
 

 

 

APPROVED MINUTES March 12, 2020 

THE FAIRFAX COUNTY ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Conference Rooms 9/10 

Members Present: Members Excused: Staff Present: 

Elise Murray Jason Sutphin Laura Arseneau, 

Michele Aubry, Treasurer Joseph Plumpe, ASLA Historic Preservation Planner 

Jason Zellman Susan Notkins, AIA Kyra Davis, 

Kaye Orr John A. Burns, FAIA, Planning Technician 

Christopher Daniel, Vice Chairman Chairman Ryan Johnson, 

Samantha Huang Steve Kulinski Recording Secretary 

*Arrived after the commencement of meeting. 

Mr. Daniel opened the March 12, 2020 meeting of the Architectural Review Board (ARB) at 6:30 p.m. 

at Rooms 9/10 of the Fairfax County Government Center. Mr. Zellman read the opening statement of 

purpose. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Mr. Daniel made a motion to revise the agenda due to the 

presenter for Item #2 (Workshop Session) being unable to attend, and also to remove the staff 

update items on design guidelines, ARB staff report, and HOD signage. The motion was seconded 

by Ms. Murray. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ms. Murray made a motion to approve the revised agenda.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Orr. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

INTRODUCTION/RECOGNITION OF GUESTS 

None. 

CONSENT CALENDAR ACTION ITEMS: None. 

ITEMS FOR ACTION: 

1. ARB 20-LOR-01- Proposal for site plan for Phase 2B to construct vehicular access in the 

Penitentiary, located in the Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Area, tax map numbers 107-1-((09)). 

The final site plan includes constructing vehicular access from White Spruce Way into the north 

yard of the penitentiary along with construction of additional parking to serve commercial uses 

in the historic structures. 

The 2001 Lorton Correctional Complex MOA stipulates that the ARB review undertakings 

within the area eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and that the area 

within the Eligible District is subject to review as stipulated in Section 7-200 of the Fairfax 

County Zoning Ordinance. Section 7-200 of the Zoning Ordinance stipulates that: 1) plans shall 

be referred to the ARB for its review and recommendation and 2) ARB approval shall be 
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required prior to the issuance of building permits. The applicant will submit materials to the 

Lorton Heritage Society and VDHR as required by the MOA, as well as Fairfax County 

Archaeological Collections Branch.  Mr. Jim Perry of Elm Street Development represents the 

proposal. Mount Vernon District. 

Presentation 

- Jim Perry, Vice President, Elm Street Development: 

o Mr. Perry started by discussing a brief history of the overall Laurel Hill Adaptive 

Reuse project, and displayed a conceptual plan from March 2014 reflecting previous 

County approvals as to use, structures, and other basic site plan elements.  This plan 

has been presented to the ARB members before.  A more detailed landscape plan was 

also approved in 2014. 

▪ Portions of the plan Mr. Perry displayed that were marked “yellow” represent 

the Phase 2B site plan consisting of a parking field to the north and south 

(which is the subject of tonight’s action item), which includes: 
• Vehicular access connection to White Spruce Way 

• Portion of penitentiary wall removed to make for entrance to parking 

lot 

▪ Portions of the plan marked “brown” represent the Phase 2C site plan: 45,000 

s.f. of non-residential uses.  The developer will come to the ARB in the future 

about this portion of the property. 

o Tree planting schedule and trees: The Japanese zelkova was removed from the plans 

based on ARB feedback from February 2020. 

o Elevated brick walkway through middle of parking lot has been retained as well as 

additional brick paver crosswalks throughout points in the parking lot where 

pedestrians and vehicles are likely to intersect. 

o Trash enclosures match the existing trash enclosures throughout Section 1.  They are 

6 feet-tall board enclosures on a metal frame. 

- Discussion 

o Ms. Murray asked about the location of the storm water management ponds (BMPs). 

The response was that they are essentially pushed to the sides to maintain the views 

and to minimize impact on landscaping. 

o Mr, Daniel asked what will happen with the parking outside of the wall. The 

response was that it would be used to support all of the commercial and non-

residential uses. 

o Mr. Daniel thanked the presenters for enhancing the project with the brick pedestrian 

pathways. 

o Ms. Aubry asked about the VDHR letter regarding the proposal. The response was 

that everything that is being proposed has been approved by the VDHR and the 

National Park Service. 

o Ms. Murray asked if Lorton Heritage has approved the proposal. The response was 

that they have been informed along the way. 

o Ms. Huang asked about the new parking shown on the site plan outside of the 

penitentiary wall. The response was that will be discussed at the next iteration 

submission and ARB review of the site plan. 
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- Mr. Zellman made the following motion, and Ms. Orr seconded: Motion carries 

unanimously. 

o Mr. Chairman, I move that the ARB recommend approval for ARB 20-LOR-01 

located at tax map numbers 107-1-((09)), in the Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Area for 

the proposed site plan for Liberty development, Phase 2B, to construct vehicular 

access and surface parking in the Penitentiary, as submitted and presented at the 

March 12, 2020 ARB meeting. Upon review of the materials, the proposal is found to 

meet requirements of Zoning Ordinance 7-200 HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICTS. 

o The motion carried unanimously. 

- Mr. Daniel mentioned that the proposed parking lot outside of the penitentiary wall should 

have a workshop session. 

PRESENTATION #1 

Hollin Hills Stream Restoration Projects- Meghan Fellows, Fairfax County Department of Public 

Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) 

Presentation 

- This presentation is a little different because stream restoration doesn’t concern a structure in 

the traditional sense, and usually the ARB is concerned with advising in regards to actual 

building structures. 

- There are 2 streams: Goodman Park (not a resource protection area- “RPA”) and 

Brickelmaier Park (which is a RPA) 

- Site Conditions: 

o There are exposed banks throughout the Hollin Hills neighborhood, and the site 

conditions are “rough”. The stream is unstable, and the solution is human 

intervention through stream restoration. 70% of the forest is non-native invasive 

species, and that has negative effects on the stability of the landscape. Trees have 

affected the stream channeling in Hollin Hills, and there is also a problem with deer 

overpopulation. There is a safety issue because holes have developed, with as deep as 

16 feet in some spots. This presents a dangerous situation for children and others 

who may be recreating in the vicinity. 

- The original design of Hollin Hills was architecturally and environmentally sensitive, 

although there are no gutters or stormwater BMP’s in the original design in the community. 
- The National Park Service has been involved in the Section 106 review for past DPWES 

projects related to this neighborhood being listed on the NRHP. 

- Civic Association Parks Policy (2002) recognizes the importance of the parks and the 

rehabilitation of the stream beds as a priority. 

- Fairfax County follows national channel design—channel realignment, ecologically 

influenced and “historic view” influenced. 

o Ecological lift approach—looks at the stream as an ecological community—fish, 

insects, plants, etc. and how the long-term health of the stream will be impacted. 

o Protects the historic viewshed and parklike aesthetic 

o DPWES staff has presented to the History Commission and a citizen work-group to 

ascertain what the park-like aesthetic is. 

- Permitting and bonding will take 2 years.  A land disturbance permit would be required. All 

projects are Army Corps of Engineers permitted. 
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Discussion 

- Ms. Murray asked whether there would be rip rap in the channel redesign. 

o Ms. Fellows responded that having a mixture of different stone sizes helps to 

dissipate energy.  This will follow the natural channel design, and there may be some 

larger rocks.  This will not be a concrete channel-type look. 

- Mr. Daniel thanked the presenter and commented that some HOD’s such as Robey’s Mill 
have water as main features.  It is important to consider more than just buildings, given the 

potential archaeological value in streambeds, etc. 

- Laura Arseneau mentioned that any project that requires a site plan, if the potential Hollin 

Hills HOD is established, that it would come before the ARB for review and 

recommendation. 

- Mr. Daniel mentioned that landscape/trees are not always original to a historic resource, and 

we try to promote tree preservation sometimes when they were not part of the original 

aesthetic. 

- Ms. Orr asked about funding and whether it would affect the quality of the stone. Ms. 

Fellows responded that the funds are committed before the project is even constructed. 

- Mr. Daniel commented that it is good to have an ecologist on the design team to look at the 

design beyond a purely engineering aspect. 

BOARD AND STAFF ITEMS: 

• Review and action on approval of previous months minutes (February 2020) 

▪ Ms. Aubry made a motion to approve the February 2020 minutes and authorize 

payment to the Recording Secretary for the month of February 2020. The 

motion was seconded by Ms. Orr.  The motion passed unanimously. 

▪ Treasurer’s Report: Staff $17,002.50 

Discussion/Update Reports: 

• Hollin Hills 4/9 ARB Meeting Prep- Laura Arseneau: Parameters for taking comments, etc. 

for the 4/9 meeting. 

o Main Issues: 

▪ 1. Limiting each person’s time- 3 minutes per person, 

▪ 2. public comment deadline of April 2nd by 5:00 p.m., and 

▪ 3. configuration of room to accommodate crowd. 

o Mr. Zellman began to discuss draft motion language stating that the ARB establish a policy 

that the ARB accept public comment, and that anyone wanting to speak be limited to a time 

no longer than 3 minutes. 

▪ Mr. Daniel asked should we have different speaking times for individuals and 

organizations. Ms. Arseneau responded most people are going to speak as 

individuals.  It is difficult to decipher at this time as to who will show up and how 

because the March 24 committee meeting has not occurred yet. 

▪ Mr. Daniel mentioned a sign-up sheet at the meeting, and asked who would manage 

the speaker time limit. Mr. Daniel mentioned that people can sign-up ahead of time 

(by emailing staff) and at the meeting. 
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▪ Mr. Daniel asked about the possibility of having law enforcement. Ms. Arseneau 

responded security can be arranged. 

▪ Ms. Aubry mentioned that everyone has the right to be heard and that the ARB will 

have to hear out the entirety of the public comment. 

▪ Mr. Daniel will lead the meeting. 

o Mr. Zellman made a motion in regards to the April 9, 2020 ARB meeting regarding 

the Hollin Hills design guidelines discussion, and any meeting after that, that members 

of the public shall submit comments no later than April 2, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. or 7 days 

prior to such meeting, and shall be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Ms. Murray 

seconded. Ms.Arseneau asked for a friendly amendment to include any future 

meetings of which there will be public comment.  Mr. Daniel entertained Ms. 

Arseneau’s amendment, and Mr. Zellman started to begin a discussion about the scope 

of which meetings should be included in the motion. However, Mr. Daniel retracted 

his entertainment of Ms. Arseneau’s friendly amendment and reopened the motion to 

the members, and it passed unanimously. 

• ARB by-laws- Section 106/Consulting Party policy: Ms.Arseneau 

Based on an County Attorney guidance the ARB needs to develop a policy to be able to advise on 

Section 106 matters to the Board of Supervisors. Ms. Arseneau talked with staff in the BOS Clerk 

office, and will discuss with Supervisor Kathy Smith and FCDOT to determine whether ARB as a 

consulting party to Section 106 matters will be a Board matter and have the matters go through that 

Board member’s district. The next steps are to clarify the ARB role in its by-laws, and put a memo 

as an information item to the BOS, and reach out to Chairman McKay to see what his vision is for 

the ARB with regard to this topic.  Mr. Daniel mentioned the District-specific idea makes sense 

because it is more streamlined and more in-line with the intent of the Section 106 Process. 

Ms.Arseneau will continue to communicate to the Supervisors’ office about the Section 106 

process. 

• Rezoning Cases- Ms. Arseneau mentioned that an African-American cemetery was found off of 

Sutton Road in Nottoway Park.  Staff will alert the state. 

• Section 106 updates- Pohick Neck monopole Nicole reviewed and the Section 106 review 

concluded no adverse impact on the historic viewshed . 

Correspondence, Announcements 

None. 

Administrative 

None. 

Old Business 

New/Other Business 

- Meeting with Supervisor Walter Alcorn: Mr. Daniel and Ms. Huang 
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o Laura Arseneau, Nicole Brannan, Denice Dressel, and Chris Caperton (DPD) were in 

attendance. 

o The Section 106 process was explained to Supervisor Alcorn 

o The impression was that Supervisor Alcorn had some questions about a blanket approval of 

the ARB being a Section 106 consulting party. 

o Denice Dressel talked about the Reston Survey and provided a list of resources to Sup. 

Alcorn. Sup. Alcorn seemed excited about the study. 

o Sup. Alcorn mentioned that Mr. Daniel and Ms. Huang should stay tuned about the 

comprehensive plan amendment process in Reston and suggested that they should be on the 

task force for the Reston Comprehensive Plan updates. 

Mr. Zellman made a motion to adjourn at 7:54 p.m. 

The ARB Administrator will stamp and sign copies of approved drawings or other application 

documents following the meeting at which approvals are granted, or at such time as drawings amended 

to reflect ARB actions are received by the administrator. Applicants may be required to submit 

additional copies of approved drawings or other application documents. Applicants may request copies 

of meeting minutes within 2 weeks of the meeting at which the ARB approved the minutes. Stamped 

drawings, letters from administrator documenting ARB action or copies of relevant minutes are required 

prior to projects being approved by county review and permitting agencies. 

For further information contact, Laura Arseneau, Heritage Resources Planner, Architectural Review 

Board Administrator, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development (DPD), at 703/324-

1380 
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