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M EMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members
Park Authority Board
VIA: Jai Cole, Executive Director

FROM: Nigel Fields, Deputy Director/CPD

DATE: June 18, 2026

Agenda
Park Authority Board Awards Committee
(Committee of the Whole)
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 — 7:10 pm
Virtual: Microsoft Teams
Chairman: Dr. Cynthia J. Carter
Vice Chair: Jose Peralta

1. Park Authority Award Recipients for 2026 (with presentation) — Action
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Committee Agenda Item
June 24, 2026

ACTION -1

Park Authority Award Recipients for 2026

ISSUE:

Approval of the 2026 selectees for the Elly Doyle Park Service Awards, the Harold
Strickland Collaboration and Partnership Award, Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
Award, Sally Ormsby Environmental Stewardship Award and the Mayo Stuntz Cultural
Stewardship Award.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Park Authority Executive Director recommends approval of the nominees for the
awards outlined in this item to include the slate of nominees forwarded by Dr. Cynthia
Jacobs Carter, Chair of the Awards Committee. The slate was developed via individual
discussion and collaboration with fellow Park Authority Board members.

TIMING:

Board action is requested on June 24, 2026 to proceed with preparations for the
awards program slated for October 2026. This year’'s nomination period was extended
to provide more time for solicitation and preparation of nominations.

BACKGROUND:

The Park Authority Board provides a host of annual awards to recognize the
contributions of individuals and organizations which benefit the park system and
ultimately, the residents of Fairfax County. Elly Doyle Park Service Awards recognize
volunteer service with the Elly Awards, Special Recognition Awards, and a Youth
Award.

The Park Authority Board has also established other award categories that exemplify
the attributes and qualities of individuals and organizations that help the Fairfax County
Park system thrive in more tangible or specific ways. Each award recognizes a distinct
set of standards and characteristics vital to the health and well-being of the system and
ultimately the residents who benefit from our park amenities and programs.

The Harold Strickland Collaboration and Partnership Award recognizes those who
create and nurture partnerships and collaborative efforts that result in tangible
improvements to the park system which minimize the need for taxpayer or park bond
funding.

The Mayo Stuntz Cultural Stewardship Award, created in 2013, honors the late,
longtime historian, author and chairman of the Sully Foundation and celebrates
outstanding service through the stewardship of historic resources. The award ultimately
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honors significant contributions toward the understanding, preservation, and education
of history in Fairfax County.

The Sally Ormsby Environmental Stewardship Award recognizes those whose efforts
make our community stronger through environmental stewardship. The Ormsby Award
honors citizen stewards and those who spread the ethos of resource conservation and
protection.

The Chairman’s Choice Awards are nominated by the Park Board Chairman. These
awards are reflective of significant multi-year contributions of service, support, and
advocacy on behalf of the Park Authority.

In 2022, the Park Authority Board introduced the Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
Award. This award recognizes significant, tangible, contributions made by individuals,
organizations, or businesses who help accomplish the Park Authority’s strategic priority
to enhance diversity system-wide and foster a culture of inclusion in parks and/or within
the surrounding community.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The cost of the Elly Doyle Park Services Award program is split equally between the
Park Authority and Fairfax County Park Foundation. Again this year the event will be
held in-person at a Park Authority site, Laurel Hill Golf Course. This shift was made last
year and reduced the overall expense of the event and provided an opportunity to
showcase a Park Authority property. It is expected that the 2026 event will cost
approximately $8,500.

ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS:
None

STAFF:

Jai Cole, Executive Director

Sara Baldwin, Deputy Director/COO
Nigel Fields, Deputy Director/CPD
Allison Rankin, Chief Strategist
Laura Vaughn, Board Liaison
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2026 Elly Doyle Awards

Established in 1988

Recognize Ellaomae Doyle's years of service
and accomplishments as a member and
chair of the Park Authority Board

2026 consists of Elly Doyle (Elly, Youth, Special
Recognition), Strickland, Ormsby, Mayo
Stuntz and JEDI awards

Park Foundation Eakin awards are included
in ceremony

Outstanding Volunteer awards will be
recognized at a Summer Concert Series
event on July 16th at the Government
Center




Fairfax County Park Authority Board chooses
winners for Elly Doyle Awards

OUI’ AWCI rdS Chairman recommends Chairman’s Choice
Awards

Program &
Process for Eakin Awards

Fairfax County Park Foundation chooses winners

Not all award categories must have a winner
each year

Sites choose Outstanding Volunteers




Elly Doyle Award

About

Established in 1988 by the
Park Board

Recognizes Ellamae Doyle’s
years of service and
accomplishments as a
member and chair of the
Park Authority Board

Eligibility
Open to individuals/groups that have
made outstanding service contributions

to Fairfax County parks, including
Fairfax County Park Authority volunteers

A service contribution is the giving of
time or expertise for the advancement
of recreational and/or educational
opportunities or the protection of
natural, cultural and historic resources

The contribution must have occurred
within the prior year but may also
include accomplishments accumulated
over time

Currently serving members of the BOS,
the PAB, FCPA paid staff, and the Park
Foundation Board of Directors and their
paid staff are not eligible

Nominate

Anyone may submit a
nomination for the Elly Doyle
Park Service Award.
Widespread participation in
the award process is
encouraged

Elly Awards: up to three
awards

Youth: One award

Special Recognition: up to
five awards



Harold L. Strickland Partnership and

Collaboration Awara

About

PAB established Harold L.
Strickland Partnership and
Collaboration Award in 2015

Honors past Park Board member’s
long service and significant
conftributions to the parks

This award recognizes the value
and of teamwork and
cooperation necessary to provide
varied constituencies with state-
of-the-art park facilities, often at
limited, reduced or no capital
expense

Eligibility

Harold L. Strickland Partnership and
Collaboration Award nominees must
demonstrate significant long-term
accomplishments that provide
residents with tangible examples of
the benefits of partnerships and
collaborations that help to sustain or
grow service while reducing the
need for FCPA financial resources to
accomplish the service delivery

This award shall be given periodically
as deemed appropriate by the Park
Authority Board

Nominate

Anyone may submit a
nomination for the Harold L.
Strickland Partnership and
Collaboration Award

One award



Sally Ormsby Environmental Stewardship

Award

About

Established by the PAB on
November 14, 2007

In recognition of Sally B. Ormsby’s
many years of service as a citizen
steward

Her actions promoted the
responsible and sustainable
management of natural resources

This award recognizes individuals
and organizations whose actions
embody the spirit and values of
stewardship and result in tangible
environmental benefits.

Eligibility

Open to individuals and groups whose
actions embody the spirit of
environmental stewardship and provide

tangible environmental benefits to
Fairfax County parks

The contribution on which the
nomination is based must have
occurred within the prior year, but the
nomination may also include
accomplishments accumulated over
time.

Currently serving members of the Board
of Supervisors, the Fairfax County Park
Authority Board, Fairfax County Park
Authority staff, and the Fairfax County
Park Foundation Board of Directors and
their staff are excluded from eligibility

Nominate

Anyone may submit a nomination
for the Sally Ormsby
Environmental Stewardship Award

One award




Mayo Stuntz Cultural Stewardship

Award

About

PAB established the Mayo Stuntz
Cultural Stewardship Award in July 2013

Honors historian, volunteer, and
acclaimed author Mayo S. Stuntz, one
of the original members of the Fairfax
Co. History Commission

He assisted in the establishment of the
Landmarks Preservation Committee,
worked with others to record and
preserve county history, and served on
the Sully Foundation, Ltd.

This award recognizes significant
conftributions made by individuals,
organizations, or businesses promoting
the preservation/stewardship of cultural
resources in Fairfax County

Eligibility

Individuals, organizations and
business that actively promote the
preservation/stewardship of the

county’s cultural resources are
eligible to receive the award

The contribution on which the
nomination is based must have
occurred within the prior year, but
the nomination may also include
accomplishments accumulated
over time

Nominees are recognized
periodically at the discretion of the
Park Board

Nominate

Anyone may submit a nomination
for the Mayo Stuntz Cultural
Stewardship Award

One award




Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

Award

About

The Justice, Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion Award was approved by
the Park Authority Board in 2022.
This award recognizes significant,
tangible contributions made by
individuals, organizations or
businesses that help accomplish
the Park Authority’s strategic
priority to enhance diversity
systemwide and foster a culture of
inclusion in parks and/or within the
surrounding community.

Eligibility

This award shall be given
periodically as deemed
appropriate by the Park Authority
Board to deserving individuals,
businesses, entities, or
organizations which demonstrate

accomplishments that foster
inclusion diversity, equity and

justice during the reporting period.

Projects, initiatives, and programs
must comport with the goals of
One Fairfax.

Nominate

The nominations will be
reviewed by the Park
Authority Board Committee of
the Whole. Awards are given
only when a qualifying
nomination is received

One award




Outstanding Volunteer

About

The Park Authority recognizes
that volunteers strengthen
Fairfax County, that
volunteering makes a positive
impact on the environment,
on the quality of life and on
the health and well-being of
our community; and that
volunteering is an essential
part of living in a thriving
society adding enormous
benefits and opportunities 1o
our park system

Eligibility
Active volunteer at one of the
FCPA sites

Nominate

Peers and site managers
nominate the Outstanding
Volunteers at each site.

Park Board approves annual
resolution fo honor these
individuals

One per FCPA site



2026 Ovutstanding Volunteers

Susan (Sue) Albright

Nancy Bond
Michael Bufano
Deborah Burk
Bryan Campbell
Dave Eckhardt

Mary Ellen

Avril Garland
Nisha Jain

Jean Johnson

Jerome Johnson
Susan Ju

Chip Leonard

Bill Masker
Patrick McCormack
Vivian Morgan-Mendez

Kim Nguyen

Jerry Nissley

Christine Reynolds (posthumous)

Carol Tretkoff

Naomi Yilma

Ellanor C. Lawrence Park
Franconia Rec Center
Mt Vernon Rec Center

Providence Rec Center

Long Branch Stream Valley Park

Laurel Hill Golf Club

Green Spring Gardens

Accotink Stream Valley Park, Cunningham Park, Tysons

Woods Park

Oakmont Rec Center
Frying Pan Farm Park
Twin Lakes Golf Course
Spring Hill Rec Center
Colvin Run Mill

Audrey Moore Rec Center
Archaeology & Collections
Nottoway Park

Cub Run Rec Center

Huntley Meadows Park

Riverbend Park

Hidden Oaks Nature Center

Hidden Pond Nature Center

2 years
3.5 years
1 year
10 years
8 years

2+ years
5 years

6 years
6+ years
2 years
3 years
3.5 years
1.5 years
18 years
15 years
17+ years

5 years

7.5 years

8 years
1+ year

1 year

Natural Resource/Horticulture
Assistant Volunteer Coordinator

Ice Skate Monitor

General Support Assistant

Park Volunteer Team Lead

Golf Course Play Manager

Front Desk Volunteer, Special Event Volunteer, and Youth and
Family Education Volunteer

IMA Site Leader

Class Instructor

Wagon Driver

Course Director

Adapted Aquatics Assistant
Blacksmith

Front Desk Volunteer

Archaeological Laboratory Volunteer
Site Assistant — Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer Coordinator

Assistant For Programs, Program Assistant - Merit Badges, Program
Leader - Elementary School & High School Field Trips, Roving
Naturalist, Special Events Assistant

Roving Trail Monitor

Resource Naturalist

Youth Program Support



The Fairfax County Park Foundation established the Eakin
Philanthropy Award to recognize visionary financial and material
contributions that significantly enhance Fairfax County parks

In 1951, LeRoy Eakin, Sr. donated 14 acres of land which was
Fairfax County's first park

The Eakin family gave another 240 additional acres which
ultimately became the Fairfax County Park Authority

The Park Foundation is proud to recognize individuals and
organizations who help to continue the Eakin legacy

Award categories include Individual, Organization, and Friends
Group/Volunteer Team




Elly Doyle Award

e Ellanor C. Lawrence Park Friends
Core Volunteers

e Susan Voss

2026 Proposed
Slate of
Nominees

e Lassine Doumbia Fakoli
* Ed Robichaud

Elly Doyle Youth Award

e Ariana Blake
e Juliet Phillips




Harold Strickland Parinership &
Collaboration Award

e Rob Hahne

2026 Proposed
Slate of
Nominees » Margaret Fisher

Mayo Stuntz Cultural Stewardship
Award

e Lauren Crum and Shelley Deutch

Justice, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion
Award

e Maureen Doherty




Individual Category

e Judith (Judy) Ann Bailey

2026 Fairfax
County Park
Foundation » Glant Food

Fakin Friends Group/Volunteer Team

Philanthropy Category
» Gilbert McCutcheon Park Volunteer T
AWOrdeeS lHoer cLuliCheon rark volunreer ieam

Builders/Developers

e Olmi Faomily Foundation




Authority

Elly Doyle Park

75 years! Service Awards
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