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POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 

B. SIGNS PART II ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT POWERPOINT 

PRESENTATION 
C. SIGNS PART II - COVER MEMO TO COMMISSION AND DRAFT TEXT ADA 

// 

Chairman Ulfelder called the Land Use Process Review Committee to order at 8:32 p.m. in 

Conference Room 11 of the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center 

Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

// 

Chairman Niedzielski-Eichner announced that tonight's meeting would hear presentations from 

staff on two Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Landscaping and Screening ZOA and Signs Part II 

ZOA. 

// 

Sara Morgan, Zoning Administration Division (ZAD), Department of Planning and Development 
(DPD) and Carmen Bishop, ZAD, PD gave a PowerPoint Presentation on the Landscaping and 

Screening Zoning Ordinance Amendment, a copy of which is included in Attachment A, which 
covered the following topics: 
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• Purpose of the Landscaping and Screening Zoning Ordinance Amendment (ZOA) 

including scope, associated topics, and administrating agencies; 

• Overview of the public outreach to date including presentations to land use committees, 

stakeholders, the development community, and identified work groups; 

• Timeline of the efforts to date which started in September 2022 with formation of the 

work group and continued through the present with presentations to the Board of 

Supervisors (BOS) and Commission; 

• Overview of possible changes this ZOA would cover; 

• Explanation that the ZOA would revise surface parking lot rates to increase the 

landscaping requirement from 5% to 10% and establish a spatial distribution requirement; 

• Explanation that a new shade requirement for parking decks would be instituted that 

mandate a shade structure to provide shade to 10% of the top level of the parking deck. 

Noted that this requirement would incentivize the use of solar canopies; 

• Explanation that a new parking lot lighting requirement would establish distance between 

light poles and tree plantings; 

• Explanation that the revised peripheral parking lot landscaping requirements would both 

add requirement for shrubs within the landscaping strip and add peripheral parking lot 

requirements for lots not abutting right-of-way back into the Zoning Ordinance; 

• Overview of the ZOA's proposed revisions for transitional screening and barrier 

requirements; 

• Overview of the ZOA's two options for redesigning the transitional screening and barrier 

requirements table based on use classifications; 

• Explanation of the ZOA's proposed revisions for existing vegetation on subject 

applications; 

• Explanation that a new street frontage landscaping requirement would establish planting 

strips parallel to both public and private streets; 

• Summary of other changes included in the ZOA including purpose statement, utility 

easement, waivers and modifications, and maintenance; and 

• Summary of the next steps in the ZOA process including continued outreach and 

presentation of the draft text to the BOS Land Use Policy Committee. 

There was a discussion between Ms. Morgan, Ms. Bishop, and multiple Committee members on 

the following issues: 

• The BOS Land Use Policy Committee's reaction to the Landscaping and Screening ZOA; 

• Clarification on how the parking lot landscaping proposed changes would interfere with 

accessibility considerations; 

• Discussion on the differentiation between the two options presented for redesigning the 

transitional screening and barrier requirements table; 

• Further discussion that noted Option 1 had more clarity and was easier for the public to 

understand, while Option 2 had more nuance and would likely be supported by 

businesses and the development community; 

• Clarification on the County policies and initiatives that helped in determining the ratio 

between parking lots and landscaping, specifically in regards to addressing parking lot 

heat islands; 
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• Explanation that the Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination (OEEC) provided 

input and resources on how to address the heat island issue; 

• Noted that the County was working on how to incorporate native plantings into the 

proposed changes under this ZOA; 

• Support for how this ZOA clarified guidelines and expectations for landscaping on 

commercial developments; 

• Support for this ZOA being coordinated with and paired timeline-wise with the Parking 

Reimagined ZOA and for the opportunities that provided; 

• Comparison to Montgomery County, MD's Green Parking Lots sustainability initiative; 

• Discussion the connection between soil volume and tree canopies; 

• Clarification on how the proposed street frontage landscaping standards would be 

applied; 

• Discussion on the future of surface parking lots in the County 

• Explanation that the Parking Reimagined consultant team was preparing analyses on the 

proposed rate reduction changes and its potential impacts; 

• Clarification on whether and when the ZOA would come before the Commission; 

• Concerns on the parking lot runoff and draining issue not being addressed in this ZOA; 

• Explanation that staff would continue with outreach efforts and begin finalizing the draft 

text to bring back before the Committee later this year. 

Casey Judge, Zoning Administration Division (ZAD), Department of Planning and Development 

(DPD) and Carmen Bishop, ZAD, PD gave a PowerPoint Presentation on the Signs Part II 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment, a copy of which is included in Attachment B, which covered the 

following topics: 

• Overview of the topics under considerations for the Signs Part II Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment (ZOA) including Electronic Display Signs, Special Exception for Sign 

Modifications, and other revisions to regulations from Part I amendment; 

• Summary of the current electronic display sign regulations; 

• Explanation of proposed changes to electronic display sign regulations including 

increasing maximum brightness for nonresidential districts and requiring submission of 

sign specifications during sign permit process; 

• Summary of current sign application types, which include Comprehensive Sign Plan 

(CSP), Special Exception (SE), and Special Permit (SP); 

• Explanation of proposed change to consolidate the sign application types into one Special 

Exception for Sign Modifications which would apply to all P (planning) districts and 

certain C and I districts; 

• Overview of the proposed modifications regarding what would and would not be changed 

through this new SE application; 

• Overview of the proposed review standards staff would use to consider applications 

including that sign materials were aesthetically compatible and the signs were consistent 

with applicable Urban Design Guidelines; 

• Overview of what features could now be considered for electronic display signs under the 

proposed SE application; 
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• Overview of other proposed changes covered under the proposed SE application 

including signs in reserved parking spaces, ordering signs, window signs, and signs 

associated with a subdivision; 

• Timeline of the process for the Signs Part II ZOA from initial outreach in December 2021 

to authorization and public hearings in late 2023; and 

• Overview of the public engagement process for this ZOA which included 20 public 

meetings and direct outreach with community and citizen organizations, faith and non-

profit leaders, shopping center owners, land use attorneys, realtors, and the development 

community. 

There was a discussion between Ms. Judge, Ms. Bishop, and multiple Committee members on 

the following issues: 

• Discussion on the prevalence of neon signs in the county over the past century; 

• Discussion on the reaction from the business and development community to these 

proposed changes; 

• Clarification on how these proposed changes would have affected a case the Commission 

recently considered; 

• Support for not limiting the number of ordering signs at food establishments; 

• Support for the impact of electronic signs for placemaking efforts; 

• Concerns regarding the potential for businesses to compete with electronic signs now that 

the proposed changes would allow that ability; 

• Clarifications regarding the process for installing murals and public visual art displays. 

Noted how visual art contributes to placemaking efforts; and 

• Concerns regarding the non-approval of commercial murals and visual art displays. 

// 

Chairman Ulfelder thanked staff and adjourned the meeting. 
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nature of otary 

CLOSING May 25, 2023 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 

John C. Ulfelder, Chairman 

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 552, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

Minutes by: Kevin Jackson 

Approved on: October 12, 2023 

ka-e-ott 4444-atli 
Jacob Caporaletti, Clerk 

Fairfax County Planning Commission 

County of Fairfax 
Commonwealth of Virginia 

regoing instrument was cknowledged before me this  ( el  day of  0 CJA*, ki 20 
15 

, by 

Notary registration number:  /  

Commission expiration: -)cwwa\r \A ;1 i7Ditil 
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Landscaping & Screening

Attachment A



Scope

2

Zoning Ordinance Section 5108
Landscaping and Screening

• Review and update

• There are many resources related to
this topic

Topic Resource
Administrating

Agency

Conservation of trees

during land development

Code of Virginia

15.2-961.1
LDS, UFMD

Tree Conservation

Ordinance
FCC Chapter 122 LDS, UFMD

Tree Conservation PFM Chapter 12 LDS, UFMD

Health and Safety Menaces FCC Chapter 46 DCC, HD

Heritage, Specimen,

Memorial and Street Trees
FCC Chapter 120 UFMD

Chesapeake Bay

Preservation Ordinance
FCC Chapter 118 LDS

Stormwater Management

Ordinance
FCC Chapter 124 LDS

Storm Drainage PFM Chapter 6 LDS

Street Trees
Urban Design

Guidelines
DPD



Outreach to date

•Hunter Mill Land Use Committee

•Franconia Land Use Committee

•Providence District Council

•McLean Citizens Association’s Planning and Zoning
Committee

•Braddock District Land Use and Environment
Committee

•Mason District Council

•Joint Sully District Land Use and Transportation
Committee

•South County Federation

•Mount Vernon Council of Citizens

•Springfield District Land Use Committee

•Great Falls Citizens Association Land Use and
Zoning Committee

•Mason District Land Use Advisory Committee

Land Use Committees

•Environmental Quality Advisory Council (EQAC)

•Tree Commission

•G-7 Committee

Stakeholders/Other Committees

•Development Process Advisory Committee

•NVBIA/NAIOP

•zMOD Land Use Attorneys Work Group

Development Community

•Landscaping and Screening Work Group •Parking Reimagined Work Group

Work Groups
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Timeline

September 2022

• Creation of work
group

• Shaping
amendment

October 2022
to March 2023

• Public Outreach

• Review of
Consultant’s
research and
report

April 2023

• Started
developing
proposal

May 2023

• Board LUPC

• Planning
Commission
LUPR

• Continue Public
Outreach
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Possible Changes
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Parking lot landscaping

• Revise applicability from 20
parking spaces to 10 parking
spaces

• Interior Parking Lot
Landscaping

– Increase requirement from 5% to
10%

– Establish a spatial distribution
requirement

– Applies to surface parking lots
only

6

* Exhibits created by LSG Landscape Architecture



Parking lot landscaping (continued)

• Shade Requirements for Parking
Decks (NEW!)

– Shade structure must provide shade to
10% of top level of parking deck

– Incentivize the use of solar canopies

7

* Exhibit created by LSG Landscape Architecture



Parking lot landscaping (continued)

Parking Lot Lighting (NEW!)

•Require light poles to be located outside of planting islands

•Establish distance requirement between light pole and tree planting

Peripheral Parking Lot Landscaping

•Add requirement for shrubs within the landscaping strip

•Add peripheral parking lot requirements for lots not abutting right-
of-way back in the Zoning Ordinance
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Transitional screening and barriers

• Remove requirement for uses located across the
street

• Revise the application of requirements for
mixed-use developments within P Districts

• Remove requirement for single-family attached
dwellings to provide screening when abutting
single-family detached dwellings

• Remove chain link fence as an option

• Revise transitional screening and barriers table
from individual uses to use classifications or
categories

9

Type Height Materials

A 42-48 in. Wall of brick or architectural block

B 42-48 in.
Solid wood or otherwise

architecturally solid fence

C 42-48 in. Evergreen hedge

D 42-48 in. Chain link fence

E 6 ft Wall of brick or architectural block

F 6 ft
Solid wood or otherwise

architecturally solid fence

G 6 ft Chain link fence

H 6 ft Variety of trees

Barriers

25-foot widthType I

35-foot widthType II

50-foot widthType III

Transitional Screening



Transitional screening and barriers (continued)

• 18 different use groups

– Some groupings are no
longer suitable

• Lengthy and challenging to
navigate

10

E
x
is

ti
n
g Portion of

Existing Table

for reference



Transitional screening and barriers (continued)

Option 1: Redesign table using the Use Classifications

11* This is for discussion purposes only. The proposed transitional screening and barriers is an ongoing discussion.



Transitional screening and barriers (continued)

Option 2: Redesign table into four separate tables based on Use
Classifications. Requirements would be based on Use Categories.

12* This is for discussion purposes only. The proposed transitional screening and barriers is an ongoing discussion.



Existing vegetation

• Existing provisions allow for use of existing
vegetation
– Waivers and modifications are common

• Reviewed on a case-by-case basis

• Further encourage use of existing vegetation
– Allow a variation in the required mix of evergreen and

deciduous trees, if a certain amount of existing vegetation
in the transitional screening area is retained.
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Street frontage landscaping (NEW!)

• Planting strip required parallel
to public and private streets
– Width: at least 10 feet

– One tree per 30 feet of linear
frontage

– Not required for
• Internal drive aisles

• Lots developed with single-family
dwellings

– Not required when peripheral
parking lot landscaping is
required

14

Street Frontage
Landscaping

Street Trees
required by Urban
Design Guidelines



Other changes

Purpose Utility Easements

Broaden purpose statement to support

placemaking, encourage mixed-use developments,

as well as enhance ecological and social or

recreational spaces.

(NEW!)

Require new utility easements to be located

outside of landscaping, except to cross

perpendicularly.

Waivers and Modifications Maintenance

• Consolidate the waiver and modification

provisions into the same subsection.

• Simplify the waivers and modifications into

broader options.

Add clarifying language that addresses improper

pruning of the required landscaping.
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Proposed schedule

May 16, 2023
Board’s Land Use Policy Committee

May 25, 2023
Planning Commission’s Land Use Process Review

Committee

16

June 2023
Continued Outreach

July 18, 2023
Board’s Land Use Policy Committee to present

draft text



Visit the Landscaping &
Screening webpage:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-
development/zoning-ordinance/landscaping-
screening

17
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Signs Part II

Land Use Process Review Committee

May 25, 2023

Casey Judge, Zoning Administration Division

Attachment B



ZOA Part II considerations

2

Special Exception for 
Sign Modifications 

Other revisions to regulations from Part I Amendment 

Electronic Display Signs

Revised application criteria
Review standards



Electronic Display Signs

3



Current electronic 
display sign 
regulations

• Allowed as part of a 
freestanding sign

• One per lot with display 
limited to 50% of the 
maximum allowable 
freestanding sign area

• Photocell required to 
control brightness and 
automatically dim at 
sunset to 40 – 100 
nits

4



Proposed changes 

Increase maximum 
brightness for 
nonresidential districts to 
300 nits at sunset 
(advertised range: 
100 – 500 nits)

Require submission of 
sign specifications 
(including programmed 
nits) as part of sign 
permit

5



Special Exception for 
Sign Modifications
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Current sign application types
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Application 

Type

Zoning 

Districts

Public Hearing 

Approval Process
Allowed Requests Standards

Comprehensive 

Sign Plan 

(CSP)

P 

Districts

Planning 

Commission

Modification of any 

Zoning Ordinance sign 

standard

• Consistent with scale/design 

of development

• Located/sized for 

convenience of users of 

development

• Cannot add to street 

clutter/detract from design 

elements

Special 

Exception 

(SE)

C & I 

Districts

Planning 

Commission 

recommendation; 

Board approval

• Increase in sign area

• Increase in sign 

height

• Modification of sign 

location

Unusual circumstances or 

conditions (location, 

topography, size, lot 

configuration, access, 

orientation of structure, 

etc.)

*Special permit also available in limited circumstances



Revised SE for sign modifications

Consolidate current CSP, SE, and SP into SE for Sign Modifications:

8

• All P districts

• C and I districts developed with:
• A building, group of buildings, office or 

industrial complex, or shopping center 
with minimum GFA of 30,000 square 
feet (advertised range: 25,000 – 50,000 SF)

• Lot with an “unusual circumstance or 
condition”



Proposed modifications under SE

CAN modify

• Residential sign limitations in 
P districts

• Commercial and industrial sign 
limitations

• Electronic display signs

• Certain minor sign limitations

• Roof signs

CANNOT modify

• Purpose, applicability, and 
administrative provisions

• Prohibited signs (other than roof signs)

• Nonconforming signs

• Sign measurements

• Other certain standards

9



Proposed review standards

• Sign size is compatible with 
massing, height, and scale of 
development

• No adverse impact on adjacent 
developments

• Materials are aesthetically 
compatible; signs cannot add to 
clutter, interfere with any traffic, or 
detract from urban design elements

• Consistent with applicable Urban 
Design Guidelines

10



Electronic display signs with SE 

Modifications would allow consideration of:

• Increase in number, height, and size of freestanding signs for P districts

• Advertised options to allow increase in height and size for C & I districts, but options do not 
include consideration of more than one electronic sign per lot

• Building-mounted electronic display signs (by-right limitations only allow 
freestanding)

• Increase in brightness to 600 nits (advertised range: 500 – 1,000 nits)

11



Proposed Changes to Other 
Regulations
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Other proposed changes
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Signs in reserved parking spaces

Signs associated with a subdivisionWindow signs

Ordering signs

Source: 

Source: Custom Neon 

Source: Peerless AV: 



Timeline and Outreach
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Timeline

December 2021 – May 2022

Initial outreach

Summer – Spring 2023

Continued research and draft text 

preparation

May 2023

LUPC and LUPR

Late 2023 

Authorization and Public Hearings
15



Outreach
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Faith and 
Non-Profit 
Leaders

Shopping 
Center 
Owners

Land Use 
Attorneys

Development 
Community

Realtors

Community 
and Citizen 

Organizations

*Includes 20 public meetings 

with over 230 participants



Questions?

or 703-324-1314
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Department of Planning and Development

Zoning Administration Division

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 807

Fairfax, Virginia 22035-5507

Phone 703-324-1314

Fax 703-803-6372

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods and diverse communities of Fairfax County

MAY 10, 2023

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - SIGNS PART II

PRELIMINARY DRAFT TEXT FOR DISCUSSION

BACKGROUND

On March 19, 2019, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted the Signs Part I Zoning

Ordinance Amendment, which focused on rewriting the sign regulations in a content-neutral

manner. Staff is now working on a Part II effort, which proposes to update the electronic display

sign regulations, revise the comprehensive sign plan (CSP) and special exception (SE) waiver of

certain sign regulations processes, and revise other sign-related provisions. The Signs Part II

amendment is included on the FY 2022/2023 Zoning Ordinance Work Program (ZOWP).

This document provides updated recommendations since those last provided to the Board at the

May 17, 2022, Land Use Policy Committee meeting. Staff has continued researching

surrounding jurisdictions, analyzing existing regulations, incorporating suggested comments

received during outreach, and reviewing in-process CSP and SE applications to further inform its

recommended changes to the current sign regulations.

This document is organized as follows:

A. Potential Zoning Ordinance Revisions

1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs

2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes

3. Other Proposed Changes for Consideration

B. Community Outreach and Next Steps

C. Draft Text

A. POTENTIAL ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS

Sign-related zoning regulations are included in Article 7 of the Zoning Ordinance. A summary of

the proposed revisions is provided by topic area below:

1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs (see page 9 of the Draft Text, Part C)

Background

Currently, one electronic display sign is allowed per lot

and the sign must be freestanding. The area of changeable

copy is limited to 50 percent of the allowable freestanding

sign area for the property (for example, if a sign is allowed

to be 80 square feet and is only 40 square feet, all 40

square feet can be electronic). In addition, all electronic

display signs must include a photocell to dim the

brightness of the sign to 40–100 nits at sunset. During Figure 1: Example of Electronic Display Sign

Attachment C

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/Assets/documents/Zoning%20Ordinance/AmendmentWorkProgram/FY-2022-2023-Work-Program.pdf
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-260
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outreach, staff received feedback from industry representatives that modern screens are

getting brighter, and high-definition technology has progressed to the point where a higher

nit level may be appropriate and that the current nit level is extremely low, making the sign

almost unreadable after sunset. Certain industry groups (including shopping center owners)

expressed that the 50 percent size limitation is too restrictive, while on the other hand,

comments were received from the community that the size of electronic signs should be

further limited.

Staff conducted a review of other jurisdictions with electronic display sign brightness

limitations; jurisdictional research is summarized below in Table 1:

Table 1: Maximum Nighttime Nit Limitations by Jurisdiction

WHAT IS A NIT?

A nit is a measurement of luminance, capturing surface brightness and the amount

of light an object gives off. Based on jurisdictional research, nits are a common

unit of measurement for electronic display signs. The higher the nits, the brighter

and more visible the display will be. For reference, commonly sold computer

monitors, TVs, and cellphones typically range from 250 – 600 nits with high-end

models measuring up to 1,000 nits or more.
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Staff Proposal

Staff recommends the following for electronic display signs:

• No changes to the:

o By-right limitations for size and number per lot;

o Eight-second maximum frequency in change of message;

o Requirement that the message change must be instantaneous; and

o Background color limitations excluding white, off-white, gray, or yellow.

• Brightness of electronic display signs remain limited to a maximum of 100 nits at

sunset for R districts (which includes residential areas of P districts).

• Brightness of electronic display signs in P, C, and I districts be increased to a

maximum of 300 nits at sunset (with an advertised range from 100 to 500 nits).

• As part of submission for a sign permit, the applicant must include a copy of the sign

specifications, which include actual programmed nits, to confirm that the sign would

meet the display requirements.

The proposed changes recognize concerns about brightness of electronic display signs in

residential districts while allowing for a limited increase in brightness for these types of signs

in nonresidential zoning districts. Staff is continuing to research the appropriate nit levels

through an informal field survey of existing electronic display signs, as industry

recommendations and jurisdictional research showed a wide range of nit levels applied to

electronic display signs. As further discussed below, staff is recommending that certain

modifications to the standards for electronic display signs may be requested in P, C, and I

districts as part of the proposed SE process.

2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes

(see pages 14 – 16 of the Draft Text, Part C)

Background

Staff reviewed other jurisdictions and their processes for modifying sign regulations. The

City of Alexandria has a Comprehensive Sign Plan process to modify by-right signage, but it

is limited to Coordinated Development Districts or for other developments larger than three

acres. Sign height may not be modified as part of this approval. Arlington County has a

Comprehensive Sign Plan process available in most zoning districts (either approved by

special use permit or site plan) in which the flexibility to add additional signs is limited, as

the modifications may not include (1) any sign type or characteristic prohibited by the

standard sign regulations, (2) more sign area, (3) additional sign height, (4) changes in

placement of signs over 40 feet in height, or (5) additional levels or hours of illumination. In

areas of Arlington subject to a form-based code, sign area may be reallocated (but not

increased), and the Board may modify sign placement, height, illumination, and allow

innovative sign elements. Montgomery County allows a Sign Concept Plan limited to Urban

Renewal and red policy areas (which is a designated high-density and transit-oriented

development area), to allow an increase in total sign area. Loudoun County has a Sign

Development Plan, which requires special exception approval and allows for alternative
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regulations for permitted signs. All of these identified processes require public hearing and

legislative approval by their Board or City/County Council. Fairfax County’s current CSP

process allows the Planning Commission to modify any sign requirement in P districts, which

appears to be more flexible than the processes in the City of Alexandria, Arlington County,

and Loudoun County, and the breadth of what can be modified is similar to the allowed

modifications in Montgomery County; however, there is significant variation in the by-right

sign allowances and which regulations can be modified with legislative approval among

jurisdictions.

In Fairfax County, as shown in Table 2 below, the Zoning Ordinance currently includes three

ways for an applicant to request additional signage beyond that allowed by right on their

property, as well as one process to reallocate sign area among various tenants:

Table 2: Current Signage Application Types

Staff Proposal

Staff recommends consolidating the current CSP application type for Planned (P) districts

and the SE application for Commercial and Industrial (C and I) districts into one SE request

for sign modifications. This new SE application would also include revised review criteria

and standards, which are detailed below. As a result of this change, all applications for

modified signage would go to the Board for approval rather than the current process where

CSP applications are decided by the Planning Commission, certain sign modifications are

decided by the BZA via SP, and other sign waivers and modifications are decided by the

Board via SE. As a P district and its associated design standards are approved by the Board,

in staff’s opinion it is appropriate for the Board to also review and approve the associated
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signage for the development. This rationale is also applied to other uses in P districts, such as

home day care facilities, where review and approval by the Board is required. The Planning

Commission would continue to review and make recommendations to the Board on these

applications, as is currently the case with all special exception applications. Staff also

recommends that the Board consider adoption of a policy allowing expedited scheduling of

Planning Commission and Board hearing dates, similar to zoning applications in the

Commercial Revitalization Districts. Staff also recommends deleting the SP application type,

as only one application has been processed for this application type in the last ten years, and

sites currently eligible for the SP would become eligible for the SE.

Zoning districts: All areas of P districts would continue to be able to apply for additional

signage through the new SE application requiring Board approval.

Currently, while any property in a C or I district may apply for an SE for a waiver of certain

sign regulations, the applicant must demonstrate that the site has an “unusual circumstance or

condition.” The proposed SE standards would continue to allow for modification of sign

regulations for these properties; however, to allow for additional placemaking and economic

development opportunities, the ability to request an SE would be expanded to allow

additional development types to request approval of additional signage. Any site in a C or I

district that is developed with a building, group of buildings, office or industrial complex, or

a shopping center with a minimum gross floor area of 30,000 square feet (with an advertised

range from 25,000 to 50,000 square feet) would be eligible for this SE application. In

addition, the current SE limits requests to an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or

a different location of a sign, but it does not allow for consideration of signs not otherwise

permitted for that specific property (such as an additional freestanding sign). Proposed

changes to the new SE process would allow for consideration of these sign types as part of

the application request.

Overall, these changes would result in an expansion of eligibility to properties that are not

currently able to request an increase in signage. However, to minimize sign clutter and

overuse of these provisions, unless there is an “unusual circumstance or condition,”

individual smaller buildings and developments in the C and I districts would not be eligible

for an increase in signage beyond that allowed by right. Smaller developments with fewer

tenants and a reduced building frontage have limited opportunities to create a coordinated

approach to signage. To protect stable residential areas, this SE process is not recommended

for conventional residential districts.

Allowed requests: Currently, a CSP application can request a modification of any sign

regulation in Article 7, and an SE application may request an increase in sign area or height,

and a modification of sign location. Staff proposes to consolidate the applications and limit

which standards may be modified with SE approval to those listed below:

• Residential sign standards for residential areas of P districts (subsection 7101.2);

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-262
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• Commercial and industrial sign standards

(subsection 7101.3);

• Electronic display signs, as discussed below

(subsection 7101.1);

• Certain minor sign limitations, including signs

on a property for sale, rent or lease; minor

signs associated with nonresidential uses;

window signs; and A-frame signs (subsection

7100.4); and

• Roof signs that are otherwise prohibited

(subsection 7100.5).

The proposed SE application could not modify:

• The purpose, applicability, and administrative provisions;

• Certain minor signs, including signs posted by a public or court officer in the

performance of official duties, signs during active construction or renovation, and

yard signs;

• Prohibited signs (other than roof signs);

• Nonconforming signs;

• Sign measurement (how sign area and height are calculated); and

• Certain standards applicable to all signs, including frequency of message change for

electronic display signs, electronic display sign background color, standards for the

illumination of signs in Section 5109 (Outdoor Lighting), and signs for associated

service uses.

Many of these provisions, such as the administrative standards and sign measurement, should

not be modified to ensure consistent application of provisions throughout the County. Other

provisions that cannot be modified, such as prohibited sign types and the identified electronic

display sign provisions, prevent potential safety issues that could result if modified. For

example, allowing modification of the background color or changes in movement (such as

allowing a flashing sign) could have a significant visual impact, resulting in glare or other

dangerous distractions to drivers. Ensuring certain standards cannot be modified also assists

in preventing sign clutter.

Review standards: The purpose of the proposed SE for Sign Modifications is to allow for

creative design, placemaking, or modified signage for unusual circumstances. New standards

are proposed and include the following:

• The size of signs must be compatible with the massing, height, and scale of the

development;

• Signs do not result in an adverse impact on adjacent developments;

• Sign materials must be aesthetically compatible with the development, and signs

cannot add to street clutter, interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular traffic, or

detract from the urban design elements of the development; and

• All signs should be consistent with any applicable Urban Design Guidelines.

Figure 2: Example of Roof Sign

Source: Pride Neon Sign Solutions

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-262
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-262
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1008
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1008
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1009
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Electronic display sign modifications: As noted above, the proposed SE for Sign

Modifications could allow for modification of certain electronic display sign regulations,

with additional standards to ensure consistent review and avoid light and glare impacts on

adjacent developments. The proposed draft standards would allow the following:

• More than one freestanding electronic display sign in P districts;

• Building-mounted electronic display signs (with an advertised option to only allow

building-mounted electronic display signs in P districts);

• An increase in brightness after sunset from the by-right limitation of 300 nits to

600 nits (with an advertised range from 500 – 1,000 nits). Currently, there is no

maximum illumination level for electronic display signs approved with a CSP in

P districts; and

• An increase in height and size of freestanding signs in P districts (with advertised

option to also consider this allowance in C and I districts).

Submission requirements: The current CSP application does not have formal submission

requirements codified in the Zoning Ordinance. Staff provides the applicant with a list of

suggested submission requirements and instructions, such as site photographs, sign

renderings, and a sign matrix showing the size, height, and extent of all signs proposed. In

addition, the current SE process does not have sign-specific submission requirements. Staff

proposes to codify submission requirements specific to sign requests to ensure that all

necessary materials are received and reviewed before an application is distributed and

scheduled for public hearing, avoiding scheduling delays when an item is missing that is

needed for review. As with other zoning applications, the Zoning Ordinance allows for a

case-by-case waiver or modification by the Zoning Administrator when it is determined that

the submission requirement is not necessary for review of the application. In addition, staff

can request additional information to facilitate review of the application.

Summary of proposed SE changes: The revised SE application process would continue to

allow all properties in P districts to request sign modifications while also providing

additional flexibility for signs in Commercial and Industrial districts. Currently, the SE

standards are extremely limiting, effectively requiring an applicant to prove a hardship of

unusual circumstances to justify modification of the sign regulations. During outreach,

industry groups and land use attorneys requested the ability to modify the sign regulations to

allow for placemaking opportunities in conventionally zoned retail, office, and industrial

areas. Expanding placemaking may also assist the economic development of these

conventionally zoned areas. Allowing for increased flexibility in C and I districts would

expand placemaking opportunities to these areas while also allowing for the imposition of

development conditions to prevent adverse impacts on surrounding developments. In

addition to the review criteria, the applications would be subject to the general SE standards

in subsection 4102.1.F.

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-769
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Staff acknowledges that the proposed changes may increase the number of applications.

Table 3 summarizes the sign applications received by the County in the last ten years. Only

27 SE applications have been brought forward to the Board and 98 CSP applications to the

Planning Commission during this time, averaging approximately 13 sign-related applications

per year. With increased flexibility for C and I districts, additional locations will have the

opportunity to request a modification of the sign regulations. This may result in a modest

increase in applications coming forward for review; however, staff believes that the review

criteria will allow staff to make appropriate recommendations to the Board, and the public

hearings will provide an opportunity for community input to ensure the proposals are

compatible with surrounding development.

Table 3: Sign Application Data

3. Other Topics for Consideration

• Signs in reserved parking spaces (page 2 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently,

through interpretation, signs associated with parking spaces reserved for mobile pickup

are allotted one square foot of signage per space; however, as reserved parking spaces

serve a variety of purposes (such as spaces for electric vehicle charging or expectant

mothers) and signs range in size, staff recommends exempting all signs for reserved

parking spaces from permit requirements1 with no size limitation. Staff will continue to

consider including a maximum size limitation and solicit feedback on this topic during

outreach.

1 Currently, pick-up or reserved parking space signs that are greater than four square feet in size may require a sign

permit.
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• Window signs (page 4 of the Draft Text, Part C):

Nonresidential uses throughout the County commonly

use illuminated window signs for advertising purposes

or to show that a business is open. In recognition of

this practice, the proposed draft includes language

allowing one illuminated or electronic window sign

per establishment up to four square feet in size (with

an advertised range of two to four square feet for

consideration). These signs must be static, containing

no moving images or content, and they may only be

illuminated during the hours of operation. Any sign

not meeting these requirements would be subject to

enforcement.

• Signs associated with a subdivision or other residential development (page 10 of the

Draft Text, Part C): The Zoning Ordinance allows single-family residential

subdivisions, stacked townhouses, and multifamily developments to have a freestanding

sign 30 square feet in area and eight feet tall located at each entrance. Staff proposes to

include a requirement that this sign must be located within an easement recorded for

signage purposes or a common area located at the vehicular entrance. This clarifies that

the sign is intended to serve the overall development and is not additional signage for an

individual dwelling. Staff has also included language that would allow a multifamily

development to have building-mounted signage rather than a freestanding sign, as a

building-mounted sign may be preferable for more urban and pedestrian-oriented

developments.

• Ordering signs for a restaurant with a drive-through (page 13 of the Draft Text,

Part C): Under the Zoning Ordinance, all restaurants with a drive-through require

approval of a special exception or they must be shown on a final development plan/PRC

plan; however, ordering station signs that are visible from a street are currently subject to

freestanding sign limitations and require issuance of a sign permit. Since ordering boards

are reviewed as part of the special exception approval, a standard has been added

exempting signs associated with the ordering station of a restaurant with drive-through

from sign permit requirements and maximum allowed sign area limitations. A

20-square-foot size limitation per sign has been included with an advertised range from

ten to 30 feet for consideration. Staff is further reviewing whether additional similar uses

that are subject to Board approval (such as other drive-through uses or car washes) may

also be appropriate to include in this exemption.

• Appeal timeframe for minor signs (page 18 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently, a

notice of violation issued for a minor sign (such as a yard sign or a sign associated with

construction) may be appealed within 30 days of issuance of the violation. Certain types

of zoning violations are subject to a ten-day appeal period, including installation of

prohibited signs on private property and installation of signs without a sign permit when

required. In addition, other short-term violations of a recurring nature may be subject to a

10-day appeal period. Minor signs by design are easily moveable and can quickly be

Figure 3: Example of an Illuminated

Window Sign

Source: Custom Neon
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brought into compliance and then within a few weeks be re-established on the property.

Specifically subjecting violations of the minor sign provisions to a ten-day appeal period

would allow for the Department of Code Compliance to proceed with enforcement in a

timelier manner to address community concerns.

• Other edits, including reorganization of text and edits for plain English, are included

throughout Article 7.

B. COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND NEXT STEPS

Since December 1, 2021, staff from the Department of Planning and Development and the

Department of Code Compliance have participated in over 20 education and outreach meetings

targeting a variety of stakeholders, including the development community, land use attorneys,

shopping center owners, faith and non-profit leaders, realtors, and community and citizen

organizations. The focus of these meetings was to provide an overview of the existing sign

regulations and enforcement process, as well as to introduce the general concepts proposed as

part of this amendment. A Signs Part II website has been created where staff provides notice of

upcoming meetings, copies of PowerPoint presentations, links to recorded meetings, and

handouts on the current regulations (including copies of the handouts in Spanish and Korean).

An overview of the topics under consideration and outreach was provided to the Planning

Commission’s Land Use Process Review Committee on May 12, 2022, and the Board’s Land

Use Policy Committee on May 17, 2022.

Staff will continue community outreach efforts on the attached draft text. Public hearings are

anticipated to be scheduled for the fall of 2023.

Questions and comments can be directed to Casey Judge, Principal Planner, at

casey.judge@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-324-1314.

C. DRAFT TEXT

Signs Part II - Draft Text for Discussion

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/signs-part-ii
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardofsupervisors/board-supervisors-land-use-policy-committee-meeting-may-17-2022
mailto:casey.judge@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Proposed revisions to the current Zoning Ordinance are shown below in strike-through and underline.

ARTICLE 7 - SIGNS

7100. General Provisions

2. Applicability
…

B. These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such as off-premise
signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation impossible without referring to
the function. In these limited instances, the governmental interest is compelling enough to warrant their
description and regulation, and whenever a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article
is intended to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it.

…

3. Administrative Provisions
A. Sign Permit Required General Standards1

(1) Except where otherwise noted in this Article, no sign may be constructed, erected, altered, refaced,
relocated, or expanded without a sign permit.

(2) The application for a sign permit must be filed with the Zoning Administrator on a County form, must
include all pertinent information required by the Zoning Administrator to ensure compliance with this
Ordinance, and must be accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 8102.

(3) All signs must comply with this Article, the structural requirements specified in the USBC, Chapter 61 of
the County Code, and all other applicable standards in this Ordinance.

(4) A sign permit expires within 12 months from the date of issuance if the sign is not erected and all
necessary final inspection(s) are not approved within 12 months from the date of issuance.

(5) A sign permit is not required to change the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for
replaceable copy, including changeable copy signs and electronic display signs in accordance with
subsection 7101.1.A.

(6) The following are not considered signs:

(a) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16).

(b) Temporary, seasonal decorations.

B. Sign Permit Not Required

(1)The following are not deemed to be a sign do not require a sign permit and are not counted towards
maximum allowed sign area:

(a) The changing of the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for the use of
replaceable copy, to include changeable copy signs and electronic display signs in accordance
with subsection 7101.1.A below;

(b) Painting, cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure;

1 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English but, unless otherwise noted, no edits have been made to the
regulations.
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(c) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16);

(1) (d)The display of address numbers as required by the County Code, and building entrance numbers or
letters. The addresses and building identification may not exceeding a total of two four2 square feet in
area. When displayed on a residential building, any numbering must be mounted flush against the
building.; and

(e) Temporary, seasonal decorations.

(1) The following are deemed to be a sign but are not counted toward maximum allowed sign area:

(2) (a)Signs not exceeding a total of four square feet in area warning the public against hunting, fishing,
swimming, trespassing, dangerous animals, the location of utilities, or other similar risks, or a warning
of prohibited activity such as no parking or loading in a specified area.

(3) (b)Signs located on the outer surfaces of a temporary portable storage container.

(4) (c)Vehicle signs, when the vehicle is operable and is parked at its associated place of business within a
designated parking space.

(5) (d)Lettering or numbers permanently attached to or painted on the façade of a building of any school,
college, or university; such displays are limited to no more than ten percent of the area of the façade
on which they are placed and cannot be illuminated.

(6) (e)Signs, erected by a public agency or appropriate organization in partnership with the Board, located
within or in proximity to the Commercial Revitalization District boundaries or activity centers mixed
use centers as shown on the Comprehensive Plan. Such signs are subject to approval by the Board and
all applicable outdoor advertising provisions of the Code of Virginia.

(7) Signs located in a reserved parking space.3

C. Sign Condition, Safety, and Abandonment

(1) All signs and their components must be maintained in good repair and in safe condition. Painting,
cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure does not require a sign
permit. 4

(2) The Building Official or designated agent may require or cause the immediate removal or repair,
without written notice, of any sign determined to be unsafe or that otherwise poses an immediate
threat to the safety of the public. If action by the County is necessary to render a sign safe, the cost of
removal or repair will be at the expense of the property owner or lessee as provided in Chapter 61 of
the County Code.

(3) Except as provided in subsections 7100.4 and 7100.6 below, if a property becomes vacant and is
unoccupied for a continuous period of two years, any sign on that property is deemed abandoned and
must be removed. If the owner fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator may give the owner
15 days written notice to remove it, after which the Zoning Administrator may initiate action to gain
compliance.

2 The increase from two square feet to four square feet aligns the size with other similar signs (such as trespassing and other warning
signs) and allows increased visibility for emergency personnel to see the address numbers.
3 This is a new standard that allows signs in a reserved parking space, such as those reserved for electric vehicle charging or
expectant mother parking. Current interpretation limits these signs to one square foot. Staff is considering including a maximum size
limitation.
4 Relocated from current 7100.3.B(1)(b).
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3. Minor Signs

Unless otherwise stated, The the following minor signs are allowed but may not be illuminated, and, unless
otherwise stated, do not require a sign permit:

A. Signs posted by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance of official duties, or
by trustees under deeds of trust, deeds of assignment, or other similar instruments. These signs must be
removed no later than ten days after the last day of the period for which they are displayed.

B. Signs that are displayed on a lot or property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease, as follows:

(1) A single building-mounted or freestanding sign is allowed, except that two signs are permitted on a
corner lot when each sign faces a different street frontage. Such sign(s) must be removed within seven
days of the settlement, rental, or lease of the property.

(2) The maximum size and height of the sign is limited based on the existing or planned development type
as follows:5

(a) Single-family dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a single-family detached or attached dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed six square feet
in area or and a height of six feet.

(3) (b) Multifamily dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a multiple family dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed 12 square feet in area or and a
height of eight feet.

(4) (c) Nonresidential use or a residential property with 20 or more acres: Sign(s) located on a property
developed with, or planned for development of, any nonresidential use, or on a residential
property containing a minimum of 20 acres. Such signs may not exceed 32 square feet in area or
and a height of eight feet.

C. Signs during active construction or alterations to residential, commercial, and industrial buildings are
permitted, as follows:

C. (1) For a new nonresidential development, or for a new residential development containing a minimum of three
dwelling units on contiguous lots,6 during active construction, one sign is allowed, not to exceed 60 square
feet in area and a height of ten feet. For such new developments located on multiple road frontages, one
additional sign per street frontage is allowed, limited to 32 square feet in area and a height of eight feet. No
sign may be located closer than five feet to any lot line. All signs must be removed within 14 days following
completion of the construction of the development, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, and no sign
may be displayed for more than two years from the date of the issuance of the first building permit for the
development. If construction has not been completed within this timeframe and building permits are active
for the development, a sign permit is required to allow the continued display of any sign.

D. (1) For an individual single-family dwelling unit undergoing construction, improvement, or renovation, one
sign, not to exceed four square feet in area or a height of four feet is allowed. No sign can be displayed
before commencement of the improvement or renovation work, and the sign must be removed within
seven days after the improvement or renovation is completed with all necessary inspections approved, or
within six months from the start of display,7 whichever is less.

(1) For the purpose of this subsection, commencement of construction includes the following:8

(a) Clearing, grading, or excavation work to prepare the site for construction;

5 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English, but no edits have been made to the regulations.
6 New requirement that the lots be contiguous to qualify for this sign allowance.
7 Clarifies that the six months begins at the start of sign display rather than the start of the improvement work.
8 This codifies current interpretation.
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(b) Active demolition of structures or features internal to the dwelling as part of a renovation
project;

(c) Delivery and staging of materials or equipment on-site, including both interior and exterior
staging; or

(d) Any other similar activity involving active engagement in improvements on the property.

E. D. Yard signs on any lot developed with a residential use cannot exceed 12 square feet in total area, with no
single sign exceeding four square feet in area or a height of four feet.

F. D. For nonresidential uses, minor signs are permitted as follows:

(1) For nonresidential uses located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare, building-mounted and
freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to exceed 32 square feet in total sign area per lot. If
freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed per lot with a maximum height of four feet.

(2) For all other nonresidential uses, building-mounted and freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to
exceed 24 square feet in total area per lot. If freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed
per lot with a maximum height of four feet.

G. D. Window signs for any nonresidential use are allowed, subject to the following standards:

(1) if t The total area of all signs does may not cover more than 30 percent of the total area of the
window in which the signs are located. To calculate the 30 percent area, a window with multiple
panes or panels is considered to be one window, and the overall area includes the multiple panes.9

(2) Illuminated or electronic window signs are allowed as follows:10

(a) One illuminated or electronic window sign is allowed per establishment, up to four square feet
in size [advertised range – two to four square feet]. This sign is included in the 30 percent area
limitation calculated in (1) above;

(b) Signs must be static and may not include any moving images or content; and

(c) Signs may only be illuminated during hours of operation of the establishment.

H. E. For nonresidential uses, a single A-frame sign not to exceed 16 square feet in area per side and four feet in
height is allowed. Such sign must be located within 25 feet of a building or designated site entrance that
provides access to the use and may not impede pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

5. Prohibited Signs

The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts and areas of the County.

A. General Prohibitions

(1) Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.

(2) Any sign that violates any provision of any county, state, or federal law or regulation.

(3) Any sign that violates any provision of Chapter 61 of the County Code and the USBC.

B. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design

(1) Any sign that does not meet the performance standards for outdoor lighting set forth in Section 5109.

(2) A moving or windblown sign, not including changeable copy or electronic display sign, the hands of a
clock, or a weather vane.

(3) Any sign displaying flashing or intermittent lights, or lights of changing degrees of intensity of color, or
that is not in accordance with subsection 7101.1.

9 This codifies current interpretation. A graphic may be added to help further explain this regulation.
10 This is a new regulation that includes a range of sizes for consideration.
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C. Prohibitions Based on Location

(1) Any off-premise commercial sign when displayed 12:01 PM Monday through 11:59 AM Friday. At all
other times, an off-premise commercial sign is only allowed for display when it conforms to the
provisions of subsection 7100.4.E.

(2) Roof signs, except for signs located on a penthouse or screening wall, as provided for in subsection
7101.3.B below.

(3) Any sign that obstructs a window, door, fire escape, stairway, ladder, opening, or access intended for
light, air, ingress to, or egress from, a building.

(4) Any sign located on a corner lot that is in violation of the sight distance requirements of subsection
5100.2.D(4)(c).11

(5) Any sign that is found to be in violation of the USBC with respect to minimum clearance.

(6) Any sign that, due to its location, size, shape, or color, may obstruct, impair, interfere with the view of,
or be confused with, any traffic control sign, signal, or device erected by a public authority or where it
may interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic. Such signs are subject to immediate removal and
disposal by an authorized County official as a nuisance.

6. Nonconforming Signs
No changes proposed to this text.

7. Sign Measurement
A. Calculation of Sign Area

(1) When Based on Building Frontage

(a) Building frontage is the linear width of the wall taken at a height no greater than ten feet above
grade.

(b) On buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building through a
common outside entrance, building frontage is the face or wall that is architecturally designed as
the front of the building and that contains the main public entrance, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator.

(c) On buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance,
building frontage for each tenant is the wall that contains that tenant's main public entrance, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator.

1. As an alternative, the Zoning Administrator may authorize a different allotment of sign area
to the various tenants of a building or buildings by approval of an administrative reallocation
of sign area as follows:12

a. A request for an administrative reallocation of sign area must include written
authorization from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent,
accompanying graphics showing the proposed size, height, and location of all signs,
and the required filing fee as established in Section 8102.

11 Added for clarification.
12 This relocates the current Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan (ACSP) process and renames it to an “administrative
reallocation of sign area.” It also deletes the provision for a single tenant with building frontage resulting in sign area greater than
200 square feet to place a sign on each perimeter wall, as this provision is not used and is unnecessary.
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b. The total area for all signs may not exceed the maximum allowable sign area for the
building. The maximum sign area for an individual sign may not exceed 200 square
feet.

(d) For the purpose of these provisions, buildings that are located on the same property, have
separate posted addresses, and do not include any internal connections are considered separate
buildings. Each building is allotted its own sign area based on the linear feet of building frontage
associated with its main public entrance.13

Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages

(2) Building-Mounted Sign Area

(a) (e) Building-mounted sign area is that area within a single continuous rectilinear perimeter of not
more than eight straight lines intersecting at right angles, that encloses the outer limits of all
words, representations, symbols, and pictorial elements, together with all material, color, and
lighting forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the
background against which it is placed.

Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area

(b) (f) The area of building-mounted signs composed of individual letters or symbols is calculated by using
one of the following methods:

1. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in dimension than the
width of the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

13 This codifies current interpretation.
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2. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is greater than the width of
the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated as the total combined area of rectangular
enclosures surrounding each individual letter or symbol.

(3) Freestanding Sign Area

(a) Generally

The supports, uprights, or structure on which any for a freestanding sign is supported are not
included in calculating sign area unless they form an integral background of the display, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator; however, when a sign is placed on a fence, wall, or other
similar structure that is designed to serve a separate purpose other than to support the sign, the
area of such structure is not included in the sign area. In such cases, the sign area is calculated in
accordance with subsection 7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

(b) Multi-Faced Signs

The area of a freestanding sign designed with more than one sign face is calculated as follows:

1. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle of 45 degrees or more, all sign faces are
calculated in the sign area.

2. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle that is less than 45 degrees, sign area is
calculated based on the area of the largest single face.

Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle

3. If the sign faces are parallel to one another, the following applies:

a. The area of the largest single face is used when the interior distance between the faces
is 18 inches or less.

b. The area of the largest single face and the area of the a single side or interval between
faces is used when the interior distance between the faces is greater than 18 inches.
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Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area

B. Calculation of Sign Height for Freestanding Signs

The height of a freestanding sign is calculated as the maximum vertical distance from the uppermost
extremity highest point of a sign and its support, to the lowest point of the adjacent grade.

Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs14

14 Revised graphic from “uppermost extremity” to “highest point.”
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7101. Sign Regulations by Use and District

1. Standards Applicable to Signs in All Districts
A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Display Signs

Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed as part of any freestanding sign, in accordance
with the following:

(1) Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is allowed per lot. The area of the changeable
copy or electronic display may not exceed more than 50 percent of the maximum allowable area of
that freestanding sign.

Examples:15

1. If the maximum allowed sign area = 80 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 40 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 40 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

2. If the maximum allowed sign area = 40 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 20 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 20 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

(2) The message or copy of an electronic display sign may not move or change more frequently than once
every eight seconds. The change of message or copy must be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or
otherwise giving the illusion of movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.

(3) The background of the sign face of an electronic display sign may not be white, off-white, gray or
yellow in color.

(4) Electronic display signs must include a photocell to control brightness and automatically dim at sunset
to the following a nighttime levels: of 40-100 nits.

(a) R districts: 100 nits;16 and

(b) P, C, and I districts: 300 nits [advertised range from 100 to 500 nits]. The Board may approve an
increase in nits in accordance with subsection 7102.1.E.17

(5) The sign specifications, including programmed nit levels, must be submitted with electronic display
sign permit applications.18

B. Sign Illumination

Illumination of signs must conform to the performance standards for outdoor lighting as set forth in Section
5109.

C. Associated Service Uses

15 Examples have been added to assist application of this provision.
16 This applies the current maximum nit levels of 100 nits to all properties in residential zoning districts. Per subsection 9100.11, the
term R district also includes residential areas of a P district.
17 This allows for consideration of an increase in brightness levels of electronic display signs.
18 This provision would require sign providers to submit the programmed nit levels as part of the sign permit application.
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Each associated service use permitted in accordance with Article 4 of this Ordinance is allowed a single
building-mounted sign not to exceed 15 square feet in area, which is calculated as part of the total allowable
building-mounted sign area for the building.

2. Signs in Residential Districts
A. Signs Allowed in Residential Districts19

The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit in an R residential district:

(1) In a single-family residential subdivision or for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development, a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major vehicular entrance, not to exceed 30 square feet in area or
eight feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major vehicular entrance but the total
of all signs at a single vehicular entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. These signs must be
located within an easement recorded for signage purposes or on common area located at the
vehicular entrance.20

(2) A multifamily development may have either one freestanding sign not to exceed 30 square feet in
area or eight feet in height, or one building-mounted sign up to 50 square feet [advertised range: 25 –
50 square feet].21

(3) A rental office for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development is allowed one building-mounted
or freestanding sign not to exceed four square feet in area; a freestanding sign is limited to and a
height of four feet.

(4) Agricultural uses on a lot at least 20 acres in size Agricultural operations are allowed a total of 60
square feet of sign area. No single sign can exceed 30 square feet in area, and freestanding signs are
limited to or a height of eight feet.22

(5) Hospitals, as follows:

(a) A single building-mounted sign for each building entrance, not to exceed 50 square feet in area.

(b) A single freestanding sign at each vehicular entrance, not to exceed 80 square feet in area or 12
feet in height.

(c) In conjunction with approval of a special exception, the Board may approve additional signs for
the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).23

(6) All other nonresidential uses, including public uses, congregate living facilities, religious group living,
and residence halls, are allowed building-mounted and freestanding signs in accordance with the
following:

(a) Building-mounted signs may not exceed 50 square feet in total area.

(b) A single freestanding sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or eight feet in height.

19 Revised to use R district terminology to clarify that per subsection 9100.11, the term R district also includes residential areas of a P
district.
20 This is a new requirement that would apply to new signs associated with subdivisions. The change to major “vehicular” entrance
would not allow any other entrances (such as pedestrian) to have this additional signage unless requested through SE approval.
21 This new allowance would provide multifamily developments the option to install a building-mounted sign instead of a
freestanding sign without the need for a special exception for a modification of signage.
22 This change extends signage allowances to all agricultural uses, including agritourism. An agricultural operation must have at least
seven acres.
23 Relocated from subsection 7102.2.A.
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(7) The Board, in approving a rezoning or special exception, or the BZA, in approving a special permit, may
further limit the size, location, height, type, and duration of any sign for the land uses in subsections
(3), (4), and (5) in furtherance of subsection 8100.3.D(2) or subsection 8100.4.D(2), as applicable.24

B. Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

(1) Building-Mounted Signs

Building-mounted signs must be installed flush against the wall and may not extend above or beyond
the perimeter of the wall or roof of the building to which they are attached.

(2) Freestanding Signs

Freestanding signs may not be located closer than five feet to any property line. When located on a
corner lot, a freestanding sign is subject to the sight distance requirements of subsection
5100.2.D(4)(c).25

3. Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts
A. Signs Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Districts

The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit within a commercial district, including the
commercial area of a P district or nonresidential uses located in a mixed-use building or development; or
within an industrial district:

(1) Building-Mounted Signs26

(a) For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building by one or
more common outside entrances:,

1. Signs signs are limited to one and one-half square feet of sign area per linear foot of
building frontage for each of the first 100 linear feet of building frontage, plus one square
foot of sign area for each additional linear foot of building frontage.

2. No single sign may exceed 200 square feet in area.

(b) For buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance:,

1. Signs signs are limited to one and one-half square feet of sign area for each linear foot of
building frontage occupied by each tenant, except as provided for in subsection 7102.1
below.

2. The maximum sign area for any single tenant may not exceed 200 square feet.

(c) A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet and that occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall containing a main
public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total sign area on each such
perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not exceed one and one-half
times the length of the wall.27

(c) In addition to sign area allowed in accordance with subsections (a), and (b), and (c) above,
hospitals are allowed a single building-mounted sign for each building entrance. No such sign
may exceed 50 square feet in area.

24 Deleted as unnecessary to include.
25 Added for clarification.
26 Staff is continuing to review these provisions and may make changes that would result in an increase in allowed signage per linear
foot of building frontage and an increase in the 200-square-foot single sign limitation for signs located above a certain height on a
building.
27 Deleted, as this provision is not used and unnecessary.
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(2) Freestanding Signs

Freestanding signs are allowed as follows, unless limited by subsection 7101.3.A(3) below:

(a) In a commercial district, a use may have one freestanding sign up to 80 square feet in area and 20
feet in height. The use must be located on a lot that has frontage on a primary highway or on a
major thoroughfare and not located on the same lot as a shopping center.

(a) (b)In an commercial28 or industrial district, a single freestanding sign not to exceed 80 square feet
in area and 20 feet in height may be erected for each building that has frontage on a major
thoroughfare. If one tenant occupies a group of separate buildings with frontage on a major
thoroughfare, then that tenant is allowed only one freestanding sign.

(b) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.

(b) (c)Shopping centers are allowed one freestanding sign, not to exceed 80 square feet in area or 20
feet in height. If a shopping center has frontage on two or more major thoroughfares, then such
the shopping center may have a maximum of two freestanding signs; however, these two signs
may not be located on the same major thoroughfare.29

(c) (d) For office and industrial complexes:

1. One freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance to an office or industrial complex
that is planned, designed, constructed, and managed on an integrated and coordinated
basis, not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a height of 20 feet.

2. One freestanding sign is allowed for each detached building that houses a principal use
within an office or industrial complex, not to exceed 30 square feet or a height of eight feet.

(d) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.30

(3) Within a Sign Control Overlay District

The following regulations apply to uses located on commercially and industrially zoned land located
within a Sign Control Overlay District; where applicable, these regulations supersede subsection
7101.3.A(2) above:

(a) A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if the lot has frontage on a
primary highway or31 major thoroughfare and the single tenant or building is not located on the
same lot as a shopping center. Such The sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or a height of
20 feet.

(b) A shopping center is allowed one freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a
height of 20 feet.

(4) Signs Related to Vehicle Fueling Stations32

The following are permitted in addition to the signs allowed in this subsection 7101.3.A:

28 This combines current (a) and (b) and clarifies that a freestanding sign is allowed per building rather than use.
29 This clarifies that only one freestanding sign is allowed for each major thoroughfare, up to a total of two signs, consistent with the
pre-2019 Ordinance.
30 Relocated provision.
31 Deleted, as it is part of the major thoroughfare definition.
32 New language in (c) and (d) added to codify existing interpretation. An example image may be added to further clarify the
provisions.
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(a) Vehicle fueling stations are permitted one additional square foot of sign area to be displayed on
each fuel pump.

(b) Motor vehicle fuel price signs required by Article 4 of Chapter 10 of the Code of Virginia County
Code.

(c) For the purposes of the sign provisions, each canopy is treated separately and is allotted its own
maximum allowed sign area based on its individual frontage per subsection 7101.3.A(1)(a). The
frontage is calculated along the longest side of the canopy closest to a street. Sign area is allotted
to each individual canopy and cannot be reallocated to another structure.

(d) All signs attached to or located under a fuel station canopy or supports, including signs attached to
a fuel pump, are considered building-mounted signs and are included in the overall maximum
allowed sign area for the canopy.

(5) Signs Related to a Restaurant with Drive-Through33

Freestanding signs associated with the ordering station of a restaurant with drive-through are not
counted towards maximum allowed freestanding sign area. However, each sign is limited to a
maximum size of 20 square feet [advertised range: 10 – 30 square feet] per sign.

B. Performance Standards for Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

(1) Building-Mounted Signs

(a) Building-mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of the sign
may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall. When the sign is erected at a right angle to
the wall, it must not extend into the minimum required yard setback, and must not be located
closer than two feet to any street line.

(b) A building-mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or rooftop screening wall, as
follows:

1. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall, and no part of the sign can extend above or
beyond the perimeter of the wall.

2. The sign cannot be located more than 12 feet above the building roof supporting the
penthouse or screening wall.

(2) Freestanding Signs

Freestanding signs may not project beyond any property line or be located within five feet of the curb
of a service drive, travel lane, or adjoining street. When located on a corner lot, a freestanding sign is
subject to the sight distance requirements of subsection 5100.2.D(4)(c) of this Ordinance.34

33 Staff is reviewing whether this should include other SE uses with similar signs, such as car washes or other drive-throughs. In
addition, staff may also adjust the advertised size range based on feedback received during outreach.
34 Added for clarification.
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7102. Administration of Sign Approvals

These sign approval standards are in addition to the General Provisions in Section 7100.

1. Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan35

As an alternative to calculating building frontage in accordance with subsection 7100.7.A(1)(b), the
Zoning Administrator may authorize a different allotment of sign area to the various tenants of a
building or buildings by approval of an administrative comprehensive sign plan, as follows:

A. A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written authorization
from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent, accompanying graphics showing
the proposed size, height, and location of all signs, and the required filing fee as established
in Section 8102.

B. Unless allowed under C below, the total area for all signs may not exceed the maximum
allowable sign area for the building as determined in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(1)(b). The maximum sign area for any single tenant may not exceed 200 square
feet.

C. A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet where such tenant occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall
containing a main public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total
sign area on each such perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not
exceed one and one-half times the length of the wall.

2. 1. Special Exceptions for Sign Modifications
The Board may approve a special exception for a modification of sign regulations for:

A. Any property in a P District; or

B. A property in a C or I district that is developed or approved for development with the
following:

(1) An individual building, group of buildings, office or industrial complex, or a shopping
center with a minimum gross floor area of 30,000 square feet [advertised range:
25,000 – 50,000 square feet]; or

(2) Any development where the applicant demonstrates that there are unusual
circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or configuration of
the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of the structure on the lot; or
other unique circumstance of the land or structure that impacts the applicant’s ability
to provide for a reasonable identification of the use.

Modifications that may be approved with a special exception:

C. Modifications are limited to the following:

(1) Any limitation set forth in subsection 7101.2 for residential areas of P districts;

35 Relocated to 7100.7.A.1(d).
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(2) Any limitation set forth in subsection 7101.3;

(3) Electronic display sign(s), subject to the limitations set forth in subsection 7102.1.E
below;

(4) An increase in minor sign limitations set forth in subsection 7100.4, limited to the
following minor sign types:

(a) Signs displayed on a property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease;

(b) Minor building-mounted and freestanding signs associated with a nonresidential
use;

(c) Window signs exceeding 30 percent of the total area of the window; and

(d) A-frame signs.

(5) A roof sign that would otherwise be prohibited by subsection 7100.5.C(2).

Standards for approval of a special exception:

D. All proposed signage must meet the following standards:

(1) The size of the signs, including sign area and height, must be compatible with the
massing and height of the development. If building-mounted, the signs must be
compatible with the scale of the buildings the signs are mounted upon;

(2) The proposed signage may not have an adverse impact on the adjacent existing or
planned development;

(3) Sign materials must be aesthetically compatible with the architecture of the
development. Signs cannot add to street clutter, interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or
vehicular traffic, or detract from the urban design elements of the development; and

(4) All signs should be consistent with any applicable Urban Design Guidelines endorsed
by the Board.

E. Electronic display signs are subject to the following additional standards:

(1) Electronic display signs must be sized and located to avoid adverse impacts to traffic
safety and enhance overall placemaking of the development.

(2) Electronic display signs may be building-mounted or freestanding [advertised option
for C and I districts to limit to freestanding signs].

(3) Electronic display signs must include a photocell to control brightness and
automatically dim at sunset to a maximum of 600 nits [advertised range: 500 – 1,000
nits].

(4) In addition, in C and I districts:

(a) Only one electronic display sign is allowed per lot.

(b) Freestanding electronic display signs are limited to the height and size
limitations of subsection 7101.3.A(2) [advertised option – allow increase in
height and size limitations as part of the SE].

F. Temporary building-mounted signs, including those that are not permanently attached such
as a banner, may be allowed for up to 24 months from the start of display. The Board may
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further limit the maximum size of these signs. A request for additional time beyond 24
months requires an amendment to the special exception.

G. A special exception for sign modification supersedes any by-right signage that would
otherwise be allowed by subsection 7101.3. Any additional signage that is not part of the
approval will require an amendment to the application. A special exception approval does
not preclude installation of minor signs otherwise allowed by subsection 7100.4.

D. In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may approve
additional signs for the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).

E. In commercial and industrial districts, the Board may approve, either in conjunction with the
approval of a rezoning or as a special exception, a modification or waiver of the sign
regulations in accordance with the following:

(1) Such waiver may be for an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or different
location of a sign, not otherwise provided by subsection 7102.3. Such waiver may not
allow the erection of a freestanding sign or off -site sign not otherwise permitted by
this Ordinance, or the establishment of any sign prohibited by Article 7.

(2) The Board may approve such waiver only when the applicant demonstrates that there
are unusual circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or
configuration of the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of the structure
on the lot; or other unique circumstance of the land or structure that impacts the
applicant's ability to provide for a reasonable identification of the use.

(3) The Board determines that such waiver will be in harmony with the policies of the
Comprehensive Plan.

(4) The Board may approve a waiver of the sign provisions only in those locations where,
based upon a review of the relationship of the sign to the land, buildings and
conforming signs in the neighborhood, it determines that the sign will not have any
deleterious effect on the existing or planned development of adjacent properties and
that it is consistent with the purpose and intent of Article 7.

2. Special Permits36

A. The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center when it determines that the application of this
Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography. However, such freestanding sign
may not extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the elevation of the center line of the
nearest street.

B. The BZA may grant a special permit to allow additional sign area or height, or a different
arrangement of sign area distribution for a regional shopping center, when it determines
that the application of this Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography or
location of the regional shopping center. However, the total combined sign area for the
regional shopping center may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by
this Article.

36 The special permit process is proposed to be deleted.
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C. In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are located
so that the building frontage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a special permit
to allow building-mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the entrances,
arcades, or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the shopping center
may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by this Article.

3. Uses in Planned Districts

The provisions of this Article apply to signs within Planned (P) districts. However, in keeping with
the intent to allow flexibility in the design of planned developments, the following apply to signs in
P districts:

A. Signs may be permitted in a P district in accordance with a comprehensive sign plan subject
to approval by the Planning Commission following a public hearing conducted in accordance
with subsection 8100.1.C. The comprehensive sign plan will show the location, size, height,
and extent of all proposed signs within the specified area of the P district.

B. An application for a comprehensive sign plan may be submitted by any property owner,
owner of an easement, lessee, contract purchaser, or their agent. The application must be
accompanied by a statement establishing the names of the record owners of the properties
upon which such signs are proposed to be located, and a fee as established in Section 8102.

C. Any comprehensive sign plan must be in accordance with the standards for all planned
developments as established in Section 2105. All proposed signs must be consistent with the
scale and design of the development and so located and sized to ensure convenience to
users of the development, while not adding to street clutter or otherwise detracting from
architectural and urban design elements of the development.

8100. Review Procedures
3. Special Exceptions

Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions

Special Exception Type Section/ Subsection

Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Sign Modification 7102.2 7102.1

4. Special Permits

Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits

Special Permit Type Section/ Subsection

Increase in Sign Area or Height 7102.3

10.Appeals
A. Appeal Processing

(2) Time Limit on Filing
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(a) Except as set forth below, all appeals must be filed within 30 days from the date
of the decision appealed by filing an appeal application with the Zoning
Administrator and the BZA.

(b) Appeals from notices of violation involving the following violations must be filed
within ten days from the date of the notice by filing an appeal application with
the Zoning Administrator and the BZA:

1. Occupancy of a dwelling unit in violation of subsection 4102.3.A.

2. Parking a commercial vehicle in an R district or a residential area of a P
district in violation of subsections 4102.1.B(2) and 4102.1.E(4).

3. Parking of vehicles on an unsurfaced area in the front yard of a single-
family detached dwelling in the R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4 Districts in violation of
subsection 6100.2.A(3).

4. Parking of inoperative vehicles, as provided in Chapter 110 of the County
Code, in violation of subsection 4102.7.A(13).

5. Installation, alteration, refacing, or relocation of a sign on private property
in violation of subsection 7100.3.A(1).37

6. Installation of any minor sign in violation of subsection 7100.4.38

7. 5. Installation of prohibited signs on private property in violation of
subsection 7100.5.B and subsections 7100.5.C(1) and 7100.5.C(5).

6. Installation, alteration, refacing, or relocation of a sign on private property
in violation of subsection 7100.3.A(1).

8. 7. Other short-term, recurring violations similar to those listed above.

8101. Submission Requirements

3. Special Exceptions, Special Permits, and Variances

D. Additional or Modified Submission Requirements for Specific Special Exception
Applications

Add new (6) and renumber subsequent subsections.

(6) Sign Modification39

(a) Site photographs or visual simulations showing the location and scale of
proposed signs, which should consider factors such as topography that impact
visibility;

37 Reordered (was previously 6).
38 This is a change from the current 30-day timeframe to ten days.
39 Submission requirements are new.
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(b) Building elevations and renderings of the proposed signs, including a graphic
scale, demonstrating placement and overall design compatibility;

(c) Site plan/development plan showing sign locations;

(d) Sign matrix showing the following:

1. The size, height (measured from the lowest grade to the highest point),
and extent of all proposed signs;

2. Designs and materials of any signs over which the applicant has design
control, including project identity and wayfinding signs;

3. Comparison of the amount of signage allowable by-right compared to the
proposed signage requested;

4. Identification of any existing signs that will remain; and

5. Lighting specifications of any illuminated signs.

(e) If electronic display signs are included, viewshed analyses must be provided
from all abutting properties. Information on the size of the display area and the
daytime and nighttime nit levels must also be provided; and

(f) A written statement describing the overall approach for the sign modification
and how the proposed plan complies with the general standards and any
applicable design guidelines.

8102. Fee Schedule

1. Fee Schedule

TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

APPLICATION TYPE FEE [1]

MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Signs

Sign Permits and Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plans $95

Administrative Reallocation of Sign Area $95

Comprehensive Sign Plans in Planned Districts $8,260

Amendments to Comprehensive Sign Plan in Planned Districts $4,130

Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Special Exception $8,260

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS [2]

Standard fees for special exception approvals are listed below.

General Fee Unless Otherwise Listed $16,375

Accessory Uses and Other Special Exceptions

Home Day Care Facility $435

Modification of Shape Factor $8,180

Modification of Grade for Single-Family Detached Dwellings $910

Certain Existing Structures and Uses $910
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TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

APPLICATION TYPE FEE [1]

Modification of Minimum
Setback Requirements

Reconstruction of Certain Single-Family Detached
Dwellings that are Destroyed by Casualty

$0

Sign Modifications $8,260

Amendment to Sign Modifications $4,130

Waiver of Minimum Lot Size Requirements $8,180

Addition to or Replacement of a Single-Family Detached Dwelling Existing as of July 1,
2021, in a Floodplain

$8,180

9102. General Terms40

Moving or Windblown Sign

Any sign of which all or any part is in motion by natural or artificial means (including fluttering, rotating,
undulating, swinging, oscillating) or by movement of the atmosphere. This includes signs such as feather flags and
inflatable objects. For purposes of Article 7, a flag is not a moving or windblown sign.

40 No other definitions are proposed to be revised.
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	ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - SIGNS PART II

	PRELIMINARY DRAFT TEXT FOR DISCUSSION

	 
	BACKGROUND

	 
	On March 19, 2019, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted the Signs Part I Zoning
Ordinance Amendment, which focused on rewriting the sign regulations in a content-neutral
manner. Staff is now working on a Part II effort, which proposes to update the electronic display
sign regulations, revise the comprehensive sign plan (CSP) and special exception (SE) waiver of
certain sign regulations processes, and revise other sign-related provisions. The Signs Part II
amendment is included on the 
	On March 19, 2019, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted the Signs Part I Zoning
Ordinance Amendment, which focused on rewriting the sign regulations in a content-neutral
manner. Staff is now working on a Part II effort, which proposes to update the electronic display
sign regulations, revise the comprehensive sign plan (CSP) and special exception (SE) waiver of
certain sign regulations processes, and revise other sign-related provisions. The Signs Part II
amendment is included on the 
	FY 2022/2023 Zoning Ordinance Work Program (ZOWP)
	FY 2022/2023 Zoning Ordinance Work Program (ZOWP)

	.


	 
	This document provides updated recommendations since those last provided to the Board at the
May 17, 2022, Land Use Policy Committee meeting. Staff has continued researching
surrounding jurisdictions, analyzing existing regulations, incorporating suggested comments
received during outreach, and reviewing in-process CSP and SE applications to further inform its
recommended changes to the current sign regulations.

	 
	This document is organized as follows:

	A. Potential Zoning Ordinance Revisions

	A. Potential Zoning Ordinance Revisions

	A. Potential Zoning Ordinance Revisions


	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs

	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs

	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs

	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs


	 


	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes


	 


	3. Other Proposed Changes for Consideration

	3. Other Proposed Changes for Consideration

	3. Other Proposed Changes for Consideration

	3. Other Proposed Changes for Consideration




	B. 
	B. 
	B. 
	Community Outreach and Next Steps

	Community Outreach and Next Steps


	 


	C. Draft Text

	C. Draft Text

	C. Draft Text

	C. Draft Text


	 



	 
	A. POTENTIAL ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS

	A. POTENTIAL ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS

	A. POTENTIAL ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS



	 
	Sign-related zoning regulations are included in 
	Sign-related zoning regulations are included in 
	Article 7 
	Article 7 

	of the Zoning Ordinance. A summary of
the proposed revisions is provided by topic area below:


	 
	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs (see page 9 of the Draft Text, Part C)

	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs (see page 9 of the Draft Text, Part C)

	1. By-right Standards for Electronic Display Signs (see page 9 of the Draft Text, Part C)



	Background

	Currently, one electronic display sign is allowed per lot
and the sign must be freestanding. The area of changeable
copy is limited to 50 percent of the allowable freestanding
sign area for the property (for example, if a sign is allowed
to be 80 square feet and is only 40 square feet, all 40
square feet can be electronic). In addition, all electronic
display signs must include a photocell to dim the
brightness of the sign to 40–100 nits at sunset. During 
	Figure 1: Example of Electronic Display Sign
	Figure 1: Example of Electronic Display Sign
	Figure

	Figure
	outreach, staff received feedback from industry representatives that modern screens are
getting brighter, and high-definition technology has progressed to the point where a higher
nit level may be appropriate and that the current nit level is extremely low, making the sign
almost unreadable after sunset. Certain industry groups (including shopping center owners)
expressed that the 50 percent size limitation is too restrictive, while on the other hand,
comments were received from the community that the size of electronic signs should be
further limited.

	 
	WHAT IS A NIT?

	WHAT IS A NIT?

	A nit is a measurement of luminance, capturing surface brightness and the amount
of light an object gives off. Based on jurisdictional research, nits are a common
unit of measurement for electronic display signs. The higher the nits, the brighter
and more visible the display will be. For reference, commonly sold computer
monitors, TVs, and cellphones typically range from 250 – 600 nits with high-end
models measuring up to 1,000 nits or more.
	Figure

	Figure
	Staff conducted a review of other jurisdictions with electronic display sign brightness
limitations; jurisdictional research is summarized below in Table 1:

	 
	Figure
	Table 1: Maximum Nighttime Nit Limitations by Jurisdiction

	 
	 
	 
	Staff Proposal

	Staff recommends the following for electronic display signs:

	• No changes to the:

	• No changes to the:

	• No changes to the:

	• No changes to the:

	o By-right limitations for size and number per lot;

	o By-right limitations for size and number per lot;

	o By-right limitations for size and number per lot;


	o Eight-second maximum frequency in change of message;

	o Eight-second maximum frequency in change of message;


	o Requirement that the message change must be instantaneous; and

	o Requirement that the message change must be instantaneous; and


	o Background color limitations excluding white, off-white, gray, or yellow.

	o Background color limitations excluding white, off-white, gray, or yellow.





	• Brightness of electronic display signs remain limited to a maximum of 100 nits at
sunset for R districts (which includes residential areas of P districts).

	• Brightness of electronic display signs remain limited to a maximum of 100 nits at
sunset for R districts (which includes residential areas of P districts).


	• Brightness of electronic display signs in P, C, and I districts be increased to a
maximum of 300 nits at sunset (with an advertised range from 100 to 500 nits).

	• Brightness of electronic display signs in P, C, and I districts be increased to a
maximum of 300 nits at sunset (with an advertised range from 100 to 500 nits).


	• As part of submission for a sign permit, the applicant must include a copy of the sign
specifications, which include actual programmed nits, to confirm that the sign would
meet the display requirements.

	• As part of submission for a sign permit, the applicant must include a copy of the sign
specifications, which include actual programmed nits, to confirm that the sign would
meet the display requirements.



	 
	The proposed changes recognize concerns about brightness of electronic display signs in
residential districts while allowing for a limited increase in brightness for these types of signs
in nonresidential zoning districts. Staff is continuing to research the appropriate nit levels
through an informal field survey of existing electronic display signs, as industry
recommendations and jurisdictional research showed a wide range of nit levels applied to
electronic display signs. As further discussed below, staff is recommending that certain
modifications to the standards for electronic display signs may be requested in P, C, and I
districts as part of the proposed SE process.

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes
(see pages 14 – 16 of the Draft Text, Part C)

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes
(see pages 14 – 16 of the Draft Text, Part C)

	2. Comprehensive Sign Plan, Special Exception, and Special Permit Processes
(see pages 14 – 16 of the Draft Text, Part C)



	 
	Background

	Staff reviewed other jurisdictions and their processes for modifying sign regulations. The
City of Alexandria has a Comprehensive Sign Plan process to modify by-right signage, but it
is limited to Coordinated Development Districts or for other developments larger than three
acres. Sign height may not be modified as part of this approval. Arlington County has a
Comprehensive Sign Plan process available in most zoning districts (either approved by
special use permit or site plan) in which the flexibility to add additional signs is limited, as
the modifications may not include (1) any sign type or characteristic prohibited by the
standard sign regulations, (2) more sign area, (3) additional sign height, (4) changes in
placement of signs over 40 feet in height, or (5) additional levels or hours of illumination. In
areas of Arlington subject to a form-based code, sign area may be reallocated (but not
increased), and the Board may modify sign placement, height, illumination, and allow
innovative sign elements. Montgomery County allows a Sign Concept Plan limited to Urban
Renewal and red policy areas (which is a designated high-density and transit-oriented
development area), to allow an increase in total sign area. Loudoun County has a Sign
Development Plan, which requires special exception approval and allows for alternative
	regulations for permitted signs. All of these identified processes require public hearing and
legislative approval by their Board or City/County Council. Fairfax County’s current CSP
process allows the Planning Commission to modify any sign requirement in P districts, which
appears to be more flexible than the processes in the City of Alexandria, Arlington County,
and Loudoun County, and the breadth of what can be modified is similar to the allowed
modifications in Montgomery County; however, there is significant variation in the by-right
sign allowances and which regulations can be modified with legislative approval among
jurisdictions.

	 
	In Fairfax County, as shown in Table 2 below, the Zoning Ordinance currently includes three
ways for an applicant to request additional signage beyond that allowed by right on their
property, as well as one process to reallocate sign area among various tenants:

	 
	Figure
	Table 2: Current Signage Application Types

	Staff Proposal

	Staff recommends consolidating the current CSP application type for Planned (P) districts
and the SE application for Commercial and Industrial (C and I) districts into one SE request
for sign modifications. This new SE application would also include revised review criteria
and standards, which are detailed below. As a result of this change, all applications for
modified signage would go to the Board for approval rather than the current process where
CSP applications are decided by the Planning Commission, certain sign modifications are
decided by the BZA via SP, and other sign waivers and modifications are decided by the
Board via SE. As a P district and its associated design standards are approved by the Board,
in staff’s opinion it is appropriate for the Board to also review and approve the associated
	signage for the development. This rationale is also applied to other uses in P districts, such as
home day care facilities, where review and approval by the Board is required. The Planning
Commission would continue to review and make recommendations to the Board on these
applications, as is currently the case with all special exception applications. Staff also
recommends that the Board consider adoption of a policy allowing expedited scheduling of
Planning Commission and Board hearing dates, similar to zoning applications in the
Commercial Revitalization Districts. Staff also recommends deleting the SP application type,
as only one application has been processed for this application type in the last ten years, and
sites currently eligible for the SP would become eligible for the SE.

	 
	Zoning districts: All areas of P districts would continue to be able to apply for additional
signage through the new SE application requiring Board approval.

	 
	Currently, while any property in a C or I district may apply for an SE for a waiver of certain
sign regulations, the applicant must demonstrate that the site has an “unusual circumstance or
condition.” The proposed SE standards would continue to allow for modification of sign
regulations for these properties; however, to allow for additional placemaking and economic
development opportunities, the ability to request an SE would be expanded to allow
additional development types to request approval of additional signage. Any site in a C or I
district that is developed with a building, group of buildings, office or industrial complex, or
a shopping center with a minimum gross floor area of 30,000 square feet (with an advertised
range from 25,000 to 50,000 square feet) would be eligible for this SE application. In
addition, the current SE limits requests to an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or
a different location of a sign, but it does not allow for consideration of signs not otherwise
permitted for that specific property (such as an additional freestanding sign). Proposed
changes to the new SE process would allow for consideration of these sign types as part of
the application request.

	 
	Overall, these changes would result in an expansion of eligibility to properties that are not
currently able to request an increase in signage. However, to minimize sign clutter and
overuse of these provisions, unless there is an “unusual circumstance or condition,”
individual smaller buildings and developments in the C and I districts would not be eligible
for an increase in signage beyond that allowed by right. Smaller developments with fewer
tenants and a reduced building frontage have limited opportunities to create a coordinated
approach to signage. To protect stable residential areas, this SE process is not recommended
for conventional residential districts.

	 
	Allowed requests: Currently, a CSP application can request a modification of any sign
regulation in Article 7, and an SE application may request an increase in sign area or height,
and a modification of sign location. Staff proposes to consolidate the applications and limit
which standards may be modified with SE approval to those listed below:

	• Residential sign standards for residential areas of P districts (
	• Residential sign standards for residential areas of P districts (
	• Residential sign standards for residential areas of P districts (
	• Residential sign standards for residential areas of P districts (
	subsection 7101.2
	subsection 7101.2

	);



	• Commercial and industrial sign standards
(
	• Commercial and industrial sign standards
(
	• Commercial and industrial sign standards
(
	• Commercial and industrial sign standards
(
	subsection 7101.3
	subsection 7101.3

	);

	Figure


	• Electronic display signs, as discussed below
(
	• Electronic display signs, as discussed below
(
	• Electronic display signs, as discussed below
(
	subsection 7101.1
	subsection 7101.1

	);



	• Certain minor sign limitations, including signs
on a property for sale, rent or lease; minor
signs associated with nonresidential uses;

	• Certain minor sign limitations, including signs
on a property for sale, rent or lease; minor
signs associated with nonresidential uses;

	• Certain minor sign limitations, including signs
on a property for sale, rent or lease; minor
signs associated with nonresidential uses;

	Figure 2: Example of Roof Sign
Source: Pride Neon Sign Solutions
	Figure 2: Example of Roof Sign
Source: Pride Neon Sign Solutions
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	window signs; and A-frame signs (
	window signs; and A-frame signs (
	window signs; and A-frame signs (
	subsection
7100.4
	subsection
7100.4

	); and



	• Roof signs that are otherwise prohibited

	• Roof signs that are otherwise prohibited


	(
	(
	(
	subsection 7100.5
	subsection 7100.5

	).




	The proposed SE application could not modify:

	• The purpose, applicability, and administrative provisions;

	• The purpose, applicability, and administrative provisions;

	• The purpose, applicability, and administrative provisions;


	• Certain minor signs, including signs posted by a public or court officer in the
performance of official duties, signs during active construction or renovation, and
yard signs;

	• Certain minor signs, including signs posted by a public or court officer in the
performance of official duties, signs during active construction or renovation, and
yard signs;


	• Prohibited signs (other than roof signs);

	• Prohibited signs (other than roof signs);


	• Nonconforming signs;

	• Nonconforming signs;


	• Sign measurement (how sign area and height are calculated); and

	• Sign measurement (how sign area and height are calculated); and


	• Certain standards applicable to all signs, including frequency of message change for
electronic display signs, electronic display sign background color, standards for the
illumination of signs in Section 5109 (Outdoor Lighting), and signs for associated
service uses.

	• Certain standards applicable to all signs, including frequency of message change for
electronic display signs, electronic display sign background color, standards for the
illumination of signs in Section 5109 (Outdoor Lighting), and signs for associated
service uses.



	 
	Many of these provisions, such as the administrative standards and sign measurement, should
not be modified to ensure consistent application of provisions throughout the County. Other
provisions that cannot be modified, such as prohibited sign types and the identified electronic
display sign provisions, prevent potential safety issues that could result if modified. For
example, allowing modification of the background color or changes in movement (such as
allowing a flashing sign) could have a significant visual impact, resulting in glare or other
dangerous distractions to drivers. Ensuring certain standards cannot be modified also assists
in preventing sign clutter.

	 
	Review standards: The purpose of the proposed SE for Sign Modifications is to allow for
creative design, placemaking, or modified signage for unusual circumstances. New standards
are proposed and include the following:

	• The size of signs must be compatible with the massing, height, and scale of the
development;

	• The size of signs must be compatible with the massing, height, and scale of the
development;

	• The size of signs must be compatible with the massing, height, and scale of the
development;


	• Signs do not result in an adverse impact on adjacent developments;

	• Signs do not result in an adverse impact on adjacent developments;


	• Sign materials must be aesthetically compatible with the development, and signs
cannot add to street clutter, interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular traffic, or
detract from the urban design elements of the development; and

	• Sign materials must be aesthetically compatible with the development, and signs
cannot add to street clutter, interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular traffic, or
detract from the urban design elements of the development; and


	• All signs should be consistent with any applicable Urban Design Guidelines.

	• All signs should be consistent with any applicable Urban Design Guidelines.



	 
	Electronic display sign modifications: As noted above, the proposed SE for Sign
Modifications could allow for modification of certain electronic display sign regulations,
with additional standards to ensure consistent review and avoid light and glare impacts on
adjacent developments. The proposed draft standards would allow the following:

	• More than one freestanding electronic display sign in P districts;

	• More than one freestanding electronic display sign in P districts;

	• More than one freestanding electronic display sign in P districts;


	• Building-mounted electronic display signs (with an advertised option to only allow
building-mounted electronic display signs in P districts);

	• Building-mounted electronic display signs (with an advertised option to only allow
building-mounted electronic display signs in P districts);


	• An increase in brightness after sunset from the by-right limitation of 300 nits to
600 nits (with an advertised range from 500 – 1,000 nits). Currently, there is no
maximum illumination level for electronic display signs approved with a CSP in
P districts; and

	• An increase in brightness after sunset from the by-right limitation of 300 nits to
600 nits (with an advertised range from 500 – 1,000 nits). Currently, there is no
maximum illumination level for electronic display signs approved with a CSP in
P districts; and


	• An increase in height and size of freestanding signs in P districts (with advertised
option to also consider this allowance in C and I districts).

	• An increase in height and size of freestanding signs in P districts (with advertised
option to also consider this allowance in C and I districts).



	 
	Submission requirements: The current CSP application does not have formal submission
requirements codified in the Zoning Ordinance. Staff provides the applicant with a list of
suggested submission requirements and instructions, such as site photographs, sign
renderings, and a sign matrix showing the size, height, and extent of all signs proposed. In
addition, the current SE process does not have sign-specific submission requirements. Staff
proposes to codify submission requirements specific to sign requests to ensure that all
necessary materials are received and reviewed before an application is distributed and
scheduled for public hearing, avoiding scheduling delays when an item is missing that is
needed for review. As with other zoning applications, the Zoning Ordinance allows for a
case-by-case waiver or modification by the Zoning Administrator when it is determined that
the submission requirement is not necessary for review of the application. In addition, staff
can request additional information to facilitate review of the application.

	 
	Summary of proposed SE changes: The revised SE application process would continue to
allow all properties in P districts to request sign modifications while also providing
additional flexibility for signs in Commercial and Industrial districts. Currently, the SE
standards are extremely limiting, effectively requiring an applicant to prove a hardship of
unusual circumstances to justify modification of the sign regulations. During outreach,
industry groups and land use attorneys requested the ability to modify the sign regulations to
allow for placemaking opportunities in conventionally zoned retail, office, and industrial
areas. Expanding placemaking may also assist the economic development of these
conventionally zoned areas. Allowing for increased flexibility in C and I districts would
expand placemaking opportunities to these areas while also allowing for the imposition of
development conditions to prevent adverse impacts on surrounding developments. In
addition to the review criteria, the applications would be subject to the general SE standards
in 
	Summary of proposed SE changes: The revised SE application process would continue to
allow all properties in P districts to request sign modifications while also providing
additional flexibility for signs in Commercial and Industrial districts. Currently, the SE
standards are extremely limiting, effectively requiring an applicant to prove a hardship of
unusual circumstances to justify modification of the sign regulations. During outreach,
industry groups and land use attorneys requested the ability to modify the sign regulations to
allow for placemaking opportunities in conventionally zoned retail, office, and industrial
areas. Expanding placemaking may also assist the economic development of these
conventionally zoned areas. Allowing for increased flexibility in C and I districts would
expand placemaking opportunities to these areas while also allowing for the imposition of
development conditions to prevent adverse impacts on surrounding developments. In
addition to the review criteria, the applications would be subject to the general SE standards
in 
	subsection 4102.1.F
	subsection 4102.1.F

	.

	 
	Staff acknowledges that the proposed changes may increase the number of applications.
Table 3 summarizes the sign applications received by the County in the last ten years. Only
27 SE applications have been brought forward to the Board and 98 CSP applications to the
Planning Commission during this time, averaging approximately 13 sign-related applications
per year. With increased flexibility for C and I districts, additional locations will have the
opportunity to request a modification of the sign regulations. This may result in a modest
increase in applications coming forward for review; however, staff believes that the review
criteria will allow staff to make appropriate recommendations to the Board, and the public
hearings will provide an opportunity for community input to ensure the proposals are
compatible with surrounding development.

	 
	Figure
	Table 3: Sign Application Data

	3. Other Topics for Consideration

	3. Other Topics for Consideration

	3. Other Topics for Consideration


	• Signs in reserved parking spaces (page 2 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently,
through interpretation, signs associated with parking spaces reserved for mobile pickup
are allotted one square foot of signage per space; however, as reserved parking spaces
serve a variety of purposes (such as spaces for electric vehicle charging or expectant
mothers) and signs range in size, staff recommends exempting all signs for reserved
parking spaces from permit requirements1 with no size limitation. Staff will continue to
consider including a maximum size limitation and solicit feedback on this topic during
outreach.

	• Signs in reserved parking spaces (page 2 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently,
through interpretation, signs associated with parking spaces reserved for mobile pickup
are allotted one square foot of signage per space; however, as reserved parking spaces
serve a variety of purposes (such as spaces for electric vehicle charging or expectant
mothers) and signs range in size, staff recommends exempting all signs for reserved
parking spaces from permit requirements1 with no size limitation. Staff will continue to
consider including a maximum size limitation and solicit feedback on this topic during
outreach.



	1 Currently, pick-up or reserved parking space signs that are greater than four square feet in size may require a sign
permit.
	1 Currently, pick-up or reserved parking space signs that are greater than four square feet in size may require a sign
permit.

	• Window signs (page 4 of the Draft Text, Part C):
Nonresidential uses throughout the County commonly
use illuminated window signs for advertising purposes
or to show that a business is open. In recognition of
this practice, the proposed draft includes language
allowing one illuminated or electronic window sign
per establishment up to four square feet in size (with
an advertised range of two to four square feet for
consideration). These signs must be static, containing

	• Window signs (page 4 of the Draft Text, Part C):
Nonresidential uses throughout the County commonly
use illuminated window signs for advertising purposes
or to show that a business is open. In recognition of
this practice, the proposed draft includes language
allowing one illuminated or electronic window sign
per establishment up to four square feet in size (with
an advertised range of two to four square feet for
consideration). These signs must be static, containing

	• Window signs (page 4 of the Draft Text, Part C):
Nonresidential uses throughout the County commonly
use illuminated window signs for advertising purposes
or to show that a business is open. In recognition of
this practice, the proposed draft includes language
allowing one illuminated or electronic window sign
per establishment up to four square feet in size (with
an advertised range of two to four square feet for
consideration). These signs must be static, containing

	• Window signs (page 4 of the Draft Text, Part C):
Nonresidential uses throughout the County commonly
use illuminated window signs for advertising purposes
or to show that a business is open. In recognition of
this practice, the proposed draft includes language
allowing one illuminated or electronic window sign
per establishment up to four square feet in size (with
an advertised range of two to four square feet for
consideration). These signs must be static, containing

	Figure 3: Example of an Illuminated
Window Sign
Source: Custom Neon
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	no moving images or content, and they may only be
illuminated during the hours of operation. Any sign
not meeting these requirements would be subject to
enforcement.

	no moving images or content, and they may only be
illuminated during the hours of operation. Any sign
not meeting these requirements would be subject to
enforcement.


	• Signs associated with a subdivision or other residential development (page 10 of the
Draft Text, Part C): The Zoning Ordinance allows single-family residential
subdivisions, stacked townhouses, and multifamily developments to have a freestanding
sign 30 square feet in area and eight feet tall located at each entrance. Staff proposes to
include a requirement that this sign must be located within an easement recorded for
signage purposes or a common area located at the vehicular entrance. This clarifies that
the sign is intended to serve the overall development and is not additional signage for an
individual dwelling. Staff has also included language that would allow a multifamily
development to have building-mounted signage rather than a freestanding sign, as a
building-mounted sign may be preferable for more urban and pedestrian-oriented
developments.

	• Signs associated with a subdivision or other residential development (page 10 of the
Draft Text, Part C): The Zoning Ordinance allows single-family residential
subdivisions, stacked townhouses, and multifamily developments to have a freestanding
sign 30 square feet in area and eight feet tall located at each entrance. Staff proposes to
include a requirement that this sign must be located within an easement recorded for
signage purposes or a common area located at the vehicular entrance. This clarifies that
the sign is intended to serve the overall development and is not additional signage for an
individual dwelling. Staff has also included language that would allow a multifamily
development to have building-mounted signage rather than a freestanding sign, as a
building-mounted sign may be preferable for more urban and pedestrian-oriented
developments.


	• Ordering signs for a restaurant with a drive-through (page 13 of the Draft Text,
Part C): Under the Zoning Ordinance, all restaurants with a drive-through require
approval of a special exception or they must be shown on a final development plan/PRC
plan; however, ordering station signs that are visible from a street are currently subject to
freestanding sign limitations and require issuance of a sign permit. Since ordering boards
are reviewed as part of the special exception approval, a standard has been added
exempting signs associated with the ordering station of a restaurant with drive-through
from sign permit requirements and maximum allowed sign area limitations. A
20-square-foot size limitation per sign has been included with an advertised range from
ten to 30 feet for consideration. Staff is further reviewing whether additional similar uses
that are subject to Board approval (such as other drive-through uses or car washes) may
also be appropriate to include in this exemption.

	• Ordering signs for a restaurant with a drive-through (page 13 of the Draft Text,
Part C): Under the Zoning Ordinance, all restaurants with a drive-through require
approval of a special exception or they must be shown on a final development plan/PRC
plan; however, ordering station signs that are visible from a street are currently subject to
freestanding sign limitations and require issuance of a sign permit. Since ordering boards
are reviewed as part of the special exception approval, a standard has been added
exempting signs associated with the ordering station of a restaurant with drive-through
from sign permit requirements and maximum allowed sign area limitations. A
20-square-foot size limitation per sign has been included with an advertised range from
ten to 30 feet for consideration. Staff is further reviewing whether additional similar uses
that are subject to Board approval (such as other drive-through uses or car washes) may
also be appropriate to include in this exemption.


	• Appeal timeframe for minor signs (page 18 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently, a
notice of violation issued for a minor sign (such as a yard sign or a sign associated with
construction) may be appealed within 30 days of issuance of the violation. Certain types
of zoning violations are subject to a ten-day appeal period, including installation of
prohibited signs on private property and installation of signs without a sign permit when
required. In addition, other short-term violations of a recurring nature may be subject to a
10-day appeal period. Minor signs by design are easily moveable and can quickly be

	• Appeal timeframe for minor signs (page 18 of the Draft Text, Part C): Currently, a
notice of violation issued for a minor sign (such as a yard sign or a sign associated with
construction) may be appealed within 30 days of issuance of the violation. Certain types
of zoning violations are subject to a ten-day appeal period, including installation of
prohibited signs on private property and installation of signs without a sign permit when
required. In addition, other short-term violations of a recurring nature may be subject to a
10-day appeal period. Minor signs by design are easily moveable and can quickly be



	brought into compliance and then within a few weeks be re-established on the property.
Specifically subjecting violations of the minor sign provisions to a ten-day appeal period
would allow for the Department of Code Compliance to proceed with enforcement in a
timelier manner to address community concerns.
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timelier manner to address community concerns.

	brought into compliance and then within a few weeks be re-established on the property.
Specifically subjecting violations of the minor sign provisions to a ten-day appeal period
would allow for the Department of Code Compliance to proceed with enforcement in a
timelier manner to address community concerns.


	• Other edits, including reorganization of text and edits for plain English, are included
throughout Article 7.

	• Other edits, including reorganization of text and edits for plain English, are included
throughout Article 7.



	 
	B. COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND NEXT STEPS
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	Since December 1, 2021, staff from the Department of Planning and Development and the
Department of Code Compliance have participated in over 20 education and outreach meetings
targeting a variety of stakeholders, including the development community, land use attorneys,
shopping center owners, faith and non-profit leaders, realtors, and community and citizen
organizations. The focus of these meetings was to provide an overview of the existing sign
regulations and enforcement process, as well as to introduce the general concepts proposed as
part of this amendment. A 
	Since December 1, 2021, staff from the Department of Planning and Development and the
Department of Code Compliance have participated in over 20 education and outreach meetings
targeting a variety of stakeholders, including the development community, land use attorneys,
shopping center owners, faith and non-profit leaders, realtors, and community and citizen
organizations. The focus of these meetings was to provide an overview of the existing sign
regulations and enforcement process, as well as to introduce the general concepts proposed as
part of this amendment. A 
	Signs Part II website 
	Signs Part II website 

	has been created where staff provides notice of
upcoming meetings, copies of PowerPoint presentations, links to recorded meetings, and
handouts on the current regulations (including copies of the handouts in Spanish and Korean).
An overview of the topics under consideration and outreach was provided to the Planning
Commission’s Land Use Process Review Committee on May 12, 2022, and the Board’s Land
Use Policy Committee on 
	May 17, 2022
	May 17, 2022

	.


	 
	Staff will continue community outreach efforts on the attached draft text. Public hearings are
anticipated to be scheduled for the fall of 2023.

	 
	Questions and comments can be directed to Casey Judge, Principal Planner, at

	Questions and comments can be directed to Casey Judge, Principal Planner, at

	casey.judge@fairfaxcounty.gov 
	casey.judge@fairfaxcounty.gov 

	or 703-324-1314.


	 
	C. DRAFT TEXT

	C. DRAFT TEXT

	C. DRAFT TEXT



	 
	Signs Part II - Draft Text for Discussion
	 
	 

	Proposed revisions to the current Zoning Ordinance are shown below in strike-through and underline.

	Proposed revisions to the current Zoning Ordinance are shown below in strike-through and underline.

	 
	ARTICLE 7 - SIGNS

	7100. General Provisions

	  
	2. Applicability

	…

	B. These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such as off-premise
signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation impossible without referring to
the function. In these limited instances, the governmental interest is compelling enough to warrant their
description and regulation, and whenever a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article
is intended to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it.

	B. These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such as off-premise
signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation impossible without referring to
the function. In these limited instances, the governmental interest is compelling enough to warrant their
description and regulation, and whenever a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article
is intended to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it.

	B. These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such as off-premise
signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation impossible without referring to
the function. In these limited instances, the governmental interest is compelling enough to warrant their
description and regulation, and whenever a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article
is intended to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it.

	B. These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such as off-premise
signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation impossible without referring to
the function. In these limited instances, the governmental interest is compelling enough to warrant their
description and regulation, and whenever a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article
is intended to be neutral with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it.

	A. Sign Permit Required General Standards1

	A. Sign Permit Required General Standards1

	A. Sign Permit Required General Standards1

	A. Sign Permit Required General Standards1

	(1) Except where otherwise noted in this Article, no sign may be constructed, erected, altered, refaced,
relocated, or expanded without a sign permit.

	(1) Except where otherwise noted in this Article, no sign may be constructed, erected, altered, refaced,
relocated, or expanded without a sign permit.

	(1) Except where otherwise noted in this Article, no sign may be constructed, erected, altered, refaced,
relocated, or expanded without a sign permit.


	(2) The application for a sign permit must be filed with the Zoning Administrator on a County form, must
include all pertinent information required by the Zoning Administrator to ensure compliance with this
Ordinance, and must be accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 8102.

	(2) The application for a sign permit must be filed with the Zoning Administrator on a County form, must
include all pertinent information required by the Zoning Administrator to ensure compliance with this
Ordinance, and must be accompanied by the filing fee set forth in Section 8102.


	(3) All signs must comply with this Article, the structural requirements specified in the USBC, Chapter 61 of
the County Code, and all other applicable standards in this Ordinance.

	(3) All signs must comply with this Article, the structural requirements specified in the USBC, Chapter 61 of
the County Code, and all other applicable standards in this Ordinance.


	(4) A sign permit expires within 12 months from the date of issuance if the sign is not erected and all
necessary final inspection(s) are not approved within 12 months from the date of issuance.

	(4) A sign permit expires within 12 months from the date of issuance if the sign is not erected and all
necessary final inspection(s) are not approved within 12 months from the date of issuance.


	(5) A sign permit is not required to change the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for
replaceable copy, including changeable copy signs and electronic display signs in accordance with
subsection 7101.1.A.

	(5) A sign permit is not required to change the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for
replaceable copy, including changeable copy signs and electronic display signs in accordance with
subsection 7101.1.A.


	(6) The following are not considered signs:

	(6) The following are not considered signs:

	(6) The following are not considered signs:

	(a) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16).

	(a) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16).

	(a) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16).


	(b) Temporary, seasonal decorations.

	(b) Temporary, seasonal decorations.








	B. Sign Permit Not Required

	B. Sign Permit Not Required






	…

	3. Administrative Provisions

	1 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English but, unless otherwise noted, no edits have been made to the
regulations.
	1 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English but, unless otherwise noted, no edits have been made to the
regulations.

	(1)The following are not deemed to be a sign do not require a sign permit and are not counted towards
maximum allowed sign area:

	(a) The changing of the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for the use of
replaceable copy, to include changeable copy signs and electronic display signs in accordance
with subsection 7101.1.A below;

	(b) Painting, cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure;

	(c) Flags, subject to subsection 4102.7.A(16);

	(1) (d)The display of address numbers as required by the County Code, and building entrance numbers or
letters. The addresses and building identification may not exceeding a total of two four2 square feet in
area. When displayed on a residential building, any numbering must be mounted flush against the
building.; and

	2 The increase from two square feet to four square feet aligns the size with other similar signs (such as trespassing and other warning
signs) and allows increased visibility for emergency personnel to see the address numbers.

	2 The increase from two square feet to four square feet aligns the size with other similar signs (such as trespassing and other warning
signs) and allows increased visibility for emergency personnel to see the address numbers.

	3 This is a new standard that allows signs in a reserved parking space, such as those reserved for electric vehicle charging or
expectant mother parking. Current interpretation limits these signs to one square foot. Staff is considering including a maximum size
limitation.

	4 Staff is reviewing whether this should include other SE uses with similar signs, such as car washes or other drive-throughs. In
addition, staff may also adjust the advertised size range based on feedback received during outreach.

	5 Relocated from current 7100.3.B(1)(b).
	(1) The following are deemed to be a sign but are not counted toward maximum allowed sign area:

	(1) The following are deemed to be a sign but are not counted toward maximum allowed sign area:

	(1) The following are deemed to be a sign but are not counted toward maximum allowed sign area:

	(1) The following are deemed to be a sign but are not counted toward maximum allowed sign area:

	C. Sign Condition, Safety, and Abandonment

	C. Sign Condition, Safety, and Abandonment

	C. Sign Condition, Safety, and Abandonment

	C. Sign Condition, Safety, and Abandonment

	(1) All signs and their components must be maintained in good repair and in safe condition. Painting,
cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure does not require a sign
permit. 5

	(1) All signs and their components must be maintained in good repair and in safe condition. Painting,
cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure does not require a sign
permit. 5

	(1) All signs and their components must be maintained in good repair and in safe condition. Painting,
cleaning, and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign or sign structure does not require a sign
permit. 5


	(2) The Building Official or designated agent may require or cause the immediate removal or repair,
without written notice, of any sign determined to be unsafe or that otherwise poses an immediate
threat to the safety of the public. If action by the County is necessary to render a sign safe, the cost of
removal or repair will be at the expense of the property owner or lessee as provided in Chapter 61 of
the County Code.

	(2) The Building Official or designated agent may require or cause the immediate removal or repair,
without written notice, of any sign determined to be unsafe or that otherwise poses an immediate
threat to the safety of the public. If action by the County is necessary to render a sign safe, the cost of
removal or repair will be at the expense of the property owner or lessee as provided in Chapter 61 of
the County Code.


	(3) Except as provided in subsections 7100.4 and 7100.6 below, if a property becomes vacant and is
unoccupied for a continuous period of two years, any sign on that property is deemed abandoned and
must be removed. If the owner fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator may give the owner
15 days written notice to remove it, after which the Zoning Administrator may initiate action to gain
compliance.

	(3) Except as provided in subsections 7100.4 and 7100.6 below, if a property becomes vacant and is
unoccupied for a continuous period of two years, any sign on that property is deemed abandoned and
must be removed. If the owner fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator may give the owner
15 days written notice to remove it, after which the Zoning Administrator may initiate action to gain
compliance.





	A. Signs posted by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance of official duties, or
by trustees under deeds of trust, deeds of assignment, or other similar instruments. These signs must be
removed no later than ten days after the last day of the period for which they are displayed.

	A. Signs posted by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance of official duties, or
by trustees under deeds of trust, deeds of assignment, or other similar instruments. These signs must be
removed no later than ten days after the last day of the period for which they are displayed.


	B. Signs that are displayed on a lot or property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease, as follows:

	B. Signs that are displayed on a lot or property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease, as follows:

	B. Signs that are displayed on a lot or property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease, as follows:

	(1) A single building-mounted or freestanding sign is allowed, except that two signs are permitted on a
corner lot when each sign faces a different street frontage. Such sign(s) must be removed within seven
days of the settlement, rental, or lease of the property.

	(1) A single building-mounted or freestanding sign is allowed, except that two signs are permitted on a
corner lot when each sign faces a different street frontage. Such sign(s) must be removed within seven
days of the settlement, rental, or lease of the property.

	(1) A single building-mounted or freestanding sign is allowed, except that two signs are permitted on a
corner lot when each sign faces a different street frontage. Such sign(s) must be removed within seven
days of the settlement, rental, or lease of the property.


	(2) The maximum size and height of the sign is limited based on the existing or planned development type
as follows:6

	(2) The maximum size and height of the sign is limited based on the existing or planned development type
as follows:6

	(2) The maximum size and height of the sign is limited based on the existing or planned development type
as follows:6

	(a) Single-family dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a single-family detached or attached dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed six square feet
in area or and a height of six feet.

	(a) Single-family dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a single-family detached or attached dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed six square feet
in area or and a height of six feet.

	(a) Single-family dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a single-family detached or attached dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed six square feet
in area or and a height of six feet.













	(e) Temporary, seasonal decorations.

	(2) (a)Signs not exceeding a total of four square feet in area warning the public against hunting, fishing,
swimming, trespassing, dangerous animals, the location of utilities, or other similar risks, or a warning
of prohibited activity such as no parking or loading in a specified area.

	(3) (b)Signs located on the outer surfaces of a temporary portable storage container.

	(4) (c)Vehicle signs, when the vehicle is operable and is parked at its associated place of business within a
designated parking space.

	(5) (d)Lettering or numbers permanently attached to or painted on the façade of a building of any school,
college, or university; such displays are limited to no more than ten percent of the area of the façade
on which they are placed and cannot be illuminated.

	(6) (e)Signs, erected by a public agency or appropriate organization in partnership with the Board, located
within or in proximity to the Commercial Revitalization District boundaries or activity centers mixed
use centers as shown on the Comprehensive Plan. Such signs are subject to approval by the Board and
all applicable outdoor advertising provisions of the Code of Virginia.

	(7) Signs located in a reserved parking space.3

	(8) Freestanding signs associated with the ordering station of a restaurant with drive-through limited to
20 square feet [advertised range: 10 – 30 square feet] per sign.4

	3. Minor Signs

	Unless otherwise stated, The the following minor signs are allowed but may not be illuminated, and, unless
otherwise stated, do not require a sign permit:

	6 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English, but no edits have been made to the regulations.

	6 This subsection includes reorganization and edits for plain English, but no edits have been made to the regulations.

	7 New requirement that the lots be contiguous to qualify for this sign allowance.

	8 Clarifies that the six months begins at the start of sign display rather than the start of the improvement work.

	9 This codifies current interpretation.
	C. Signs during active construction or alterations to residential, commercial, and industrial buildings are
permitted, as follows:

	C. Signs during active construction or alterations to residential, commercial, and industrial buildings are
permitted, as follows:

	C. Signs during active construction or alterations to residential, commercial, and industrial buildings are
permitted, as follows:

	C. Signs during active construction or alterations to residential, commercial, and industrial buildings are
permitted, as follows:

	(1) For nonresidential uses located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare, building-mounted and
freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to exceed 32 square feet in total sign area per lot. If
freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed per lot with a maximum height of four feet.

	(1) For nonresidential uses located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare, building-mounted and
freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to exceed 32 square feet in total sign area per lot. If
freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed per lot with a maximum height of four feet.

	(1) For nonresidential uses located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare, building-mounted and
freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to exceed 32 square feet in total sign area per lot. If
freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed per lot with a maximum height of four feet.


	(2) For all other nonresidential uses, building-mounted and freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to
exceed 24 square feet in total area per lot. If freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed
per lot with a maximum height of four feet.

	(2) For all other nonresidential uses, building-mounted and freestanding minor signs are allowed, not to
exceed 24 square feet in total area per lot. If freestanding, no more than two such signs are allowed
per lot with a maximum height of four feet.







	(3) (b) Multifamily dwelling: Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development
of, a multiple family dwelling unit. Such signs may not exceed 12 square feet in area or and a
height of eight feet.

	(4) (c) Nonresidential use or a residential property with 20 or more acres: Sign(s) located on a property
developed with, or planned for development of, any nonresidential use, or on a residential
property containing a minimum of 20 acres. Such signs may not exceed 32 square feet in area or
and a height of eight feet.

	C. (1) For a new nonresidential development, or for a new residential development containing a minimum of three
dwelling units on contiguous lots,7 during active construction, one sign is allowed, not to exceed 60 square
feet in area and a height of ten feet. For such new developments located on multiple road frontages, one
additional sign per street frontage is allowed, limited to 32 square feet in area and a height of eight feet. No
sign may be located closer than five feet to any lot line. All signs must be removed within 14 days following
completion of the construction of the development, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, and no sign
may be displayed for more than two years from the date of the issuance of the first building permit for the
development. If construction has not been completed within this timeframe and building permits are active
for the development, a sign permit is required to allow the continued display of any sign.

	D. (1) For an individual single-family dwelling unit undergoing construction, improvement, or renovation, one
sign, not to exceed four square feet in area or a height of four feet is allowed. No sign can be displayed
before commencement of the improvement or renovation work, and the sign must be removed within
seven days after the improvement or renovation is completed with all necessary inspections approved, or
within six months from the start of display,8 whichever is less.

	(1) For the purpose of this subsection, commencement of construction includes the following:9

	(a) Clearing, grading, or excavation work to prepare the site for construction;

	(b) Active demolition of structures or features internal to the dwelling as part of a renovation
project;

	(c) Delivery and staging of materials or equipment on-site, including both interior and exterior
staging; or

	(d) Any other similar activity involving active engagement in improvements on the property.

	E. D. Yard signs on any lot developed with a residential use cannot exceed 12 square feet in total area, with no
single sign exceeding four square feet in area or a height of four feet.

	F. D. For nonresidential uses, minor signs are permitted as follows:

	G. D. Window signs for any nonresidential use are allowed, subject to the following standards:

	(1) if t The total area of all signs does may not cover more than 30 percent of the total area of the
window in which the signs are located. To calculate the 30 percent area, a window with multiple
panes or panels is considered to be one window, and the overall area includes the multiple panes.10

	10 This codifies current interpretation. A graphic may be added to help further explain this regulation.

	10 This codifies current interpretation. A graphic may be added to help further explain this regulation.

	11 This is a new regulation that includes a range of sizes for consideration.
	A. General Prohibitions

	A. General Prohibitions

	A. General Prohibitions

	A. General Prohibitions

	(1) Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.

	(1) Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.

	(1) Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.


	(2) Any sign that violates any provision of any county, state, or federal law or regulation.

	(2) Any sign that violates any provision of any county, state, or federal law or regulation.


	(3) Any sign that violates any provision of Chapter 61 of the County Code and the USBC.

	(3) Any sign that violates any provision of Chapter 61 of the County Code and the USBC.


	C. Prohibitions Based on Location

	C. Prohibitions Based on Location





	B. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design

	B. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design

	B. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design

	(1) Any sign that does not meet the performance standards for outdoor lighting set forth in Section 5109.

	(1) Any sign that does not meet the performance standards for outdoor lighting set forth in Section 5109.

	(1) Any sign that does not meet the performance standards for outdoor lighting set forth in Section 5109.


	(2) A moving or windblown sign, not including changeable copy or electronic display sign, the hands of a
clock, or a weather vane.

	(2) A moving or windblown sign, not including changeable copy or electronic display sign, the hands of a
clock, or a weather vane.


	(3) Any sign displaying flashing or intermittent lights, or lights of changing degrees of intensity of color, or
that is not in accordance with subsection 7101.1.

	(3) Any sign displaying flashing or intermittent lights, or lights of changing degrees of intensity of color, or
that is not in accordance with subsection 7101.1.


	(1) Any off-premise commercial sign when displayed 12:01 PM Monday through 11:59 AM Friday. At all
other times, an off-premise commercial sign is only allowed for display when it conforms to the
provisions of subsection 7100.4.E.

	(1) Any off-premise commercial sign when displayed 12:01 PM Monday through 11:59 AM Friday. At all
other times, an off-premise commercial sign is only allowed for display when it conforms to the
provisions of subsection 7100.4.E.


	(2) Roof signs, except for signs located on a penthouse or screening wall, as provided for in subsection
7101.3.B below.

	(2) Roof signs, except for signs located on a penthouse or screening wall, as provided for in subsection
7101.3.B below.


	(3) Any sign that obstructs a window, door, fire escape, stairway, ladder, opening, or access intended for
light, air, ingress to, or egress from, a building.

	(3) Any sign that obstructs a window, door, fire escape, stairway, ladder, opening, or access intended for
light, air, ingress to, or egress from, a building.


	(4) Any sign located on a corner lot that is in violation of the sight distance requirements of subsection
5100.2.D(4)(c).12

	(4) Any sign located on a corner lot that is in violation of the sight distance requirements of subsection
5100.2.D(4)(c).12


	(5) Any sign that is found to be in violation of the USBC with respect to minimum clearance.

	(5) Any sign that is found to be in violation of the USBC with respect to minimum clearance.


	(6) Any sign that, due to its location, size, shape, or color, may obstruct, impair, interfere with the view of,
or be confused with, any traffic control sign, signal, or device erected by a public authority or where it
may interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic. Such signs are subject to immediate removal and
disposal by an authorized County official as a nuisance.

	(6) Any sign that, due to its location, size, shape, or color, may obstruct, impair, interfere with the view of,
or be confused with, any traffic control sign, signal, or device erected by a public authority or where it
may interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic. Such signs are subject to immediate removal and
disposal by an authorized County official as a nuisance.







	(2) Illuminated or electronic window signs are allowed as follows:11

	(a) One illuminated or electronic window sign is allowed per establishment, up to four square feet
in size [advertised range – two to four square feet]. This sign is included in the 30 percent area
limitation calculated in (1) above;

	(b) Signs must be static and may not include any moving images or content; and

	(c) Signs may only be illuminated during hours of operation of the establishment.

	H. E. For nonresidential uses, a single A-frame sign not to exceed 16 square feet in area per side and four feet in
height is allowed. Such sign must be located within 25 feet of a building or designated site entrance that
provides access to the use and may not impede pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

	5. Prohibited Signs

	The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts and areas of the County.

	12 Added for clarification.

	12 Added for clarification.

	13 This relocates the current Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan (ACSP) process and renames it to an “administrative
reallocation of sign area.” It also deletes the provision for a single tenant with building frontage resulting in sign area greater than
200 square feet to place a sign on each perimeter wall, as this provision is not used and is unnecessary.
	A. Calculation of Sign Area

	A. Calculation of Sign Area

	A. Calculation of Sign Area

	A. Calculation of Sign Area

	(1) When Based on Building Frontage

	(1) When Based on Building Frontage

	(1) When Based on Building Frontage

	(1) When Based on Building Frontage

	(a) Building frontage is the linear width of the wall taken at a height no greater than ten feet above
grade.

	(a) Building frontage is the linear width of the wall taken at a height no greater than ten feet above
grade.

	(a) Building frontage is the linear width of the wall taken at a height no greater than ten feet above
grade.


	(b) On buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building through a
common outside entrance, building frontage is the face or wall that is architecturally designed as
the front of the building and that contains the main public entrance, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator.

	(b) On buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building through a
common outside entrance, building frontage is the face or wall that is architecturally designed as
the front of the building and that contains the main public entrance, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator.


	(c) On buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance,
building frontage for each tenant is the wall that contains that tenant's main public entrance, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator.

	(c) On buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance,
building frontage for each tenant is the wall that contains that tenant's main public entrance, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator.










	6. Nonconforming Signs

	No changes proposed to this text.

	 
	7. Sign Measurement

	1. As an alternative, the Zoning Administrator may authorize a different allotment of sign area
to the various tenants of a building or buildings by approval of an administrative reallocation
of sign area as follows:13

	a. A request for an administrative reallocation of sign area must include written
authorization from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent,
accompanying graphics showing the proposed size, height, and location of all signs,
and the required filing fee as established in Section 8102.

	b. The total area for all signs may not exceed the maximum allowable sign area for the
building. The maximum sign area for an individual sign may not exceed 200 square
feet.

	(d) For the purpose of these provisions, buildings that are located on the same property, have
separate posted addresses, and do not include any internal connections are considered separate
buildings. Each building is allotted its own sign area based on the linear feet of building frontage
associated with its main public entrance.14

	14 This codifies current interpretation.
	14 This codifies current interpretation.
	(2) Building-Mounted Sign Area

	(2) Building-Mounted Sign Area

	(2) Building-Mounted Sign Area

	(2) Building-Mounted Sign Area

	1. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in dimension than the
width of the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

	1. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in dimension than the
width of the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

	1. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in dimension than the
width of the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

	1. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in dimension than the
width of the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

	2. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is greater than the width of
the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated as the total combined area of rectangular
enclosures surrounding each individual letter or symbol.

	2. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is greater than the width of
the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated as the total combined area of rectangular
enclosures surrounding each individual letter or symbol.

	2. If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is greater than the width of
the largest letter or symbol, sign area is calculated as the total combined area of rectangular
enclosures surrounding each individual letter or symbol.


	(3) Freestanding Sign Area

	(3) Freestanding Sign Area

	(3) Freestanding Sign Area

	(a) Generally

	(a) Generally

	(a) Generally


	(b) Multi-Faced Signs

	(b) Multi-Faced Signs

	(b) Multi-Faced Signs

	1. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle of 45 degrees or more, all sign faces are
calculated in the sign area.

	1. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle of 45 degrees or more, all sign faces are
calculated in the sign area.

	1. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle of 45 degrees or more, all sign faces are
calculated in the sign area.


	2. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle that is less than 45 degrees, sign area is
calculated based on the area of the largest single face.

	2. If the sign faces are separated by an interior angle that is less than 45 degrees, sign area is
calculated based on the area of the largest single face.


	3. If the sign faces are parallel to one another, the following applies:

	3. If the sign faces are parallel to one another, the following applies:

	3. If the sign faces are parallel to one another, the following applies:

	a. The area of the largest single face is used when the interior distance between the faces
is 18 inches or less.

	a. The area of the largest single face is used when the interior distance between the faces
is 18 inches or less.

	a. The area of the largest single face is used when the interior distance between the faces
is 18 inches or less.


	b. The area of the largest single face and the area of the a single side or interval between
faces is used when the interior distance between the faces is greater than 18 inches.
	b. The area of the largest single face and the area of the a single side or interval between
faces is used when the interior distance between the faces is greater than 18 inches.













	B. Calculation of Sign Height for Freestanding Signs

	B. Calculation of Sign Height for Freestanding Signs







	Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages

	Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages

	Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages

	Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages

	Figure 7100.1: Multi-Tenant Sign Frontages



	 
	 
	 
	Figure
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	(a) (e) Building-mounted sign area is that area within a single continuous rectilinear perimeter of not
more than eight straight lines intersecting at right angles, that encloses the outer limits of all
words, representations, symbols, and pictorial elements, together with all material, color, and
lighting forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the
background against which it is placed.

	Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area

	Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area

	Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area

	Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area

	Figure 7100.2: Measuring Building-Mounted Sign Area
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	(b) (f) The area of building-mounted signs composed of individual letters or symbols is calculated by using
one of the following methods:

	The supports, uprights, or structure on which any for a freestanding sign is supported are not
included in calculating sign area unless they form an integral background of the display, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator; however, when a sign is placed on a fence, wall, or other
similar structure that is designed to serve a separate purpose other than to support the sign, the
area of such structure is not included in the sign area. In such cases, the sign area is calculated in
accordance with subsection 7100.7.A(2)(a) above.

	The area of a freestanding sign designed with more than one sign face is calculated as follows:

	Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle

	Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle

	Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle

	Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle

	Figure 7100.3: Measuring Multi-faced Sign Angle
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	Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area

	Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area

	Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area

	Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area

	Figure 7100.4: Measuring Parallel Sign Face Area
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	The height of a freestanding sign is calculated as the maximum vertical distance from the uppermost
extremity highest point of a sign and its support, to the lowest point of the adjacent grade.

	Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs15

	Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs15

	Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs15

	Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs15

	Figure 7100.5: Measuring Height of Freestanding Signs15
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	15 Revised graphic from “uppermost extremity” to “highest point.”
	15 Revised graphic from “uppermost extremity” to “highest point.”
	A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Display Signs

	A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Display Signs

	A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Display Signs

	A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Display Signs

	(1) Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is allowed per lot. The area of the changeable
copy or electronic display may not exceed more than 50 percent of the maximum allowable area of
that freestanding sign.

	(1) Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is allowed per lot. The area of the changeable
copy or electronic display may not exceed more than 50 percent of the maximum allowable area of
that freestanding sign.

	(1) Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is allowed per lot. The area of the changeable
copy or electronic display may not exceed more than 50 percent of the maximum allowable area of
that freestanding sign.







	7101. Sign Regulations by Use and District

	  
	1. Standards Applicable to Signs in All Districts

	Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed as part of any freestanding sign, in accordance
with the following:

	Examples:16

	Figure
	16 Examples have been added to assist application of this provision.

	16 Examples have been added to assist application of this provision.

	17 This applies the current maximum nit levels of 100 nits to all properties in residential zoning districts. Per subsection 9100.11, the
term R district also includes residential areas of a P district.

	18 This allows for consideration of an increase in brightness levels of electronic display signs.

	19 This provision would require sign providers to submit the programmed nit levels as part of the sign permit application.

	1. If the maximum allowed sign area = 80 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 40 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 40 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

	1. If the maximum allowed sign area = 80 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 40 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 40 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

	1. If the maximum allowed sign area = 80 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 40 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 40 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.


	2. If the maximum allowed sign area = 40 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 20 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 20 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

	2. If the maximum allowed sign area = 40 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 20 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 20 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

	2. If the maximum allowed sign area = 40 square feet, then the maximum allowed electronic display
area = 20 square feet. If the actual sign on the property is ≤ 20 square feet, the entire sign area
could be electronic display.

	(2) The message or copy of an electronic display sign may not move or change more frequently than once
every eight seconds. The change of message or copy must be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or
otherwise giving the illusion of movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.

	(2) The message or copy of an electronic display sign may not move or change more frequently than once
every eight seconds. The change of message or copy must be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or
otherwise giving the illusion of movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.

	(2) The message or copy of an electronic display sign may not move or change more frequently than once
every eight seconds. The change of message or copy must be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or
otherwise giving the illusion of movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.


	(3) The background of the sign face of an electronic display sign may not be white, off-white, gray or
yellow in color.

	(3) The background of the sign face of an electronic display sign may not be white, off-white, gray or
yellow in color.


	(4) Electronic display signs must include a photocell to control brightness and automatically dim at sunset
to the following a nighttime levels: of 40-100 nits.

	(4) Electronic display signs must include a photocell to control brightness and automatically dim at sunset
to the following a nighttime levels: of 40-100 nits.


	B. Sign Illumination

	B. Sign Illumination


	C. Associated Service Uses

	C. Associated Service Uses


	A. Signs Allowed in Residential Districts20

	A. Signs Allowed in Residential Districts20






	 
	(a) R districts: 100 nits;17 and

	(b) P, C, and I districts: 300 nits [advertised range from 100 to 500 nits]. The Board may approve an
increase in nits in accordance with subsection 7102.1.E.18

	(5) The sign specifications, including programmed nit levels, must be submitted with electronic display
sign permit applications.19

	Illumination of signs must conform to the performance standards for outdoor lighting as set forth in Section
5109.

	Each associated service use permitted in accordance with Article 4 of this Ordinance is allowed a single
building-mounted sign not to exceed 15 square feet in area, which is calculated as part of the total allowable
building-mounted sign area for the building.

	2. Signs in Residential Districts

	20 Revised to use R district terminology to clarify that per subsection 9100.11, the term R district also includes residential areas of a P
district.

	20 Revised to use R district terminology to clarify that per subsection 9100.11, the term R district also includes residential areas of a P
district.

	21 This is a new requirement that would apply to new signs associated with subdivisions. The change to major “vehicular” entrance
would not allow any other entrances (such as pedestrian) to have this additional signage unless requested through SE approval.

	22 This new allowance would provide multifamily developments the option to install a building-mounted sign instead of a
freestanding sign without the need for a special exception for a modification of signage.

	23 This change extends signage allowances to all agricultural uses, including agritourism. An agricultural operation must have at least
seven acres.

	24 Relocated from subsection 7102.2.A.
	(1) In a single-family residential subdivision or for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development, a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major vehicular entrance, not to exceed 30 square feet in area or
eight feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major vehicular entrance but the total
of all signs at a single vehicular entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. These signs must be
located within an easement recorded for signage purposes or on common area located at the
vehicular entrance.21

	(1) In a single-family residential subdivision or for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development, a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major vehicular entrance, not to exceed 30 square feet in area or
eight feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major vehicular entrance but the total
of all signs at a single vehicular entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. These signs must be
located within an easement recorded for signage purposes or on common area located at the
vehicular entrance.21

	(1) In a single-family residential subdivision or for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development, a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major vehicular entrance, not to exceed 30 square feet in area or
eight feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major vehicular entrance but the total
of all signs at a single vehicular entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. These signs must be
located within an easement recorded for signage purposes or on common area located at the
vehicular entrance.21

	(1) In a single-family residential subdivision or for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development, a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major vehicular entrance, not to exceed 30 square feet in area or
eight feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major vehicular entrance but the total
of all signs at a single vehicular entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. These signs must be
located within an easement recorded for signage purposes or on common area located at the
vehicular entrance.21

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs








	(2) A multifamily development may have either one freestanding sign not to exceed 30 square feet in
area or eight feet in height, or one building-mounted sign up to 50 square feet [advertised range: 25 –
50 square feet].22

	(2) A multifamily development may have either one freestanding sign not to exceed 30 square feet in
area or eight feet in height, or one building-mounted sign up to 50 square feet [advertised range: 25 –
50 square feet].22


	(3) A rental office for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development is allowed one building-mounted
or freestanding sign not to exceed four square feet in area; a freestanding sign is limited to and a
height of four feet.

	(3) A rental office for a stacked townhouse or multifamily development is allowed one building-mounted
or freestanding sign not to exceed four square feet in area; a freestanding sign is limited to and a
height of four feet.


	(4) Agricultural uses on a lot at least 20 acres in size Agricultural operations are allowed a total of 60
square feet of sign area. No single sign can exceed 30 square feet in area, and freestanding signs are
limited to or a height of eight feet.23

	(4) Agricultural uses on a lot at least 20 acres in size Agricultural operations are allowed a total of 60
square feet of sign area. No single sign can exceed 30 square feet in area, and freestanding signs are
limited to or a height of eight feet.23


	(5) Hospitals, as follows:

	(5) Hospitals, as follows:

	(5) Hospitals, as follows:

	(a) A single building-mounted sign for each building entrance, not to exceed 50 square feet in area.

	(a) A single building-mounted sign for each building entrance, not to exceed 50 square feet in area.

	(a) A single building-mounted sign for each building entrance, not to exceed 50 square feet in area.


	(b) A single freestanding sign at each vehicular entrance, not to exceed 80 square feet in area or 12
feet in height.

	(b) A single freestanding sign at each vehicular entrance, not to exceed 80 square feet in area or 12
feet in height.


	(c) In conjunction with approval of a special exception, the Board may approve additional signs for
the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).24

	(c) In conjunction with approval of a special exception, the Board may approve additional signs for
the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).24





	(6) All other nonresidential uses, including public uses, congregate living facilities, religious group living,
and residence halls, are allowed building-mounted and freestanding signs in accordance with the
following:

	(6) All other nonresidential uses, including public uses, congregate living facilities, religious group living,
and residence halls, are allowed building-mounted and freestanding signs in accordance with the
following:

	(6) All other nonresidential uses, including public uses, congregate living facilities, religious group living,
and residence halls, are allowed building-mounted and freestanding signs in accordance with the
following:

	(a) Building-mounted signs may not exceed 50 square feet in total area.

	(a) Building-mounted signs may not exceed 50 square feet in total area.

	(a) Building-mounted signs may not exceed 50 square feet in total area.


	(b) A single freestanding sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or eight feet in height.

	(b) A single freestanding sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or eight feet in height.


	(7) The Board, in approving a rezoning or special exception, or the BZA, in approving a special permit, may
further limit the size, location, height, type, and duration of any sign for the land uses in subsections
(3), (4), and (5) in furtherance of subsection 8100.3.D(2) or subsection 8100.4.D(2), as applicable.25

	(7) The Board, in approving a rezoning or special exception, or the BZA, in approving a special permit, may
further limit the size, location, height, type, and duration of any sign for the land uses in subsections
(3), (4), and (5) in furtherance of subsection 8100.3.D(2) or subsection 8100.4.D(2), as applicable.25







	The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit in an R residential district:

	25 Deleted as unnecessary to include.

	25 Deleted as unnecessary to include.

	26 Added for clarification.

	27 Staff is continuing to review these provisions and may make changes that would result in an increase in allowed signage per linear
foot of building frontage and an increase in the 200-square-foot single sign limitation for signs located above a certain height on a
building.

	28 Deleted, as this provision is not used and unnecessary.
	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs

	A. Signs Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	A. Signs Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	A. Signs Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	A. Signs Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs27

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs27

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs27

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs27

	(a) For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building by one or
more common outside entrances:,

	(a) For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building by one or
more common outside entrances:,

	(a) For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building by one or
more common outside entrances:,


	(b) For buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance:,

	(b) For buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside entrance:,


	(c) A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet and that occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall containing a main
public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total sign area on each such
perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not exceed one and one-half
times the length of the wall.28

	(c) A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet and that occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall containing a main
public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total sign area on each such
perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not exceed one and one-half
times the length of the wall.28


	(c) In addition to sign area allowed in accordance with subsections (a), and (b), and (c) above,
hospitals are allowed a single building-mounted sign for each building entrance. No such sign
may exceed 50 square feet in area.

	(c) In addition to sign area allowed in accordance with subsections (a), and (b), and (c) above,
hospitals are allowed a single building-mounted sign for each building entrance. No such sign
may exceed 50 square feet in area.





	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(a) In a commercial district, a use may have one freestanding sign up to 80 square feet in area and 20
feet in height. The use must be located on a lot that has frontage on a primary highway or on a
major thoroughfare and not located on the same lot as a shopping center.

	(a) In a commercial district, a use may have one freestanding sign up to 80 square feet in area and 20
feet in height. The use must be located on a lot that has frontage on a primary highway or on a
major thoroughfare and not located on the same lot as a shopping center.

	(a) In a commercial district, a use may have one freestanding sign up to 80 square feet in area and 20
feet in height. The use must be located on a lot that has frontage on a primary highway or on a
major thoroughfare and not located on the same lot as a shopping center.













	Building-mounted signs must be installed flush against the wall and may not extend above or beyond
the perimeter of the wall or roof of the building to which they are attached.

	Freestanding signs may not be located closer than five feet to any property line. When located on a
corner lot, a freestanding sign is subject to the sight distance requirements of subsection
5100.2.D(4)(c).26

	3. Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit within a commercial district, including the
commercial area of a P district or nonresidential uses located in a mixed-use building or development; or
within an industrial district:

	1. Signs signs are limited to one and one-half square feet of sign area per linear foot of
building frontage for each of the first 100 linear feet of building frontage, plus one square
foot of sign area for each additional linear foot of building frontage.

	2. No single sign may exceed 200 square feet in area.

	1. Signs signs are limited to one and one-half square feet of sign area for each linear foot of
building frontage occupied by each tenant, except as provided for in subsection 7102.1
below.

	2. The maximum sign area for any single tenant may not exceed 200 square feet.

	Freestanding signs are allowed as follows, unless limited by subsection 7101.3.A(3) below:

	(a) (b)In an commercial29 or industrial district, a single freestanding sign not to exceed 80 square feet
in area and 20 feet in height may be erected for each building that has frontage on a major
thoroughfare. If one tenant occupies a group of separate buildings with frontage on a major
thoroughfare, then that tenant is allowed only one freestanding sign.

	29 This combines current (a) and (b) and clarifies that a freestanding sign is allowed per building rather than use.

	29 This combines current (a) and (b) and clarifies that a freestanding sign is allowed per building rather than use.

	30 This clarifies that only one freestanding sign is allowed for each major thoroughfare, up to a total of two signs, consistent with the
pre-2019 Ordinance.

	31 Relocated provision.

	32 Deleted, as it is part of the major thoroughfare definition.

	33 New language in (c) and (d) added to codify existing interpretation. An example image may be added to further clarify the
provisions.
	(b) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.

	(b) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.

	(b) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.

	(b) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.

	1. One freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance to an office or industrial complex
that is planned, designed, constructed, and managed on an integrated and coordinated
basis, not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a height of 20 feet.

	1. One freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance to an office or industrial complex
that is planned, designed, constructed, and managed on an integrated and coordinated
basis, not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a height of 20 feet.

	1. One freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance to an office or industrial complex
that is planned, designed, constructed, and managed on an integrated and coordinated
basis, not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a height of 20 feet.


	2. One freestanding sign is allowed for each detached building that houses a principal use
within an office or industrial complex, not to exceed 30 square feet or a height of eight
feet.

	2. One freestanding sign is allowed for each detached building that houses a principal use
within an office or industrial complex, not to exceed 30 square feet or a height of eight
feet.

	2. One freestanding sign is allowed for each detached building that houses a principal use
within an office or industrial complex, not to exceed 30 square feet or a height of eight
feet.

	(3) Within a Sign Control Overlay District

	(3) Within a Sign Control Overlay District

	(3) Within a Sign Control Overlay District

	(3) Within a Sign Control Overlay District

	(a) A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if the lot has frontage on a
primary highway or32 major thoroughfare and the single tenant or building is not located on the
same lot as a shopping center. Such The sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or a height
of 20 feet.

	(a) A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if the lot has frontage on a
primary highway or32 major thoroughfare and the single tenant or building is not located on the
same lot as a shopping center. Such The sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or a height
of 20 feet.

	(a) A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if the lot has frontage on a
primary highway or32 major thoroughfare and the single tenant or building is not located on the
same lot as a shopping center. Such The sign may not exceed 40 square feet in area or a height
of 20 feet.


	(b) A shopping center is allowed one freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a
height of 20 feet.

	(b) A shopping center is allowed one freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet in area or a
height of 20 feet.





	(4) Signs Related to Vehicle Fueling Stations33

	(4) Signs Related to Vehicle Fueling Stations33

	(4) Signs Related to Vehicle Fueling Stations33

	(a) Vehicle fueling stations are permitted one additional square foot of sign area to be displayed on
each fuel pump.

	(a) Vehicle fueling stations are permitted one additional square foot of sign area to be displayed on
each fuel pump.

	(a) Vehicle fueling stations are permitted one additional square foot of sign area to be displayed on
each fuel pump.


	(b) Motor vehicle fuel price signs required by Article 4 of Chapter 10 of the Code of Virginia County
Code.

	(b) Motor vehicle fuel price signs required by Article 4 of Chapter 10 of the Code of Virginia County
Code.








	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	B. Performance Standards for Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(1) Building-Mounted Signs

	(a) Building-mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of the sign
may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall. When the sign is erected at a right angle
to the wall, it must not extend into the minimum required yard setback, and must not be
located closer than two feet to any street line.

	(a) Building-mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of the sign
may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall. When the sign is erected at a right angle
to the wall, it must not extend into the minimum required yard setback, and must not be
located closer than two feet to any street line.

	(a) Building-mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of the sign
may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall. When the sign is erected at a right angle
to the wall, it must not extend into the minimum required yard setback, and must not be
located closer than two feet to any street line.


	(b) A building-mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or rooftop screening wall, as
follows:

	(b) A building-mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or rooftop screening wall, as
follows:

	(b) A building-mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or rooftop screening wall, as
follows:

	1. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall, and no part of the sign can extend above or
beyond the perimeter of the wall.

	1. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall, and no part of the sign can extend above or
beyond the perimeter of the wall.

	1. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall, and no part of the sign can extend above or
beyond the perimeter of the wall.


	2. The sign cannot be located more than 12 feet above the building roof supporting the
penthouse or screening wall.

	2. The sign cannot be located more than 12 feet above the building roof supporting the
penthouse or screening wall.








	(2) Freestanding Signs

	(2) Freestanding Signs










	(b) (c)Shopping centers are allowed one freestanding sign, not to exceed 80 square feet in area or 20
feet in height. If a shopping center has frontage on two or more major thoroughfares, then such
the shopping center may have a maximum of two freestanding signs; however, these two signs
may not be located on the same major thoroughfare.30

	(c) (d) For office and industrial complexes:

	(d) A hospital is allowed one freestanding sign at each entrance, provided no such sign exceeds 80
square feet in area or 12 feet in height.31

	The following regulations apply to uses located on commercially and industrially zoned land located
within a Sign Control Overlay District; where applicable, these regulations supersede subsection
7101.3.A(2) above:

	The following are permitted in addition to the signs allowed in this subsection 7101.3.A:

	(c) For the purposes of the sign provisions, each canopy is treated separately and is allotted its own
maximum allowed sign area based on its individual frontage per subsection 7101.3.A(1)(a). The
frontage is calculated along the longest side of the canopy closest to a street. Sign area is
allotted to each individual canopy and cannot be reallocated to another structure.

	(d) All signs attached to or located under a fuel station canopy or supports, including signs attached
to a fuel pump, are considered building-mounted signs and are included in the overall maximum
allowed sign area for the canopy.

	Freestanding signs may not project beyond any property line or be located within five feet of the curb
of a service drive, travel lane, or adjoining street. When located on a corner lot, a freestanding sign is
subject to the sight distance requirements of subsection 5100.2.D(4)(c) of this Ordinance.34

	34 Added for clarification.
	34 Added for clarification.

	7102. Administration of Sign Approvals

	  
	These sign approval standards are in addition to the General Provisions in Section 7100.

	1. Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan35

	35 Relocated to 7100.7.A.1(d).
	35 Relocated to 7100.7.A.1(d).
	A. A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written authorization
from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent, accompanying graphics showing
the proposed size, height, and location of all signs, and the required filing fee as established
in Section 8102.

	A. A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written authorization
from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent, accompanying graphics showing
the proposed size, height, and location of all signs, and the required filing fee as established
in Section 8102.

	A. A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written authorization
from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent, accompanying graphics showing
the proposed size, height, and location of all signs, and the required filing fee as established
in Section 8102.

	A. A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written authorization
from the owner of the building(s), or an authorized agent, accompanying graphics showing
the proposed size, height, and location of all signs, and the required filing fee as established
in Section 8102.

	D. In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may approve
additional signs for the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).

	D. In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may approve
additional signs for the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).

	D. In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may approve
additional signs for the use in accordance with subsection 4102.4.R(8).


	E. In commercial and industrial districts, the Board may approve, either in conjunction with the
approval of a rezoning or as a special exception, a modification or waiver of the sign
regulations in accordance with the following:

	E. In commercial and industrial districts, the Board may approve, either in conjunction with the
approval of a rezoning or as a special exception, a modification or waiver of the sign
regulations in accordance with the following:

	E. In commercial and industrial districts, the Board may approve, either in conjunction with the
approval of a rezoning or as a special exception, a modification or waiver of the sign
regulations in accordance with the following:

	(1) Such waiver may be for an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or different
location of a sign, not otherwise provided by subsection 7102.3. Such waiver may not
allow the erection of a freestanding sign or off -site sign not otherwise permitted by
this Ordinance, or the establishment of any sign prohibited by Article 7.

	(1) Such waiver may be for an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or different
location of a sign, not otherwise provided by subsection 7102.3. Such waiver may not
allow the erection of a freestanding sign or off -site sign not otherwise permitted by
this Ordinance, or the establishment of any sign prohibited by Article 7.

	(1) Such waiver may be for an increase in sign area, increase in sign height, or different
location of a sign, not otherwise provided by subsection 7102.3. Such waiver may not
allow the erection of a freestanding sign or off -site sign not otherwise permitted by
this Ordinance, or the establishment of any sign prohibited by Article 7.


	(2) The Board may approve such waiver only when the applicant demonstrates that there
are unusual circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or
configuration of the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of the structure
on the lot; or other unique circumstance of the land or structure that impacts the
applicant's ability to provide for a reasonable identification of the use.

	(2) The Board may approve such waiver only when the applicant demonstrates that there
are unusual circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or
configuration of the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of the structure
on the lot; or other unique circumstance of the land or structure that impacts the
applicant's ability to provide for a reasonable identification of the use.


	(3) The Board determines that such waiver will be in harmony with the policies of the
Comprehensive Plan.

	(3) The Board determines that such waiver will be in harmony with the policies of the
Comprehensive Plan.


	(4) The Board may approve a waiver of the sign provisions only in those locations where,
based upon a review of the relationship of the sign to the land, buildings and
conforming signs in the neighborhood, it determines that the sign will not have any
deleterious effect on the existing or planned development of adjacent properties and
that it is consistent with the purpose and intent of Article 7.

	(4) The Board may approve a waiver of the sign provisions only in those locations where,
based upon a review of the relationship of the sign to the land, buildings and
conforming signs in the neighborhood, it determines that the sign will not have any
deleterious effect on the existing or planned development of adjacent properties and
that it is consistent with the purpose and intent of Article 7.








	B. Unless allowed under C below, the total area for all signs may not exceed the maximum
allowable sign area for the building as determined in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(1)(b). The maximum sign area for any single tenant may not exceed 200 square
feet.

	B. Unless allowed under C below, the total area for all signs may not exceed the maximum
allowable sign area for the building as determined in accordance with subsection
7100.7.A(1)(b). The maximum sign area for any single tenant may not exceed 200 square
feet.


	C. A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet where such tenant occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall
containing a main public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total
sign area on each such perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not
exceed one and one-half times the length of the wall.

	C. A single tenant with building frontage that results in an allowable sign area greater than 200
square feet where such tenant occupies an area with more than one perimeter wall
containing a main public entrance may place up to a maximum of 200 square feet of total
sign area on each such perimeter wall. The combined sign area on any such wall must not
exceed one and one-half times the length of the wall.




	As an alternative to calculating building frontage in accordance with subsection 7100.7.A(1)(b), the
Zoning Administrator may authorize a different allotment of sign area to the various tenants of a
building or buildings by approval of an administrative comprehensive sign plan, as follows:

	2. 1. Special Exceptions for Sign Modifications

	The Board may approve a special exception for a modification of sign regulations for:

	A. Any property in a P District; or

	B. A property in a C or I district that is developed or approved for development with the
following:

	(1) An individual building, group of buildings, office or industrial complex, or a shopping
center with a minimum gross floor area of 30,000 square feet [advertised range:
25,000 – 50,000 square feet]; or

	(2) Any development where the applicant demonstrates that there are unusual
circumstances or conditions in terms of location, topography, size, or configuration of
the lot; access to the lot; unusual size or orientation of the structure on the lot; or
other unique circumstance of the land or structure that impacts the applicant’s ability
to provide for a reasonable identification of the use.

	 
	Modifications that may be approved with a special exception:

	C. Modifications are limited to the following:

	(1) Any limitation set forth in subsection 7101.2 for residential areas of P districts;

	(2) Any limitation set forth in subsection 7101.3;

	(3) Electronic display sign(s), subject to the limitations set forth in subsection 7102.1.E
below;

	(4) An increase in minor sign limitations set forth in subsection 7100.4, limited to the
following minor sign types:

	(a) Signs displayed on a property that is actively marketed for sale, rent, or lease;

	(b) Minor building-mounted and freestanding signs associated with a nonresidential
use;

	(c) Window signs exceeding 30 percent of the total area of the window; and

	(d) A-frame signs.

	(5) A roof sign that would otherwise be prohibited by subsection 7100.5.C(2).

	 
	Standards for approval of a special exception:

	D. All proposed signage must meet the following standards:

	(1) The size of the signs, including sign area and height, must be compatible with the
massing and height of the development. If building-mounted, the signs must be
compatible with the scale of the buildings the signs are mounted upon;

	(2) The proposed signage may not have an adverse impact on the adjacent existing or
planned development;

	(3) Sign materials must be aesthetically compatible with the architecture of the
development. Signs cannot add to street clutter, interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or
vehicular traffic, or detract from the urban design elements of the development; and

	(4) All signs should be consistent with any applicable Urban Design Guidelines endorsed
by the Board.

	E. Electronic display signs are subject to the following additional standards:

	(1) Electronic display signs must be sized and located to avoid adverse impacts to traffic
safety and enhance overall placemaking of the development.

	(2) Electronic display signs may be building-mounted or freestanding [advertised option
for C and I districts to limit to freestanding signs].

	(3) Electronic display signs must include a photocell to control brightness and
automatically dim at sunset to a maximum of 600 nits [advertised range: 500 – 1,000
nits].

	(4) In addition, in C and I districts:

	(a) Only one electronic display sign is allowed per lot.

	(b) Freestanding electronic display signs are limited to the height and size
limitations of subsection 7101.3.A(2) [advertised option – allow increase in
height and size limitations as part of the SE].

	F. Temporary building-mounted signs, including those that are not permanently attached such
as a banner, may be allowed for up to 24 months from the start of display. The Board may
	further limit the maximum size of these signs. A request for additional time beyond 24
months requires an amendment to the special exception.

	G. A special exception for sign modification supersedes any by-right signage that would
otherwise be allowed by subsection 7101.3. Any additional signage that is not part of the
approval will require an amendment to the application. A special exception approval does
not preclude installation of minor signs otherwise allowed by subsection 7100.4.

	 
	2. Special Permits36

	36 The special permit process is proposed to be deleted.
	36 The special permit process is proposed to be deleted.
	A. The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center when it determines that the application of this
Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography. However, such freestanding sign
may not extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the elevation of the center line of the
nearest street.

	A. The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center when it determines that the application of this
Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography. However, such freestanding sign
may not extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the elevation of the center line of the
nearest street.

	A. The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center when it determines that the application of this
Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography. However, such freestanding sign
may not extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the elevation of the center line of the
nearest street.

	A. The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center when it determines that the application of this
Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography. However, such freestanding sign
may not extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the elevation of the center line of the
nearest street.

	C. In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are located
so that the building frontage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a special permit
to allow building-mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the entrances,
arcades, or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the shopping center
may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by this Article.

	C. In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are located
so that the building frontage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a special permit
to allow building-mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the entrances,
arcades, or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the shopping center
may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by this Article.

	C. In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are located
so that the building frontage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a special permit
to allow building-mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the entrances,
arcades, or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the shopping center
may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by this Article.


	A. Signs may be permitted in a P district in accordance with a comprehensive sign plan subject
to approval by the Planning Commission following a public hearing conducted in accordance
with subsection 8100.1.C. The comprehensive sign plan will show the location, size, height,
and extent of all proposed signs within the specified area of the P district.

	A. Signs may be permitted in a P district in accordance with a comprehensive sign plan subject
to approval by the Planning Commission following a public hearing conducted in accordance
with subsection 8100.1.C. The comprehensive sign plan will show the location, size, height,
and extent of all proposed signs within the specified area of the P district.


	B. An application for a comprehensive sign plan may be submitted by any property owner,
owner of an easement, lessee, contract purchaser, or their agent. The application must be
accompanied by a statement establishing the names of the record owners of the properties
upon which such signs are proposed to be located, and a fee as established in Section 8102.

	B. An application for a comprehensive sign plan may be submitted by any property owner,
owner of an easement, lessee, contract purchaser, or their agent. The application must be
accompanied by a statement establishing the names of the record owners of the properties
upon which such signs are proposed to be located, and a fee as established in Section 8102.


	C. Any comprehensive sign plan must be in accordance with the standards for all planned
developments as established in Section 2105. All proposed signs must be consistent with the
scale and design of the development and so located and sized to ensure convenience to
users of the development, while not adding to street clutter or otherwise detracting from
architectural and urban design elements of the development.

	C. Any comprehensive sign plan must be in accordance with the standards for all planned
developments as established in Section 2105. All proposed signs must be consistent with the
scale and design of the development and so located and sized to ensure convenience to
users of the development, while not adding to street clutter or otherwise detracting from
architectural and urban design elements of the development.


	A. Appeal Processing

	A. Appeal Processing

	A. Appeal Processing

	(2) Time Limit on Filing
	(2) Time Limit on Filing
	(2) Time Limit on Filing
	(2) Time Limit on Filing
	(a) Except as set forth below, all appeals must be filed within 30 days from the date
of the decision appealed by filing an appeal application with the Zoning
Administrator and the BZA.

	(a) Except as set forth below, all appeals must be filed within 30 days from the date
of the decision appealed by filing an appeal application with the Zoning
Administrator and the BZA.

	(a) Except as set forth below, all appeals must be filed within 30 days from the date
of the decision appealed by filing an appeal application with the Zoning
Administrator and the BZA.


	(b) Appeals from notices of violation involving the following violations must be filed
within ten days from the date of the notice by filing an appeal application with
the Zoning Administrator and the BZA:

	(b) Appeals from notices of violation involving the following violations must be filed
within ten days from the date of the notice by filing an appeal application with
the Zoning Administrator and the BZA:

	(b) Appeals from notices of violation involving the following violations must be filed
within ten days from the date of the notice by filing an appeal application with
the Zoning Administrator and the BZA:

	1. Occupancy of a dwelling unit in violation of subsection 4102.3.A.

	1. Occupancy of a dwelling unit in violation of subsection 4102.3.A.

	1. Occupancy of a dwelling unit in violation of subsection 4102.3.A.


	2. Parking a commercial vehicle in an R district or a residential area of a P
district in violation of subsections 4102.1.B(2) and 4102.1.E(4).

	2. Parking a commercial vehicle in an R district or a residential area of a P
district in violation of subsections 4102.1.B(2) and 4102.1.E(4).


	3. Parking of vehicles on an unsurfaced area in the front yard of a single�family detached dwelling in the R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4 Districts in violation of
subsection 6100.2.A(3).

	3. Parking of vehicles on an unsurfaced area in the front yard of a single�family detached dwelling in the R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4 Districts in violation of
subsection 6100.2.A(3).


	4. Parking of inoperative vehicles, as provided in Chapter 110 of the County
Code, in violation of subsection 4102.7.A(13).

	4. Parking of inoperative vehicles, as provided in Chapter 110 of the County
Code, in violation of subsection 4102.7.A(13).














	B. The BZA may grant a special permit to allow additional sign area or height, or a different
arrangement of sign area distribution for a regional shopping center, when it determines
that the application of this Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography or
location of the regional shopping center. However, the total combined sign area for the
regional shopping center may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by
this Article.

	B. The BZA may grant a special permit to allow additional sign area or height, or a different
arrangement of sign area distribution for a regional shopping center, when it determines
that the application of this Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography or
location of the regional shopping center. However, the total combined sign area for the
regional shopping center may not exceed 125 percent of the sign area otherwise allowed by
this Article.




	3. Uses in Planned Districts

	The provisions of this Article apply to signs within Planned (P) districts. However, in keeping with
the intent to allow flexibility in the design of planned developments, the following apply to signs in
P districts:

	8100. Review Procedures

	3. Special Exceptions

	 
	Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions

	Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions

	Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions

	Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions

	Table 8100.1: Summary of Special Exceptions



	Special Exception Type 
	Special Exception Type 
	Special Exception Type 

	Section/ Subsection

	Section/ Subsection




	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Sign Modification 
	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Sign Modification 
	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Sign Modification 
	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Sign Modification 

	7102.2 7102.1

	7102.2 7102.1



	 
	 
	 

	 
	 




	4. Special Permits

	 
	Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits

	Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits

	Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits

	Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits

	Table 8100.2: Summary of Special Permits



	Special Permit Type 
	Special Permit Type 
	Special Permit Type 

	Section/ Subsection

	Section/ Subsection




	Increase in Sign Area or Height 
	Increase in Sign Area or Height 
	Increase in Sign Area or Height 
	Increase in Sign Area or Height 

	7102.3

	7102.3





	 
	10.Appeals

	5. Installation, alteration, refacing, or relocation of a sign on private property
in violation of subsection 7100.3.A(1).37

	37 Reordered (was previously 6).

	37 Reordered (was previously 6).

	38 This is a change from the current 30-day timeframe to ten days.

	39 Submission requirements are new.

	6. Installation of any minor sign in violation of subsection 7100.4.38

	7.
5. Installation of prohibited signs on private property in violation of
subsection 7100.5.B and subsections 7100.5.C(1) and 7100.5.C(5).

	6. Installation, alteration, refacing, or relocation of a sign on private property
in violation of subsection 7100.3.A(1).

	8. 7. Other short-term, recurring violations similar to those listed above.

	 
	8101. Submission Requirements

	3. Special Exceptions, Special Permits, and Variances

	 
	D. Additional or Modified Submission Requirements for Specific Special Exception
Applications

	 
	Add new (6) and renumber subsequent subsections.

	 
	(6) Sign Modification39

	(a) Site photographs or visual simulations showing the location and scale of
proposed signs, which should consider factors such as topography that impact
visibility;

	(b) Building elevations and renderings of the proposed signs, including a graphic
scale, demonstrating placement and overall design compatibility;

	(c) Site plan/development plan showing sign locations;

	(d) Sign matrix showing the following:

	1. The size, height (measured from the lowest grade to the highest point),
and extent of all proposed signs;

	2. Designs and materials of any signs over which the applicant has design
control, including project identity and wayfinding signs;

	3. Comparison of the amount of signage allowable by-right compared to the
proposed signage requested;

	4. Identification of any existing signs that will remain; and

	5. Lighting specifications of any illuminated signs.

	(e) If electronic display signs are included, viewshed analyses must be provided
from all abutting properties. Information on the size of the display area and the
daytime and nighttime nit levels must also be provided; and

	(f) A written statement describing the overall approach for the sign modification
and how the proposed plan complies with the general standards and any
applicable design guidelines.

	 
	8102. Fee Schedule

	  
	1. Fee Schedule

	 
	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE



	APPLICATION TYPE 
	APPLICATION TYPE 
	APPLICATION TYPE 

	FEE [1]

	FEE [1]



	MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS AND APPROVALS

	MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS AND APPROVALS

	MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS AND APPROVALS



	Signs

	Signs

	Signs




	Sign Permits and Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plans 
	Sign Permits and Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plans 
	Sign Permits and Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plans 
	Sign Permits and Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plans 

	$95

	$95



	Administrative Reallocation of Sign Area 
	Administrative Reallocation of Sign Area 
	Administrative Reallocation of Sign Area 

	$95

	$95



	Comprehensive Sign Plans in Planned Districts 
	Comprehensive Sign Plans in Planned Districts 
	Comprehensive Sign Plans in Planned Districts 

	$8,260

	$8,260



	Amendments to Comprehensive Sign Plan in Planned Districts 
	Amendments to Comprehensive Sign Plan in Planned Districts 
	Amendments to Comprehensive Sign Plan in Planned Districts 

	$4,130

	$4,130



	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Special Exception 
	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Special Exception 
	Waiver of Certain Sign Regulations Special Exception 

	$8,260

	$8,260



	SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS [2]

	SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS [2]

	SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS [2]



	Standard fees for special exception approvals are listed below.

	Standard fees for special exception approvals are listed below.

	Standard fees for special exception approvals are listed below.



	General Fee Unless Otherwise Listed 
	General Fee Unless Otherwise Listed 
	General Fee Unless Otherwise Listed 

	$16,375

	$16,375



	Accessory Uses and Other Special Exceptions

	Accessory Uses and Other Special Exceptions

	Accessory Uses and Other Special Exceptions



	Home Day Care Facility 
	Home Day Care Facility 
	Home Day Care Facility 

	$435

	$435



	Modification of Shape Factor 
	Modification of Shape Factor 
	Modification of Shape Factor 

	$8,180

	$8,180



	Modification of Grade for Single-Family Detached Dwellings 
	Modification of Grade for Single-Family Detached Dwellings 
	Modification of Grade for Single-Family Detached Dwellings 

	$910

	$910



	Certain Existing Structures and Uses 
	TH
	Certain Existing Structures and Uses 
	Certain Existing Structures and Uses 

	$910
	$910




	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE

	TABLE 8102.1: FEE SCHEDULE



	APPLICATION TYPE 
	APPLICATION TYPE 
	APPLICATION TYPE 

	FEE [1]

	FEE [1]




	Modification of Minimum
Setback Requirements

	Modification of Minimum
Setback Requirements

	Modification of Minimum
Setback Requirements

	Modification of Minimum
Setback Requirements


	Reconstruction of Certain Single-Family Detached
Dwellings that are Destroyed by Casualty 
	Reconstruction of Certain Single-Family Detached
Dwellings that are Destroyed by Casualty 

	$0

	$0



	Sign Modifications 
	Sign Modifications 
	Sign Modifications 

	$8,260

	$8,260



	Amendment to Sign Modifications 
	Amendment to Sign Modifications 
	Amendment to Sign Modifications 

	$4,130

	$4,130



	Waiver of Minimum Lot Size Requirements 
	Waiver of Minimum Lot Size Requirements 
	Waiver of Minimum Lot Size Requirements 

	$8,180

	$8,180



	Addition to or Replacement of a Single-Family Detached Dwelling Existing as of July 1,
2021, in a Floodplain 
	Addition to or Replacement of a Single-Family Detached Dwelling Existing as of July 1,
2021, in a Floodplain 
	Addition to or Replacement of a Single-Family Detached Dwelling Existing as of July 1,
2021, in a Floodplain 

	$8,180

	$8,180





	9102. General Terms40

	40 No other definitions are proposed to be revised.
	40 No other definitions are proposed to be revised.

	Moving or Windblown Sign

	Any sign of which all or any part is in motion by natural or artificial means (including fluttering, rotating,
undulating, swinging, oscillating) or by movement of the atmosphere. This includes signs such as feather flags and
inflatable objects. For purposes of Article 7, a flag is not a moving or windblown sign.
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