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BRIEFING SHEET

Board of Supervisors Resolution,

On November 17, 1971, the Board of Supervisors, at the request of the Fairfax County
History Commission, established priorities for the formation of fourteen historic districts
including one for the Colvin Run Mill.

Summary of Recommendations.

Land Use.
e Development should be limited to single-family residential use under the
RE-1 zoning district (uses permitted by right).
e No commercial zoning should be permitted.
® Commercial uses should be allowed on the historic property only as they
relate to the appropriate public use of the site as determined by the Board
of Supervisors.
@ No industrial zoning should be permitted.

Road Improvements.

@ Access roads from property in the historic district adjacent to Route 7
should be kept to a minimum and all road improvement plans should be
reviewed by the Architectural Review Board.

@ Because of the scenic and historic value of Colvin Run Road, its present
character should be protected within the historic district. Walker Road-
Colvin Run Road should not be improved to an arterial highway at any
time in the future.

Environmental Design.

® No structure should exceed 35 feet.

e Free-standing signs should not exceed 10 feet.

e All improvements in the historic district should be compatible with the
historic site as determined by the Board of Supervisors with the
recommendation of the Architectural Review Board.

Actions Requested.

® Adopt a declaration that the Colvin Run Mill has historic and architectural
significance requiring protection against destruction and encroachment.

e Adopt the Colvin Run Mill Historic District report to substantiate the district
and amend the Upper Potomac comprehensive plan. ’

® Adopt the provisions for the Colvin Run Mill Historic District, Appendix H-6,
to amend section 30-2A of the Zoning Ordinance.

e Adopt rezoning C-531, to establish the overlay district and amend the zoning
map.

Colvin Run Mill Historic District

October 1972

Office of Planning
Fairfax, Virginia 22030
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LOCATION MAP

VICINITY MAP

PREFACE

The creation of historic districts was authorized by
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in 1967
with the passage of a zoning amendment designed to
protect and enhance the County’s historic land-
marks. The amendment provides that special zoning
regulations may be established for an area including
up to a quarter mile radius from the property lines of
land pertaining to the landmark. Within the historic
district, the Board of Supervisors, in consultation
with the Architectural Review Board, has control
over all construction, demolition and improvement
of buildings as well as the appearance of the in-
dividual properties.

The Colvin Run Mill Historic District is the sixth
district proposed within the County. It is the
second district involving protection of a landmark
owned by the Fairfax County Park Authority, the
other being Sully.

The area proposed for inclusion in the Colvin Run
Mill Historic District retains much of its original
rural character. Recommendations for the area stress
adherence to the existing plans to retain the low
density residential use of the land.

Colvin Run Mill restored by the
Fairfax County Park Authority, 1972.
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Colvin Run Mill and millrace.
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Restored mill, 1972.

A

Store opposite Colvin Run Mill.

A triangular site approximately six acres in size has
been selected as the basic property unit for deter-
mination of a historic district. This is considerably
less than the total 33 acres of Colvin Run area land
owned by the Fairfax County Park Authority. {See
Historic District, page 14.) The property is on the
northern side of Route 7, which was improved to a
four-lane divided highway in 1969. It is the site of
the mill, the miller’s house and an old milking shed.
A millrace flows toward the mill wheel and a tailrace
flows from it, emptying into Colvin Run at the
eastern end of the site. The property is bounded on
the north by Colvin Run Road, a two-lane rural road,
which is part of the original Leesburg Turnpike.
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Topographic sections have been taken through eight
points to show the character of the topography in
the vicinity of the mill. The topography isirregular,
rising from the mill site, 220 feet above sea level, to
300 feet west of the mill along Route 7 (F, G, H).
East of the mill the terrain is relatively level (C)’
Line E, southwest from the mill, shows level terrain
and then a steady rise to 250 feet, directly over-
looking the mill.




Section sheet 18-2, parcel 19A.
Built c. 1780.

LAND USE

ASSESSED PROPERTY VALUATION, AGE AND CONDITION
OF STRUCTURES SURROUNDING THE HISTORIC SITE

LAND IMPROVEMENTS
PARCEL VALULATION VALUATION AGE CONDITION
12-4{(1)) 15 $ 32,020 $ 3835 1910 Poor
21 4,345 —_ — —
22 8,800 27,410 1963 Good
23 3,200 7,280 1954 Good
24 12,010 —_— — —_—
25 18,025 4,450 1915 Fair
30 17,125 — e —
33A 34,320 47,390 1971 Very Good
13-3 (1) 40 19,235 13,875 1941 Fair
133 (3N 4 4,000 14,045 1961 Good
5 4,000 10,730 1958 Good
6 4,000 635 1967 Shed
182 ({(1) 9 19,605 7,865 1946 Fair
10 2,630 — — -
1 800 1,495 1954 Fair
12 96,755 _— —— _—
13 5,320 9,805 1945 Good
14 2,400 8,040 1955 Good
15 3,600 5,870 1900 Fair
16 4,000 6,745 c. 1860 Fair
17 3,600 955 1880 Poor
18 120 _— —— —_—
19 1,600 —_— — —
19A 3,200 600 c. 1780 Poor
20 7,200 8,300 1904 Good
21 4,800 _— —_ —_—
21A 2,800 —_ —_— —
21B 2,800 — —_— _—
21C 400 e — _—
22 2,000 5,555 1940 Fair
23 2,000 5,330 c. 1900 Fair
24 26,455 100,000 c. 18121820 Good
25 190,000 7,360 1745 Poor
18-2((2)) 1 4,000 11,080 1963 Good
2 4,800 8,235 1956 Good
3 4,000 11,910 1955 Good
19-1 (1)) 1 40,000 6,080 1915 Fair
1A 3,015 12,625 1959 Good
2 56,035 — -— —
3 2,400 — —_— —_—
4 8,635 — —_— —_—
5 18,410 ——— —_ —
191 ({2) 7 5,600 12,870 1963 Good
8 4,800 10,880 1956 Good
19-1 ((4) 1 4,800 19,750 1969 Good
2 4,800 16,000 1968 Good
3 4,800 17,810 1970 Good
4 4,690 18,650 1970 Good
5 5,600 20,275 1970 Good

B SINGLE FAMILY
) OuT BUILDINGS
@ COMMERCIAL
# SPECIAL USE
12-4 SECTION SHEET
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Source: Fairfax County Assessments Office, January 1972

Section sheet 18-2, parcel 17.

There are 232 acres within a one-quarter mile radius of the
six acre Colvin Run Mill tract allowed for a historic district.
Only 195 acres are proposed to be included in the Colvin Run
Mill Historic District {see Historic District Map, page 14).

The following land uses exist in the 232 acre area within
one-guarter mile of the six acre Colvin Run Mill tract:

Acres % of Area
Residential single-family {zoned RE-1) 35.0 15.1
Vacant (zoned RE-1) 142.0 61.2
Fairfax County Park Authority 33.0 14.2
Public Roads (includes right-of-way) 22.0 9.5
TOTAL 232.0 100.0

Section sheet 18-2, parcel 22.







