
 
GLOSSARY 

 
This Glossary is presented to assist the public in 

understanding the staff evaluation and analysis.  It should 
not be construed as representing legal definitions. 

 
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT - A land use classification created under Chapter 
114 or 115 of the Fairfax County Code for the purpose of qualifying landowners who wish to retain 
their property for agricultural or forestal use for use/value taxation pursuant to Chapter 58 of the 
Fairfax County Code. 
 
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AFDAC) - A committee 
composed of four farmers, four freeholder residents of Fairfax County, the Supervisor of 
Assessments and one member of the Board of Supervisors.  AFDAC is formed to advise the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors regarding the proposed establishment, 
modification, renewal and/or the termination of an Agricultural and Forestal District and to provide 
expert advice on the nature of farming and forestry in the proposed district and the relation of such 
activities to the County. 
 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS - Crops, livestock, and livestock products which shall include but not 
be limited to the following: 
 

1) Field crops, including corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, hay, tobacco, peanuts and dry beans. 
2) Fruits, including apples, peaches, grapes, cherries, and berries. 
3) Vegetables, including tomatoes, snap beans, cabbage, carrots, beets and onions. 
4) Horticultural specialties, including nursery stock ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees and 

flowers. 
5) Livestock and livestock products, including cattle, sheep, hogs, goats, horses, poultry, fur-

bearing animals, milk, eggs and furs. 
 
AGRICULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT LAND - Land that has historically produced agricultural 
products, or land that AFDAC considers good agricultural land based on factors such as soil quality, 
topography, climate, agricultural product markets, farm improvements, agricultural economics and 
technology and other relevant factors. 
 
AGRICULTURAL USE - Use for the production for sale of plants and animals; fruits of all kinds, 
including grapes, nuts and berries; vegetables; nursery and floral products useful to man under 
uniform standards prescribed by the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services of the 
State of Virginia, or when devoted to and meeting the requirements and qualifications for payments 
or other compensation pursuant to a soil conservation program under an agreement with an agency 
of the federal government.  Land or portions thereof used for processing of retail merchandise of 
crops, livestock products is not considered to be in agricultural use. 
 
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP) -Stormwater management techniques or land use 
practices that are determined to be the most effective, practicable means of preventing and/or 
reducing the amount of pollution generated by non-point sources in order to improve water quality.  
 
CHESAPEAKE BAY PRESERVATION ORDINANCE - Regulations which the State has mandated 
to protect the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  See Fairfax County Code, Chapter 118, 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. 
 
 
CLEARING - Any intentional or negligent act to cut down, remove all or a substantial part of or 
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damage a tree or other vegetation which will cause the tree or other vegetation to decline and/or die. 
 
COMMERCIAL FOREST - Land which is producing or is capable of producing forest products. 
 
DEFERRED TAX - The difference between market tax value and use value tax is known as deferred 
tax.  The deferred tax is still owed but is not due until the use of any part or the whole of the land in 
an A&F District is changed.  The deferred tax plus the interest due on the deferred tax is known as 
rollback tax.  Sixty days after the use of the land is changed, notice of the change must be filed with 
the County Department of Taxation. 
 
DEVELOPED LAND - The total of all parcels containing permanent structures valued at $2,500 or 
more, plus all parcels not generally available for development (e.g. tax exempt land, private rights-of-
way, parcels owned in common by homeowner’s associations, etc.). 
 
EASEMENT - A right to or interest in property owned by another for a specific and limited purpose.  
Examples:  access easement, scenic easement, utility easement, open space easement, etc.  
Easements may be for public or private purposes. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CORRIDOR (EQC) - An open space system designed to link and 
preserve natural resource areas, provide passive recreation and wildlife habitat.  The system 
includes stream valleys, steep slopes and wetlands.  For a complete definition of EQCs, refer to the 
Environmental section of the Policy Plan for Fairfax County contained in Volume 1 of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
ERODIBLE SOILS - Soils that wash away easily, especially under conditions where stormwater 
runoff is inadequately controlled.  Silt and sediment are washed into nearby streams, thereby 
degrading water quality. 
 
FLOODPLAIN - Those land areas in and adjacent to streams and watercourses subject to periodic 
flooding; usually associated with EQCs.  The 100 year floodplain drains 70 acres or more of land 
and has a 1% chance of flood occurrence in any given year. 
 
FORESTAL PRODUCTS - Products for sale or for farm use, including but not limited to lumber, 
pulpwood, posts, firewood, Christmas trees and other wood products. 
 
FORESTALLY SIGNIFICANT LAND - Land that has historically produced forestal products, or land 
that AFDAC considers good forest land based upon factors such as soil quality, topography, 
environmental quality and other relevant factors. 
 
FORESTAL USE - Use for tree growth in such quantity and so spaced and maintained as to 
constitute a forest area under standards prescribed by the Director of the Department of 
Conservation and Economic Development of the Commonwealth of Virginia pursuant to Section 58-
769.12 of the Code of Virginia, including the standing timber and trees thereon. 
 
OPEN SPACE EASEMENT - An easement usually granted to the Board of Supervisors which 
preserves a tract of land in open space for some public benefit in perpetuity or for a specified period 
of time.  Open space easements may be accepted by the Board of Supervisors, upon request by the 
land owner, after evaluation under criteria established by the Board.  See Open Space Land Act, 
Code of Virginia, Sections 10.1-1700. 
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QUALIFYING USE - A land use which is eligible for use value taxation under Section 4-19 of the 
Fairfax County Code. 
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AREA (RMA) -The component of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area comprised of lands that, if improperly used or developed, have a potential for causing 
significant water quality degradation or for diminishing the functional value of the Resource 
Protection Area.  See Fairfax County Code, Chapter 118, Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. 
 
RESOURCE PROTECTION AREA (RPA) - That component of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area comprised of lands at or near the shoreline or water’s edge that have an intrinsic water quality 
value due to the ecological and biological processes they perform or are sensitive to impacts which 
may result in significant degradation of the quality of state waters.  In their natural condition, these 
lands provide for the removal, reduction or assimilation of sediments from runoff entering the Bay 
and its tributaries, and minimize the adverse effects of human activities on state waters and aquatic 
resources.  New development is generally discouraged in an RPA.  See Fairfax County Code, 
Chapter 118, Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. 
 
ROLLBACK TAX - Whenever an owner changes the acreage of an eligible tract by splitting off a 
parcel, or by changing the use of the land to a non-qualifying use, each applicable deferred tax plus 
annual simple interest at the rate annually applied to delinquent taxes becomes due and payable as 
a lump sum, known as the rollback tax.  The rollback tax is applied to the year in which the use is 
changed and the previous five years the land was qualified for and assessed at use value rates. 
 
TIDAL WETLANDS - Vegetated and nonvegetated wetlands as defined in Chapter 116 Wetlands 
Ordinance of the Fairfax County Code: includes tidal shores and tidally influenced embayments, 
creeks and tributaries to the Occoquan and Potomac Rivers.  Development activity in tidal wetlands 
may require approval from the Fairfax County Wetlands Board. 
 
UNDEVELOPED LAND - Unimproved or under utilized land.  Land containing no structures valued 
at $2,500 or more. 
 
WETLANDS - Land characterized by wetness for a portion of the growing season.  Wetlands are 
generally delineated on the basis of physical characteristics such as soil properties indicative of 
wetness, the presence of vegetation with an affinity for water, and the presence or evidence of 
surface wetness or soil saturation.  Wetland environments provide water quality improvement 
benefits and are ecologically valuable.  Development activity in wetlands is subject to permitting 
processes administered by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. 
 
WILDLIFE HABITAT - Areas which contain the proper food, water, and vegetative cover to support 
a diverse community of animals, birds and fish; some examples include floodplains, upland 
hardwoods, pinewoods, meadows and marshes. 

 


