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PURPOSE OF THE DESIGN GUIDELINES
• Provide project applicants with 

recommendations for design and 
treatment strategies that maintain, 
strengthen, and enhance the historic and 
architectural character of the community

• Give historical background and practical 
guidance to project applicants, property 
owners, the building industry, and the 
community, and to facilitate ARB 
consideration of project applications

• Provide flexible guidance well aligned 
with preservation standards to help 
applicants design and execute compatible 
projects
o Guidelines are based on the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation which are 
used in the ARB’s review of projects

• Not intended to stunt innovative design 
nor preserve the neighborhood as a 
snapshot in time

• Not meant to be absolute, give case-
specific advice, or address exceptions or 
unusual conditions

• Sometimes a creative, thoughtful, or 
necessary design solution--one that does not 
neatly fit the written guidelines --will be 
approved by the ARB
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DESIGN GUIDELINES METHODOLOGY
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 Review existing documentation
 Survey and photographic documentation
 Consultation with DPD Staff and HRA Work Group
 Coordinate effort with Overall Design Guidelines and 

other HOD-Specific Design Guideline updates
 Revise Draft Design Guidelines based on HRA 

feedback



HOD DGS - CONTENTS

Chapter 01 - Introduction to the District-
Specific Design Guidelines
 Introduction to the Historic Overlay 

District Design Guidelines 
 Historic Overlay District Regulations and 

Project Review Summary
 Using these Design Guidelines
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CHAPTER 01-PROJECT REVIEW SUMMARY
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HOD DGS - CONTENTS

Chapter 02 – History and Significance 
of the (Potential) HOD
 Statement of Significance
 Development History

o Timeline
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CHAPTER 02- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS

May 26, 2021 Holmes Run Acres Design Guidelines Draft 7



HOD DGS - CONTENTS
Chapter 03 – Historic Overlay District 
Overview
 Overview of the Holmes Run Acres (potential) 

HOD
o Maps, overview photos with photo key
o Zoning in the HOD 

 HOD Boundary  
 Resource Inventory - Contributing and Non-

Contributing Resources 
 Summary of District Character

o Character-Defining Features – Architectural, 
Landscape, Archaeological
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CHAPTER 03- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS
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HOD DGS - CONTENTS
Chapter 04 – Design Guidelines
 Holmes Run Acres (potential) Historic Overlay 

District Design Guidelines 
o Preservation Objectives
o What Guidelines Can and Cannot Do 
o SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

 Guidelines for Preserving Architectural 
Character: Preservation & Rehabilitation of 
Existing Buildings 

 Guidelines for Architectural Compatibility: New 
Construction & New Additions

 Guidelines for Preserving Setting: Topography, 
Landscape & Archaeological Resources
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CHAPTER 04- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS
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CH. 04: GUIDELINES FOR 
PRESERVING ARCHITECTURAL 
CHARACTER
Building Elements and Features
 Foundations
 Walls and Exterior Cladding
 Roofs, Roof Features, and Roof Materials
 Entrances, Patios, Porches and Decks
 Windows, Window Features, and Glazing 

Materials
 Details and Ornamentation
 Mechanical Systems and Plumbing
 Garages, Carports, and Non-Attached Structures
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CHAPTER 04- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS: 
PRESERVING ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 
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CH. 04: GUIDELINES FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL COMPATIBILITY
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 Site Design
 Size, Scale, Massing
 Proportion and Symmetry
 Building Elements and Features

o Foundations
o Walls and Exterior Cladding
o Roofs, Roof Features, and Roof Materials
o Entrances, Patios, Porches and Decks
o Windows, Window Features, and Glazing Materials
o Details and Ornamentation
o Mechanical Systems and Plumbing
o Garages, Carports, and Non-Attached Structures



CHAPTER 04- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS:
NEW CONSTRUCTION & NEW ADDITIONS
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CH. 04: GUIDELINES FOR 
PRESERVING SETTING
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 Site Design
 Landscape Design
 Privacy Fencing and Screening
 Driveways and Parking Pads
 Archeology 



CHAPTER 04- EXAMPLE CONTENT EXCERPTS:
PRESERVING SETTING
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APPENDICES
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 Glossary of Terms & Acronyms
 Additional Resources
 Maintenance Checklist
 List of Contributing and Non-Contributing 

Resources



Q & A
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