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Special Event Process 

A special event is a temporary outdoor activity held on private property and open to the general public, including but not limited to, seasonal sales, the 

display of goods and merchandise as part of a retail promotional activity, community or cultural events, musical events, celebrations, festivals, fairs, 

carnivals, and circuses. 

Certain short-term events such as grand openings for retail stores may apply for a Tier-One Administrative Permit (AP). All other special events that do 

not meet the requirements for a Tier-One AP will qualify for Tier-Two AP and are limited to 60 days with seasonal sales limited to 45 days and carnivals 

and circuses limited to 21 days. This timeframe does not need to be consecutive. A program of events AP for both Tier-One and Tier-Two APs may be 

issued for a two-year period for recurring special events that do not have significant changes from one year to the next in terms of the expected number 

of attendees or the duration and extent of the event. The AP for a program of events may include multiple events occurring on consecutive or non-

consecutive days and may be renewed for an additional period of up to five years. Please review the Zoning Ordinance for a list of other standards. The 

following provides an overview of the permit process: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitting a building permit for certain 

structures, such as a large tent or 

amusement rides 

 

Submitting an Exhibitor’s Permit to the 

Animal Protection Police if the event 

involves the display or exhibition of 

animals (this is required at least 21 days 

prior to the event) 

 

Contacting the Office of the Fire 

Marshal if any Fire Prevention Code 

permits are needed 

 

Contacting the Health Department if 

any exterior sanitation facilities, such as 

portable toilets, are included or there is 

food being served 

 

If your event does not 

require closure of any 

public street, or after 

you receive your VDOT 

approval, submit the 

required special event 

administrative permit 

materials to the 

County’s Zoning Permits 

Section at least 30 days 

prior to the start date of 

your event. 

If your event requires 

closure of any public 

street, start by 

submitting a Road Use 

Permit to VDOT 45 

days prior to the start 

date of your event. 

Zoning staff will review 

the provided 

information and either 

request additional 

information, approve 

your permit, or deny 

your permit. If 

approved, the letter will 

contain information on 

any next steps. 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx?tocid=001.005.003.008.009
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/NOVA_FairfaxPermits/Road_Use_Permit_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/NOVA_FairfaxPermits/Road_Use_Permit_Guidelines.pdf


Additional Resources and Contact Information: 
Animal Protection Police (703) 691-2131 fcpdanimalprotection@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Fire Marshal (703) 246-4803 fire.revenuepermits@fairfaxcounty.gov   
Health Department (Food Service) (703) 246-2444 hdehd@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Health Department (Sanitation) (703) 246-2201 hdehd@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Permits Administration (703) 222-0801 LDSbuildingpermits@fairfaxcounty.gov 

VDOT (Arlington/Fairfax Permits Section) (703) 259-1773 NOVAFairfaxPermits@VDOT.Virginia.gov 

Zoning Permits Section (703) 222-1082 DPZMailforZPRB@fairfaxcounty.gov 

*For more information on the special event administrative permit process, please contact the Zoning Permits Section.   

Types of Events That May Need an Administrative Permit: 

• Concerts, fairs, and festivals 

• Charity fundraisers, road races and similar events 

• Car, dog or horse shows 

• Carnivals and circuses 

• Drive-in movie nights 

• Flea markets or other types of open-air market 

• Grand openings and promotional events  

• Holiday parties advertised and open to the general public 

• Activities within Pop-up parks (concerts, festivals, etc.) 

• Seasonal sales  

Types of Events That May Not Need an Administrative Permit: 

• Community pool cookout following a swim meet 

• Events on property  already approved for special events  

• Garage sales 

• Holiday parties for members of an organization and their guests 

• Neighborhood block parties 

• Company picnics 

• Private events by a homeowner for their own guests, such as birthday 

parties, weddings, etc. 

• Religious assembly outdoor gathering for parishioners and their guests 

• Sidewalk sales accessory to a retail use 

mailto:fcpdanimalprotection@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:fire.revenuepermits@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:hdehd@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:hdehd@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:LDSbuildingpermits@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:NOVAFairfaxPermits@VDOT.Virginia.gov
mailto:DPZMailforZPRB@fairfaxcounty.gov




Accessibility Report





		Filename:

		Special Event Flyer Website Changes_Updated 03.04.25.pdf







		Report created by:

		



		Organization:

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.





		 Needs manual check:3



		 Passed manually:0



		 Failed manually:0



		 Skipped:1



		 Passed:28



		 Failed:0





Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		 Passed		Accessibility permission flag is set



		Image-only PDF		 Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		 Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		 Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		 Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		 Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		 Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		 Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		 Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		 Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		 Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		 Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		 Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		 Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		 Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		 Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		 Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		 Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		 Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		 Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		 Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		 Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		 Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		 Passed		Elements require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		 Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		 Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		 Passed		Tables must have headers



		Regularity		 Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		 Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		 Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		 Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		 Passed		Appropriate heading nesting







Back to top



