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Globally Rare 
Natural Area 
Owner 

• Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

Existing Conditions 

• Globally rare wetland communities 

• Extremely rare forested wetland 
community 

Preservation Goals and Strategies 

• Conservation easements (see green 
hatching) 

• The County’s Stream Protection 
Strategy (SPS) Report recommends 
maintaining this section of Pohick 
Creek to prevent further 
degradation. 





 

Ecological Significance 

Lorton 

Seepage Bogs 

Pohick Seep 

Magnolia Bog 

Stormwater Planning 

Handout - Page 4 



  

   

    

      

   

 

      

  

    

 

 

      

      

    

  

Pohick Creek Stream Conditions 
Overall, the lower mainstem of Pohick Creek has a “fair” 

condition, based upon benthic macroinvertebrate monitoring. 

Benthic scores indicate that small tributaries draining the lower 

Pohick landscape to the mainstem throughout the Laurel Hill, 

Lorton Station, and adjacent to Noman Cole are highly 

variable. 

Some are rated as “excellent” (best available in the County) 
to “very poor. 

Each small drainage (draining 40-50+ acres”) needs to be 
evaluated individually to comment on specific biological 

quality. 

The lower Pohick has one of the most diverse fish native 

communities in the County, partly due to the connectivity and 

adjacency to tidal waters, and underlying geology throughout 

the transition from Piedmont to Coastal Plain. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Stormwater Conservation Easements 

These conservation easements 

were established to offset water 

quality requirements from two 

Fairfax County capital projects: 

the Huntington Levee and a fire 

station project. 

The conservation easements 

help preserve and protect the 

Pohick Seeps wetlands. 
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Parking Lot Flooding 

Drainage issues at the 
Fields at Lorton Station 
are not caused by 
stormwater runoff from 
the Amtrak station. 



 

 

Trails and Recreation 

• Porous asphalt / concrete and 

similar permeable pavement 

solutions are not practical 

solutions in the floodplain. 

• The existing Trail with creek 

crossing connecting 

neighborhoods can be 

improved (to some extent). 

Trail leading behind 
the Fields at Lorton 
Station 

Stormwater 
Planning Handout 
- Page 11 



What can be done? 

Solutions recommended 

by DPWES 



 

  

 VDRPT-recommended 

BRT Station 

EQC / RPA / Floodplain / Wildlife Habitat 

Pohick Stream 

Valley Park 

Place trail 

over existing 

sanitary sewer 

What can be 

done? 

Balanced Planning: 

• Identify and Prioritize Policies 

• Sound Design Elements 

• Environmental Stewardship 

• Safety and Accessibility 

• Convenience 



Questions? 


