
Contractor’s Office and Shop, 
and Construction Vehicles 

Community Meetings
March 2024 



Project Timeline

December 2021

Community Meetings 

with Stakeholders 

May 12, 2022 

Land Use Process Review 

(LUPR) Committee Meeting 

May 17, 2022

Land Use Policy 

Committee (LUPC) 

Meeting

Winter/Spring 2024 

Outreach Meetings 

with Stakeholders 

and Public 

May 9, 2024 

LUPR Meeting

May 14, 2024 

LUPC Meeting 

Fall 2024*

BOS Hearing 

Summer 2024* 

BOS 

Authorization  

Fall 2024* 

PC Hearing 

* Represents tentative date



Existing Provisions: Contractor’s Office and Shop
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Definition 

Establishments that provide services and store necessary vehicles, 

equipment, or materials for the installation and servicing of items which 

may include, but are not limited to, air conditioners, electrical 

equipment, flooring, painting, plumbing, roofing, tiling, and heating and 

ventilating equipment. This use also includes establishments for the 

planting and maintenance of gardens, grounds, and yards, such as 

landscape contractors and lawn maintenance services. This use cannot 

include retail sales to the general public, except as an accessory use.

Permissions 
Permitted in the C-8, I-3, I-4, I-5, and I-6, and PTC Districts (when shown 

on a final development plan) 



Existing Provisions: Outdoor Storage and Construction 
Vehicles/Equipment

In the C-8, I-3, and I-4 Districts:

• Outdoor storage and display of goods is limited to 500 square feet

• Retail sales allowed only as an accessory use.

• Outdoor storage and loading areas must be screened from the view

• No outdoor storage or parking of: 

– Construction equipment or machinery

– Vehicles used for transporting construction equipment or materials

– Other similar vehicles, such as solid waste collection vehicles, dump trucks, cement mixers, 
tractors, or trailers of tractor-trailer trucks
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Potential Changes re: Outdoor Storage
associated with Contractor’s Office and Shops 

• Establish a Special Exception (SE) process to permit increased outdoor storage in 
the C-8 District

• Screen outdoor storage of materials or equipment in C-8 Districts*
– May not be located in a front yard 

• Allow 10,000 square feet of screened outdoor storage in Industrial Districts, 
through site plan approval  
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*Outdoor storage under the current Zoning Ordinance must be screened from view  



Potential Changes re: Permitted Vehicles/Equipment 

• Make distinction between Light vs. Heavy Vehicles and Equipment

– Limit the number of Light Vehicles and Equipment in C-8 Districts
– Allow Heavy Vehicles and Equipment in Industrial Districts
– Prohibit Heavy Vehicles and Equipment in C-8 District

• Unless approved through SE process

• Create use standards regulating where, how many, and what type of vehicles and 
equipment could be stored in C-8 Districts.   

6



Outdoor Storage Comparison

10,000 

sq ft

Vicinity Map



C-8 District
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C-8 District Example
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C-8 District Example



C-8 District Example



I-3 thru I-6 
Districts



I-3 District Example



I-4 District Example



I-5 District Example



I-5 District Example



Possible Vehicles and Equipment Standards

• Length of Vehicles and Equipment  

• Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)

• Height of vehicles or equipment 

• Number of tires and/or axels 

• Operating capacity (for types of equipment) 

• Heavy Vehicles
o Exceeds Light standards

o Dump trucks

o Solid waster collection vehicles

o Cement-mixer trucks

o Towing and recovery vehicles
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Gross Vehicle Weight (GVWR)
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Heavy Equipment Example



Heavy Equipment Example



Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment webpage
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-
development/zoning-ordinance/construction-
vehicles 
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/construction-vehicles
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/construction-vehicles
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/construction-vehicles


Survey Poll Instructions 
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• Survey poll questions 
will appear in the chat 
box. 

• Please respond to the 
question by clicking 
“Yes” or “No.”

• After making a selection 
click “Submit Vote.” 



Questions 
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What do you think an appropriate height limitation should 
be for Light Vehicles and Equipment?

How many Light Vehicles or Equipment should be permitted 
on a property zoned C-8? 

If increased outdoor storage is allowed, what type of 
screening would be appropriate? (Fencing, vegetation, etc.)
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