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Work Set To Begin on Unique Neighborhood Park in Annandale 
 
The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) is overseeing the construction of the Annandale Civic Space, 

a unique hybrid park project located in downtown Annandale. The project will transform an underutilized 

portion of the open space at the former Annandale Elementary School into a versatile, Americans with 

Disabilities Act accessible civic space for the Annandale community. The revitalized open space will 

serve as a community hub and will contribute toward the long-term vision for the Annandale Community 

Business Center (CBC).  

 

The project is a shining example of collaboration and partnership between the FCPA and the Fairfax 

County government.  The Department of Planning and Development played an instrumental role in 

facilitating extensive community engagement to inform the design of the park space starting in 2018. It 

also coordinated a pop-up programming series on the site in 2019. The overall design includes a civic 

plaza with seating, educational garden, great lawn with topography playground, and parking area capable 

of hosting “pop-up” community activities and special events. 

 

Contractors will begin to mobilize on the site to perform necessary site preparations within the coming 

weeks. This initial work will include the removal of trees from the property, including from along the 

eastern border adjacent to the volunteer fire station and along Daniels Avenue. Tree removal is required 

to accommodate the grading considerations on the property and to eliminate trees that are invasive, 

hazardous and unhealthy. The existing trees will be replaced with new native trees and plantings 

throughout the site. 

 

Active construction on the Annandale Civic Space is expected to be completed by early fall. The total 

capital cost of the project is estimated at $700,000 and is being financed through a mixture of funding 

sources, including an Environmental Improvement Program grant, Economic Opportunity Reserve funds, 

Mason District Revitalization funds and discretionary funds contributed by Mason District Supervisor 

Penny Gross’ office. 

 

The Annandale Civic Space is located in the Mason District at 7200 Columbia Pike in Annandale, 

Virginia. For more information about the project design, features and timeline, visit the Annadale Civic 

Space webpage at www.fcrevite.org/annandale-park-civic-space. Questions may be directed to the FCPA 

Public Information Office at 703-246-5092 or by emailing Parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
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Park Authority Executive Director Earns MORE Recognition 
 
Mid-Atlantic Off-Road Enthusiasts Inc. (MORE) recently awarded Fairfax County Park Authority 

Executive Director Jai Cole with its 2022 Virginia Land Manager of the Year Award.  

 

MORE emphasizes the need for communities to work together to create future stewards who will value 

and protect public resources and open spaces for generations to come. The Land Manager of the Year 

Award recognizes an individual who is dedicated to forming partnerships to create infrastructure for all 

residents and visitors to enjoy.  

 

In a statement released by MORE, the organization praised Cole’s energy and engaging approach with 

residents and community partners to help make parks and amenities more accessible to everyone.  

 

“It was quite impressive to see her put her words and intent into action as she visited each and every park, 

talking to community leaders and volunteers who give of their time to enhance park use experiences. Park 

experiences create future stewards, supporters and funders.”  

 

Upon her arrival at the Fairfax County Park Authority, Cole embarked on a yearlong countywide tour of 

the county’s 420 parks. Throughout the initiative, Cole demonstrated a commitment to diving beneath the 

data points and demographics to reach the life experiences of community leaders, residents and park staff 

who give life, meaning and true value to Fairfax County’s park system.  

 

Revisit the highlights of Jai Cole’s Park Tour from every district in Fairfax County on YouTube at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmDdEUNA2qM. 
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Park Authority Secures Spot on 2023 Best Summer Camps List  
 
The incredible roster of summer camps hosted by the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) has received 

recognition as one of Northern Virginia Magazine’s 2023 Best Summer Camps. Magazine readers voted 

for the local camps they love most and FCPA camps made the list of the top choices to send children to 

this summer.   

 

The county offers more than 200 types of summer camps designed for children ages 3 to 16. Camps offer 

a combined 1,246 individual weeks of activities and programming across 50 locations in Fairfax County, 

and virtually as well. “This makes us really special because it’s easy to find several camps in locations 

that are convenient for everyone in Fairfax County,” Emilie Shumate, FCPA Youth Services Section 

Manager, said. 

 

Camps provide new experiences that help children grow and develop socially, physically and cognitively. 

Camps serve a variety of interests, including athletics, aquatics, adventure, arts and crafts, science and 

technology, farm and nature, performing arts, and variety and specialty camps. This summer, campers can 

learn various skills, such as acting, forming a rock band, building robots, learning survival skills, cooking, 

building your own business and much more!  

 

Explore the extensive offerings in the Camp Guide or by visiting the Camps webpage at  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/camps.  

 
 

### 

 

 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
12055 Government Center Parkway                       For Inclusion and ADA Support, 

Fairfax, VA 22035-5500                 call 703-324-8563 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks                      TTY: VA Relay 711 

              @fairfaxparks 

 

Ben Boxer, PIO                  March 22, 2023 

E-mail: parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov                           PSA-042 

Inquiries: 703-246-5092  
 

Enjoy the Bluebells and Spring Wildflowers Blooming in the Parks 
 
Lace up your hiking shoes, grab your camera and enjoy the ephemeral wildflowers that bloom in our 

parks. Ephemeral flowers are those that bloom temporarily. Their short-lived beauty allows them to grow 

and reproduce quickly before the canopy of the forest comes alive. Take advantage of the opportunity to 

get out, during this limited time, to see many of our native ephemeral blooms including bluebells, toad 

lilies, spring beauties, may apples and more! 

 

Check out these upcoming programs to learn about wildflowers. 

 

Spring Wildflowers Programs 

March 25 (10 to 11:30 a.m.): Spring Wildflowers and Bald Eagles Family Walk, Riverbend Park, $9 

March 26 (9 to 11 a.m.): Spring Wildflowers at Scotts Run, Scotts Run Nature Preserve, $10 

April 1 (10 to 11:30 a.m.): Spring Wildflowers and Bald Eagles Family Walk, Riverbend Park, $9 

April 2 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Waterfalls and Wildflowers Hike, Scotts Run Nature Preserve, $10 

April 6 (9 to 11 a.m.): Spring Wildflowers at Scotts Run, Scotts Run Nature Preserve, $10 

April 13 (4 to 5 p.m.): Wonderful Wildflowers, Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, $7 

April 14 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Waterfalls and Wildflowers Hike, Scotts Run Nature Preserve, $10 

April 16 (10 to 11 a.m.): Wildflowers Walk and Craft, Burke Lake Park, $8 

April 30 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Managing for Native Wildflowers, Riverbend Park, $10 

May 6 (Noon to 1 p.m.): Wildflowers Walk and Craft, Burke Lake Park, $8 

May 7 (3 to 4 p.m.): Wonderful Wildflowers, Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, $7 

 

Register for one or more of the programs above by going to Parktakes at 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes and searching “wildflowers.”  

 

Bluebells Wildflower Programs & Events 

March 27 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Bluebells and Bloodroots, Riverbend Park, $9 

March 31 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Bluebells and Bloodroots, Riverbend Park, $9 

April 8 (10 a.m. to noon and noon to 2 p.m.): Bluebells at the Bend, Riverbend Park, $10 /$12  

April 16 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.): Bluebells and Bloodroots, Riverbend Park, $9 

 

Register for one or more of the programs above by going to Parktakes at 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes and searching “bluebells.” 

 

To learn more about spring wildflowers in our parks, visit the Wildflowers webpage at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/early-wildflowers. 

 

 

 



 

Burke Lake Park is located 7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station. For more information, please call 703-323-

6600 or visit Burke Lake Park at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burke-lake. 

 

Ellanor C. Lawrence Park is located at 5040 Walney Road, Chantilly. For more information, please call 

703-631-0013 or visit Ellanor C. Lawrence Park at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/eclawrence. 

 

Riverbend Park is located at 8700 Potomac Hills Street, Great Falls. For more information, please call 

703-759-9018 or visit Riverbend Park at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend. 

 

Scott’s Run Nature Preserve is located at 7400 Georgetown Pike McLean. For more information, please 

call Riverbend Park at 703-759-9018 or visit Riverbend Park at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/scotts-run. 
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