE
Mobile Joy
Musical Group

POEM
Bennie Herron

Father Engagement Supervisor • Fairfax County Department of Family Services

PERFORMANCE
Mobile Joy
Musical Group

FEATURED SPEAKER
Rev. Trevor L. Black

 Pastor • Peace Baptist Church • Dunn Loring, VA

POEM
Bennie Herron

Father Engagement Supervisor • Fairfax County Department of Family Services

COMEDIAN
“Miss Clareese”

Roxanne David
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Jeffrey C. McKay
CHAIRMAN

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Bryan J. Hill
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Fairfax County Government

Rodney L. Lusk
FRANCONIA DISTRICT SUPERVISOR
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Rev. Dr. Keith E. Donalson, Sr.
SENIOR PASTOR

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Herndon, VA

Tony Craddock
SAXOPHONIST

Bennie Herron
POET

Father Engagement Supervisor  
Fairfax County Department of 

Family Services

The Lady Wolves 
STEP TEAM 

Westgate SACC

Nikki Joy Brown
SINGER 

Founder of 
The Culture Cup

“Lift Ev’ry Voice & Sing”
James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past, Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy might, Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

 Shadowed beneath Thy hand, May we forever stand,
True to our God, True to our native land.

Nelfred “Tilly” Blanding 
MISTRESS OF CEREMONY

Retiree
Fairfax County Government

Lady Panthers
CHEER TEAM 
Gum Springs 

Community Center

Mobile Joy
MUSIC GROUP

Roxanne David 
“Miss Clareese”

COMEDIAN
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One Fairfax is a joint racial and social equity policy of the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors and School Board. The 2016 One Fairfax Resolution 

commits the county and schools to intentionally consider equity 
when making policies or delivering programs and services.

It is the commitment to promote fairness and justice in the formation of public 
policy that results in all residents – regardless of age, race, color, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, religion, national origin, marital status, disability, 
socio-economic status or neighborhood of residence or other characteristics – 

having opportunity to fully participate in the region’s economic vitality, contribute 
to its readiness for the future, and connect to its assets and resources.

The One Fairfax Policy establishes shared definitions, focus areas, processes 
and organizational structure to help county and school leaders to look 

intentionally, comprehensively and systematically at barriers that may be 
creating gaps in opportunity. The One Fairfax Policy includes a purpose, 

definitions, areas of focus to promote equity, process and roles.

Rev. Trevor L. Black
 Featured Speaker 

Pastor • Peace Baptist Church • Dunn Loring, VA

Rev. Trevor L. Black brings more than 25 years of dedicated ministry experience, 
combining theological depth, pastoral wisdom and practical application of 

Scripture to serve congregations and communities. A native of Columbus, Ohio, 
now residing in Aldie, Virginia, Reverend Black is blessed to share life and ministry 

with his wife, Dr. Twana Black, and their three children: Taylor, Tylor and Ty.
 

Reverend Black’s passion is to inspire, encourage and uplift people by applying biblical 
truth in relevant, practical ways to twenty-first-century challenges. He ministers from 

the conviction that authentic Christian leadership flows from servanthood, living by his 
personal motto: “If servitude is beneath you, then leadership is beyond you!” His core 

belief centers on the scriptural mandate to love all neighbors regardless of appearance 
or origin, and to faithfully feed and restore those whom the world has wounded.

 
Reverend Black’s unique combination of theological training, extensive correctional 

and youth ministry experience, make him an excellent choice for speaking 
engagements, where there must be clarity, conviction and compassion.
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HISTORICAL MARKERS  
Celebrate Black History Month by Visiting the 

County’s Historical MarkersProclamation

WHEREAS, Black History Month, first nationally recognized in 1976 and observed 
each February, honors the legacy, culture, resilience and contributions of

African Americans and provides an opportunity to recognize their profound impact while 
acknowledging the persistent inequities and injustices faced by our Black communities 

in the United States, the Commonwealth of Virginia and Fairfax County; and

WHEREAS, Fairfax County acknowledges its complex history with 
our historically Black communities and recognizes that past injustices 

continue to shape present realities and future opportunities; and

WHEREAS, African Americans have made invaluable contributions to the growth and 
success of our nation and Fairfax County, with lasting achievements in education, science, 

technology, the arts, public service, business and social justice movements; and

WHEREAS, Fairfax County continues to honor Black history by 
recognizing and uplifting the individuals whose leadership, service, and 

advocacy have made a lasting impact on our community; and

WHEREAS, the 2026 Black History Month theme, “A Century of Black History
Commemorations: Promote, Protect, Preserve,” serves as a call to action to preserve the 

history and memory of Black life. We celebrate the countless contributions of African
Americans that have benefited everyone while reaffirming Fairfax County’s 

commitment to fostering a more just and fair county for all; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, on behalf of 
all residents of Fairfax County, does hereby proclaim February 2026 as

Black History Month
in Fairfax County and encourages all residents to unite in recognizing, uplifting and

celebrating African American history, heritage, culture and contributions.

This Black History Month, we invite community members to explore five 
historical markers that honor the lives and legacies of Black Americans who 
shaped our community. These markers, installed through the Black/African 

American Historical Marker Project, tell powerful stories of resilience, leadership, 
and advocacy. An added bonus, they’re right here in our neighborhoods.

Lillian Blackwell – Oakton High School (Vienna) 

Gunnell’s Chapel – Clemyjontri Park (McLean) 

The Enslaved 16 – West Springfield High School (Springfield) 

General Colin L. Powell – Colin Powell Elementary School (Centreville) 

Louise Archer – Louise Archer Elementary School (Vienna) 

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
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Special Thanks 

Scan to Learn More About the Black History Month Program

Jeffrey C. McKay, Chairman,  
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Bryan J. Hill, Fairfax County Executive

Rodney L. Lusk,  
Franconia District Supervisor 

The Culture Cup

Fairfax County Cable and  
Consumer Affairs 

Fairfax County Department of Family 
Services – Foster Care and Adoption

Fairfax County Fire & Rescue

Fairfax County Health Department

Fairfax County Meeting Space 
Management and Event Support

Fairfax County Neighborhood and 
Community Services

Fairfax County Park Authority

Fairfax County Police Civilian  
Review Panel 

Fairfax County Police Department

Fairfax County Wellness Health 
Promotion and Prevention

Fairfax/Falls Church Community  
Services Board

Leadership Fairfax 

League of Women Voters

NAACP Fairfax Chapter

One Fairfax

What The Chef Catering



Reasonable accommodations made upon request; call 703-324-7483, TTY 711. 
A Fairfax County, Virginia publication. 2/2026
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SCAN TO TAKE OUR SURVEY

The Black History Month Committee thanks you for attending. 

We hope to see you next year!

Tilly Blanding

Ramona Carroll

Chelsi Conaway

Samantha Korkowski

Emma Marshall

Andrea Richardson

Jernita Smith

Dale T. Wallace

Paul Woods


