
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

January 21, 2020 

AGENDA 

 

Announcements:   Introductions 

 

Old Business:  Minutes from November 19, 2019 Meeting  

 

Informational Items: Agritourism – proposed amendment to Zoning 
Ordinance (Sara Morgan) 

Change in existing districts since last meeting: 

o Reed district (AR 89-S-003-03) – ownership 
change only  

o Jarvis District (AR 85-V-002-2) – decrease in 
acreage  

o Jasper District (AR 89-S-005-03) – withdrawn as a 
district 
 

Updates to AFDAC website 
 

New Business:  AF 2019-DR-004 Normandy Farm and Mane Manor, 
application to establish a local district 

Drafting by-laws for AFDAC  

2018 Annual Report 

 

Public Comment 

 

 



MINUTES 

AFDAC BOARD 

January 21, 2020 

 

Board Members in Attendance: Stanley Franklin (Chairman), Jay Doshi, Eric Cox, Hiu Newcomb, 
Charles Nichols, Jeff Parnes, Ken Strafer, Andrew Painter, and Gifford Hampshire   

Staff in Attendance: Ellen Alster, Ellen Huber & Denise James (Planning & Development), Sara 
Morgan (ZAD), Willie Woode (NVSWCD), Jim McGlone (Virginia Dept. of Forestry)  

Members of the Public in Attendance:  Suzanne Youngkin (Applicant) 

Quorum Present: 9 members present (Andrew Painter, as agent for the Normandy Farm and 
Mane Manor application, did not vote). 

Call to Order:  Chairman Franklin determined a quorum was present and called the meeting to 
order at 4:05 p.m. 

Old Business (Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2019): Giff Hampshire made a motion 
to approve meeting minutes from November 19, 2019, Ken Strafer seconded and passed 
unanimously. 

Informational Items:  

• Agritourism Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Sara Morgan provided an overview of the 
proposed amendment. She explained that the state regulates agriculture and allows 
agritourism as a by-right use, with local jurisdictions able to regulate the activity only when 
a significant impact on health, safety, and welfare occurs. The criteria for a “significant 
impact” are not defined. Fairfax County looked at other jurisdictions in Virginia to set a 
threshold.  Eric Cox  is on the work group. An update is going to the Land Use Policy 
committee (formerly Land Use Process Committee) in February 2020.  The proposed 
amendment will: 

− Eliminate the need for the Zoning Administration Division to provide a use 
determination on a case-by-case basis for each application that comes in.  

- Include Rural Resort as a  new Special Exception Use to be allowed on RA, RC, or RE 
districts over 20 acres. Rural resorts have been typically used for weddings and 
corporate events not necessarily related to agriculture.   

- Include a provision to allow for an additional single-family home or properties that 
meet acreage and agricultural use requirements. This additional residence is 
intended for agricultural workers.  

• Update on AFDAC website. The AFDAC website was updated at the end of 2019.  It now  
includes meeting minutes and AFDAC presentations. This  information is to go back the 
three preceding years only per Fairfax County policy. Jeff Parnes requested that 
information be  provided on how to obtain records older than three years. 



• Tribute to Tom Richardson Andrew Painter gave a tribute to Tom Richardson, who 
passed away in December 2019 and was the owner of the Richardson A & F District/Bull 
Run Stables. 

New Business: 

• AF 2019-DR-004 Normandy Farm and Mane Manor Local Agricultural and Forestal District 
- Charlie Nichols and Stanley Franklin visited the property the previous week. They were 

favorably impressed by the property and by Suzanne Youngkin’s willingness to accept 
staff recommendations.  Charlie Nichols concurred.  

- Jim McGlone said that most of the invasive tree species were being removed in areas 
where existing woods are being converted to pasture. In regard to his recommendations 
regarding the removal of herbaceous invasive species, the biggest issue was beefsteak 
plant, which is toxic to livestock. The property has a lot of stiltgrass as well.  Jim 
confirmed that property owners can remove trees on their own property without a 
permit.  He said that the areas with the highest quality trees (upland white oak/hickory 
forest) are being preserved. 

− The Youngkins have hired Wetland Studies and Solutions (WSSI) to study and improve 
the pond area, which is unusable in the summer months due to mosquitos. The pond 
has silted in. They are currently in the process of getting this work approved through 
SDID and will be doing the work under an Army Corps of Engineers permit. 

− The Youngkins did not include the steep sloped area north of the existing RPA on Parcel 
41B  in the creation of additional horse pasture,  per Willie Woode’s recommendations.  

− As part of the process in establishing a new A & F district, the Environment and 
Development Review Branch (EDRB) makes an Environmental Quality Corridor (EQC) 
determination. Denise James explained the differences between Resource Protection 
Area (RPA) and  EQC and how EQC determination was a component of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  She explained that whether the application was in keeping with 
Comprehensive Plan policy was the question to be answered.  DPWES includes areas of 
Normandy Farm in its watershed management plans, with the improvement of the 
head waters of Mine Run Branch as a goal.  

−  The property has 9.7 acres of Resource Protection Area (RPA) associated with Mine Run 
Branch, which runs east/west across the Normandy Farm portion of the property.  EDRB 
determined that this area met the definition of EQC.  In addition, an additional 0.59 
acres  of steeply sloped area  (slopes >15%) north of Mine Run Branch on parcel 41B 
also met the definition of EQC. EDRB determined that there were 10.3 acres of EQC.  

− The applicant did not agree to the inclusion of the additional 0.59 acres as EQC. 
− AFDAC postponed recommending approval of the district until the boundary of EQC 

could be resolved. Jeff Parnes made a motion that a select committee would be formed 
to investigate EQC boundaries for the rest of the committee.  Gifford Hampshire 
seconded this motion.  



− Members of the select committee were to include Stanley Franklin, Gifford Hampshire, 
and Charlie Nichols.  

− Jeff Parnes made a motion that AFDAC would accept the recommendation of select 
committee regarding the EQC boundaries.  The motion was seconded by Eric Cox. 

− Both the first and second motion passed unaimously, with the exception of Andrew 
Painter, who reclused. 

− Jim McGlone said that references in the report to the  “forest stewardship management 
plan” should be modified to “forest management plan.” 

 
• Drafting by-laws for AFDAC  Gifford Hampshire has requested a template from the  Clerk of 

the Board. Once it is received, he hopes it will require minimal work.  
 

• 2018 Annual Report (Draft) 
 

− Staff provided an overview of the annual 2018 Annual Report. 
− This Annual Report is more compact than previous versions.   Redundant information 

was deleted. 
− The draft is missing the map in the Appendix, which will be included in the final version 
− The Annual Report will be emailed to AFDAC for comments before it is finalized. Once 

finalized, it will be sent as an informational item to the Planning Commission and Board. 
− There were no changes in the number or size of districts in 2018.  

 
• Motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


