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Chairman’s Choice Award
	
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman, Sharon Bulova 

Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bu-
lova has been an ardent supporter of parks 
throughout more than 30 years of service 
on the Board of Supervisors, including 10 
years as Board Chairman. Over the course 
of time, she repeatedly stood behind the 
Park Authority through both healthy and 
lean budget times, demonstrating stalwart 
support for parks as budgets were being cut 
across the county. She was instrumental in 
the Park Authority’s successful quests to re-
ceive Gold Medal recognition and national 
accreditation several times. 

Chairman Bulova helped to fuel the park 
system’s growth in 2002 by serving as a 
champion for the transfer of 264.3 acres to 
the Park Authority.  Her leadership led to 
acquisition of the Lorton Prison site and its 
conversion to Laurel Hill, which is now home to 
significant parkland and a renowned golf course. 
She bolstered the region’s cultural stewardship 
commitment through her support for historic 
Oak Hill via an easement and the Resident Cura-
tor Program. The retiring Chairman showed her 
support for parks with her attendance at count-
less groundbreakings and ribbon-cutting cere-
monies over the years at a wide variety of venues. 
In addition to supporting the Fairfax County 
Park Board, and working collaboratively with 
park leadership and staff, Chairman Bulova was 
always quick to show her support for the dedicat-
ed volunteers who provide essential services to 
the Park Authority. 

Chairman’s Choice Awards 

The Fairfax County Park Authority 
Board established the Chairman’s Choice 
Award this year to recognize outstanding 
long-term support for and service to the 
Park Authority. This award honors those 
whose efforts have provided a critical 
contribution to the agency’s nationally
accredited facilities and programs in 
its commitment to provide diverse 
constituencies with award-winning park 
services. 

Chairman’s Choice Award recipients 
must demonstrate significant 
contributions to the Park Authority 
over a period of five years or more. 
The award recognizes outstanding, 
tangible support in areas such as land 
growth, facility development, financial 
management or a combination of 
such factors. This award will be given 
periodically as deemed appropriate by 
the Park Authority Board. 



John C. Cook has represented the Braddock 
District on the Board of Supervisors for 
more than 10 years, demonstrating  strong 
support for the Park Authority throughout 
his tenure. When funding was required, 
he has been a key supporter, including 
support of Park Bonds needed to fund 
the capital projects program.  Supervisor 
Cook has been particularly active in work 
regarding Lake Accotink Park.  He engaged 
with stakeholders repeatedly to find out 
the desires of the community relating to 
preservation of the lake. In 2014 he put 
forward $179,000 for an additional study 
that helped define some of the problems 
facing the lake in the future and possible 
solutions, such as dredging. Two years later, 
he provided invaluable input on the Lake 
Accotink Master Plan and, in collaboration 

with other county leaders, put forth solutions 
that will save the lake and identify funding to do 
so. 
He supported the establishment of a Land Use 
and Environmental Management Committee 
for the Braddock District, and he recognized 
volunteers for their work with the county 
in Invasive Management. He participated in 
countless groundbreaking ceremonies, including 
one for the Wakefield Run stream restoration 
project, and was involved with the Monticello 
Park working group meetings. 
The Supervisor backed the Park Authority’s 
cultural preservation efforts at Oak Hill and on 
the Resident Curator Program, and he advanced 
healthy food options for county residents with 
his support of the Park Authority’s Farmers 
Market program in the Braddock District. 
He attended the joint Park Authority-Korean 
Association Korean Culture Night at the newly 
renovated Ossian Hall Park and supported the 
Braddock Nights Summer Concert Series. 

Chairman’s Choice Award 
Supervisor John C. Cook, Braddock District 



Catherine M. Hudgins has served on the 
Board since 2000, during which time she 
has provided strong backing for the Park 
Authority, especially during lean budget 
times. She recognized the need to preserve 
open space and secure parkland.  To that 
end, she helped the Park Authority grow by 
voting to transfer 22 acres of land for Arrow-
head Park and recommended acquisition of 
adjacent parcels to Frying Pan Farm Park. 

Supervisor Hudgins joined Park Authority 
leadership and staff at Lake Fairfax Park, 
marking the beginning of a vital expansion 
project at the Water Mine Family Swimmin’ 
Hole. She worked on agreements resulting 
in Stratton Woods Park and has supported 
the lighting of ballfields, including those at 
Stratton Woods. Hudgins raised concerns 
with the Board of Supervisors to protect trees in 
Old Courthouse Spring Branch Stream Valley 
Park, and she was on hand for the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the first synthetic field at Not-
toway Park. She supported the naming of Fred 
Crabtree Park and the Dog Daze/Wag Fest events 
at both her district office and at the Lake Fairfax 
Water Mine. As far back as 2005 she sponsored 
the event “Skate Parks on Wheels” at Wakefield 
Skate Park and planned additional events. 

Chairman’s Choice Award 
Supervisor Catherine M. Hudgins, Hunter Mill District 



Providence District Supervisor Linda Q. 
Smyth has demonstrated support for the 
Park Authority in many ways since joining 
the Board in 2003. She was particularly 
active in support of Nottoway Park, working 
with the Park Authority to establish the 
county’s first synthetic ball diamond. 
Supervisor Smyth participated in the 
Recover the Forest program at Nottoway 
Park which removed invasive plants and 
trees. In addition, she participated in annual 
egg hunts at the park. 
However, her leadership and vision for 
the development of Tysons as an urban 
hub with green spaces and recreational 
opportunity is perhaps among the most 
important accomplishments of her tenure.  
Places such as Ken Lawrence Park and 

Quantum Park stand as examples of that 
commitment. Smyth was instrumental in the 
proffer and development of Briarwood Park and 
offered 100% backing for the Park Authority in 
response to development outlined in the Tysons 
Corner Task Force report. She supported the 
Master Plan for Oak Marr Park, specifically for 
lighted fields, and backed the Park Authority on 
completing a Master Plan for South Railroad 
Street Park. Smyth supported National Public 
Lands Day to draw attention to the importance of 
parks and public green spaces. She participated 
in briefings with the Park Authority on 
rectangular fields and green space at Tysons. 
Smyth also identified a proffer for the Westgate 
fields project at Westgate Elementary School. 
She supported the renovation of Providence 
RECenter and backed the Park Authority’s 
cultural preservation efforts by supporting 
the Resident Curator Program. She supported 
volunteer efforts by holding a VolunteerFest. 

Chairman’s Choice Award 
Supervisor Linda Q. Smyth, Providence District 



 
 

Harold L. Strickland Partnership and Collaboration Award
The Earth Sangha, founders Lisa and Chris Bright, 

and Sophia Lynn and David Charles Frederick 

Since 2004, The Earth Sangha has provided 
oversight of the Marie Butler Leven Preserve, 
including significant invasive management and 
creation of a Native Arboretum. The group has 
created a “Local Ecotype” Native Wild Plant 
Nursery with plants available for local planting 
projects, including many county park. They also 
donate or discount many plants for use in other 
county projects. 

At the group’s own substantial expense and 
through the efforts of generous, community-
minded individuals. The Earth Sangha has 
restored the existing house at the Marie 
Butler Leven Preserve. The Earth Sangha also 
coordinated the donation of thousands of hours 
of staff and volunteer time to Park Authority-
related fieldwork projects. It has built a broader 
and more committed constituency for parks 
and local ecology through hands-on fieldwork 
and schoolyard native plant gardens by school 
children. 

Harold L. Strickland 
Partnership and 
Collaboration Award 

The Harold L. Strickland Partnership 
and Collaboration Award established 
in June 2015 honors the former  Park 
Board member’s long service and 
significant contributions to the Park 
Authority. This award recognizes the 
value and importance of teamwork 
and cooperation necessary to provide 
varied constituencies with state-
of-the-art facilities in our Fairfax 
County Parks, often at limited, 
reduced or no capital expense to the 
taxpayer. 

Nominees demonstrate significant 
long-term accomplishments that 
provide the residents of Fairfax 
County with tangible examples 
of the benefits of partnerships and 
collaborations that help to sustain or 
grow service to the community while 
reducing the need for Fairfax County 
Park Authority financial resources to 
accomplish the service delivery. 



The dedication Robert 
and Marjorie Lundegard 
have demonstrated to 
Colvin Run Mill echoes 
the commitment Mayo 
Stuntz made to the pres-
ervation of Sully His-
toric Site. The Lunde-
gards’ work has helped 
preserve the county’s 
milling history, and their 
education efforts have 
assured that generations 
to come will appreciate 
this important cultural 
and financial aspect of
the county’s past. 
Sadly, Robert passed 

away in May, but the tributes that poured in fol-
lowing his death illustrate the impact of his stew-
ardship efforts at Colvin Run Mill. After learning 
of his death, Dranesville Supervisor John Foust 
said, “It is impossible to think about Colvin Run 
Mill without thinking of Bob. He was a man of 
fierce determination and tireless energy who 
got things done.” Fairfax County Park Authority 
Board Member Tim Hackman characterized him 
as, “a dedicated and visionary leader.” 
Marjorie started volunteering at Colvin Run in 
1988 and Robert joined her in her service efforts. 
The couple were among the first members of the 
Friends of Colvin Run Mill when it formed in 
1997, and Robert served for a time as the pres-
ident of the support organization. The Lunde-
gards’ also raised funds for the mill through a 
partnership with a consignment shop in McLean 
and through Marjorie’s writing, publishing and 
selling of more than a dozen books about mills in 
the region. 

Mayo Stuntz Cultural Stewardship Award 
Marjorie and Robert Lundegard 

Mayo Stuntz Cultural 
Stewardship Award 

The Fairfax County Park Authority 
Board established the Mayo Stuntz 
Cultural Stewardship Award in July 
2013. This award honors historian, 
volunteer, and acclaimed author 
Mayo S. Stuntz, one of the original 
members of the Fairfax County 
History Commission who assisted 
in establishment of the Landmarks 
Preservation Committee, worked to 
record and preserve county history, 
and served on the Sully Foundation, 
Ltd. for a quarter of a century, most 
of the time as chairman.  

The award recognizes significant 
contributions made by individuals, 
organizations, or businesses 
promoting the preservation/
stewardship of cultural resources in 
Fairfax County. 



Since 2009, Pat Zalubski has made a tour 
of the Kidwell Farmhouse at Frying Pan 
Farm Park a rich experience for visitors.  It 
begins with a warm greeting and a gentle 
reminder to visitors that they are entering 
a historic home. The informative tours 
she gives are adapted to the varying ages 
and backgrounds of the visitors. Pat also 
helps train new docents, so they become 
confident and give tours themselves. 
Pat has taken an interest in the exhibits 
and in creative ways to make them more 
interesting and realistic. This led her to 
developing delicious-looking faux foods 
for displays, using modeling clay, paint and 
materials found at home that she recycles.  
Visitors are treated to a visual of not just 
objects in a room, but the sense that the 
farm family has stepped out for a moment. 
Pat has been opening the house regularly once a 
week over the last 10 years and has helped with 
special events. Her volunteer time since 2011 
totals almost 600 hours.  Last year alone, the 
farmhouse had over 16,000 visitors.  Her love of 
history has transformed the farmhouse tours 
into a memorable experience for all who step 
through the kitchen door. 

Mayo Stuntz Cultural Stewardship Award 
Pat Zalubski 



In spring 2018, John Foong reached 
out to Frying Pan Farm Park to carry 
out an extensive soil and water 
conservation project as part of his 
journey to earning a Boy Scouts of 
America Hornaday Award, an even 
higher level of accomplishment than 
Eagle Scout rank. An avid naturalist, 
John wanted his project to make 
a difference in a local ecosystem.  
Working with Park Authority staff, 
he developed an ambitious project 
scope to remove invasive plants and 
replace them with native plants in a 
wooded area in the natural resource 
protection area at Frying Pan as 
part of the Park Authority’s Invasive 
Management Area (IMA) program.  

During five separate workdays, 
John oversaw 150 volunteers in the 
removal of 120 large bags of stilt grass. 

The volunteers came from 10 different Fairfax 
County public schools and ranged from ages 5 
to 80. He planted the work area with native grass 
seed in March 2019 and continued to work on 
restoration at the site with more workdays this 
past summer.  He shared the story of his work 
and its importance at multiple park events, 
inspiring and helping people to understand how 
they could also make a difference.  

Sally Ormsby Environmental Stewardship Award
John Foong 

Sally Ormsby Environmental 
Stewardship Award 

The Sally Ormsby Environmental 
Stewardship Award was established 
by the Park Authority Board on 
November 14, 2007, in recognition 
of Sally B. Ormsby’s many years 
of service as a citizen steward. This 
award recognizes individuals and 
organizations whose actions embody 
the spirit and values of stewardship 
and result in tangible environmental 
benefits. The award is open to 
individuals and groups whose actions 
embody the spirit of environmental 
stewardship and provide tangible 
environmental benefits to Fairfax 
County parks. 



 
 

Eakin Philanthropy Awards 
Eakin Properties and the Eakin Park Family Trust   

Eakin Properties and the Eakin Park Family Trust 
are the 2019 recipients of the Builders/Developers 
Eakin Philanthropy Award.  In 1951, LeRoy Eakin, 
Sr. donated 14.5 acres of land in the Accotink Stream 
Valley that became Fairfax County Park Authority’s 
first park.  They donated an additional 240 acres 
of land through 1970 that was valued in 2017 at 
$2,250.000.  LeRoy Eakin’s donations to the Park 
Authority inspired creation of the Fairfax County 
Park Foundation Eakin Philanthropy Award in 
2009. 

The Eakin family’s support has continued through 
donations for the Eakin Community Park picnic 
shelter; 32 gifts from four Eakin Family members 
for Clemyjontri Park’s Liberty Swing; Combo 
Classic Golf Tournament; USGA Amateur Public 
Links Championship; Arts in the Parks; Rec-
PAC summer camp; Chessie’s Big Backyard; and 
a significant Legacy Circle bequest pledge that 
demonstrates their outstanding support for Fairfax 
County Parks and the community.  The Eakin Park 
Family Trust’s donations currently total more than 
$141,000. 

The Eakin Park Family Trustees are working with 
FCPA to develop an improvement project 
to upgrade the Eakin Park entrance on 
Prosperity Avenue featuring a plaque to honor 
LeRoy Eakin, Sr. 

Eakin Philanthropy Awards 

The Fairfax County Park Foundation 
established the Eakin Philanthropy 
Award to recognize visionary 
financial and material contributions 
that significantly enhance Fairfax 
County parks. In 1951, LeRoy Eakin, 
Sr. donated 14.5 acres of land which 
was Fairfax County’s first park. 
The Eakin family gave another 240 
additional acres which ultimately 
became the Fairfax County Park 
Authority. The Park Foundation is 
proud to recognize individuals and 
organizations who help to continue 
the Eakin legacy. 



Tibor Lazar and family are the 
2019 recipients of the Individu-
al Eakin Philanthropy Award.  
Tibor’s wife, Heidi Allen, has 
been a long-time IMA vol-
unteer removing non-native 
invasive plants at Deerlick 
Park and Fred Crabtree Park.  
In 2018, Tibor Lazar and Heidi 
Allen ratified a gift agreement 
with the Park Foundation for 
the creation of The Lazar Fam-
ily Fund for the purpose of 
building a future endowment 
for FCPA Natural Resources 
management and protection. 
They committed to personally 
give a minimum of $3,000 per 
month for 10 years for a total 
of $360,000.  Mr. Lazar and 
Ms. Allen are also requesting 
donations to the Lazar Family 
Fund in lieu of holiday and 
birthday gifts.  Other donors 

interested in natural resources management and 
protection will be asked to donate to the Lazar 
Family Fund. 

Eakin Philanthropy Awards 
The Lazar Family Fund 



Eakin Philanthropy Awards 
Friends of Frying Pan Farm Park 

Friends of Frying Pan Farm Park (FFPFP) are 
the 2019 recipients of the Organization Eakin 
Philanthropy Award.  In 50 years of financial, 
physical and advocacy supporting Frying Pan 
Farm Park, the Friends have accomplished many, 
many things.  They own, buy and sell farm 
animals; host multiple horse show series; pay for 
animal vet care; and support the farm’s volunteer 
program position for total program support of 
$108,300 to the Park Authority. 

Since 2010, the Friends of Frying Pan Farm Park 
have donated $118,076 to the Park Foundation 
to support a wide range of programs including 
horse stalls; tractors; benches; helping to fund 
the Hunter Mill Melodies, part of the Summer 
Entertainment Series; a flag pole; support for 
many general Frying Pan Farm Park programs; 
an equestrian jump; and the 4-H Fair. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Heidi Allen – Invasive Management Area Site Leader 

Outstanding Volunteer
LeMoyne “Barney” Barkhurst – 

Providing Maintenance Support 

Reston, VA                 

Volunteer at 
Fred Crabtree and 
Deerlick Park 

Length of Service: 
5 years 

Springfield, VA     

Volunteer at 
South Run RECenter 

Length of Service: 
2 years, 6 months 

Heidi Allen has served as a volunteer with the Invasive 
Management Area (IMA) program for five years at Deer-
lick Park and Fred Crabtree Park. Working tirelessly to 
restore and improve the habitats of these parks, Heidi has 
dedicated time to local students and scouts to educate 
them on invasive species and the importance of a healthy 
ecosystem. Her friendly and approachable attitude makes 
her a great leader.  Young volunteers leave her workdays 
with a newfound interest in the health and future of Fair-
fax County parks. 
Spending over 285 hours of volunteer time removing 
invasive plants and hosting workdays for other volunteers, 
Heidi has not only had a positive impact on the IMA 
program but all of Fairfax County with her relentless ded-
ication. Those who visit Deerlick Park and Fred Crabtree 
Park appreciate her passion to protect nature and all she 
has done to keep high-quality forests. 

LeMoyne “Barney” Barkhurst is a Vietnam veteran with 
a fantastic work ethic and an infectious smile. Work-
ing for the past two and a-half years with maintenance 
support at South Run and other RECenters, Barney has 
volunteered more than 2,232 hours of his time to make 
the RECenters a better community asset. His mechanical 
background allows him to help with most projects, and 
his curiosity about how things work drives his efforts to 
master new skills. 
He has worked on big projects, such as cleaning up and 
securing the old Nike site at the Laurel Hill Golf Course, 
but his real contributions are measured by his willingness 
to help maintain the RECenters,  doing countless small 
tasks that keep those facilities safe and comfortable for 
staff and customers. He has a positive attitude and a will-
ingness to tackle any project.  



 

 

 

Henrietta “Hank” Dahlstrom is a crafty, creative volunteer 
who has provided a welcoming face to visitors at Hidden 
Oaks Nature Center for the past three years. She is ded-
icated and kind and is willing to help with any project, 
even taking it upon herself to offer her sewing and quilt-
ing skills without being asked. 
By creating costumes and quilts, providing a helping hand 
and answering customers’ questions, Hank has brightened 
up the nature center and made it even more welcoming.  
In addition to crafting, she has a wealth of knowledge 
about native species that she has shared with visitors and 
is able to answer many customer questions about natural 
resources. Hank has won the Presidential Service Award 
the past three years she has been at Hidden Oaks. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Henrietta “Hank” Dahlstrom – Volunteer on Duty 

Outstanding Volunteer
Richard Eilers – Archaeological Lab Assistant 

Richard Eilers has been a volunteer Archaeological Lab 
Assistant with the Archaeology and Collections Branch 
for eight years. In dedicating 116 hours of his time in just 
this past year, Richard has contributed significantly to 
the recovery and preservation of artifacts. He has spent 
many hours sorting through remains to recover very small 
items, such as beads, straight pins and small flakes from 
stone tool making. Richard’s passion for archaeology 
is evident as he undertook and successfully completed 
the Archaeological Technician Certification Program 
sponsored by the Council of Virginia Archaeologists and 
the Archeological Society of Virginia. 
The knowledge and preservation of history through what 
people of the past have left behind is being discovered 
and preserved only with the participation of those such 
as Richard. His contributions allow the Archaeology and 
Collections Branch to share a more complete picture of 
the past with county residents and visitors.  

Falls Church, VA 

Volunteer at Hidden 
Oaks Nature Center                                                                                                         

Length of Service: 
3 years, 3 months 

Burke, VA           

Volunteer with the 
Archaeology and 
Collections Branch                                                                              

Length of Service: 
8 years 



 

 

 
 

 

                                                                  

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Jeanette Hantke – Master Gardener Volunteer, 

Children’s Education Program Leader 

Outstanding Volunteer
Brian Gritte  – Administrative Assistant 

Fairfax Station, VA         

Volunteer at FCPA 
Headquarters and 
South Run RECenter 

Length of Service: 
4 years 

Springfield, VA 

Volunteer at 
Green Springs Gardens                     

Length of Service: 
3 years 

Brian Gritte has been volunteering for Park Services 
for more than four years, providing administrative and 
project management support for the Volunteer Program 
at both the Park Authority’s headquarters and South Run 
RECenter. He has demonstrated the ability to master 
applications and has been incredibly beneficial to the 
management of the Park Services Volunteer Program and 
the county-wide Volunteer Management System.  
Volunteering seems to come naturally to Brian. In 
addition to his Park Authority volunteer duties, he 
devotes many hours to the Coast Guard, including 
teaching safe boating courses throughout Northern 
Virginia. As busy as he is, he has made himself available 
whenever possible to troubleshoot questions and provide 
brainstorming assistance, even when not on site. He has a 
positive demeanor and a can-do attitude that is welcomed 
and infectious. He is professional, efficient and a pleasure 
to be around.  He faithfully donates his time and talents 
each week and has proven to be an invaluable asset. 

Jeanette Hantke is an experienced Extension Master 
Gardener and children’s education volunteer. Over the 
past three years at Green Springs Gardens, she has never 
been afraid to step up and go above and beyond—even 
jumping in to teach programs she never had the chance 
to observe. Jeanette has a love of the natural world that 
shows in her enthusiastic teaching style. 
Jeanette has streamlined the seed planting process for a 
Pre-K and kindergarten program, brought samples of tree 
bark for staff to use in the first-grade Fantastic Flora & 
Fauna program and refined the methodology for nitrate 
testing in the fourth-grade Virginia Ecosystems program.  
She has contributed more than 93 hours in the past 
two years as Team Leader and teacher for the Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Ready, Set, Grow program. She has 
contributed more than 350 volunteer service hours in the 
past two and a half years in Extension Master Gardener 
programs that serve county residents of all ages.    



 

 

 

Lauren Hawley’s dedication and commitment to 
Riverbend Park is unmatched. She has taken on 
multiple roles and responsibilities to support the park 
and its mission; eight to be exact: the dragonfly survey, 
salamander survey, wood turtle survey, tree planting, 
invasive removal, watershed cleanups, interpretive 
programs and park support duties. 
Staff, visitors and fellow volunteers love working with 
Lauren. She has become a truly valued member of the 
Riverbend team, making a positive impact at the park, 
not just due to the quantity of projects but largely due to 
the quality of her work. No matter what task, program 
or project Lauren is working on, she always does an 
outstanding job and looks for ways to do better and learn 
more. As she took on more leadership roles in resource 
management and wildlife surveys, she became a great 
role model for new volunteers while upholding the 
park’s mission and preservation goals. Riverbend is glad 
to see Lauren continue her journey at the park as a staff 
Instructor/Naturalist beginning this past summer, but 
Riverbend appreciates the dedication and passion she has 
as a volunteer wildlife surveyor. 

In addition to his work as a busy student, Liam Kellogg is 
a dedicated and knowledgeable Animal Care Volunteer 
and Trainer at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park. Through his 
volunteer work over the past two years, Liam has directly 
contributed to maintaining a high-quality visitor and 
volunteer experience at the park. 
Liam is smart, kind, engaging and a role model for new 
volunteers. He possesses a great deal of knowledge and 
the confidence to be self-sufficient and proactive. Since he 
is trusted and excels in his position, Liam now trains new 
Animal Care volunteers, offering tips on best practices 
in animal care and patiently answering their questions. 
His dedicated work with animal exhibits and care and 
his assistance with camps keeps the facility inviting 
and ensures that visitors always find someone friendly 
and knowledgeable who is willing to answer questions. 
Liam is a wonderful steward and interpreter of the park, 
supporting the park’s mission. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Lauren Hawley – Animal Caretaker, Assistant Program 
Leader, Front Desk Volunteer and Resource Naturalist 

Outstanding Volunteer
Liam Kellogg - Animal Caretaker and Trainer 

Tysons, VA 

Volunteer at 
Riverbend Park                

Length of Service: 
1 year, 6 months 

Manassas, VA                                

Volunteer at Ellanor C. 
Lawrence Park                 

Length of Service: 
1 year, 8 months 



 

 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Janice L. Kiley - Front Desk Associate 

Alexandria, VA                                        

Volunteer at 
Lee District RECenter            

Length of Service: 
1 year, 5 months 

Janice Kiley is an enthusiastic and organized volunteer 
Front Desk Associate at Lee District RECenter who always 
goes above and beyond her regular duties. She organized 
the keys to the entire site, making sure they were properly 
labeled. She counted and organized the department’s 
285 polo shirts, and she edited the “Lee District’s Front 
Desk Operations: Training and Reference Manual for 
Volunteers.” 
Janice is always willing to help and handles every situation 
positively and professionally. She is an outstanding 
member of the volunteer team who has shown consistent 
support of the Lee District staff. She says that volunteering 
not only has given her an opportunity to assist and 
connect with dedicated patrons and staff, but that it has 
also helped motivate her to stay active and involved within 
the community. When not volunteering or visiting with 
family, Janice enjoys researching healthy recipes and 
cooking and joining a friend for aquatic exercise at the Lee 
District pool. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Lorrie Kirst - Volunteer Docent 

Manassas, VA                      

Volunteer at 
Sully Historic Site 

Length of Service: 
30 years 

Lorrie Kirst began her time as a Volunteer Docent 
with Sully Historic Site on September 10, 1989. She 
has volunteered her time, energy and vast knowledge 
of the history of life at Sully during the Federal period 
almost every month for 30 years. Her enthusiasm for the 
historical period is infectious and evident to everyone 
she meets. She tailors her tours to her visitors, engaging 
everyone. 
In addition to her normal hours at Sully conducting 
house tours, Lorrie also assisted with the Annual Historic 
All Hallows Eve and the Easter Egg Hunt. Her flexibility 
and commitment to the public has made her one of 
Sully’s greatest assets. She has a combined total of 891.5 
hours of volunteer time logged. Lorrie’s experience and 
commitment guarantee that those visitors who have 
the privilege of being on one of her tours will have an 
extremely informative, entertaining and engaging docent. 
Her attention to detail and friendly demeanor allows her 
to connect with her visitors, providing them with a true 
taste of the past. 



 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Lina Le Faucheur - Assistant Volunteer Coordinator 

Outstanding Volunteer
Joyce Lee - Front Desk Associate 

McLean, VA                           

Volunteer at 
Spring Hill RECenter           

Length of Service: 
1 year, 6 months 

Centreville, VA 

Volunteer at 
Cub Run RECenter                                                                                                                         

Length of Service: 
2 years, 1 month 

As the Northern Lights are a natural phenomenon 
in her home country of Sweden, Lina Le Faucheur 
brings a spark equally as impressive to Spring Hill 
RECenter’s volunteer program. Not only is Lina Spring 
Hill’s outstanding volunteer of the year, she is also 
a college student and works full time. Lina’s work 
ethic, compassionate leadership and sense of global 
stewardship are remarkable qualities to witness in action. 
On any given day, Lina can be found all over the 
RECenter, whether it be organizing storage rooms, 
sanitizing fitness equipment, maintaining the garden 
grounds, assisting with administrative tasks or most 
importantly, positively impacting the Spring Hill 
community. When Spring Hill’s Volunteer Manager 
departed, Lina stepped up to fill the void and trained on 
the Volunteer Management System software program—
a mammoth undertaking. Her kindness and fun-loving 
attitude reflect on other volunteers who work with her 
and serves as a beacon for the volunteer program. 

Joyce Lee volunteers at the Cub Run RECenter and her 
can-do attitude and exuberant personality make her 
a standout Front Desk Associate. Joyce’s commitment, 
dedication and excellent customer service distinguish 
her as a stellar representative in her role as first point of 
contact for customers. She is helpful and knowledgeable 
and willing to answer any questions or concerns from 
customers. 
Her duties extend beyond front desk support.  When the 
Cub Run fishing nets needed repairs, Joyce stepped in and 
was able to sew them together. She also painted windows 
and prepared for classes and camps. Joyce always goes 
“above and beyond” for her customers. Her rapport 
with customers and staff contributes to Cub Run’s great 
customer service and staff teamwork. Cub Run RECenter 
is honored to have Joyce as the 2019 Outstanding 
Volunteer. 



 

 
 

 

                       

 
 
                                                                                                              

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Laurel Ann “L.A.” McKenzie  – 

Animal Caretaker, Program Assistant, Camp Helper 

Outstanding Volunteer
Barbara Mariner-Volpe  - Adapted Ice Skating Assistant 

Herndon, VA                      

Volunteer at 
Mount Vernon 
RECenter 

Length of Service: 
11 years 

Springfield, VA 

Volunteer at 
Hidden Pond 
Nature Center 

Length of Service: 
1 year 

Barbara Mariner-Volpe is a dependable and enthusiastic 
volunteer at Mount Vernon RECenter who has made a 
huge impact on the Adapted Ice Skating program since 
its launch 11 years ago because of her dedication and 
passion. She is often requested as the “assistant of choice” 
by parents and students and commands the respect and 
admiration of all the adapted class students. Barbara is 
dependable and dedicated to assisting students reach 
their full potential and encourages the students to make 
progress with her enthusiasm and positive attitude. 
Barbara works diligently with skaters of all ages and 
differing abilities and varies her approach to suit the 
needs of the individual in her charge.  Mount Vernon has 
several returning students of 9 and 10 years because of 
Barbara’s special gift of encouraging skaters taking their 
first tentative steps on the ice. She brings to the table a 
great deal of knowledge and experience. 

Laurel Ann McKenzie is a young volunteer who has 
already made a big impact at Hidden Pond Nature Center. 
She is always cheerful and willing to help, which has 
allowed her to become a mentor to other volunteers who 
are just starting out at the site. Laurel Ann, also known as 
L.A., is a regular helper with the Homeschool program 
series at Hidden Pond. 
L.A. helps with campfires, scout events, summer camps 
and animal care. Her enthusiasm for animals shines 
through as one of the most diligent volunteers in the 
exhibit area of the center. This past summer, she worked 
five camps in a row and continued to deliver outstanding 
work each week. And despite having the rigorous camp 
schedule, she continued with her animal care duty, which 
just shows her admirable dedication to what she loves. 



 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteers
Jan and Gaylan (Posthumous) Meyer  

– Volunteer Botanists 
Jan and Gaylan began their 
work with the Invasive 
Management Area (IMA) 
program as soon as it started 
in 2006. Ever the eager 
volunteers, Jan and Gaylan 
spent many hours every year 
doing botanical surveys at 
several different IMA sites. A 
key dataset would not exist 
had the Meyers not dedicated 
their plant knowledge to 
conducting these surveys. 
The Meyers spent their 
dedicated years surveying parks for new invasive species 
and working to remove invasive species. They were 
extremely positive and supportive of the Park Authority 
and Virginia Native Plant Society initiatives. Their 
support was crucial for botanic inventory efforts of the 
IMA program, Elklick Woodlands Natural Area Preserve, 
Huntley Meadows Park, Wakefield Park, Riverbend Park 
and other locations. 
Sadly, Gaylan passed away in 2018. The IMA program 
would not be what it is today without the decade worth of 
support provided by Gaylan and Jan. Over the years, they 
met with numerous IMA site leaders to patiently answer 
questions and identify and record all the plants present 
at the different sites. They were always happy to help staff 
and other volunteers on plant identification and even put 
together several training sessions for Park Authority staff. 

2019 Outstanding Volunteers 
The Park Authority depends on thousands of selfless, talented and dedicated volunteers to help operate 
our parks. FCPA benefitted from more than 131,800 hours of volunteer service – a conservative estimate 
for Fiscal Year 2019.  Nationally, one out of four American’s volunteer and those between the ages of 35 
and 54 are most likely to volunteer their time according to The Bureau of Labor Statistics. However, 
volunteers under the age of 24 account for 23% of all volunteers. Across the nation, volunteerism has 
an estimated value of over $184 billion dollars annually.  Volunteer service is something people do 
to engage their passions, to simply lend a hand, to meet other people with similar interests, to enjoy 
exercise or an activity they love or to be a valued part of their community. 
Outstanding Volunteers are selected by their peers at Park Authority sites. 

Oakton, VA                                                    

Volunteers with the 
Resource Management 
Division, Invasive 
Management Area 
Program                 

Length of Service: 
12 years 



 

 

 

Nick Nahas is a handy, friendly and outstanding volunteer 
at Oak Marr RECenter and its Farmers Market. Willing 
to take on any task, Nick’s readiness and skill with tools 
and woodworking equipment can be seen throughout the 
RECenter and Farmers Market. 
Nick offers a friendly smile and extends a warm greeting 
to all and is willing to help anywhere needed. As an 
assistant Farmers Market Master, he often arrives by 6:30 
a.m. to get informational signs in place for vendors and 
customers.  Often, he helps vendors set up and take down 
their stands. He is ready with his own tool kit to make 
on-the-spot repairs to market tents or signs. With the 
landscaping team, Nick has helped create, set up and take 
down holiday displays which enhance the beauty and 
visual appeal of the RECenter. Using his own tools, he 
helped turn a few wooden pallets into 29 winter trees that 
brighten the entrances at Oak Marr. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Fiona Moriarty - Adapted Aquatics Volunteer 

Fiona Moriarty volunteered with Oak Marr RECenter as 
part of its Adapted Aquatics program. For the past four 
years, she has attended high school and selflessly given 
her time and energy to improve the lives of others through 
swim. She works carefully with students, adapting her 
teaching styles to the specific needs of the students. Her 
encouraging, calm demeanor allows her to connect with 
her students on a deeper level. 
Fiona is humble but her swimming success is obvious 
when you see the way she teaches technique to her 
students. She also possesses a great deal of patience 
and excellent communication skills, which allow her to 
develop a rapport with every student. Her contributions 
have led to several significant breakthrough moments for 
many, including one student who had only talked with his 
parents until Fiona brought him out of his shell through 
swim. 
Her contributions are broader than teaching students. 
She often trains new volunteers and takes on a leadership 
role at many Special Olympic swim meets to support the 
athletes. Her flexibility and commitment to the students is 
apparent, which makes her an invaluable member of the 
Oak Marr RECenter volunteer team. Fiona displays the 
true spirit of sportsmanship every day. 

McLean, VA    

Volunteer at 
Oak Marr RECenter          

Length of Service: 
4 years 

Outstanding Volunteer
Nick Nahas  – Farmers’ Market Master Assistant, 

General Support Volunteer 

Vienna, VA 

Volunteer at Oak Marr 
RECenter                            

Length of Service: 1 year 



 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Thomas W. Redmond - Play Assistant Manager 

Thomas Redmond has volunteered as a Play Assistant 
Manager at Twin Lakes Golf Course for more than 14 
years, after serving in the Air Force for 26 years. Tom is 
enthusiastic and fantastic in customer support, always 
treating golfers in a courteous and respectful manner. He 
is reliable and knowledgeable about golf and can relate 
this knowledge to the golfing public as required. 
Tom is always willing to go the extra mile and is 
extremely experienced in all facets of the volunteer 
positions at Twin Lakes. He readily volunteers to assist in 
special events and has consistently been one of the top 
performing volunteers at the golf course. Tom not only 
helps golf customers; he also makes himself available 
whenever his help is requested or needed by other 
volunteers. He is described as a team player whose work 
ethics are seldom matched. 

Centreville, VA    

Volunteer at 
Twin Lakes Golf Course                                                                                                                          

Length of Service: 
14 years 

Outstanding Volunteer
Susan Ronkainen  – 

Front Desk Volunteer and General Support 
Susan Ronkainen has served for five years as a Front 
Desk and General Support Volunteer at Audrey 
Moore RECenter. Showing up to work daily with more 
enthusiasm than anyone should have at 5 a.m., Susan 
is quick to brighten everyone’s day with a smile. She 
has taken the time to get to know all the swim team 
participants and is quick to engage anyone needing help 
with memberships, directions or where to find things 
throughout the park. She stands in at the front desk when 
the managers are called elsewhere and is by extension a 
volunteer manager when needed. 
When staff members at Audrey Moore were asked to 
select this year’s Outstanding Volunteer, the answer was 
unanimous. Susan’s care and passion for the RECenter 
is easily recognized. She has helped drive membership 
sales at the RECenter, helped staff adjust to the new Rec 
Dynamics system and pitched in wherever needed. 

Annandale, VA    

Volunteer at 
Audrey Moore RECenter 

Length of Service: 
5 years 



 

 

 

Nancy was a beloved volunteer for Providence RECenter 
for more than 10 years, and her death this year has left 
a void among the close-knit Providence Community. 
She was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1985 and 
took aquatics exercise classes at Providence to help with 
her physical therapy. Staff jested that Nancy knew more 
people at the RECenter than everyone else combined, and 
this led her to join the staff as a Front Desk volunteer. 
Nancy was never without a good story or joke to make 
those around her laugh, and patrons and residents 
alike were entertained by her humor. She also had 
deep compassion and empathy for those around her, 
remembered names and stories and cared enough to 
follow up and ask others about their lives. She took her 
role as a volunteer seriously and prided herself in not 
just scanning a barcode but brightening someone’s day. 
Even as her disease progressed, she never let it affect her 
attitude, and when she smiled, she made everyone around 
her want to do the same. 
When Nancy was no longer able to continue her 
volunteer work at the RECenter, she would continue 
to check in on patrons and staff and visit the RECenter 
as she was able. She has left the entire Providence 
community with a lasting memory of her resilience and 
spirit and the lesson that how you treat people, even 
if only in their lives for a fleeting moment, makes a 
difference. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Nancy Spekman (Posthumous)  – 

General Support Assistant, Front Desk Volunteer 

Falls Church, VA     

Volunteer at 
Providence RECenter               

Length of Service: 
10 years 



 

 

 

Outstanding Volunteer
Ann “Annie” Stat  – Volunteer on Duty, 

Program Leader, Special Events Assistant 
Annie Stat has served as a volunteer at Huntley Meadows 
Park for more than seven years, offering an immeasurable 
amount of support and expertise to the staff, interns 
and other volunteers.  Contributing an average of 215 
volunteer hours per year, Annie has always stepped up to 
support anywhere needed, frequently with last-minute 
help. When someone calls out at the front desk or with a 
program, Annie is the first person to call in and offer her 
time. She can ably teach a school program in the morning 
and transition to the desk in the afternoon. 
Annie’s infectious personality and positive attitude 
uplift everyone when she calls or comes in, sharing that 
positivity and customer service goal with everyone. She 
will also call upon her interpretive experience to offer 
impromptu coaching and mentorship to other volunteers, 
interns and new program staff, allowing everyone to 
provide the best possible experience to Huntley Meadows 
visitors. 

Alexandria, VA                           

Volunteer at Huntley 
Meadows Park     

Length of Service:
 7 years 

Outstanding Volunteer
Ross Weatherly  – Youth Miller Assistant 

Ross Weatherly has been visiting Colvin Run Mill Historic 
Site since he was six years old. Now, he has served as a 
Youth Miller Assistant for more than three years, showing 
a clear passion and drive to help the community. He has 
grown and matured into his position, bringing a level of 
authenticity to the site’s interpretation. 

Portraying a young “dusty,” a miller apprentice (pre-1850) 
at the age of 12 or 13, Ross has become an experienced 
interpreter, dressing in costume and connecting with vis-
itors of all ages. He assists the miller and mill volunteers 
with interpretation during grinding demonstrations. He 
also assists with the set up and take-down of equipment, 
helps to clean the grain before it is ground and helps to 
bag the ground grain for sale or to take to Frying Pan 
Park when the miller grinds animal food. Ross is skilled 
at answering questions and connects well with the mill’s 
younger visitors.  

Vienna, VA                          

Volunteer at Colvin Run 
Mill Historic Site 

Length of Service: 
3 years 



 
          

 

Pat Zalubski has served as a Volunteer Docent at 
Frying Pan Farm Park for more than 10 years, bring-
ing a great sense of creativity and craftmanship for 
visitors to enjoy. She has made a wide variety of faux 
foods for display, ranging from cookies to vegetables 
to chicken roasting in the wood-burning oven, that 
take the historic farmhouse tour to another level. Pat 
has been opening the house regularly, once a week 
over the last 10 years, and has helped with multiple 
special events. Her volunteer service since 2011 totals 
more than 600 hours.  

With her warm greeting and knowledge of history, 
Pat offers informative tours that she adapts to the 
varying ages and backgrounds of the visitors. To 
make the tour exhibits more interesting and real-
istic, she started developing the delicious-looking 

faux foods from modeling clay, paint and recycled mate-
rials. She also helps to train new docents and gives them 
the confidence to conduct their own tours. 

Outstanding Volunteer
Pat Zalubski  – Volunteer Docent 

Herndon, VA   

Volunteer at 
Frying Pan Farm Park           

Length of Service: 
10 years 



 

 

Elly Doyle Youth Award
Falls Church High School 

Office of Career & Transition Services 

Elly Doyle Park 
Service Awards 

In 1988, the Elly Doyle 
Park Service Award was 
established in recognition 
of the contributions of 
Ms. Ellamae Doyle, 
Chairman for three years 
and a longtime member 
of the Fairfax County 
Park Authority Board.  
During her tenure, the 
Park Authority increased 
its land holdings, created 
new recreation programs 
and facilities, including 
new RECenters and parks 
throughout the community. 
Ms. Doyle also served as a 
champion for the protection 
of natural and cultural 
resources. 

The purpose of the award 
is to publicly recognize 
a volunteer or group of 
volunteers for outstanding 
contributions to Fairfax 
County parks.  

Falls Church High School, Office of Career & Transition 
Services has partnered with Providence RECenter for the 
past six years to provide work-based learning experiences 
for special needs students. Students have rotated each 
school year and have helped at the Providence RECenter 
Front Desk and with General Assistance Tasks include 
cleaning windows, wiping down mats and putting away 
materials after children’s classes. This is a component 
of each student’s individualized education program 
(IEP) and provides program participants with real life 
work experience outside the classroom. The goal of this 
partnership is to assist in preparation for work experience 
and for perusal of post-secondary school options. 
The leaders of this program have been flexible, responsive 
and creative in assessing each student’s needs and in 
customizing a work experience specific to the individual. 
They have carefully selected students and made sure 
that whoever is selected will fit in well with Providence’s 
community feel.  Last year’s student participants worked 
with staff to develop a weekly routine of signing in, 
cleaning windows, putting away materials and assessing 
any fitness room needs. He was able to mature in this role 
to the point of very little supervision, and the Providence 
RECenter staff watched as his confidence grew and 
personality unfolded each week as he carried out his work 
routine. Consistently, these students endeared themselves 
to the regular patrons who reported looking forward to 
seeing their smiling faces each week.   



Isabel Richardson is one of Sully’s most 
reliable youth volunteers. A volunteer 
since 2008, she has assisted with many 
programs such as summer camps, His-
toric All Hallows Eve and Candlelight 
Tours. She works hard as a member of 
the Special Events team, as well as a 
camp counselor and role model, relat-
ing to people of all ages. Her personal-
ity is made up of enthusiasm, depend-
ability and steadfastness. She loves 
working with children of all ages, and 
her love of history and volunteering is 
contagious and shows when she assists 
in training new youth volunteers. 
Isabel shines when working with chil-
dren; she demonstrates historic skills 
while explaining them to the public. 
She works with each child, assuring 
that skills are mastered, giving positive 
reinforcement and coaching along the 
way. She relates to children in a very re-
laxed and easy manner, and her under-

standing and enthusiasm for learning about Sully 
makes her very vital, valuable volunteer for the 
Sully team. She is involved in almost every aspect of 
Sully’s mission excellence. 

Elly Doyle Youth Award
Isabel Richardson 



Special Recognition Elly Doyle Award
Tom Harkin 

Special Recognition Elly Doyle Award
Richard Eilers 

Richard Eilers has been a volunteer with the Ar-
chaeology and Collections Branch since January 
of 2011. He helped recover and process thousands 
of archaeological artifacts that will aid the Archae-
ology and Collections Branch in the interpretation 
and preservation of our county’s history. He has 
worked as both a field and lab volunteer, and his 
assistance with systematic metal detection, site 
excavation and processing artifacts in the lab has 
been invaluable. Richard has dedicated more 
than 450 volunteer hours to the Archaeology and 
Collections Branch and contributed significantly 
to two areas of recovering and preserving artifacts. 
He has a real passion for archaeology and under-
took and successfully completed the Archaeolog-
ical Technician Certification Program sponsored 
by the Council of Virginia Archaeologists (COVA) 
and the Archeological Society of Virginia (ASV). He 
volunteers every week, often working independent-
ly, and his skills have been invaluable to the Branch. 

Tom Harkin is emblematic of the Laurel Hill 
Volunteer Group in the sense that he carries on 
the traditions, values, teamwork and the highest 
regard of guest service that all of Laurel Hill’s 
volunteers carry with them every day while 
on duty.  Tom is a true leader that many of the 
volunteers emulate. Specifically, he leads the 
Tuesday morning volunteer staff and is one of 
Laurel Hill’s  most poignant, accessible, friendly 
and dedicated volunteers. 
Tom has taken on additional responsibilities 
that aren’t included in the normal volunteer 
responsibilities, which include managing an 
in-house league and general cart maintenance. 
Throughout the changes in the volunteer 
recognition program in 2018, he has not waivered.  
Instead, he sought ways to make the program the 
best it can be, specifically at Laurel Hill.  



Special Recognition Elly Doyle Award
Stephen P. Johnson, Sr. 

As the Artistic Director, emcee and 
an advocate for the Frying Pan Farm 
Park Bluegrass Barn Concert Series, 
volunteer Steve Johnson keeps his 
finger on the pulse of the Bluegrass 
world with an eye out for emerging 
talent, local groups and traveling 
performers who can fit Frying Pan 
Farm Park into their routes. A long 
time Bluegrass fan, he is well-versed 
in the many styles of Bluegrass music. 
His decades of attending Bluegrass 
concerts and festivals and the many 
hours he has spent getting to know 
performers and agents gives him a 
body of knowledge, skills and contacts 
that would be very hard to replicate.  

Since 2012, in collaboration with 
the park staff, he has researched, 
contacted, negotiated with and 
scheduled eight or more bands for 

each season -- a very time-consuming process. If 
a band drops out for any reason, Stephen reaches 
out to his contacts and finds a replacement group 
in very short order. At every concert, Stephen 
also serves as emcee. He acts as band liaison 
throughout the season and authors the band 
descriptions used for Parktakes Magazine. In his 
Bluegrass travels to concerts, festivals and the 
International Bluegrass Music Awards, he always 
has concert fliers to share with fans, bands and 
agents and talks up the series. Name recognition 
has grown markedly over his years of service.   



Special Recognition Elly Doyle Award
Laurel Hill Park Volunteer Team (PVT) 

The Laurel Hill Park Volunteer Team (PVT) became 
one of the first groups to work through the process 
of becoming a Park Volunteer Team and helped 
the Park Authority further define the PVT model 
by providing critical input during the process of 
developing the PVT guidelines and procedures. 
Today there are 15 PVTs, with more underway. 
As soon as the Park Authority was ready to move 
forward with Park Volunteer Teams and had 
the opportunity set up properly in the County’s 
Volunteer Management System, the Laurel Hill 
PVT didn’t skip a beat to register and complete the 
necessary administrative steps. 
Between April 2018 and March 2019, the Laurel Hill 
PVT planned and implemented multiple workdays, 
engaging volunteers in activities ranging from 
kudzu removal, to clearing areas of trash and junk, 
to removing vines from trees. The Laurel Hill PVT 
serves as a model for how groups, individuals and 
families can join to support a park. 



Since joining the Burke Lake Golf 
Course as a volunteer two years 
ago, Traci Manuel has become an 
invaluable member of the driving 
range staff. She shows up at 6 a.m. 
every week to assist paid staff in range 
maintenance and is always willing to 
tackle any task asked of her. In fact,  
she regularly initiates her own projects 
to enhance appearance and range 
operations. From hand-picking range 
balls after a heavy storm to scrubbing 
concrete walkways, Traci’s  work ethic 
is unparalleled. She has been a great 
asset to Burke Lake Golf Course, 
and there are many days the course 
wouldn’t be able to open the driving 
range on schedule without her being 
there. 

Elly Doyle Park Service Award Special Recognition
Traci Manuel 



Elly Doyle Park Service Award Special Recognition
National Charity League 

National Charity League (NCL) Virginia 
Bluebells is a mother and daughter philanthropy 
group, with participating daughters ranging from 
grades seven to twelve.  It has six areas of focus 
-- Arts, Military, Animals and the Environment, 
Family in Crisis, Special Needs and Senior 
Services – and has been volunteering with 
the Park Authority for three years.  The group 
supports the parks with monthly watershed 
clean-ups and special events, such as Springfest, 
Bluegrass Music events, fall festivals on the farm, 
Sully Car show and Sully by candlelight. This 
community-based group has provided countless 
volunteer hours to parks and has always come 
through when needed.  
Liaison Jennifer Bavisotto has organized 
multiple volunteer efforts simultaneously and 
continues to recruit more volunteers and help 
spread the word about FCPA’s volunteer efforts 
through widespread outreach at NCL events 
and marketing venues. Without this group’s 
consistent and effective efforts, there would 
be a huge void in the many events that FCPA 
hosts, and leaders like Ms. Bavisotto make the 
herculean task of recruiting large groups of 
volunteers quite painless. 



Connie Cordovilla has been President 
of Friends of Pimmit Barn for more 
than eight years. She created the 
group to preserve the beautiful 
gambrel roof barn and parcel of 
land believed to be the last dairy 
barn inside the beltway of Northern 
Virginia.  She has organized 
Halloween parties and family 
movie nights and drawn volunteers 
from across the county. She has 
spearheaded every event to bring the 
community together. 
Connie works with McLean Youth 
Athletics regarding the barn’s 
upkeep and organizes barn clean-
up days several times a year. She 
was instrumental in establishing 
a relationship with the Fairfax 
County Park Authority and gaining 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Park Service and Pimmit 
Barn in the spring of 2018. She has

scheduled meetings online for the community, 
as well as board members at Tysons Pimmit 
Library, and has invited the board to meet at 
her home regularly to facilitate a simpler way 
of communicating. She communicates the 
all-important history of the barn to many and 
has worked tirelessly and supported the plan 
to establish an historic marker on the barn 
property. 

Elly Doyle Park Services Award
Connie Cordovilla 



The Reston Farmers 
Market was started in 
1998, and the market 
managers play an 
essential role in the 
management and 
weekly operation of 
this vibrant market. 
The three Market 
Managers, John and 
Fran Lovaas and 
Keith Strange, have 
43 combined years of 
service in managing 
the market. John was 
the founding market 
manager and has 
served for 22 years. Fran formally joined him in his 
efforts 16 years ago. Keith made the partnership a 
trio six years ago. These managers are full of energy, 
fun, creativity and innovation, and provide excellent 
customer service to market vendors and shoppers. 
In 2019, the Reston Farmers Market was named 
the Best Farmers Market in Northern Virginia by 
readers of Virginia Living Magazine. This year, the 
market managers spearheaded a pilot program with 
the Park Authority and Clean Fairfax to reduce the 
use of plastic bags in the market and encourage 
shoppers to bring their own bags. The market 
benefits residents of Reston and surrounding 
communities in many ways. It provides fresh foods, 
as well as a community meeting place that enhances 
the sense of community. It supports local farmers, 
offers incentive dollars for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and provides 
a place for low-income families to have access to 
fresh fruits and vegetables. The Market Managers 
have also established a gleaner’s program with 
Cornerstones volunteers coming at closing to take 
unsold vegetables and fruits to the food pantry for 
low-income families. 

Elly Doyle Park Services Award
Reston Farmers Market - Market Managers 



Shauna Shapiro is an outstanding 
teaching and touring docent who goes 
the extra mile at Sully Historic Site. 
She is involved in almost every aspect 
of Sully’s mission. She started in 2002 
as a touring docent,  quickly learned
the history of Sully and started training 
in Sully’s Museum Education Program. 
She has frequently assisted in training 
new volunteers and is an excellent 
mentor. Shauna loves to teach, and as 
a docent she relates the 18th century 
history to groups of all ages. She is 
flexible about assisting in all programs 
and is always ready to help when 
needed. Shauna relates to elementary 
school students, is enthusiastic, 
dependable and dedicated. Her love 
of Sully is contagious and shows when 
she trains new teaching docents. She 
researched cooking in the slave quarter 
and kitchen, slave life history, the 
Lee family background and historic 
clothing to give her the tools to be a very strong 
interpreter. She excels in interpretation and she 
understands how to show historic skills while 
explaining it to the public. She can step in, in a 
pinch, for any program at the site. 

Elly Doyle Park Services Award
Shauna Shapiro 
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Executive Director, Fairfax County Park Authority 
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