Farm Mechanics
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This program will last 3 hours
In program covers requirements 1a, 1d, 2, 3, 4, 6,
Pre-work Covers Requirements 1b, 1c, 5 & 7.
Please bring your authorized blue card and merit badge workbook.

Important Information for Parents about how to prepare for a merit badge program at Frying Pan Farm
Park
Make sure you are aware of the requirements and activities for the merit badge that you are registering
for. The full requirements for all badges can be found online. Some merit badges involve a sizable time
commitment as well as long term planning and in the case of Farm Mechanics, the scouts will be
working with machinery that will require them to listen attentively to the instructor and follow every
single safety rule. This therefore may not be appropriate for younger scouts.
Merit badges also require a certain amount of work completed independently by the scout. This will
often times involve planning ahead and possibly visiting other sites. This work is called “pre-work”
because if it is completed when the scout comes in to do the program then they will have fulfilled all the
requirements for the merit badge and the counselor will be able to sign their merit badge card. If that
work is not completed, we will work with the scout and the scout’s family to schedule times for the
scout to come in when the work is completed, have it reviewed by a qualified counselor and then
signed.
Note you will have to contact and schedule an appointment with an appropriate staff member to do
this. Not all staff members are qualified for all badges.
We do not have blue cards here at Frying Pan. Please bring your authorized blue card to the program in
order to get it signed and officially meet the requirements of the badge.
Although it is not required, we invite and encourage that adults remain. There is no a fee for adults and
you are sure to learn something. This will allow the instructor to concentrate more fully on the difficult
task of imparting all the required information and assisting the scouts individually if necessary, while
other adults keep the atmosphere calm and productive.
Be sure your scout is dressed appropriately for being outdoors for some or all of the program time.
Packing water and snacks is wise for long programs and programs scheduled in hot weather months.
Lastly, obtaining copies of the scout resource booklet for the merit badge can help prepare your scout
working with his counselor and for completing any independent study. Books for the badges can be
ordered at your local scouting store or at www.scoutstuff.org .
Thank you! And have a great time with your scouting adventure here at Frying Pan Farm Park!

Below are the specific pre-work requirements for this merit badge:

1b. Draw a plan showing a well-equipped farm shop. Point out the shop’s mandatory safety devices
and features. This will require the scout to research how farm shops are typically laid out and what the
main safety features in a shop are. They are encouraged to visit one to help them draw their layout.
1c. Find all the universal warning and safety symbols on a piece of equipment and explain what they
mean. Essentially the scout needs to pick one piece of equipment that would be found in a typical farm
mechanics shop and explain all the warnings, symbols, and safety instructions. The scout will be asked in
class about the equipment they chose.
5. Visit an implement dealer. Interview the dealer, technician, or service manager for hints on good
preventive maintenance. Ask why it is important, the costs, and what causes wear or damage. Report
what you learn. The scout will be best served planning this out ahead of time! Many dealers, technicians
or service managers are busy but if given enough heads up will be happy to talk about what they know
(it’s not often they get asked).
7. Find out about three career opportunities in farm mechanics. Pick one and find out about the
education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and
explain why this profession might interest you. As with requirement 7, the scout will be asked in class
to explain the career they chose to research and whether it interests them.

