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Preface 
The creation of historic districts was authorized by the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors to protect and enhance the county's historic and architectural land­
marks. These sites are not only valuable but vulnerable—vulnerable to increased 
pressures for new development and to the potential for incompatible nearby 
development. The creation of a historic district affords protection by assuring 
that all new development and any alteration to existing structures will be 
compatible with the character of the historic site. After adoption by the Board 
of Supervisors, all historic districts are administered by the Architectural Re­
view Board. 

Adoption of the Mount Air Historic Overlay District will bring to thirteen the 
number of Fairfax County historic districts. 

Recommendations for the district stress retention of the residential character 
and the necessity for proper siting of any new development so as to reflect the 
importance of the Mount Air house. 
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The Property 
The Mount Air property is located on the southern quadrant of the intersection 
of Telegraph and Accotink Roads. To the north, east and west the area is resi­
dential. South of the property is land which was once part of the estate but is now 
controlled by Fort Belvoir. The property consists at present of two parcels th 
house lot with twenty-five acres and an adjacent parcel of forty-one acres. On the 
house lot sits the Mount Air house, a stable, cabins and a tenant house. There is 
at present no structure on the adjacent parcel, though an old house, once 
overseer's house, has been moved from this lot to the east side of Accotink 
Road. The area is in woods and fields, as is the adjacent portion of Fort Belvoir. 

The boxwood allee is one of the most impressive 
features of the site. 

Old building on the property, thought to have been 
slave cabin. 


