
The SACC winter program offered fun and 
adventure for children at 23 locations across 
the county. The winter curriculum, 
“S.T.E.A.M.: And the Answer Is…,” provided 
an opportunity for children to delve into the 
areas of science, technology, engineering, art 
and math.  

Throughout the program, SACC staff provided 
fun, hands-on experiences to engage 
children’s interests and imaginations. 
Children enjoyed the opportunity to spend 
time with friends as they conducted 
experiments, made new discoveries, and 
learned fun facts while participating in a 
variety of S.T.E.A.M. activities. Children 
enjoyed experiences such as edible 
chemistry and cooking, designing and 
building structures, coding, creating slime, 

experimenting with colors and patterns in 
tie-dying, making crystals, and exploring the 
science and technology behind favorite 
sports and fitness activities. 

As children experimented, invented and 
created, they also learned fun facts they 
could use to answer questions in the 
program’s culminating event, Our SACC 
Game Show. SACC Regional Supervisor 
Jason Northrop shared the concept behind 
the game show, “We wanted each child to be 
able to take the S.T.E.A.M. information they 
learned from their experiences and use that 
knowledge to participate in the end of the 
week gameshow challenge. It was a fun way 
to engage children with S.T.E.A.M. and 
highlight their discoveries.” 

Spotlight on S.T.E.A.M.  
During SACC’s Winter Program 
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Photos capturing winter fun at Shrevewood and Colin Powell SACC: 
Putting the finishing touches on this one-of-a-kind creation. 
Slime is so fun to experiment with!
Measuring the dimensions of this structure and shoring up its stability.
Children put their imaginations to work making unique designs.
Children are delighted by the stickiness of the slime they created.
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Several Head Start parents and a 
community agency representative 
were recently elected to the Head 
Start Policy Council. 
Representatives’ responsibilities 
include sharing governance with the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
in the planning, operation and 
evaluation of Fairfax County Head 
Start programs. 

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors’ 
Vice Chair Penny Gross performed 
the swearing-in ceremony in which 
the officers and other members 
pledged to support the mission and 

goals of the Head Start program and 
serve as representatives of the 
Policy Council. 

So far, this year’s representatives 
have been very active and engaged. 
The chair and vice-chair presented 
information and answered questions 
on Head Start grant applications 
and budgets before the Policy 
Council.

“Serving on the Policy Council is a 
great way for family members to 
grow professionally and personally 
while being involved in decisions 
that shape their children’s 

education. Their commitment makes 
all the difference in the strength of 
our program,” said Head Start 
Director Jennifer Branch.

Head Start Policy 
Council Takes Action

Although change is often good, it can be 
stressful. As families receiving services from 
the Infant and Toddler Connection anticipate 
the transition out of the program, they often 
have many questions such as:

 � What are our plans for services and 
supports after ITC? 

 � Who can I ask for help?
 � What will be the best options for my 
child’s or family’s unique needs?

In February, approximately 50 ITC families 
gathered at the Fairfax County Government 
Center to begin the transition from early 
intervention services to early childhood 
special education and/or community child 
care and education. The annual ITC 
Transition Workshop and Resource Fair is a 
collaboration between the Office for Children 
and Fairfax County Public Schools, and it is 
supported by many private and public 
community partner organizations. 

Families were welcomed by many ITC staff 
and volunteers who set up family break and 
play spaces, refreshments and private 
meeting spaces. Workshop presenters 
included Jennie Smith, special projects 

teacher of FCPS Early Childhood 
Identification and Services; and Marissa 
Meyer, a child care specialist with Child Care 
Assistance and Referral. They shared 
valuable information about being an 
informed advocate for a child with special 
needs or delays. ITC’s own family support 
liaisons Benae Casino and Mia Batson 
shared their transition stories with parents; 
letting them know that they are not alone, 
and that they are doing a great job being 
proactive about their child’s transition! 

Twenty-seven community partner agencies 
provided information to families on their 
services at the resource fair. Through a 
survey, one ITC parent shared that the event 
and information “opened our eyes as to what 
to expect.” Another parent enjoyed 
“receive[ing] more clarification on the 
process from parents who have been 
through it.” Still other parents shared that 
the resource fair was the most beneficial 
aspect of the event for their family’s needs. 
No matter what is coming next for parents 
and their little ones, ITC’s Transition 
Workshop and Resource Fair offers 
something for everyone!
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Front row, left to right: Jennifer Branch (Head 
Start director); Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors Vice Chair Penny Gross; Heather 
Thomas (vice chairperson) Back row: Abdeltif 
Bensouda (chairperson); Yesenia Lemus; 
Mekonnen Simore; Munkhjargal Jamsran 
(treasurer); Rehab El Banna (parliamentarian); 
David Aratuo; Mai Nour; Meg Marcus (commu-
nity representative). Alexa Bermudez (secre-
tary) (not pictured).

Next Steps, New Adventures  

2



The Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE) recognizes the 
importance of positive interactions 
between adults and the children 
with whom they spend their days. 
The quality of these interactions 
will now be measured in programs 
participating in the Virginia 
Preschool Initiative (VPI), the 
state’s program for 4 year olds.   

An engaging environment and an 
understanding of the impact that 
effective interactions have on child 
outcomes led to the development 
of the Classroom Assessment 
Scoring System (CLASS), an 
observation tool that reliably and 
accurately measures interactions, 
including social-emotional and 
academic development. Beginning 
in Fall 2019, all VPI classrooms 
across the state will be observed 
twice a year by a reliable CLASS 
observer. 

VPI classrooms in Fairfax County 
have already been observed using 
CLASS and are now participating in 
a pilot program with the University 
of Virginia’s Center for the 
Advanced Study of Teaching and 
Learning (UVA CASTL) to determine 
the effectiveness of the feedback 
and professional learning that is 
part of the CLASS observation 
cycle. Participation in the pilot 
allows educators to provide 
feedback to CASTL on their 
observation experience and the 
professional learning opportunities 
designed to build a shared 
understanding of how to 
demonstrate interactions that 
promote emotional support, 
cognitive stimulation and an 
engaging classroom environment.

The results of the pilot will inform 
the VDOE as it partners with other 
departments to develop 

a state-wide unified early 
childhood system. This system will 
support Virginia’s goal of ensuring 
that by 2022, more children will 
be successful when they enter 
kindergarten.

Fairfax County VPI Director Rhonda 
Houck-Morofsky, stated, “I am very 
excited that VPI will be including 
CLASS Pre-K observations as part 
of a unified early childhood 
system. This will improve the 
quality of educator and child 
interactions and increase positive 
school readiness outcomes for 
children. The results of CLASS 
observations will provide 
professional growth opportunities 
that focus on optimizing the 
high-quality experiences that 
children will receive every day.”

Virginia Preschool Initiative  
Participates in State CLASS® Pilot
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Fairfax County recognizes staff who have reached service milestones of 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 
or more years of employment with the county. Here are Office for Children staff who reached 
milestones in 2018.

10 Years
Hassan Ahmed

Digna Avila
Betty Callejas
Mirella Castro

Suzette Christian
Keysha Corbin

Richard Daley, Jr.
Adima Dias

Amy Downing
Andrew Ellett
Keith Forte
Mariel Fox

Daisha Grayson
Mohamed Hajigurban

Brandon Hamilton
Lisa Harding
Teresa Harris

Maria Henriquez
Deyonna Jackson

Lizanne Jilg
Summra Khan

Jennifer Kingsley
Leroy Leonen
Nicole Lynn

Tomasa Maradiaga
Miesha Mason

Latonya Monroe
Saliha Mourtaza

Eun Park
Cherise Pinto
Karen Quist

Orzono Robinson
Jessica Sherman

Ivory Smith

Yolanda Smith
Noreen Stoutt

Jason Troy
Bianca Word
Sarah Yang

15 Years
Bonnie Arjona

Alia Bowen
Patricia Cantu
Heather Carey
Margo Digbeu

Donald Easley, Jr.
Pamela Evans

Tamia Fleet
Emma Frederick

Chris Galindo
Tiffany Howard

Joshua Mcquiston
Lorenzo Megginson

Belkis Negron
Martha Yarboro 

20 Years
Angela Archie

Tina Bell
Laurentia Blay
Latoya Dunkley
Lonya Graham
Juan Loayza

Tayanda Nesbitt
Samantha Nichols-Whitfield

Shirley Palmer

Tonya Saules
Chanel Wright

25 Years 
Suman Abrol
Andrew Ames

Lee An
Helen Brewer-Irons

Shirley Carter
Denise Chapa

Lawrence Clark
Michelle Diggs

Sharon Gamache
Kamini Jassal

Rocio Sotil
Celia Williams

30 Years 
Susan Allen
Gale Baker

Mary Caskey
Joanne Kennedy
Julianne Remer

Elizabeth McNair

35 Years 
Jean Dennis

Susan Deremer

Length of Service

Where a TTY number is not indicated, use 711/Virginia 
Relay. Reasonable accommodations made upon request; 
call 703-324-8000.
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This employee newsletter is published by the Office for Children, a 
division of the Fairfax County Dept. of Family Services. If you have any 
questions, contact Angela Morlu at 703-324-7528 or Nancy McDonough at 
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