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The Sign Ordinance is located within Article 7 of the
Zoning Ordinance.
Additional information for when sign permits are
required and how to submit is available on the sign
permits webpage.

Sign Ordinance

Additional
Resources

A mural is a work of art created solely for
aesthetic purposes designed to beautify and
enhance a space without promoting a specific
institution, organization, business, product,
service, or event. Unlike a mural, a sign is defined
by the Zoning Ordinance as any device or
structure, or part of such device or structure, that
is designed and used to attract attention to an
institution, organization, business, product,
service, event, or location by any means involving
words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures,
logos, colors, illumination, or projected images,
that is visible from any public or private street.
Signs often serve a commercial or directional
purpose, distinguishing them from murals,
which focus purely on artistic expression and
visual appeal.

Can I paint a mural?
Before painting a mural, please contact the
Zoning Administration Division at (703) 324-1314
or OrdAdmin@fairfaxcounty.gov. Staff will review
the Zoning Ordinance provisions and confirm
whether or not the mural would be considered a
sign and subject to the sign permit requirements
and other standards. If determined necessary,
staff may recommend you submit for an
Interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance.

Mural Vs. Sign

Murals can be powerful tools for storytelling and are used to
celebrate local identity in a highly visible way. They can beautify
urban environments, instill a sense of pride, and spark
conversations. Murals can be a placemaking tool that assists in
shaping the physical and social character of an area.

An interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance is a
written or verbal determination made by the
Zoning Administrator that explains the applicability
of specific provision(s) of the Zoning Ordinance
based on the set of facts presented in the request.
All requests for an interpretation of the Zoning
Ordinance must be submitted electronically
through the PLUS application portal.
For more information visit our Interpretation of the
Zoning Ordinance webpage.

Interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance

Paint it, Fairfax! program
Fairfax County launched its first mural program,
Paint it, Fairfax!, to enhance Commercial
Revitalization Districts by engaging the
community in creative placemaking that
celebrates local identity and fosters vitality
through public art.
Find out more: Paint it, Fairfax!
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