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2025 FCPA Large Plot Rental Gardens 
 
Rules and Guidelines 
 
The Fairfax County Park Authority’s Community Garden Plot Rental Program 
operates in eleven host parks throughout the County. This document applies to rentals in 

all parks except Hogge Park, where small plots are governed by a different set of rules. All residents 
participating in the Garden Plot Rental Program enjoy nature, plant flowers, grow fruits and vegetables for food, 
and get exercise from the practice of gardening. These Garden Rental Rules and Guidelines for large plot rentals 
provide the gardeners, their families, and each host park community with basic principles for a successful 
garden program. 
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I. Purpose of the Program 
 
The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) provides Fairfax County residents the opportunity to participate in a 
community gardening experience through the Community Garden Plot Rental Program (“Garden Plot 
Program”). 721 garden plots are rented on an annual basis. Large plots measure approximately 20 feet by 30 
feet. They are located in the following parks: Baron Cameron, Broyhill Crest, Eakin, Grove Point (formerly 
Franconia Park), George Mason, Grist Mill, Hogge, Laurel Hill, Lewinsville, Nottoway, and Pine Ridge Parks. 
Gardening is permitted year-round whenever the host park is open, generally from dawn to dusk each day. 
 
The rules and guidelines for the Garden Plot Program ensure that all participating gardeners have the 
opportunity for a positive gardening experience, that garden plot sites are an asset to the community, and that all 
plots are used in a productive manner. All gardeners must agree to follow the rules and guidelines of the Garden 
Plot Program.  
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Annual Garden Plot Schedule 

 
 

• In January of each year, tenants in good standing will automatically be sent a renewal contract by 
US Mail to the residential address on file. 

o Sending contracts by US Mail functions as an annual check for continued Fairfax County 
residency, which is a requirement for participation in the Garden Plot Program. 

• To renew a plot lease: 
o Follow instructions at the bottom of the contract document. 
o Return the signed contract with payment by February 15. 

• Gardens must be kept in compliance with the Garden Plot Rules year-round. 
o Gardeners have access to their plots all year. 
o Returning gardeners may start preparing soil and planting any time. 
o Spring weeds must be kept under control prior to planting. 

• Prepare the entire plot for gardening on or before May 1. 
o Plot inspections begin May 1 to check for compliance and activity. 

• Finish planting by May 31. 
o  Plots that are inactive and not fully planted by May 31 are subject to reclaim with no refund of 

rental fees. 

• Your garden must be “active” throughout the regular season (at least May 31 through November 
1), which means: 

o having at least two-thirds of the land in cultivation, 
o weeds kept under control at all times, 
o dead and spent plants removed, and 
o crops harvested when ready. 

• Active winter gardening is encouraged. 
o Living, productive winter crops such as greens and root vegetables may remain in place all year. 
o Plant a cover crop, such as rye grass, if desired. 

• Renewal Inspections begin November 15. 
o Fall Clean-Up activities include removal of any remaining dead plants and weeds, as well as any 

damaged or unused equipment, wood, containers, etc. 
o Store plant supports and other equipment neatly, and secure against wind. 
o Store your hose inside your plot over the winter. 
o Mend fences. 

• You will be notified by December 1 (approximately) if your plot does not qualify for renewal. 

• The annual garden plot contract period begins on February 15 and ends on February 14 of the 
following year. 

o Gardeners who are not renewing should inform the Garden Plot Coordinator and remove all 
personal items from the plot, including the lock if one was used, by February 14 of the new year. 

o Gardeners who are renewing must keep plots in compliance throughout the year. 

• Winter crops are not required however weeds must be under control year-round. 
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II.  Gardener Eligibility 
 
The following criteria establish eligibility for renting a large garden plot: 
 

1. Must be a resident of Fairfax County. 
2. Must register with and maintain an active, working email address (garden business is largely conducted 

by email). 
3. Must sign and return rental contracts with payment by the date on the contract. 
4. May have only one garden plot per household or organization.  
5. Must grow crops for non-commercial purposes only. 
6. Must agree to comply with the Rules and Guidelines for the duration of the rental agreement. 

III.  Rules 
 
Because the garden plots are located on public park land, all federal, state, and local regulations and ordinances 
apply to activities carried on in the plots and in the host park. Below are the rules that govern the Garden Plot 
Program.  These rules ensure that the plots are used for their intended purpose, that the area is safe, and that 
policies and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Fairfax County, and the Fairfax County Park Authority are 
followed (Source: Fairfax County Park Authority Regulations).  
 
By signing the Garden Plot Rental Contract each year, gardeners acknowledge that they have read and 
understand the following rules. Each tenant is responsible for the behavior and activities of anyone working in 
the plot (family, friends, contractors, etc.) – all must follow the Garden Plot Rules.  
 

1. Garden Waste Disposal 

Take all trash and plant debris that you do not compost within your plot to your home, or to a citizen trash 
collection location, such as the center on West Ox Road.  DO NOT place garden produce, plants, weeds, 
or trash anywhere outside of your plot, in the surrounding park, or in wooded areas. Any of these acts 
is considered dumping. It is illegal to dump anywhere on Commonwealth of Virginia and Fairfax County 
property.  (Source:  Code of Virginia:   § 33.2-802.) Anyone determined to be dumping on park land may be 
expelled from the Garden Plot Program with as little as 48 hours to vacate their plot. Violators are not 
afforded two weeks’ notice for this or other illegal activities. See also:  #15 Rule Violations, below. 

 

2. Composting 

Gardeners are encouraged to compost their garden debris. North Caroline State University Cooperative 

Extension offers a complete guide for composting here. The following rules apply in the garden plots: 

a. Compost bins should be at least one foot off the ground to prevent rodent problems. Tumblers with legs 
are an example of compost bins that help to deter rodents. 

b. Total volume of all active composting in a plot is limited to 30” x 30” x 60” or a little over one cubic 
yard. 

c. Compost bins must be maintained regularly.  
d. If rodents are present in the garden plots, tenants may be asked to remove compost bins entirely until the 

problem is resolved.  
e. To learn how to compost, see this link.      

        

3. Fences 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sites/parks/files/assets/documents/administrative/policy-appendix-regulations.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title33.2/chapter8/section33.2-802/
https://composting.ces.ncsu.edu/home-composting/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-703/426-703.html
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Fences are not required. Fence maintenance is the gardener’s responsibility. If a gardener chooses to erect a 
new fence, the gardener supplies the materials and labor. Recommended fencing is galvanized steel wire 
fencing on 4” x 4” wooden posts. The following criteria apply to new and existing fences: 

a) Fences and other structures are to be kept in good condition: gates on hinges; posts and fence 
materials upright; no sharp/rusty wire or other protrusions that could cause injury. 

b) Posts must be placed deep enough into the soil to securely anchor the post in a vertical (plumb) 
position.  NO poured concrete, asphalt, or other permanent anchor may be used. 

c) Fence posts may be up to 8 feet tall (8 feet above ground) and up to 4 inches wide. Wooden 4” x 4” 
posts are preferred. Metal fence posts are also permitted. If metal posts are used, it is recommended 
that they have a flange at the base. 

d) Fences must have metal or rope mesh fence materials (preferably galvanized steel wire mesh). 
Plastic fencing is not allowed. 

e) Fences may be used as a trellis between plots only if BOTH garden plot renters agree.  Unshared 
fences (on the outside edge of the plot) may be used as a trellis for plants if the plants do not 
encroach or obstruct the path.  We recommend separate trellises within the plot border. 

f) Please contact the Garden Plot Coordinator with any fencing questions. 
 

4. Structures 

Simple, non-permanent structures, such as trellises, raised beds and deck box containers are allowed. The 
gardener supplies the materials and labor for non-permanent structures. The following criteria apply to new 
and existing structures:  

 
a) Raised beds are permitted.  Wood is recommended for the bed edging, but not required. 
a) Simple trellis structures are permitted if they do not shade other gardens. 
b) DO NOT use poured concrete, asphalt, or permanent anchors for any structure.  
c) Neither solid walls nor solid roofs are permitted on structures, including trellises. 
d) Storage bins for tools are permitted with a maximum size 30 inches by 30 inches by 60 inches.  We 

recommend using plastic deck storage boxes. 
e) Your box or bin must not shade other gardens. 
f) Row covers are permitted. Covering material must be porous. Anchor them securely to prevent 

blowing away and store them when not in use. 
g) Cold frames are permitted if they are no taller than 30 inches and the covers are made of sturdy 

plastic - not glass. 
h) Greenhouse-type structures are not permitted.  
i) Gardeners may not store excess lumber, fencing, or other materials not currently used for gardening 

at their plots for aesthetic and safety reasons. 
 

 
5. Weeds  

 
Must be kept under control throughout the year.  

a) Remove weeds from the floor of the plot. 
b)   Keep weeds off fences. 
c)  Remove vegetation for a distance of 8 inches on the outside of all non-shared fence(s) (i.e., remove 

weeds from the fence to where the ground crew mows). 
i. Gardeners may place bark mulch on the outside of their fences to a height not to exceed 8 

inches above ground against the fence (measured up the side of the fence) and to a 
distance of at least 8 inches away from the fence (measured from the fence along the 
ground to the edge of the mulch). 
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ii. At Laurel Hill Park only, Gardeners are not permitted to place bark mulch or plants on 
the compacted stone dust surfaces outside their plots, i.e., 8” rule does not apply 

iii. Flowers such as annuals or daylilies may be planted outside the plot fence at the 
gardener’s risk (mowers may cut through the frontmost plants). No weeds allowed! 

 
6. Watering and Hoses 

Mowing crews are not responsible for damage to hoses. Fix leaking hoses and leaking connections so water 
is not wasted and it does not collect in other plots or common areas. 
 

a) After watering, turn off the water at the hydrant. 
b) Leave splitters and hoses on hydrants in place. Attach your hose in sequence, using another splitter. 
c) Hoses may be left in place outside the plot during the season if they are kept within 8” of fences. 
d) Prevent leaks at all hydrants, hose, and splitter connections by using washers, plumber tape, etc. 
e) Do not leave your hose unattended while watering. Do not leave the park while watering. 
f) Use of buried hoses is prohibited. Buried hoses will be removed and disposed of. 
g) Hoses may not be hung on another gardener’s fence without their permission. 
h) Limit watering time to 15 minutes when someone else is waiting to use the faucet. 
i) Use of overhead sprinklers is prohibited. Soaker hoses are acceptable but must not be left unattended 

while in use. 
j) Hoses must be stored inside your plot over the winter, after the water is turned off for the season. 

This is part of Fall Clean-Up. 
See Guidelines section for recommendations on water conservation. 

7. Woody Plants 

All woody plants, such as trees, shrubs, roses, woody vines, etc., must be kept shorter than 6 feet. All woody 
plants are measured from the top of the soil line to the highest branch of the plant.  Fruit trees may be 
allowed to grow over winter but must be pruned back to <6 feet by May 1. [This is based on peach tree 
pruning advice from https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/422/422-020/422-020.html] If a plant’s roots extend 
and/or the plant creates shade in a neighboring plot, the gardener may be asked by the Garden Plot 
Coordinator to remove or relocate the plant. (See Guidelines section for more information on fruit trees.) 

 
 
 

 
 

8. Use of Pesticides 
 
Use chemical controls as a last resort. If you decide to use a pesticide (pesticides includes herbicides, 
fungicides, and insecticides), you MUST follow these rules: 

 
a) READ THE LABEL.  It is against federal law to use pesticides for a purpose that is not listed on 

the label. 
b) NO restricted pesticides (pesticides requiring a permit for use) are permitted under any 

circumstances, even if the person is a licensed pesticide applicator. 
c) Research the problem pest and the guidelines for managing it in the VCE publication Integrated Pest 

Management for Vegetable Gardens . For further questions about using chemical pesticides, contact 
your local Virginia Cooperative Extension agent or the local Master Gardener Help desk at Help 
Desk – Fairfax Gardening   

d) Mix and apply the chemical agent according to the label.  Increasing the dose or frequency may 
harm your crop and/or people. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pubs.ext.vt.edu%2F422%2F422-020%2F422-020.html&data=05%7C02%7CPatricia.Dietly%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7Cee9e30a3cbfe40cb1f2608dcc7888408%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638604636360918731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MW6VeVr8fNb3%2B%2Bm5EJN9sW2req4kb254B2KsFvsUsRI%3D&reserved=0
https://digitalpubs.ext.vt.edu/vcedigitalpubs/2355267178562789/MobilePagedReplica.action?pm=2&folio=1#pg1
https://digitalpubs.ext.vt.edu/vcedigitalpubs/2355267178562789/MobilePagedReplica.action?pm=2&folio=1#pg1
https://fairfaxgardening.org/help-desk/
https://fairfaxgardening.org/help-desk/
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e) For everyone’s safety, NO commercial, chemical, or organic pesticides and NO fertilizers may be 
stored anywhere in the garden plot at any time, including locked storage bins.  

f) Flamers or torches for weed control are NOT permitted due to the risk of fire and personal safety. 
Fairfax County Park Authority Policy Manual Appendix Regulations (§1.06).   
 

9. Other Rules 
 

a. All garden activity shall take place within the boundaries of the plot as delineated by the Garden Plot 
Coordinator. 

b. Man-made ground covers such as plastic tarp, carpet, artificial turf and weed blockers (including 
permeable weed blockers) are prohibited. If grass and/or other plants (including weeds) are used to 
secure soil between beds, the plants must be kept cut to a height of 5 inches or less, including along 
fence lines. 

c. The use of plastic as a ground cover or row cover, or any material on which water puddles, is not 
permitted. 

 
d. Open, standing water is not permitted in plots at any time or in any form because it fosters the 

development of mosquitoes. All water-filled containers, such as rain barrels, must be tightly covered. 
For more information on preventing mosquitos see this link.  

e. Empty all uncovered containers and store them upside down. This applies to buckets, trash cans, 
wheelbarrows, and any item, large or small, where open water can collect. 

 
f. Gardeners may not dig channels or create berms outside of their plots. 

 
g. According to state and local game regulations, it is illegal to bait or trap or transport any animals across 

property lines. See Fairfax County Park Authority Policy Manual Appendix Regulations (§1.10). 
 

 
h. Plants you may not grow: No marijuana or industrial hemp (i.e., no Cannabis sativa). No plants on the 

Virginia Invasive Plant List. Other invasive plants may be prohibited at the discretion of the Garden Plot 
Coordinator.  

 
i. Do not block garden roads, paths and aisles with structures, equipment, debris, or vehicles. Do not idle 

vehicles in the pathways or near the plots. 

 

IV. Rule Violations 
a) Dumping and other activities that are in violation of federal, state, or local regulations may 

result in expulsion from the Garden Plot Program with as little as 48 hours’ notice, and the 

appropriate authorities may be notified. Dumping, for example, is a Misdemeanor offense, and is 
punishable by more than just a fine. 

b) Gardeners who are not in compliance with the other Garden Plot Rules will: 

• Receive a notice by email from the Garden Plot Coordinator. 

• Have 14 calendar days to correct the problem upon receipt of the notice; and, 

• If the problem(s) is/are not corrected or addressed within the allotted time frame, the garden 
plot may be reclaimed and reassigned. 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sites/parks/files/assets/documents/administrative/policy-appendix-regulations.pdf
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/ENTO/ENTO-202/ENTO-202.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sites/parks/files/assets/documents/administrative/policy-appendix-regulations.pdf
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/invsppdflist.
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Receiving more than one notice of non-compliance in a single calendar year may result in the plot being 
reclaimed. Receiving the same notice in consecutive years (such as allowing your plot to become weedy 
while you are on vacation each year) may also result in a reclaim. 

 

IV.  Guidelines 
 
These guidelines are designed to make gardening enjoyable and successful for you and your garden plot 
neighbors.  For more gardening information, visit the Green Spring Gardens library or the Virginia Cooperative 

Extension website. Extension Master Gardeners offer individualized assistance at 703.324.8556, at 
mgfairfax@vt.edu, or at FairfaxCommunityGardens@gmail.com 
 

1. Making Good Plant Choices 
 
Gardeners may grow a wide variety of fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers.  Choosing from among the wide 
range of plants for the garden is challenging and fun!  The guidelines below will help you make good plant 
choices.  Talk to your gardening neighbors to share ideas for success. 
 

a) Perennials such as asparagus, rhubarb, and many desirable flowers are permitted.  Divide them as 
needed to manage their size.  Take them with you when you leave the Garden Plot Program.  

b) Non-invasive herbaceous vines are permitted.  Seek your neighbor’s permission to grow them on a 
shared fence.  

c) Some desirable plants can be weedy, such as raspberries, blackberries, mints, morning glories, and 
fennel.  Please keep these plants 1 foot or more away from plot boundaries.  Grow plants like mint in 
pots to contain them.  Remove and throw away seed heads before the seeds ripen.  Take the plants 
with you when you leave the Garden Plot Program. Fast-growing, fast-spreading plants such as 
blackberries, Jerusalem artichokes, and mint should be grown in containers. 

d) Gardeners may plant a fall crop or cover crop after the summer season. Fall and winter crops 
(spinach, kale, Swiss chard, root vegetables, aromatics, etc.) are encouraged. 
 

2. Woody Plants – Fruit Trees 
 
Growing fruit trees in garden plots is generally discouraged due to their height requirements, which exceed the 
6’ maximum that is stated in the Rules. Some of the newer dwarf varieties can be controlled through judicious 
pruning. For more information on growing fruit trees see VCE/Virginia Tech University publication 
 

3.  Mulch and Fertilizers 
 
Using mulch in your garden plot has many benefits.  As organic mulches break down, they add valuable 
nutrients to your soil.  You will need less fertilizer.  They also help conserve water.  

a) Organic mulches, such as compost, leaves, and straw are highly recommended to conserve water and 
add nutrients to the soil. Shredded bark mulch is an appropriate deterrent for weeds in pathways 
within your plot and the area outside your plot, along the fence. 

b) Composting plant materials within the plot is an excellent way to reduce trash and conserve 
nutrients.  Do not compost food scraps such as meat, oils, or fat, as this attracts animals. Refer to 
Rules Section 2 for specific instructions on composting. 

c) Fresh manure may not be used in the garden plots. It may contain weed seeds such as thistle, 
generate odors, and have sanitary issues that could affect neighboring plots. Composted manure is 
permitted. Liquid ‘compost tea’ fertilizer must be used immediately and may not be stored in the 
plot.   

http://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/category/fruits-vegetables.html
http://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/category/fruits-vegetables.html
mailto:mgfairfax@vt.edu
mailto:FairfaxCommunityGardens@gmail.com
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-841/426-841.html
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d) Mulch delivery to parks is determined by the Fairfax County Department of Solid Waste 
Management. Garden Plot renters may obtain mulch at the following parks: Baron Cameron, 
Lewinsville, Pine Ridge (Bo White Gardens), and Grist Mill. Gardeners can also pick up mulch from 
E.C. Lawrence Park, Bull Run Regional Park, the I-95 Citizens' Recycling and Disposal Facility, and 
the I-66 Citizens' Recycling and Disposal Facility.  For Fairfax County mulch delivery information, 
call 703-324-5995 or refer to the Fairfax County website. 

e) The mulch at garden plot host parks is available for use by all Fairfax County citizens, not just 
garden plot renters. 

f) Ordering wood chips for delivery to the host park is not allowed.  
 

4. Water Conservation 
 

Earth-friendly and low-water gardening methods are encouraged. Gardeners are requested to follow these 
Water Conservation Guidelines: 

a) Use washers to prevent leaks at all pumps, hose, and splitter connections. 
b) Y-splitters are often used to enable two gardeners to water at once. If you use a Y-splitter to 

attach your hose to other hoses in a chain, be sure all connections are tight.  
c) Soaker hoses are acceptable but only if used while the gardener is in attendance. Saturating the 

soil wastes water and can damage your plants. 
d) Do not use sprinklers, which result in evaporation of water that cannot be used by plant roots. 
e) Use water conservation methods such as mulching to retain water. 
f) Select plants that require less water.  
g) Report water faucet violations and equipment malfunctions to the Garden Plot Coordinator. 
 

Refer to Rules Section 5 for specific instructions on watering and hoses.  
 

 
5. Managing Pests 

 
There are many potential pests in the garden, such as weeds, insects, fungi, small mammals, etc.  Most can 
be controlled using good gardening practices.  We ask all gardeners to try these methods before applying 
chemical agents.  

 
Remember the garden plot community is like a crowded neighborhood.  Your actions can affect everyone. 
Use commercial pesticide sparingly and only as a last resort.  See the Rules, section 10. Use of Chemicals, 
for specific guidance on pesticide use. 
 

a) Choose plant varieties that are appropriate for our area and are resistant to pests. 
b) Keep plants healthy by using compost for fertilizer and mulches to retain water.  Over-watering can 

cause diseases to increase. 
c) Get a soil test every three years. 
d) Remove insects by hand, such as caterpillars and beetles. 
e) Dispose of diseased plants immediately. Do not put in compost. Bag and put in trash.  
f) Consult the Virginia Cooperative Extension for advice on addressing pests: Publications and 

Educational Resources | VCE Publications | Virginia Tech (vt.edu) 
 

Small mammals, such as mice, voles, rabbits, squirrels, and groundhogs can be a problem.  Barrier 
methods, such as fencing below the soil line, noise makers and netting, may help protect your crops. See 
Composting (Section 2 of the Rules) for ways to keep rodents out of compost piles.  
 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/ProgramDetail.aspx?agId=100313
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/


 

Page 9 

V.  Administration 
 

1. Program Management 
 

The Fairfax County Garden Plot Program is managed by the Fairfax County Park Authority through the 
Community Horticulture Office at Green Spring Gardens. Patricia Dietly, the Garden Plot Coordinator, 
manages the day-to-day operations and can be reached at 703-642-0128. E-mail is the preferred way to contact 
the Garden Plot Coordinator: FCPAGardenPlots@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 
2. Garden Plot Registration List and Offers to New Gardeners 

 
Gardening is popular, and we maintain a registration list of potential new garden plot renters. Aspiring 
gardeners may enter the list by completing the form on the website https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-
spring/plots or by calling 703-642-0128. 
 

a) Plots are offered throughout the year as they become available. Offers are sent by email. 
b) When a potential gardener is offered a particular plot, he or she may accept or decline the offer. If 

the offer is declined or if no response is given within the allotted time for reply, the person is retired 
from the registration list. The time allotted to reply to an offer is usually about 4 calendar days and 
usually includes a weekend. 

c) Persons who are retired from the registration list may re-apply and will thereby be relocated to the 
end of the list. 

d) Names remain on the list from year to year, until a plot is offered. 
e) A gardener whose plot is in compliance with these Garden Plot Rules and Guidelines may request a 

trade to a different plot during the off-season. Contact the Garden Plot Coordinator in December to 
request a change for the upcoming year.  

f) Gardeners may not transfer a plot to another gardener. All plot assignments are made by the Garden 
Plot Coordinator to persons on the Registration List. 

 
3. Existing Plot Condition – New Tenant 

a) All plots are rented in their existing condition.  
b) A new tenant is responsible for bringing a plot into compliance by clearing and active planting of 

crops within two weeks of accepting the offer for the plot, or within an alternative timeframe 
specified by the Garden Plot Coordinator. 

c) Full rent must be paid for the calendar year in which a plot is accepted. Plot rental fees are not pro-
rated. 
 

4. Inspections, Violations, and Remedies for Non-Compliance 
a) The Garden Plot Coordinator will inspect plots at least three times per season and send email notices 

to gardeners whose plots are not in compliance with the rules or whose plots are not used 
appropriately. Most plot inspections are unannounced.  

b) Gardeners who fail to address a rules violation within 14 calendar days, or within an alternative 
timeframe specified by the Garden Plot Coordinator, risk having their garden plot reclaimed. No 
refunds are given for reclaimed plots. 

c) Violations of federal, state, or local regulations may result in the immediate reclaim of the plot, with 
48 hours’ notice to remove all personal items. Appropriate authorities may be notified. 

d) If you would like assistance to resolve an issue with another gardener, you may contact the Garden 
Plot Coordinator at 703-642-0128 or FCPAGardenPlots@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

e) The Garden Plot Coordinator can put you in contact with other gardeners so you can coordinate 
projects like replacing a shared fence or trading seeds. 

 

file:///C:/Users/sharm1/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-6e2c8b63-a3dc-4d0f-b125-23d3e0bc2f88/2024/FCPAGardenPlots@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://fairfaxcounty-639180.workflowcloud.com/forms/89c74643-aca5-4285-9fef-4d848581309a
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-spring/plots
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-spring/plots
file:///C:/Users/sharm1/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-6e2c8b63-a3dc-4d0f-b125-23d3e0bc2f88/2024/FCPAGardenPlots@fairfaxcounty.gov
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5. Plot Return Policy 
a) Fees are only refunded if plot is returned by March 15 deadline.  
b) Gardeners may return their plots at any time by contacting the Garden Plot Coordinator at 703-642-

0128 or FCPAGardenPlots@FairfaxCounty.gov  
c) Garden plot renters may not give away or sublet their rented plot to other renters.  All garden plot 

trades or plot rental terminations must be managed by the Garden Plot Coordinator. 
 

6. Contracts and Renewals 
a) Tenants of large plot may renew their leases each year if the plot is in compliance.  
b) Contracts will be sent by US mail by mid-January to the tenant’s residence 
c) Requests for additional copies of the contract will cost $5.00 per copy.  
d) Signed contract payments are due by February 15 each year.  

 
7. Safety 

a) Renters garden at their own risk. 
b) Since all plot locations are in public parks, the public cannot be banned from these areas.  FCPA 

assumes no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal property, plants or produce at the 
Garden Plots. 

c) In the event of a medical emergency, or if you observe illegal activity in progress, such as theft, 
vandalism, or alcohol use, etc., call 911. 

d) For non-emergency situations, contact the Fairfax County Police Department non-emergency 
number: 703-691-2131. 

e) You may file a report at the Fairfax County Police Department website. 
 

 
Please be a responsible member of the Garden Plot community while enjoying the benefits of gardening in 
the Community Garden Plot Rental Program.  If you have any questions, please contact the Garden Plot 
Coordinator, Patricia Dietly, at FCPAGardenPlots@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-642-0128. 
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 If accommodations or alternative formats are 

 needed, please call 703-324-8563 at least 10 
working days before event. TTY 703-803-3354 
 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/howdoi/communityreportingsystem
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