
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Early Childhood Programs and Services

Child Care in the 

Ready Region
Capital Area 
Cost, Capacity and Access 
Ready Region Capital Area (RRCA) is part of Virginia’s statewide 
e˜ort to strengthen early childhood care and education 
systems through regional coordination and collaboration. 
This page presents key ÿndings from the Fall 2025 survey 
examining the availability of child care and current market 
rates or center-based and family child care programs across 
the RRCA.* 

Market Rates 
Over half (71%) of all programs responded to 
the market rate survey, providing a strong, 
up-to-date picture of child care cost. Child care 
rates in the RRCA are on average about 69% 
higher than the rest of the state.** A 2025 “Wall 
Street Journal” report showed that child care 
costs in the capital area (Arlington) were the 
highest in the nation. 

Supply, Waitlists and Vacancies 
Across the Ready Region Capital Area, 54% of programs responded to the supply survey. While supply constraints are 
concentrated in the youngest ages, many centers report no waitlists. 

Costs 
Child care is signiÿcantly more 
expensive in the RRCA than in 

the rest of the state. 

Capacity 
Capacity exists, especially in 
family child care programs. 

Age 
Infant and toddler care is limited, 

while preschool-age care 
is more widely available. 
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Family Child Care 
Seventy-six percent of responding family child 
care programs reported no waitlist. 

Eighty-one percent of responding family child 
care programs reported one or more vacancies. 
A majority of family child care programs 
reported no waitlists and open spots, indicating 
untapped capacity. 

Center Child Care 
Eighty-four percent of responding centers 
reported no waitlist and 16% reported a waitlist 
in one or more age levels. 

Fifty-ÿve percent of responding RRCA centers 
reported they have vacancies. Vacancy rates 
˛uctuate among the di˜erent age groups, with 
preschool-age showing the largest availability. 

The survey 
responses 
indicate: 

For more information about the Ready Region Capital Area, visit www.FairfaxCounty.gov Search: RRCA 

*The Capital Area region includes Arlington County, the City of Alexandria, the City of Fairfax, the City of Falls Church and Fairfax County. 
**Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (Statewide Median Annual Price for ECCE Services, 2025 – when excluding RRCA). 
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