Sustainability Merit Badge at Lake Fairfax Park

Welcome to the Sustainability Merit Badge Program at Lake Fairfax Park. The exact meeting location
for the class is the Lake Fairfax Park Main Office. Lake Fairfax Park is located at:

1400 Lake Fairfax Drive

Reston, VA 20190.

Scouts should be dressed appropriately for the weather. Be Prepared!

Important Merit Badge information for parents:

Please be familiar with the requirements of the program your scout has selected. Some
badges take considerable time and planning to complete. Some badges may not be
appropriate for younger scouts.

Blue cards must be signed by the troop leader before attending the merit badge program.
Lake Fairfax Park does not have blue cards.

This badge program is a single 4-hour class. Every badge requires some independent work
by your scout. All requirements, including prework, the program, and postwork, must be
completed before park staff can sign the merit badge card. Note: Not all badges will have
postwork.

Please be prepared for the possibility that you may have to stay for the program and not just
drop off your scout. We encourage that one or more adults remain. There is no fee for
adults, and you are sure to learn something. This will allow the instructor to concentrate
more fully on the difficult task of imparting all the required information and assisting the
boys individually if necessary. Additionally, adults may help keep the atmosphere calm and
productive. Itis also in keeping with the scouting guidelines for youth protection.

ARRIVE ON TIME - EARLY IS BETTER! PLAN TO ARRIVE 5 MINUTES EARLY. IF SCOUTS ARE
LATE, THEY MAY NOT COMPLETE THE BADGE.
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What to bring to the program:

Bring your completed homework. Itis OK if you cannot complete the homework before
class. You can bring the completed homework in at a later date for sign-off and will receive
partial credit till the restis completed.

Come prepared to discuss and present your homework. As we move from one topic to
the next during class scouts will be asked to present homework elements completed. It will
be more important to prove that you have understood a reguirement orally rather than just
presenting written information.

Bring your blue card signed by your scout master. (Lake Fairfax Park does not have blue
cards.)

Bring/wear weather appropriate clothing/outerwear. We will not go outdoors in heavy rain or
thunderstorms. Boy Scout uniform is not required.

Bring a pencil and pen.
Bring a snack/ lunch and water bottle.
Read the Sustainability Merit Badge booktet!!!

TO DO AT HOME as PREWORK prior to class:

Requirement 2.

1.

Water. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:

a. Evaluate your household water usage. If available, review water bills from
the past vear and evaluate the seasonal changes in water use. |dentify three
ways to help reduce water consumption.

b. Explain why water is necessary in our lives. Create a diagram to show how

L its cl L r t
with the water after you use it. Tell two ways to preserve your community's
L terin th .

c. Different areas of the world are affected by either too much (flooding) or too

Littl t) water. Explor it th i
wat n ti f itigati r
l) that hav tri her i rin f

that interests you.

Requirement 3.

2.

Food. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
a. Explore the sustainability of different types of plant-based, animal-based and
\ . Identi four different h as mil i
h from t I t rted from
the source to you.
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b. Identify four factors that limit the availabili ff in different regions of the world.
. h factor infl t . - ide f .

b. List eight ways your family consumes energy, such as gas appliances, electricity, heating
i1 r i tion. F - rtation-

t list three ways t I i r car

a. Create a list of 15 items of your personal "stuff.” Classify each item as an essential need

(s as soap) or a desirable want (such as a video game). lden any excess "stuff" you
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and Life on Land. Pick one of these eight and summarize the goal and its current and future

t i i
b. ldentify how the planetary life-support systems (soil, Qllmate, freshwater, atmospheric,
memwm&gmp_e
her. what h lanet’ tai ility when t t
isrupt L event tivi
c. ify h Lif le of i rcing, pr ti i l
i rrent futur tai ility. Ch 1
nstrat W pr i b :
d. n th ld' lati ts th inability of 3
tivities th tri i i W int re.
e. int i L i Li ret tivities t
contribute to species decline, what can be done to help reverse the decline, and its impact
tai ironment.
f. Fi that sh ttern of tem t hange f ri t 1
rs. | i t ientist li tth
rat i li i tai ili f water,

Requirements to be demonstrated, practiced, and assessed during the class:

We will be reviewing recommended homework to ensure a thorough understanding and will also be
covering the following requirements during the class:

ility t i i filling t r
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Requirement 4,

4. Community. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselos:

ir nt
8. Do the following:

b. Discuss with your counselor how living by the Scout Qath, Scout Law, and Outdoor Code

Work completed after the program:

Once the prework, class work and postwork are completed, all elements of the merit badge will be
complete. If your scout needs blue card sign-off after the class date, please call (703) 471-5415 to
arrange a time to meet with a merit badge counselor.

We're looking forward to working with your scout!
Lake Fairfax Park

{703) 471-5415

1400 Lake Fairfax Drive

Reston, VA 20190

irf j rks/lake-fai t
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